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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


K , y ear8ha ^o passed since William Morgan* wrote his 

famous book revealing the mysteries of modern Free Masonry, and giving to the 
outside world a particular description of the ceremonies observed In tho Lodges of 
tho first h.x or seven degrees. The bare rumor that such a book was to bo published 
created much astonishment and indignation among the Masonic fraternity of West- 
in« °; k ' aud I r; rticular, >’ who had associated with Morgan In tho meet. 
X I' k 7 r°° n aJ,CCrUinc<l lhe rmaor t0 b0 that Col. David 

nrln » l l new8 P 3 P cr Batavia, was In fact then engaged in 

printing tho book. Great effort! wore Immediately made by a largo number of Free 

h asons to stop its publication- -first by arresting Morgan for debt-then by a com- 
plaint against blin for larceny, during the prosecution of which his apartments wero 

th« l T ? 7n ,d ?! by kldua PP‘ n ^ lhe “fortunate man. taking him forcibly from 
the Jail at Canandaigua, whoro ho was confined on some pretence, carrying him lu 

blooT tST t0 ,° Vt i T, r ?' <thCU un0CCQ P‘^.>And ‘hero murdering him in cold 
, [ h08 ° OVOn,s OCC “ rn f In September, 1820, but tho Masonic brethren did not 
Huccoed in suppressing tho book written by Morgan. Part of it had nlroody boon 
put to press by Col. Miller, and tho remainder of the manuscript was so effectually 
concealed by the wife of tho murdered man that it was not discovered by the Mu! 

. pr0 m i8t *- ThIg and ° lhtr ouln *** amoD 5 which was the 
n ' Mi,,or 8 Printing office, alarmed tlio citizens of tho whole western section 
of the State. Sovcral arrests of supposed kidnappers took place, and the persons 
arrested were brought to trial. . CoL Edward Sawyer, and Nicholas G. Chesebro, 
(both of Cauandalgua,) Loton Lawson, John Sheldon, and EH Bruce, Sheriff of m 
agara County, were each found guilty of participation In the abduction of Morgan, 
and wero sentenced to various terms of imprisonment But still the murderers 
remained undetected. 


Meantime the whole book had been published, and Its contents had mado public 
the somewhat ferocious oaths of the Free Masons. An immense excitement was 
created all over the country, which lasted many years. Free Masonry became un- 
popular, and numerous worthy and distinguished persons, including a great number 
of ministers of the Gospel, withdrew from the Society. Lodges and Chapters were 
disbanded, while their officers and members publicly renounced all future connection 
with tho Masonic Order. Indeed, so great was the prejudice against Masons, caused 
by that Inherent love of justice peculiar to American citizens, that a powerful politi- 
cul party was formed In the State of New York which threatened at one time to 
overcome or absorb all other party organizations. The murderers of Morgan 
(although known) wore never prosecuted, and this fact kept alive the antt-Masonic 
excitement until the party almost became National, for it extended throughout the 
New England and Middle States, and killed off a score or two of prominent public 
men. But there must bo an end to all things ; and In the fulness of time the prejn- 
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dice against Free Masonry died away. Then it was discovered that the Masons 
who kidnapped William Morgan were, after all, simply rnffiaus, and not by any 
means representatives of the main body of the Masonic fraternity. 

Aud why should Masons, more than any other respectable class, be suspected 
of Hiding the perpetration of a murder, or any other crime against society I Be- 
cause says the uninitiated reader, they bind their members by fearful and sanguinary 
oaths, and keep everything connected with their Lodges in such profound secrecy. 
This is a very natural conclusion for the unthinking multitude, but will scarcely pass 
current among those who possess any degree of reflection, and comprehend the 
promptings which govern the actions of men. These last would naturally inquire 
why should mankind as Masons differ from mankind as husbands, fathers, devoted 

friends or indeed os civilized belugs t . . , 

Since the Issue of Morgan’s book, no other entirely original work has been pub- 
llshcd on the subject, though several more elaborate volumes have appeared lu 
which the writers have attempted to give in detail some of the higher degrees But 
all have failed to make their revelations fully intelligible, cither because they did not 
understand the subject, or else were careless or incompetent. 

In the following pages I have endeavored to give exact descriptions of the Ma- 
sonic ceremonies as they are (or should be) performed in the Lodges, Chapters, &c., 
of each degree. The information is intended, not only for ibo public at large who 
- havo a curiosity to fathom the wonderfhl secrets of Free Masonry, but for newly 
formed Masonic Societies, who desire a printed guide to facilitate their work. 

Comparatively few porsons among the multitudes who join the Masonic Lodges, 
extend their knowledge of the Craft beyond the Royal Arch Degree , and to such 
have not been advanced, this work will bo read with much interest. By the aid o! It 
they may become familiar with the higher degrees of modern Masonry-wit . the Inef- 
fable Degrccs-and with those curious and euthuslastio Historical and Philosophical 
Degrees which are so mixed up with Jewish history and Christian Knight-errantry 

ag nuxzlo the mattor-of-fact student of the present day. 

And now a few words with Masonic friends as to my object in retiring from the 
Society and publishing this book. I am no enemy of Masonry j and I think that If 
it were possible to keep unworthy men out of our Lodges, it would hu unexcep- 
t enable Institution. Considering that this has not been and P^b^y canno bo 
done I am content to leave it And a. I have always looked upon our secret ce,e- 
mouies and oaths as but the relics of a past age, and continued merely to preserve 
To ostensible antiquity of the institution rather than to bind our consciences, I do 
tint hesitate to mako them public. 

The Society of Free Masons was formed at an early age of the world, .when 
there were no laws to protect the weak against tho strong. The oaths and >1 g 
tlons were then undoubtedly binding, not only for thopro^cUonofthen^mbe™, but 
. . thn nreservatlou of tho very imperfect arts and sciences of that period. To 
suppose tlie bo oaths moan anything notv is simply absurd. Mankind outside a Ma- 
. , * norn ft straw what takes place within that secret conclave, ox* 

Cephas a matter of curiosity. It is partly to gratify this spirit of ^qnisitiveness .hat 
I havo written this book, and partly to give information to Free Masons therasch ea 
More than half the persons who Join Masonic Lodges do not understand anything 
of the principles of the Order. They go through certain emmie *. ****** 
and then forget it all in a short time. By having an authentic detail of the proceed- 
ing. to read over a. their leisure, they may become M ^ n ™‘^ CHARDS0S . 
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FIRST DEGREE. 

A Lodge of entered Apprentices. 

In opening a Lodge of Entered Ap- 
prentices, it is necessary that at least six 
Apprentices should be present, and one 
Past Master. They can only act under 
a charter or warrant from the Grand 
Lodge. The room In which they as- 
semble should represent the ground floor 
of King Solomon’s Temple. The fix- 
tures of the room, and the seats of the 
officers are as in Engraving on page 6. 

On taking his seat to open the Lodge, 
tho Master gives one rap with his gavel, 
and says : “ Brethren, I am about to 
opeu a Lodge of Entered Apprentices 
for the dispatch of business, and I will 
thank you for your attention and assist- 
ance." 

Master to tho Junior Warden— Brother 
Junior, uro thev all Entered Apprentice 
Masons In the South? 

Junior Warden — They are, Worshipful 

Master to tho Senior Warden— Brother 
Senior, aro they all Entered Apprentice 
Masons in the West? 

Senior Warden— They are, Worshipful. 

The Master then declares, “ They are, 
also, in the East," and at the same time 
ho gives one rap with his gavel, which 
calls up the Junior Deacon, who, as ho 
rises, gives a sign by opening his loft 
hand and placing the open fingers of the 
right hand on tho palm of it The Mas- 
ter then says: 

Brother Junior Deacon, the first care 
of congregated Masons ? 

Junior Deacon — To see tho Lodge 
tyled, Worshipful. 

Master — Perform your duty, and in- 
form tho Tyler that we are about to 
open a Lodge of Entered Apprentices 
for the dispatch of business, and direct 
him to tyle accordingly. 

The Junior Deacon then goes to the 
door of the Lodge and stations the Tyler 
outside of it with a drawn sword in his 
hand, at tho same time whispering the 
words of the Master that ho is about to 
opeu a Lodge, fee. He then closes the 


door, and gives three distinct knocks on 
the inside, which are answered by three 
knocks of the Tyler on the outside. The 
Junior Deacon then again gives one 
knock, (which is answered by a knock 
from the Tyler,) when he returns to his 
station and says: “The door is tyled, 
Worshipful," at the same time giving the 
due-guard, (explained hereafter,) which 
Is never omitted when tho Master is ad- 
dressed. 

Master — By whom is It tyled? 

Junior Deacon— By a brother of this 
degree without tho door, armed with the 
proper implements of his office. 

Master — His duty there ? 

Junior Deacon — To keep off nil cow- 
ans and eave-dropers ; to see that none 
pass or rc-pass except such as are duly 
qualified, and have i»crmlsslon from tho 
Master. (Permission of the Chair, la 
sometimes sold.] 

Master — Lot us now bo clothed, bre- 
thren. (Here tho members present put 
on their aprons and jewels, and resume 
their seats.J 

Tho Worshipful Master then gives ono 
rap with his gavel and nddressot* tho 
Junior Deacon ns follows : 

Master— Brothel Junior Deacon, your 
place In tho Lodge ? 

Junior Deacon — At tho right hand of 
the Senior Warden in the West. 

Master— Your business there, Brother 
Junior? 

Junior Deacon — To wait on tho W or- 
shipful Master and Wardens, act as their 
proxy in the active duties of the Lodge, 
and take charge of the door. 

Master — The Senior Deacon’s place in 
the Lodge ? 

Junior Deacon — At the right hand <f 
the Worshipful Master in the east. (The 
Master, while asking the last question, 
gives two raps, which calls up all the 
subordinate officers ] 

Master (to Senior Deacon) — Your duty 
there, Brother Senior? 

Senior Deacon — To wait on the Wor- 
shipful Master and Wardens, act as their 
proxy in the active duties of tho Lodge, 


6 


RICHARDSON S MONITOR OR KREE-MASONRY. 


attend to the preparation and introduc- 
tion of candidates, and welcome and 
clothe all visiting brethren, [L e. furnish 
them with an apron.] 

Master (to Senior Deacon)— The Secre- 
tary's place in the Dodge, brother 8enior ! 

Senior Deacon— At the left hand of 
the Worshipful Master in the east 
Master (to Secretary) — Your duty 
there, Brother Secretary ? 


Secretary — The better to observe the 
Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure, 
record the proceedings of the Lodge ; 
transmit a copy of the /same to the 
Grand Lodge, if required; receive all 
moneys and money bills from the hands 
of the brethren, pay them over to tbo 
Treasurer, and take receipts for the same 
Master (to Secretary)— Tlic Treasu- 
rer’s place in the Lodge ? 
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Secretary — At the right hand of the the same to the Junior Warden, that <ho 
Worshipful Master. brethren may have timely notice thereof. 

Master (to Treasurer)— Your duty The Senior Warden then delivers the 
there, Brother Treasurer ? ' Master’s onler to the Junior Warden, 

Treasurer — Duly to observe the Wor- who gives three raps with his gavel, and 
shipful Master's will and pleasure; rc- says: “Brethren, it is our Worshipful 
ceive nil moneys and money bills from Master’s order that a Lodge of Entered 
the hands of the Secretary ; keep a just Apprentice Masons be opened in this 
and true account of the same ; pav them place for the dispatch of business. You 
out by order of the Worshipful Master will take due notice thereof, and govern 
and consent of the brethren. yourselves accordingly." 

Master (to Treasurer)— The Junior * Master— Attend to the signs, brethren. 
Warden’s place in the Lodge, Brother 

Treasurer ? MTt 

Treasurer — In the south, Worshipful. ® S 

Master (to Junior Warden)— Your 
business there, Brother Junior? /fwW 

Junior Warden — As the sun in the / ; t Vi V' 

south at high meridlnu is the beauty / l w® 

and glory of the day, so stands the Ju- MiillH YU 

nior Warden in the south, the better to !' 

observe the time; call the crafts from KyKfl h/jtk 

labor to refreshment ; superintend them L ^ B 

during the hours thereof ; see that none W 

convert the hours of refreshment into 111 I vftD 

that of intempcranco or excess; aud III 1 fJml 

call them on again iu dne season, that \ | l -c. 

the Worshipful Master may have honor, 
aud they profit and pleasure thereby. 

Master (to Junior Warden) — The Se- 
nior Warden’s place in tho Lodgo ? 

Junior Warden — La tho west, Wor- 
shipful 

Master (to Senior Warden)— Your duty 
there, Brother Senior? The signs of this degree are now 

Senior Warden— As the sun sets in given by the Master and brethren, vis. : 
tho wosf to close the day, so stauds the right-angles, horizontals, and perpendl- 
Senior Warden In tho west, to assist the culars. Tho right-angles are shown by 
Worshipful Master in opening his Lodge ; holding open the left hand and crossing 
take care of the Jewels aud implements ; tho palm of it with the open palm of tho 
seo that none be lost ; pay the craft thoir right hand at right-angles— the hands to 
wages, if any be duo ; and see that none be held out about twclvo inches from tho 
go away dissatisfied. body. This is called tho first sign of a 

Master (to Senior Warden) — The Mas- Mason. It is the sign of distress in this 
ter’s placo in tho Lodge ? degree. To draw a horizontal, raiso 

Sen. Warden — In the east, Worshipful, your open right hand and arm to your 
Master — His duty there? neck, and holding the palm downwards, 

Senior Warden— A9 tho sun rises in and tho thumb partly under the hand, 
the east to open and adorn the day, so but parallel with the fingers, draw tho 
presides the Worshipful Master in the hand from the loft to tho right shoulder 
east to open and adorn his Lodge ; set by a quick motion. Whilo you are doing 
his crafts to work with good and whole* this lot the left hand drop perpendicu. 
some instruction ; or cause the same to larly by your side, the palm backward, 
bo done. This to 'show the perpendicular sign. 

Master (giving three raps with his ga- The horizontal is called the due-guard, 
vei)— Iu like manner, so do I, strictly The Master, the Senior Warden and 
forbidding all profane language, or any the Junior Warden now, each of them, 
zlisorderly conduct whereby peace and gives one rap with the gavel, when tho 
harmony may bo interrupted. It is my Master says : “ I now declare this Lodge 
will and pleasure that a Lodge of Enter- of Entered Apprentice Masons dulr 
cd Apprentice Masons be opened in thi3 opened for the dispatch of business, 
placo lor the dispatch of business. Bro- The Master then reads from a book the 
fher Senior Warden, please communicate following: Behold how good and hew 


Horlr.ont*ln, or, 
Due-Guard. 
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pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity ! It is like the precious 
ointment upou the head that rau down 
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, 
that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments ; as the dew of Hermon, and as 
the dew that descended upon the moun- 
tain of Zion, for there the Lord com- 
manded the blessing, evermore. Amen. 
So mote it be. 

After the opening prayer, or exercise, 
the Worshipful Master gives one rap 
■with his gavel, when all the members 

take seats. . . 

Master — Brother Senior Warden, have 
you anything in the west for the good 

of our Craft? . . . 

Senior Warden— Nothing. WorshipfuL 
Tlio same question is then put to the 
Junior Warden as to tho south, with the 
Bjuno reply, when the Worshipful Master 
asks if any brother present has anything 
to lay beforo the Lodge. Some brother 
replies by proposing that the minutes of 
tho last meeting bo read. 

Master— Brother Secretary, you will 
road the minutes. 

The Secretary reads tho name or tne 
Lodge, time and manner of opening, 
names of officers present, and all the 
proceedings which took place, among 
which may havo been proposed a new 
candidate for fellowship. If this is the 
case, the Master thus addresses the 

Lodgo : . , 

Master — Brethren, what is your plea 
sure ou this proposition ; how shall wo 

dispose of it? . .... v 

A Brother— I move the candidate bo 

balloted for. . . _ 

Master— If no objection Is made, I 
shall now send rouud the balls, and we 
will proceed to ballot for John 8mi» to 
become a Mason and a member of this 
Lodgo. Brother Senior Deacon, will 

you distribute them? „ 

The Lodge now proceeds to ballot. 
Ono black ball will reject a candidate. 
Tho boxes may be passed three times, 
should a black ball appear. The Dea- 
cons are the proper persons to pass 
thorn: one of tho boxes has black and 
white beans or balls in it, the other is 
c;nnty : the one with the balls in it goes 
be-uro, and furnishes each member with 
ii black and a white ball ; the empty box 
follows and receives them. There are 
two holes In the top of this box, with a 
small tube in each, one of which is black, 
and the other white, with a partition m 
the box. The members put both their 
balls into this box as their feelings may 
dictate. No one knows which is voted. 


The Senior Deacon brings the box 
containing the ballots to the Worshipful 
Master, who, after looking into it, orders 
him to carry it to the Senior Warden, who 
looks at it and sends it to his Junior. 

Master— How stands the ballots in tho 
west, Brother Senior ? . 

Senior Warden— Clear, Worshipful. 
The same question is put to the Junior 
as to tho south, who gives the same re- 
ply when the Master declares the ball* t 
to be clear, and that the candidate is 
duly elected a momber of this Lodge. If 
one or more black balls appear among 
the white ones, it is announced that tho 
candidate is rejected. 

If the candidate be outside tho Lodge, 
and ready for Initiation, tho Senior Dea- 
con goes out to prepare him, while tho 
usual business proceeds. It is conducted 
much the same as any Society business* 
if we except forms and cercmonioa, such 
as saluting the Chair, Ac. 

The Master Rays : Docs any brother 
present know of a brother in distress, or 

in difficulty? , „ 

In reply to this question, sick brothers 
arc reported to the Lodge, as well ns all 
cases where the charities of tho Lodge 
are supposed to bo Deeded, whether for a 
brother Mason, or for a deceased brother s 
family. The regular routine of business 
being over, the initiation of tho new can- 
didate proceeds. 


Initiating a New Member. 

The candidate (If present) having been 
conducted into a small preparation room 
adjoining the Lodge, ho is there asked the 
following questions, and glvos the fol- 
lowing answers : „ 

Senior Deacon to Candidate — Do you 
sincerely declare, upon your honor be- 
fore these gentlemen, that, unbiassed by 
friends, uninfluenced by unworthy mo- 
tives, you freely and voluntarily offer 

S ourself a candidate for the mysteries of 
[asonry ? 

Candidate — I do. 

Senior Deacon— Do you sincerely do- 
dare, upon your honor beforo these gen- 
tlemen, that you are prompted to solicit 
the privileges of Masonry by a favorable 
opinion conceived of the institution, n 
free desire of knowledge, and a sincere 
wish of being serviceable to your fellow 
creatures? 

Candidate — I do. ... 

Senior Deacon— Do you sincerely de- 
clare, upon your honor before these gen- 
tlemen, that you will cheerfully conform 
to all the ancient established usages and 
customs of tho fraternity ? 
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Candidate — I do. . 

The Senior Deacon now resigns tlie 
candidate to the Junior Deacon, or Con- 
ductor, and returns inside the Lodge, 
reporting to the Master that ail is ready. 

Master — Brethren, at the request of 
Mr. John Smith, ho has been proposed 
a 'id accepted in rcgtilar lorin as a mem- 
li ir of this Lodge. I therefore rccom- 
luoud him ns a proper candidate for tho 
mysteries of Free Masonry, and worthy 
to partake of all tho privileges of the fra- 
ternity. 

While tho Master is thus speaking in- 
side the Lodge, the candidate is divested 
of his clothing, (shirt excepted,) and is 
made to put on a pair of red flannel 
drawers*. Ho is then blindfolded, his 
left foot made bare, his right foot In a 
slipper, his loft breast and arm naked, 
ami a rope, called a cablo tow, put rouud 
his neck and loft arm, (tho rope is not put 
round tho arm in some Lodges.) in which 
posture tho candidate is conducted by 
tho Junior Deacon to the door, wncro ho 
is caused to glvo, or tho Junior Deacon 
gives, threo distinct knocks, which aro 
a isworod by throe from within j tho Ju- 
nior Deacon givoa one moro, which Is 
also answered by one from withlu. Tho 
door Is then partly opened. 

Senior Deacon— Who comes there 7 
Who comos there 7 Who comes there t 

Junior Deacon— A poor blind candi- 
date who has long been dosirous or 
having and receiving a part of tho rites 
a id benotits of tills worshipful Lodge, 
dedicated (some say erected) to God and 
hold forth to the holy order of St Johns, 
as all true follows and brothers havo 
done who have gone this way before him. 

Senior Deacon— Is it of his own freo 
will and accord ho makes this request? 
Is ho duly and truly prepared? worthy 
and well qualified i aud properly avouch- 
ed for i 

Junior Deacon— He possesses all these 
requisites. 

Senior Deacon— By what further rights 
does ho expect to rccolvo this bonotlt? 

Junior Deacon— By being a man, free 
1 mi, of lawful age, and under the touguo 
c. good report. 

Tho Senior Deacon then says— Since 
this is the case, you will wait till the 
Worshipful Master in the east la made 
acquainted with his request, and his an- 
swer returned. 

The Seuior Deacon repairs to the Mas- 
ter, wheu tho same questions arc asked 
and answers returned as at the door; 
after which, the Master says — Since he 
comes endowed with nil those uucessary 


qualifications, let him enter this worship- 
ful Lodge in the name of the Lord, ana 
take heed on what lie enters. 

The candidate then enters, the Senior 
Deacon at the same time pressing his 
naked left breast with the point of tho 
compass. 

Seuior Deacon (to the candidate)— 
Did you feel anything 7 

Candidate — I did. 

Senior Deacon — What was It ? 

Candidate — A torture. 

Tho Senior Deacon then says— As this 
is a torture to your flush, so may it ever 
bo to your mind aud conscience, if ever 
you should attempt to reveal the secrete 
of Masonry unlawfully. • 

Tho candidate is then conducted to the 
center of tho Lodge, whero he kneels, and 
the Senior Deacon kucels with him. Tho 
Master now gives throe raps with his 
gavel, when all the brethren rise, nml 
tho Deacon pronouuccs tho following 
prayer : 

“Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Fa- 
ther of tho uulvcrso, to this our present 
convention ; and grant that this candi- 
date lor Masonry may dedicate and do- 
vote bis life to thy service, and become a 
true aud faithful brother among us! 
luduo him with a competency of Thy 
divine wisdom, that by the secrets of 
our art he may be the better enabled to 
display the beauties of holiness, to tho 
honor of Thy holy uatno. So mote it bo. 
Amonl" , . . 

Blaster (putting his hand on tho head 
of candidate)— In whom do you put your 
trail 7 

Candidate — In God. 

Blaster (taking him by the right hand) 
—Your trust being iu God, your faith is 
wall founded. Follow your leader and 
fear no danger. 

The Senior Deacon then conducts the 
candidate three times regularly round tho 
Lodge, aud halts by tho Junior Warden 
in the south, where the same questions 
are asked and answers returned as at 
the door. As tho candidate aud Con- 
ductor are passing round the room, the 
Master reads the following passage of 
Scripture, and takes the same time lo 
read it, that they do to go rouud tlio 
Lodge room three times. 

“ Behold how good aud how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together In 
unity I It is like the precious ointment 
upou tho head, that rau down upon the 
beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went 
down to tho skirts of hia garment : ns 
the dew of Hcrmon, aud as the dew that 
descended upon tho mountains of SSi«‘u i 
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for there the Lord commanded the ble 
ing, even life for ever more.” 

The candidate is thou conducted to 
the Senior Warden in the west, where 
the same questions are asked and an- 
swers returned as before ; from thence 
ho is conducted to the Worshipful Was 
tor in the east, who demands of him 
Jrom whence he came, and whither ho 
Is traveling ? 

Candidate answers — From the west 
and traveling to the cast. 

Master — Why do you leave the west 
and travol to the cast ? 

Candidate — In search of light. 

Master thou says— Since the candidate 
is traveling in search of light, you will 
please conduct him back to the west 
from whence ho came, and put him in 
the care of the Senior Warden, who will 
teach him how to approach the east, the 
place of light, by advancing upon ono 
upright regular step, to the first stop, his 
foot forming tho right angle or an oblong 
square, his body erect at the altar beforo 
the Muster, and place him in a proper 
position to take upon him the solemn 
oath or obligation of an Entered Appren- 
tice Mason. 

Tho Sculor Warden rccoivea tho can- 
didate, and leads him back to within 
about two paces of the altar in tho cen- 
ter of tho Lodge, there instructing him 
what to do, viz. : the candidate steps off 
one step with hU left foot, and draws tho 
heel or his right foot into the hollow 
thereof, making his two feet stand at 
right angles. He thru stops off with his 
right foot, and knoels upon his left kneo. 
In doing which the knees must each form 
a square. lie places his loft hand, with 
the pahn up, under tho Holy Bible, with 
square and compass upon it, that lavs 
upon tho altar, and his right hand on top 
or them. This is the position in which 
a candidate is placed whon ho takes upon 
him the oath or obligation of au Entered 
Apprentice Mason. 

An soon as the candidate is placed in 
this position, the Worshipful Master ap- 
proaches him, and says— Mr. Smith, you 
are now placed in a proper position to 
take upon you the solemn oath or obli- 
gation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, 
which I assure you is neither to affect 
your religion or your politics. If you 
are willing to take it, repeat your name 
and say alter me:— "I, John 8mltb, of 

y own free will and accord, In presence 
Almighty God, and this worshipful 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, 
dedicated to God and held forth to the 
holy order of St. Johus, do hereby and 


hereon most solemnly and sincerely pro- 
mise and swear, that I will always hail, 
ever conceal, and never reveal any part 
or parts, ait or arts, point or points of 
the secrets, arts mid mysteries of ancient 
Free Masonry, which I have received, 
am about to receive, or may hereafter ho 
instructed in, to any person or persons 
iu the known world, except it bo a true 
and lawful brother Mason, or within tl.o 
body of a just and lawlully constituted 
Lodge of such, and not unto him, nor 
onto them whom 1 shall hear so to bo, 
but unto him and them only whom I 
shall find so to bo, after strict trial and 
due examination or lawful information. 
Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not write, print, stamp, stain, 
hew, cut, carvo, Indent, paint, or en- 
grave it on anything moveable or Jm 
moveable, under tho whole canopy of 
heaven, whereby, or whereon tho feast 
letter, figure, character, mark, slain, 
shadow, or resemblance of tho same 
may become legible or intelligible to 
myself or any other person in tin; known 
« orld, whereby the secrets of Masonry 
may ho unlawiully obtained through my 
unworthiuess. To all which I do most 
solemnly and sincerely promiso and 
swear, without the least equivocation, 
mental reservation, or self evasion of 
mind In mo whatevor; binding myself 
under no less penalty than to have my 
throat cut across, my tongue torn out 
by tho roots, and my body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea at low wnt,r 
mark, where tho tide ebbs and fl«,«8 
twice m twenty-four hours j so help mo 
God, and keep mo steadfast In the duo 
performance of tho same." 

Master— In token of your sincerity kiss 
the book. [Candidate kisses it.j 
Master— Brother, to you the secrets of 
Masonry are about to be unveiled, and a 
brighter sun never shone luster on your 
eyes ; while prostrate beforo this sacred 
altar, do you not shudder at every 
crimo ? have you not confidence in every 
virtue? May theso thoughts over In- 
spire you with the roost nob’.o senti- 
ments ; may you ever feel tlmt elevation 
of soul that 6h:ill scorn a dishonest act. 
Brother, what do you most desire ? 
Candidate — Light. 

Master (to brethren)— Brethren, stretch 
forth your hands aod assist in bringing 
this now made brother from darkness to 
light. 

The members having formed a circle 
round the candidate, the Master gays— 
“And God Baid, let there bo light, *and 
there was light.” At the same time, all 
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tbo brethren clap their hands and stamp 
on the floor with their right foot as heavy 
as possible, the bandage dropping from 
the candidate's eyes at the same instant. 
This great ami sudden transition from 
perfect darkness to h bright lighted room 
alter the candidate baa been so long bliud- 
e I, and full of fearful apprehensions, of- 
t :u produces the most carious effects on 
him. 

After the candidate is brought to light, 
tho Master addresses him as follows : 
Brother, on being brought to light, 

S ou first discover three great lights In 
asonrv by the assistance of threo lesser 
ones ; they are thus explained : the three 
great lights In Masonry are the Holy 
Bible, Square and Compass. The Holy 
Biblo is given to us as a rule and guido 
for our faith and practice ; tho Square, 
to square our actions, and tho Coinpass 
to keep us in duo bounds with all man- 
kind, but more especially with tho bre- 
thren. Tho threo lessor lights are threo 
burning tapers, or candles placed on can- 
dlesticks, standing in a triangular group ; 
they represent tho Sun, Moon, and Slas- 
tor of the Lodge, and aro thus explained : 
As tho sun rules tbo day and tho moon 

S vcms the night, so ought tho Worship- 
Master with equal regularity to rulo 
and govern his Lodgo, or cause tbo same 
to bo dono. 

The Worshipful Master now steps 
back a few paces, when tho Senior Dea- 
con odilrossos tho candidate : 

Senior Deacon — Brother, our Worship- 
ful Master approaches you from tho east 
under tho stop, Blgn and duo-guard of an 
Eutored Apprentice Mason - observe his 
manner of giving them, and imitate him 
os near as you can, keeping your posi- 
tion. [Stop off with loft foot, and bring 
boel of right foot into the hollow thereof, 
to form a square. This is tho first step 
in Masonry. Then glvo sign and due- 
guard, or right-angles and horizontals, 
as before explained.) 

Master (advancing) — Brother, I now 
present you my right hand, in token of 
friendship and brotherly love. With it 
you will receive the true grip of an En* 
J ;rcd Apprentice Mason. The name of 



the grip is Boaz. and tho Senior Deacon 
will instruct you In the precise manner it 


is to bo given, for it cannot be given truly 
except as he will explain to you. 

Master— What is that ? 

Candidate (instructed by Senior Dea- 
con)— A grip. 

Master— What grip ? 

Candidate— The grip of an Entered Ag 
prentice Mason. 

Master — Has it a name ? 

Candidate— It has. 

Master — Will you give it to mo ? 

Candidate — 1 did not so receive it, nei- 
ther can I bo impart It. 

Master — What will you do with it ? 

Candidate — Letter it, or halve it 

Master — Halve it, and begin. 

Candidate — You begin. 

Master — Begin you. 

Candidate — Bo 

Master — A z 

Candidate— B oaz. 

Master— Right, Brother Boaz, I greet 
you. [Boas is the name of the left baud 
pillar of tho porch of King .Solomon's 
Temple.) Arise, and salute the Junior 
and Senior Wardous as such, and con- 
vince them that you have been regularly 
Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Ma- 
son, and have got the sign, grip and word. 

Tho Master returns to his neat while tho 
Wardens are examining tho enndidato, 
and gets a lauib-skin or white apron, pre- 
sents it to tho candidate, saying : 

Master — Brother, I now present you 
with a lamb-skin or white apron ; it is an 
emblem of innocence, and tho badge of 
a Mason ; It has been worn by klups, 
princes, and potentates of the earth, who 
havo never been ashamed to wear it ; it 
is more honorable than the diadems of 
kings, or pearls of princesses, when wor- 

S worn. It Is more ancient than tho 
on Fleece or Roman Eagle ; more 
honorablo than tho Star and Garter ; or 
any other order that can be conferred 
upon you at this, or any other timo, ex- 
cept it bo in the body of a just and fully 
constituted Lodgo ; yon will carry it to 
the Senior Warden In the Went, who will 
teach yon how to wear it as an Entered 
Apprentice Mason. 

The candidate is conducted to the Se- 
nior Warden, who ties the apron on ai 1 
turns up the flap instead of letting it fail 
down in front of tho top of tho apron. 
This is the way Entered Apprentice Ma- 
sons wear, or ought to wear, their aprons 
until they are advanced. He is then con- 
ducted back to the Master, who again 
addresses him. 

Master — Brother, as you aro dressed, 
it is necessary you should have tools to 
work with ; I will now prose nt you with 
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the working tools of an Entered Appren- 
tice Masou, which arc the twenty-four 
inch guago and common gavel ; they are 
thus explained: the twenty lour inch 
guago is an instrument made u *0 of by 
operative mason* to measure and lay out 
their work, but we as Free and Accepted 
Masons, make uso of it for the more noble 
and glorious purpose of dividing our time. 
Thu twenty four inches on the gunge aro 
emblematical of the t wen ty -four hours in 
the day, which we aro taught to divide 
Into three cqmd parts, whereby wo fiud 
eight hours for the service of (»od, and a 
worthy distressed brother ; eight hours 
for our usual vocations; and eight for 
refreshment ami sleep. The common 
gavol is an instrument nindo uso of by 
operative masons to break olf the corners 
of rough stones, tho better to lit them for 
the builder's uso ; but wo, as Free aud 
Accepted Masons, uso it for the more 
noblo and glorious purpose of divesting 
our hearts and consciences of all tho 
vices and superfluities of life, thereby 
fitting our minds ns living and lively 
stones, for that spiritual building, that 
house not mado with hands, eternal in 
tho Heavens. 1 also present you with a 
cow name. It is CAUTION. It tenches 
you, as you aro barely instructed In the 
rudiments of Masonry, that you should 
be cautious over all your words nud ac- 
tions, particularly when before tho ene- 
mies of Masonry. 1 shall next present 
you with threo precious Jewels, which 
tiro a LISTENING EAR, a SILENT TONOUK, 
and a faithful heart. A listening car 
teaches you to listen to tho instructions of 
the Worshipful Master ; but more es- 
pecially that you should listen to tho 
crios of a worthy distressed brother. A 
silent tonguo tenches you to bo silent 
while in the Lodge, that the peace and 
harmony thereof may not bo disturbed, 
but more especially, that you should bo 
silent before tho enemies of Masonry, 
that tho craft may not bo brought into 
disrepute by your imprudence. A faith- 
ful heart teaches you to be faithful to the 
instructions of tho Worshipful Master at 
all times, but more especially, that you 
should be faithful and keep a'nd conceal 
tho secrets of Masonry, and those of a 
brother when given to you In charge as 
such, that they may remain as secure and 
inviolable ill your breast as in his own 
before he confided them to yon. I further 
prescut you with check words two ; their 
names are TRUTH aud UNION, and aro 
thus explained : Truth is a divine attri- 
bute, and tho foundation of every virtue. 
To bo good and true, is the first lesson 


we aro taught In Masonry. On this theme 
wc contemplate, and by its dictates en- 
deavor to regulate our conduct; hence, 
while influenced by this principle, hy- 
pocrisy ar.d deceit are unknown among 
us,* sincerity and plain dealing distinguish 
us, and the heart aud tongue join in pro- 
moting each other's welfare, and rejoic- 
ing in each other's prosperity. Union, is 
that kind of friendship which ought to 
appear conspicuous in every Mason's 
conduct It is so closely allied to tho di- 
vine attribute. Truth, that bo who enjoys 
tho one, is seldom destitute of the other. 
Should Interest, honor, prejudice, or hu- 
man depravity, ever fndtu-o you to vio- 
late any pail of tho sr.cred trust wo now 
repose in you, h t these two important 
words, at the earliest insinuation, teach 
you to put on the check-line of truth, 
which will infallibly direct you to pursuit 
that straight and narrow path which ends 
In tho full enjoy inoiit of the Grand Lodge- 
above ; where \vo shall all meet as Ma- 
sons and members In tho same family, in 
peace, harmony, nnd love ; where all dis- 
cord on account of politics, religion, or 
privato opinion shall bo unknown, and 
banished from within our wallB. 

Brother, It has been a custom from 
tlmo immemorial to demand, or ask from 
a newly made brother something of a 
metallic kind, not so much on account of 
its Intrinsic value, but that It may bo de- 
posited In tho archives of the Lodge, as 
a memorial that you was herein mndo a 
Mason ; a small trifle will bo sufficient ; 
anything of a metallic kind will do ; If 
you have no money, anything of a me- 
tallic nature will be sufficient ; evou a 
button will do. 

Candidate (who lias no clothing br.t his 
red drawer*)— I have nothing. 

Master — Search yourself carefully. 

Candidate searches, but nothing is 
found. 

Master— Perhaps you can borrow a 
trifle. 

Candidate trios to borrow, but no cue 
will lend to him. 

Master— Brother, let this ever be •< 
striking lesson to you, and tench you, if 
you should ever see a friend, but more 
especially a brother, in a like pennyiess 
situation, to contribute as liberally to Ids 
relief as his situation may require, and 
your abilities will admit, without mate 
rial injury to yourself or family. 

Master (to Senior Deacon) — Brother 
8cnior, you will conduct him back from 
whencehe came, and invest him of what 
he has been divested, and let him return 
for further instruction. 
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The candidate is now taken to the re- 
ception room, whore ho resumes his 
clothing, ami when ho returns into the 
Lodge, he is placed iu the north-cast cor- 
ner as tho youugust Apprentice, aud is 
told by the Master that he there stands 
a correct upright Mason, aud must ever 
conduct himself as such. The Master 
likewise delivers to him a charge, where- 
in lie is cautioned never to reveal the 
secret do'ngs insido a Lodge of Free Ha- 
sous, and never to recommend an un- 
worthy person as a candidate for the 
honors that have then and there been 
conferred upon him. 

The initiation of a candidate usually 
(though not necessarily) closes the busi- 
ness of a Lodge. 

Master— If any brother has further 
business for this Lodge, ho will present it 
now ; if not, the Secretary will read the 
minutes. [After the reading of the min- 
utes, the Worshipful Master proceeds to 
close, and in doing so he is bound by Ids 
oath to give tho whole or some part of 
the following.] 

CLOSING LECTU It E — FI RAT SECTION. 

Master (to Senior Warden)— From 
whenco came you as an Entered Ap- 
prentice, Brother Senior? 

Senior Warden— From a Lodge of the 
most holy St. Johus, or Jerusalem. 

Master— What came you hero to do ? 

Senior Warden — To improve myself 
In Masonry, and to learu to subdue my 
passions. 

Master — Aro yon, then, a Mason ? 

Senior Warden — I am so accepted 
among tho brothers and fellows of the 
Craft. 

Master — How do you prove to your- 
self that you aro a Mason ? 

Senior Warden — By being often tried, 
and never denied ; ami I am ready aud 
willing to bo tried again. 

Master— How shall 1 know you to be a 
Mason ? 

Senior Wardon— By signs, tokens, and 
the perfect points of entrance. 

Master — What are signs ? 

Sonior Warden— Bight angles, hori- 
tmtals, and perpendiculars. 

Master — Give me the sigu? 

Senior Warden opens and holds out hi* 
left hand, and then lays the open right 
baud across it, as in the first figure on 
page 7. 

Master — To what does it allude ? 

Senior Warden— Right angles allude 
to the manner in which iny hands were 
placed when I received the oath aud obli- 
gation of au Entered Apprentice Mason, 


my loft hand supporting the Holy Bible, 
square and compares ; iny right hand 
resting thereon. Horizontals aud per- 
pendiculars, [second figure ou page 7 ] 
aliude to the penally of tho obligation, 
when I swore I would have my throat 
cut across from ear to ear, my tongue 
torn out by the roots, and iny body bu- 
ried in the rough sands of the sea, a ca< 
Lie’s length from shore, at low water 
mark, where tho tide ebbs aud Hows 
twice in twenty -four hours. 

Master— Thank you, brother. What 
are token* ? 

Senior Warden — Certain friendly grips, 
whereby one brother can tell another in 
tho dark as well as in the light. 

(Tho Worshipful Master continue* to 
qurstiou the Senior Warden ns to the 
grips of an Entered Apprentice In m-arly 
tho same manner as a new candidate is 
questioned on his initiation, (hoc page 11,) 
aud tho replies arc the same.] 

Master— Where was you first prepared 
to be made a Mason ? 

Senior Wardon— In a room adjacent to 
tho body of a just and lawfully ooustl- 
tuted Lodge. 

Master — How was you prepared? 

Senior Wardon — I was divested of all 
metallic substances ; neither naked nor 
clothed, barefoot nor shod ; hood wink- 
ed j with a cable-tow about my nock ; in 
which situation I was led to the door of 
tho Lodge by one whom I afterward* 
found to be a brother. 

Master— How did yon know this to bo 
a door, you being hood-winked? 

Senior Warden— By first meeting re- 
sistance, and afterwards gaining admit- 
tance. 

Master— How gained you admission ? 

Senior Warden — By throo distinct 
knock* without, which wore answered 
by three from within. 

[Tho Master continues Ids inquiries as 
to the mauner that tho Senior Warden 
was Initiated Into the Lodge. Tho War- 
den answers each question by tolling, la 
precise words, what was said ami done to 
him on his initiation. Both the questions 
and answers are exactly those given on 
pages 9 to II, where a candidate Is going 
through hia initiation, except that they 
are here spoken of in tho past tense — tho 
Warden replying that he did so and so 
ou his first entrance into tho Lodge, &e..{ 

Master — After your Initiation into tho 
mysteries of our Craft, what tools were 
you presented with ? 

Senior Warden — The w orking tools of 
an Entered Apprentice Mason. 

Master — What were they '< 
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©cmor Warden— The twenty-four inch Senior Warden— The Grand Master's 

guage and common gavel check-word. 

Master— How were they explained ? Master— What was that ? 

Senior Warden— The twenty-tour inch Senior Warden— Truth. 

puage is an instrument made use of by Master— How explained ? 

operative masons to measure and lay out Senior Warden— Truth is a divine at- 

t cur work; but we, as Free and Ac- tribute, and the foundation of every vin- 
J >ted Masons, are taught to make use of tnc. To be good and true, are the fircfc 
f '.or the more noble and glorions pur- lessons wo are taught In Masonry. On 
fins of dividing our time. The twenty- this theme wo contemplate, aud by its 
fyiir inches on tho guage are emblemati- dictates endeavor to regulate our con- 
c.il or the twenty-four hours of tho day, duct ; hence, while In Hue need by this 
wluoh we aro taught to divide into three principle, hypocrisy and deceit are un- 
equal parts , whereby wo Hud eight hours known amongst us. Sincerity and plain- 
tor the service of God and a distressed dealing distinguish us ; and the heart and 
worthy brother, eight for our usual voca- tongue join in promoting each other's 
tiou, and eight tor refreshment and sleep, welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s 
I ho common gavel is au Instrument made prosperity. 

uao of by operative masons to break off Master -After your full Initiation into 


the corners of rough stones, the better 
to lit them for tho builder’s use , but wo, 
ns Free and Accepted Masons, are 
MiJglit to make uso of it for tho more 
noble aud glorious purpose of divesting 
our hearts and consciences of all the 


the Lodgo, what followed ? 

Senior Warden — I was conducted to 
the north-cast corner thereof, and there 
caused to stand upright like a man, my 
feet forming a square ; and I then re- 
ceived a solemn injunction, ever to walk 


vices and superfluities of life ; thereby aud act uprightly before God and man— 

lit tllilS nun tl.i a 1 2 . . Si • i * i ; . 


lit ting our minds, as living stones, for that 
spiritual building, that house not made 
with hands, eternal iu tho Heavens. 

Master — What was you next presented 
with ? 

ficnlor Warden— A new namo. 

Master— What was that? 

Sonior Warden— C aution. 

Master — What docs it teach ? 

Senior Warden — It teaches me, as I 
was barely instructed in the rudiments of 
Masonry, that I should bo cautious over 
all my words aud actions, especially when 
before its enemies. 


to submit conscientiously and truly to 
tho Government of the* country, and both 
in my private relations and outward do- 
mcauor to be particularly careful to 
avoid censure or reproach— never to re- 
veal tho secret doings inside a Lodge— 
and never to recommend an unworthy 
person as a candidate for tho houors of 
our Craft. 

SECOND SECTION. 

Master — Brother, you hnvo satisfied 


me as respects your Initiation, but there 
remain many things yet unexplained: 
therefore I Should like to know the KKA- 
Master— Wliat was you next presented son why you was divested of all metal. 
w 2“ ? lie substance t 

Sun. Warden— Three precious jewels. Senior Warden— Because Masonry re- 
Master— What were they t gards uo man on account of his worldly 

Senior >\ arden — A listening ear, a si- wealth or honors ; It is therefore the in- 
lent tongue, aud u faithful heart. temal aud not the external qualifications 


Master— What do they teach? 

Senior Warden— A listening ear teach- 
es mo to listen to tho instructions of the 
Worshipful Master, but more especially 
to tho cries of a worthy distressed bro- 
ther. A silent tongue teaches me to be 
silent in the Lodge, that the peaco and 
harmony thereof may not bo disturbed ; 
but moru especially before the enemies 
of Masonry. A faithful heart, that I 
should bo faithful, and keep and conceal 
tho secrets of Masonry, and those of a 


that recommend a man to Masons. 

Blaster — A second reason t 
Senior Warden — There was neither 
the sound of an ax, hammer, or any 
other metal tool, heard at the building (if 
King Solomon’s temple. 

Master — How could so stupendous a 
fabric be erected without tho sour.d of 
ax, hammer, or any other metal tool ? 

Senior Warden— All the stones wero 
hewed, squared, and numbered in tho 
quarries where they were raised, all tho 


brother, when delivered to me iu charge, timbers felled and prepared in the iorests 
as such; that thoy may remain as secure of Lebanon, and carried down to Joppa 
and inviolable in my breast as in his own ou floats aud taken from thence up to 
before they were communicated to mo. Jerusalem, and set up with wooden 
Master— \Y hat was next given to you ? malls, prepared for that purpose : which, 
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when completed, every part thereof fit- 
ted with that exact nice tv, that it had 
more the resemblance of the haudiwork- 
manship of the Supremo Architect of 
the universe, thau of human hands. 

Mantei-— Why was you neither naked 
nor clothed ? 

Senior Warden — As I was an object of 
distress at that time, it was to remind me, 
if ever I saw a friend, more especially a 
brother in a like distressed situation, that 
I should contribute as liberally to his re- 
lief as his situation required, and my 
abilities would povmlt, without material 
injury to myself or family. 

Master — ‘Why was you neither bare- 
foot nor shod? 

Senior Wardon — It was an ancient Is- 
raotitish custom adopted among Masons : 
and wo read in the book of Hnth con- 
cerning their modo and manner of re- 
deeming:, and changing “for to confirm 
all things, a man pluckod oft' his shoo 
and gavo it to his neighbor, and this was 
testimony in Israel." This then, there- 
fore, we do in confirmation of a token, 
and as a pledge of our fidelity ; thereby 
signifying that wo will rcnounco our own 
will in all things, and becomo obedient to 
the laws of our ancient institution. 

Master— Why was you hood-winked? 

Senior Wardon— That ray hoart might 
bo taught to conceal, before my eyes be- 
held the beauties of Masonry. 

Master — A second reason l 

Senior Warden— As I was in darkness 
at that tlmo, it was to roinind me that I 
should keep the whole world so respect- 
ing Masonry. 

Master — Why had you a cable -tow 
about your neck ? 

Senior Warden — For two reasons. 
First, had I not submitted to the manner 
aud mode of my Initiation, that I might 
have beon led out of the Lodge without 
seeing the form and beauties thereof. 
Secondly, had I recanted beforo being 
obligated, and made my escape, the peo- 
ple in the streets would have thought me 
either a crazy or a mad man ; and some 
worthy Mason knowing my situation 
would havo led me immediately back to 
the Lodge. 

Master—’ Why did you give three dis- 
tinct knocks at the door ? 

Senior Warden — To alarm the Lodge, 
aud let the Worshipful Master, Wardens, 
and brethren know that a poor blind 
candidate prayed admission. 

Master— What do these three distinct 
knocks allude to? 

Senior Warden — A certain passage in 
Scripture wherein it says, “ Ask and it 


shall be given, seek and ye Bhall find, 
knock aud it shall be opened unto you." 

Master— How did you apply tliis to 
your then case in Masoury ? 

Senior Warden — I asked the recom- 
mendations of a friend to become a AI.v 
son, I sought admission through his re- 
commendations, aud knocked, and the 
door of Masoury opened unto me. 

Master — Why was you caused to enter 
on the point of some eluirp instrument, 
pressing your naked leit breast ? 

Senior Warden — As this was a torture 
to my flesh, so might the rccolleetion of 
it ever bo to my heart aud conscience if 
ever I attempted to reveal the secrets of 
Masonry unlawfnlly. 

Master — Why was you conducted to 
the center of the Lodge, aiul there caused 
to kneel for the benefit of a prayer ? 

Senior Wardeu — Before entering on 
this, or any other great and important 
undertaking, it is highly necessary to im- 
plore a blessing from Deity. 

Master— Why was you asked in whom 
you put your trust? 

Senior Wardeu— Agreeable to the laws 
of our ancient institution, no atheist 
could bo made a Mason ; it was there- 
fore necessary that I should profess a 
belief in Deity ; otherwise, no oath or 
obligation conld bind me. 

Master — Why did the Worshipful Mas- 
ter take you by tho right hand, and bid 
you rise, follow your leader, and foar uo 
danger f 

8enior Warden— As I was in darkness 
at that time and could neither foresee nor 
avoid danger, it was to remind me that I 
was in the hands of an affectionate 
friend, In whoso fidelity I might with 
safety confide. 

Master— Why was you conducted threo 
times regularly round the Lodge ? 

Senior Wardeu — That the Wondiipful 
Master, Wardens, and brethren might 
see that I was duly and truly prepared. 

Master — Why did you meet with thoso 
several obstructions on tho way ? 

Senior Warden — This and every other 
Lodge is, or ought to be, a true repre- 
sentation of King Solomon's temple, 
which, when completed, had guards sta- 
tioned at the east, west and south gates. 

Master — Why had they guards station- 
ed at those several gates? 

Senior Warden^To prevent any from 
passing or re passing that was not dis- 
qualified. 

Master — Why did you kneel on your 
left knee, and not on your right, or both ? 

Senior Warden— The left side has ever 
been considered the weakest part of the 
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body, It was therefore to remind me that 
tho part I was now taking upon me was 
the weakest part of Masonry, it being 
that only an Entered Apprentice. 

Master— Why was your right hand 
placed ou the Holy Bible, square ami 
i unpass, aud not your lelt, or both? 

Senior Warden— Tho right baud has 
c or been considered tho seat of fidelity, 
&.;d our ancient brethren worshiped a 
deity under the name of Fidbs , which 
has been sometimes represented by two 
right hands joined together; at others, 
by two human figures holding each other 
by tho right hand ; the right baud, there- 
fore, we use in this great and important 
undertaking, to signiiy lu the strongest 
manner possible the sincerity of our in- 
tentions in the business wo are engaged. 

Master—' Why did tho Worshipful Mas- 
ter present you with a lamb skin, or white 
apron ? 

Sonior Warden— The lamb-skin has, in 
all ages, been deemed an emblem of in- 
nocence ; he, therefore, who wears the 
lamb-skin, as a badge of a Mason, is 
thereby continually reminded of that pu- 
rity of life and rectitude of conduct 
which is so essentially necessary to our 
gaining admission Into the Celestial 
Lodge above, where tho Supremo Ar- 
chitect of the Universe presides. 

Master— Why did the Master mako a 
demand of you, of something of a metal- 
lic nature 1 

Senior Warden— As I was In a poor 
nud pennylcss situation at that time, It 
was to remind me If evur I saw a friend, 
but more especially a brother, in the like 
poor and pcnuyles* situation, that 1 
should contribute as liberally to bis re- 
lief as my abilities would admit aud his 
situation required, without injuring my- 
self or family. 

Master— Why was you conducted to 
tho uorth-cast corner of tho Lodge, aud 
thore caused to stand upright like a man, 
your feet formiug a square, receiving at 
tho same time a solemn charge ever to 
walk and act uprightly before God and 
man ? 

Senior Warden— Tho first stone in 
even* Masonic edifice is, or ought to be, 
placed at the north-east corner, that be- 
ing tho place where an Entered Appren- 
tice Masou receives his first instructions 
to build his future Masouic edifice upon. 

THIRD SECTION. 

Master— Wo have been saying a good 
deal about a Lodge. I waut to know 
what constitutes a Lodge ? 

Senior Warden— A certain number of 
Fro© and Accepted Masons, duly as- 


sembled In a room, or place, with the 
Holy Bible, square and compass, aud 
other Masonic implements, with a char- 
ter from the Grand Lodge empowering 
them to work. 

Master— Where did our ancient bre- 
thren rnec-t, before Lodges were erected ? 

Senior Warden— On the highest hills, 
and in tho lowest vales. 

Master — Why on the highest hills, aud 
in the lowest vales ? 

Senior Warden— Tho better to guard 
against towans and enemies, either as- 
cending or descending, that the brethren 
might have timely notice of thoir ap- 
proach to preveut being surprised. 

Master— What is the form of your 
Lodge ? 

Senior Warden — An oblong square. 

Master— How long ? 

Senior Warden— From east to wcHt. 

Master— How wide ? 

Senior Warden— Betwoeu north and 
south. 

Masteut-How high ? 

Senior Warden— From the surface of 
the earth to tho highest heaven. 

Master— How deep ? 

Senior Warden— From the surface to 
tho center. 

Master— What supports your Lodge ? 

Senior Warden— Three large columns 
or pillars. 

Master— What aro their names 1 

Senior Warden— Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty. 

Master— Why so ? 

Senior Warden— Because it Is neces- 
sary there should bo wisdom to contrive, 
strength to support, and beauty to adorn 
all great and important undertaking* ; 
but moro especially this of ours. 

Master— Has vour Lodge any covering? 

Senior Warden— It has ; a clouded ca- 
nopy, or starry-decked heaven, where all 
good Masons hopo to arrive. 

Master— How do they hope to arrive 
there ? 

Senior Warden— By tho assistance of 
Jacob's ladder. 

Master— How many principal round 
has it got ? 

Senior Warden— Three. 

Master— What aro their names 1 

Senior Warden — Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. 

Master— What do they teach ? 

Senior Warden— Faith iu God, hope in 
immortality, aud charity to all mankind. 

Master— Has your Lodge any furni- 
ture ? 

Senior Warden— It haB ; the Holy Bi< 
blc, square, and compasses. 
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Master— To whom are they dedicated ? 

Senior Warden— The Bible to God, 
the square to the Master, aud the com- 
pares to tho Craft 

Master— How explained ? 

Senior Warden— The Bible to God, It 
being the inestimable gift of God to 
man, for his Instruction, to guide 1dm 
through the rugged paths of life ; the 
square to the Master, it being the proper 
emblem of his office ; the compasses to 
the Craft, by a duo attention to which, 
wo are taught to limit our desires, curb 
our ambition, subdue our irregular appe- 
tites, and keep our passions aud preju- 
dices in due bounds with all mankind, 
• but more especially with tho brethren. 

Master— lias your Lodge any orna- 
ments ? 

Senior Warden— It has ; the Mosaic, 
or chequered pavement ; the indeuted 
tassel, that bountiful tasselated bonier 
which surrounds it; with tho blazing 
star in the center. 

Master— What do they represent? 

Hetiior Wardon— The Mosaic, or che- 
quered pavement, represents this world, 
which, though chequered over with goo» 
and evil, yet brethren may walk together 
thereon and not stuinblcv— the indented 
trixaol, with tho blazing star in tho center, 
tho manifold blosslugs and comforts with 
which wo arc surremuded iu this life, but 
more cftpcclally those which we hope to 
enjoy horealtcr— the blazlug star, that 
juudonco which ought to appear con- 
spicuous In tho conduct of ©very Mason, 
but more especially commemorative of 
tho star which appeared in the cast, to 
gwiile tho wiso men of Bethlehem, to 
proclaim the birth aud presence of the 
Son of God. 

Master — Has your Lodge any lights ? 

Sonior Warden — It has three. 

Master— IIow are they situated? 

Senior Wardon— East, west, aud south. 

Master — Has it nono in the north? 

Senior Warden — It has not. - 

Master— Why so? 

Senior Wardon— Because this and ev- 
ery other Lodge is, or ought to bo, a true 
representation of King Solomon's tem- 
ple, which was situated north of the 
ocliptio, the sun and moon, therefore, 
dartmg their rays from tho south, no 
light was to be expected from the north : 
we, therefore, Masonically, tonn the 
north a place of darkness. 

Master — Has your lodge any jewels? 

Senior Warden— It has six ; throe 
movable, and three immovable. 

Master — What are those three jewels 
that you call movable ? . | 
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Senior Warden— The square, level, 
and plumb. 

Master— What do they teach ? 

Senior Warden— The square, mortal- 
ity ; the level, equality ; and the plumb, 
rectitude of life and conduct. 

Master — What are the three immovable 
jewels ? 

Senior Warden — The rough ashlar., 
the perfect ashlar, and the trestle-board. 
Master — What are they ? 

Senior Warden — The rough ashlar is a 
stone iu Its rough aud natural state , the 
perfect ashlar Is also a stone, made ready 
by the working tools of the Fellow Craft, 
to be adjusted in the building ; and the 
trestle-board is for the master workman 
to draw bis plans and designs upon. 
Master— What do they represent ? 
Senior Warden — The rough ashlar re- 
presents man In his rude and imperfect 
Htnto by nature ; the perfect ashlar also 
represents man In the state of perfec- 
tion, to which we all hope to arrive, by 
m< aim of a virtuous life and education, 
our own endeavors aud the blessing of 
God. Ju erecting our temporal building, 
wo pursue the plans aud designs laid 
down by tho master workman on his 
trestle-board ; but in erecting our spirit- 
ual building, we pursuo the plans and 
designs laid down by tho Supremo Geo- 
metrician of tho Universe, in the book of 
Nature, which wc. Masoulcally, term our 
spiritual trenti- -board. 

Master — Whom did you servo ? 

8cnlor Warden— My master. 

Master — How long ? 

8enior Wardon— Six days. 

Master— What did you servo him with 1 

Seulor Warden — Freedom, fervency, 
and zoal. 

Master — What do they present ? 

Senior Warden— Chalk, charcoal, and 
clay. 

Master— Why so ? 

Senior Warden— There is nothing freer 
than chalk, the slightest touch of which 
leaves a trace behind ,• nothing more fer- 
vent than charcoal, for when properly 
heated. It will cause tho most obdurato 
metals to yield; nothing more sealow 
than clay, or earth, to bring forth. 

Master — How is your Lodge situated?' 

Senior Warden— Due east and west 

Master — Why so ? 

Senior W ardeu — Because, the sun rises 
in the east, and sets in tho west. 

Master — A second reason ? 

Sonior Warden - Because the gospel 
was first preached iu the east, and is 
spreading to the west. 

Master— A third reason? 
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Senior Warden— The liberal aria and 
sciences began in the east, and are ex- 
tending to the west. 

Master — A fourth reason ? 

Senior Warden— Because all churches 
and chapels arc, or should bo so situated. 
Master — Why arc all churches and 
Impels so Biluated? 

Senior Warden — Because King Solo- 
on's temple was so situated. 

Master — Why was King Solomon’s 
temple so situated ? 

Senior Warden — Because Moses, after 
conducting the children of Israel through 
the Red Sea, by divine command, erect- 
ed a tabernacle to God, and placed it 
duo east aud west, which was to com- 
memorate, to the latest posterity, that 
miraculous east wind that wrought their 
mighty deliverance ; aud this was an ex- 
act model of Solomon’s temple. Since 
that time, every well regulated and gov- 
erned Lodge is, or ought to bo so situated. 

Master — To whom did our ancient bre- 
thren dedicate their Lodges ? 

Senior Warden— To King Solomou. 
Master— Why so ? 

Senior Warden— Because King Solo- 
mou was our most ancient Grand Master. 

Master— To whom do modern Masons 
dedicate their Lodges? 

Senior Wardon— To St. John the Bap- 
tist aud St John the Evangelist 
Muster— Why so 1 

Senior Warden— Bocauso they were 
the two most eminent Christian patrons 
of Masonry; aud since their time, in 
every well regulated and governed 
Lodge, there has been a certain point 
within the circle, which circle la bound- 
ed on the cast and west by two perpen- 
dicular parallel lines, representing the 
anniversary of St. John the Baptist, and 
St.John the Evangelist, who were per- 
fect parallels, as well In Masonry as 
Christianity; on the vertex of which 
rests the book of the Holy Scriptures, 
supporting Jacob’s ladder, which is said 
to reach the watery clonds ; and In pass- 
ing round this circle, we naturally touch 
on both these perpendicular parallel 
lines, as well as the book of the Holy 
Scriptures , and while a Mason keeps 
himself thus circumscribed, he cannot 
materially err. 

This ends the Lecture. The Worship- 
ful Master now gives one rap with his 
gavel, which brings the Junior Deacon 
on his feet, and says — Brother Junior, 
the last, as well as the first caro of con- 
gregated Mason b 1 

Junior Deacon — To see the Lodge 
tyiod, Worshipful. 


Master— Attend to that part of your 
duty, and inform the Tyler that wo are 
about to close this Lodge ot Entered Ap- 
prentice Masons. 

Juuior Deacon steps to the door and 
informs the Tyler that the Lodge Is 
about to be closed, and directs him to 
tyle accordingly ; he then returns to his 
seat and says — We are tyled, Worshipful. 

Master—' How tyled i 

Junior Deacon — With secrcsy and bro- 
therly love ; also a brother ot this degree 
without the door, with a drown sword in 
his hand. 

The same questions as at the opening 
are now asked by the Master as to the 
respective positions and duties of the 
several officers of the Lodge, and the 
samo replies given, lie then reads the 
following closing charge from the Ma- 
sonic Text Book : 

Brethren, as wo are about to quit this 
place aud mix again with the world, I 
would warn you not to forget the duties 
which you have heard so frequently in- 
culcated, and bo forcibly recommended In 
this Lodge. Be dllligont, prudent, tern- 
perato and discreet ; and remember that 
around this altar you have promised to 
befriend and relieve evory w orthy bro- 
ther who shall need your assistance. Bo 
ye, then, nil of ouo mind ; live In peaco ; 
and may the God of love aud peaco de- 
light to dwell with and bless you. 

Master (rising)— It is my will and plea- 
sure that tli is Lodge of Entered Apju en- 
tice Masons be now closed, and Bland 
closed till our next regular communica- 
tion, unless couvened by some sudden 
emergency ; In which case, due and 
timely notice will be given. Brother 
Senior Warden, you will communicate 
tho same to the Junior Warden In the 
south, that tho brethren present may 
have duo and timely notice, Ac. [Tho 
Seuior Warden informs the Juuior War- 
deu, and he the brethren, ns above.) 

Master — May the blessing of Heaven 
rest upon us, and all regular Masons, 
may brotherly lctvo prevail, and every 
moral and social virtue cement us. So 
mote it bo. Amen. 

Here the signs are given. (See p. 7 J 

Master — How do Masons meet, Brother 
Senior? 

Senior Warden— On the level, Wor- 
shipful. 

Master — How do Masons part, Brother 
Junior? 

Junior Warden— On the square, Wor- 
shipful. 

Master — So let us meet, and so let us 
part, in the name of the Lord. 
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SECOND DEGREE. 

A Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons. 

The ceremonies iu opening, closing, 
and conducting the business of a Lodge 
in this degree, are precisely the same as 
those In an Entered Apprentice's Lodge, 
except that there Is a difference in the 
signs, and in some minor details, which 
will ho explained In due course. Five 
officers can open a Lodge in this degree, 
viz. : Master, two Wardens, and two 
Deacons ; but it is customary to have a 
Secretary and Treasurer in addition. On 
assembling at the Lodge the Worshipful 
Master puts on his hat (which, indeed, Is 
the custom in each degree.) and rising, 
says : 

Master — Brethren, I am about to open 
n Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons, in this 
place, tor the dispatch of business, and I 
will thank you for your assistance. Ev- 
ory person present who is not of this 
degree will please to rotiro. 

• Master sits down, gives ono rap with 
the gavel, and says : Brother Senior 
Warden, you will receive the pass-word 
hi the west, nnd send it up to the east 

The Senior and Junior Deacons there- 
upon go to the Senior Warden and whis- 
per the pass word of this degree in his 
oar. [It Is Shtquoleth I In lato years, 
ainco all the doings nnd pass-words inside 
the Lodge have been made public, the 
Lodges have peculiar modes of their own 
*- ironounco them.} 

Senior Warden to Deacons— The word 
i3 right In the west; you will receive it 
from the brethren, and carry it up to the 
oast. 

, The two Deacons then go round among 
jf e brethren and receive tho word bv 
J:>lding ono ear close to the month of 
each person who Imparts it, and it is 
spoken in tho lowest possible whisper. 
Any Fellow Craft Mason present who 
cannot pronounce it right is ordered out 
into the other room, and must there be ex- 
amined to see what is the matter. After 
receiving it from all the members pre- 
sent, tho Deacons go to the Worshipful 
Master and whisper it in his car. 


Master — The pass-word Is correctly 

C n, and I will now proceed to open a 
ge of Fellow Craft Masons. Brother 
Secretary, you will read the minutes of 
our last meeting. 

The Secretary reads the minutes, nnd 
the business of the Lodge proceeds as in 
the Entered Apprenticed Degree. Should 
there be a candidate for advancement, 
the Worshipful Master directs the Dea- 
cons to instruct him. The candidate is 
taken into the preparation room by tho 
Junior Deacon, and prepared in the man- 
ner following : All his clothing taken off, 



except bis shirt ; furnished with a pair of 
drawers ; his right breast bare ; his left 
foot in a slipper ; the right foot bare ; a 
cable-tow twice round his neck; semi- 
hood winked, or the right eye blinded f 
in which situation he is conducted to tho 
door of the Lodge, where he gives two 
knocks, when the Seuior Warden rises 
and says : 

Senior Warden, to Master— Worship, 
ful, while we are peaceably at work on 
the Second Degree of Mason rv. under 
the influence of Faith, Hope and Charity, 
the door of our Lodge is alarmed. 

Master, to Senior Deacon — Brother 
Senior, attend to the cause of that alarm, 
and see who comeR there. 

The Senior Deacon goes to the door 
and gives two raps on the inside in an- 
swer to those outside. Candidate (or 
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Junior Deacon for him) then gives a 
single rap, and then partly opens the 
door. 

Senior Deacon— Who comes here ? 
Who comes lion* ? 

Junior Deacon— A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
Entered Apprentice Mason, served a 
proper time as such, ami now wishes for 
lurthcr light in Masonry, by being passed 
to the degree of Fellow Craft. 

Senior Deacon, to candidate— 1$ it of 
your own free will and accord you make 
this request ? 

Candidate — It to. 

Senior Deacon to Junior Deacon — Is 
bo duly and truly prepared? 

Junior Deacon — He Is. 

Senior Deacon— Is ho worthy and well 
qualified ? 

Junior Doacou — He Is. 

Senior Doacou— Has he made suitable 
proficiency in the preceding degree T 
Juuior Deacon— Ho has. 

Senior Deacon— By what further right 
does he expect to obtain this benefit, and 
gain admission to our Lodge ! 

Juuior Deacon— By the benefit of a 
pass-word. 

Senior Deacon— Has ho a pass word t 
Junior Deacon -Ho has not, but I 
have it for him. 

Senior Deacon— Advance, and give it 
to mo. 

The Junior Deacon stops forward and 
wl.Upors Shibboleth in the ear of his 

Senior. ... 

Seuior Deacon— The pass Is right ^ and 
since this to the case, you will wait until 
the Worshipful Master in the cast Is 
made acquainted with your request, and 
his answer returned. 

Tho Senior Deacon now goes to the 
Master and gives two raps, as at tho 
door, which are answered by two from 
tho Master , when the same questions are 
asked, and answers returned, as at the 
door. 

Master to Senior Deacon — Smco no 
•omos indued with all these necessary 
qualifications, let him enter this Wor- 
' rlilpful Lodge in the name of the Lord, 
and take heed on what he enters. 

The door is now opeued and the can- 
didate enters, conducted by the Junior 
Deacon. 

Seuior Deacon to candidate— Brother, 
when you entered this Lodge the first 
time, you entered ou the point of the 
Compass pressing your naked left breast, 
which was then explained to yon. ^ ou 
now enter it on the angle of the Square 
pressing your naked right breast, which 


is to teach you to act upon Lie square 
with all mankind, but more especially 
with a brother Mason. 

The candidate is then conducted twice 
regularly round the Lodge, and while ho 
is thus walking the Worshipful Master 
reads from the seventh chapter of Amos, 
versus 7 and 8 : Thus ho showed me, m <1 
behold the Lord stood upon a wall made 
by a plmub lino, with a plumb lino in 1:1a 
hand. And the Lord said unto me, A mor, 
what secst thou? And I said, a. plumb 
lino. Then the Lord said, behold I will 
set a plumb line In the midst of my peo- 
ple Israel ; I will not again pass by them 

any more. . , , . 

By tho time tho reading is ended, tr.o 
candidate has made his second revolution 
arouud the Lodge, and he now halts be- 
fore tho Juuior Warden in tho south, 
where ho gives two raps, and is answer- 
ed by two. when tho same questions are 
asked and answers returned as at tho 
door. From thenco he is conducted to 
the Senior Warden in tho west, where 
the same questions ore asked, and an- 
swers returned as before, lie is then 
conducted to tho Worshipful ft’ aster in 
tho cast, where tho same questions are 
asked, and answers returned. 

Master to Seuior Deacon— From 
whence camo you, and whither aro you 

traveling ? . . . , 

Senior Deacon— From tho west, and 
traveling to tho east. 

Mostci r — Why do you leave the west 
and journey towards tho cost? 

Senior Deacon- Wo are in search ol 
more light in Maaonry. 

Master— Slnco this Is the case, you will 
please conduct the candidate buck to tho 
west, from whence he came, and put him 
in the caro of tljo Senior Warden, who 
will teach him how to approach tiio cast, 
tho place of light, by advancing upon 
two upright regular steps to the second 
step : [the heel of tho left foot is placed 
in the hollow of the right foot, in this de- 
gree! ; feet forming the right angle of 
an oblong square, and his body erect at 
the altar before the Worshiped Master ; 
and cause him to kneel, in duo form, to 
take the solemn oath or obligation ol a 
Fellow Craft Mason. 

The Senior Warden receives and it . 
structs the candidate, directing l.im to 
step off with his left foot, and then with 
his riirht, and then bring tho heel of the 
left foot hi the hollow of the right. Ho 
then kneels on his right knee before tho 
altar, making his left knee form a square 
His left arm, as far as the elbow, should 
be held iu a horizontal position, and the 
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rest of the arm In a vertical position, all of which, I do most solemnly and sin- 
forming another square — his arm sup- cerely promise and swear, without any 
ported by the square, held under his hesitation, mental reservation, or self- 
elbow. evasion of iniud in me whatever, binding 

Master loaves his seat, approaches the myself under no less penalty than to 
kneeling candidate, and says— Brother, have my left, breast torn open, my heart 
you are now placed in a proj>er position and vitals taken from thence, thrown 
f > take ou you the solemn oath, or obli- over my left shoulder, and carried to the 
gition, of a Follow Craft Mason, which valley of Jehosaphat, there to become a 
1 assure you, like your former obligation, prey to the wild beasts of the Held, ami 
will not interfere w ith your duty to your vultures of thy air, should I wilfully vio- 
country or your Maker. If yon are 1 late, or transgress any part of this, my 
willing to take it, roj>eat yonr name, and solemn oath or obligation, of a Fellow 
say after mo: — X, John Smith, - of my - Craft Mason. So help mo God, and kcop 
own freo will and accord, in tho pro- mo steadfast in the due performance of 


sonce of Almighty God, and this Wor- 
shipful Lodge of Fellow Craft Masons, 
erected to God, and dedicated to the holy 
order of St. Johns, do hereby and hereon 
most solemnly and siucercly promise and 
swear, in addition to my former obliga- 
tion, that I will not give tho secrets of 
the degree of a Follow Craft Mason to 
any one of an Inferior degree, nor to any 
other being' in tho known world, except 
it be to a true and lawful brother, or 
brethren Fellow Craft Masons, or within 
tho body of a Just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lod^e of such ; and not unto him 
nor unto them whom I shall hear so to 
be, but unto him and unto them ouly 
whom I shall And so to bo, after strict 
trial aud due examination, or lawful In- 
formation. Furthermore, do I promise 
aud swear, that I will not knowingly 
wrong this Lodge, nor a brother of this 
degree, to tho value of two ccuts, my- 
self, nor suffer it to be done by others, 
if in rav power to prevent It. Further- 
inoro, do I promise aud swear, that I will 
support tho Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge of the United States, and of the 
Grand Lodge of this State, under which 
this Lodge is held, and conform to all the 
bye-laws, rules, and regulations of this, 
or auy other Lodge, of which I may, at 
any time hereafter, become a member. 
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs and 
summonses given, handed, sent, or thrown 
to mo by tho hand of a brother Fellow 
Cralt Mason, or from the body of a just 
o id lawfully constituted Lodge of such ; 
provided it be within the leugth of my 
cable-tow, or a square and angle of my 
work. Furthermore, do I promise aud 
swear, that 1 will be aiding and assisting 
all poor and indigent brethren Fellow 
Cralte, their widows and orphans, where- 
soever dispersed round the globe, they 
applying to me as such, and I iindiug ; 
them worthy, as far as in my power, 
without injuring myself or family. To 


the same. 

Master — Detach your hands and kiss 
the book twice. 

Candidate kisses the Bible on tho altar 
as directed, when the Senior Deacon 
moves tho bandage which has blinded 
candidate's right eye, so that it covers 
both his eyes, leaving him entirely hood- 
winked. 

Master (laying his hand on candidate’s 
head) — Brother, iu your present situa- 
tion, what do you most desire 1 

Candidate— More light. 

Master — Brethren, form on tho square, 
stretch forth your hands, and assist in 
bringing this new-made brother to move 
light. [A short pause, and ho continues.] 
And God said, Let thero bo light, and 
there was light 

At this moment tho Senior Deacon 
suddenly strips off the baudago from (he 
candidate’s eyes, while tho brethren pro- 
sent clap their hands and stamp on the 
floor, giving the graud shock, nB iu the 
Entered Apprentice’s degree. 

Master to candidato— 'Brother, on ba* 
ing brought to light, what do you dis- 
cover iu this degree different from what 
you saw as an Entered Apprentice I 

Candidate Intimates that he sees no- 
thing different. 

Master — There is this difference : You 
behold on the altar one point of the com* 
pass elevated ahove tho square, whereas 
iu the former dogree both points were 
underneath. This signifies to you that 
you have received more light in Ala* 
sonrv ; and as one point is yet hid be- 
neath the square, so are you in darkness, 
as it regards one material point In Ala* 
sonry. [The Master stops off from tho 
candidate three or four steps, and con- 
tinues.] Brother, you now discover mo 
as Master of this Lodge, approaching 
you from the east, under the sign and 
due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason ; do 
as I do, as near as you can, keeping your 
position. 
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This Bi'g-n Is given by Sign and Dne-tnard of 
taking hold of the left a Fellow-Craft, 
breast, with the right 
hand, as though you 
Intended to tear out a 
piece of it, then draw 
your baud, with the 
fingers partly clench- 
ed, from tho left to the 
right side, with some 
quickness, and drop it 
down by your Bide.— 

The due-guard is giv- 
en by raining the left 
arm until that part of 
it between the elbow 
and shoulder Is per- 
fectly horizontal, thou 
raising the rest of tho 
arm In a vertical posl- 

tlou, so that that part 

of the arm below the elbow, and that 
part above it, forms a square. Tho two 
nre always given together, and are called 
the sign and duo-guard of a Fellow Craft. 

‘ Master — Brother, I now prosent you 
with my right hand, in token of brother- 
ly love and confidence, aud with It the 
pass-grip aud word of a Fellow Craft 
Mason. 

Tho pass-grip is given by taking each 
other by the right hand, as though going 
to Hhako hands, and each putting his 
thumb between tho fore aud second fin- 
ger, whero they loin the hands, and 
pressing the thumb between the joints. 




This is the regular pass-grip of a Fellow 
Crnlt Mason, and the name of It is SHIB- 
BOLETH. Its origin is explained here- 
after. In some Lodges the word is given 
In syllables, but usually it is pronounced 
entire. 

The real grip of a Fellow Craft Mason 
is given by putting the thumb on tho 
Joint of the second finger where it joins 
the hand, and then each one should 
crook his thumb so ho can stick tbo nail 
into the iolnt of tho other. The name 
oi tho grip is Jachin. 



After the Worshipful Master has given 
the candidate these grips iu due form, ho 
says — Arise, brother Jachin, from a square 
to a perpendicular ; go and salute the Ju- 
nior aud Senior Wardens, and convince 
them that you have been regularly pass- 
ed to the degree of Fellow' Craft [The 
candidate goes and salutes tho Wardens 
with the Fellow Craft sign.] 

After saluting the Wardens he is cor. 
ducted back to the Worshipful Muster i;\ 
the east, who thus addresses him: Bro- 
ther, I now have the honor of presenting 
you with a lamb-skin apron, as before, 
which I hope you will continue to wear 
with honor to yourself, and satisfaction 
to the brethren ; you will please carry It 
to the Senior Warden iu tho West, who 
will teach you how to wear it as a Fel- 
low Craft Mason. 

Tho candidate goes to the Senior War- 
den, who tits on his apron, and turns up 
one corner of the lower end, tucking It 
under tho apron string. 

8eulor Warden— At the building of 
King Solomon’s Temple, tho workmen 
were distinguished by the manner in 
which they wore their aprons. Fellow 
Crafts wore theirs iu the uiaunor 1 huvo 
here arranged. 

The candidate Is again conducted by 
the Senior Deacon back to tho Worship- 
fill Master in the east. 

Master — Brother, as you are dressed, it 
is necessary you should have tools to 
work with: I will, therefore, present 
you with the tools of a Fellow Craft Ma- 
sou. They are the plumb, square and 
level. Tho plumb Is an instrument niado 
us© of by operative Masons to raise per- 
pendiculars ; the square, to square their 
work , aud tho level, to lay horizontal* : 
but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, 
are taught to uso them for more nnblo 
and glorious purposes. The plumb 
teaches us to walk uprightly, in our se- 
veral stations, before God and man ; 
squaring our actions by tho square of 
virtue ; and remembering that wo are 
traveling on the level of time to that 
“ undiscovered country, from whoso 
bourne no traveler returns." I furth< r 
present you with three precious jewels; 
their names axe Faith, Hope, aud Cha- 
rity ; they teach us to have faith in God, 
hope in immortality, and charity to all 
mankind. The greatest of these three 
is Charity; for Faith may be lost in 
sight, Hope often ends in fruition, but 
Charity extends beyond the grave, 
through boundless realms of eternity. 

The Senior Deacon now conducts tin 
candidate back to the preparation room. 
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whero ho pats ou his clothes. While he i hollow, the better to withstand inunda- 
is doing this the- Lodge is prepared for | tions aud conflagrations ; they were the 
bis reception with door cloth, columns, l archives of Masonry, and contained the 
&,c. When lie is dressed, lie returns, constitution, roils, aud records. [The 
and as he enters the door of the Lodge, Senior Deacon having explained the co- 
the Settlor Deacon says : “ We are now 1 union, he passes between them, advances 
to return to the middle chamber of King a step or two, observing as be advances:] 
Solomon's Temple." After they got In- Brother, we will pursue our travels i the 
side, ho continues: next thing that we come to, is a lonr, 

Senior Deacon — Brother, we have now winding stair case, with three, five, bov, a i 
worked in speculative Masonry, but our steps, or more. The three first allude io 1 
forefathers wrought both in speculative the three principal supports in Masonry, 
aud operative Masonry. They worked viz. : Wisdom, Streugth, and Beauty ; 
at the building of King Solomon's Tcm- the five steps allude to the five orders 
pie, and many other masonic edifices : In architecture, and the five human 
they wrought six days; they did not senses. The five orders in architecture 
work on the seventh, because In six are, the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, 
days God created the heavens and the and Composite ; the five human senses 
earth, aud rested on the seventh day. are hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling, 
Tho seventh, therefore, our aucicnt bre- and tasting ; the three first of which, 
thren consecrated as a day of rest ; have ever been highly essential among 
thereby enjoying moro frequent oppor- Masons : hearing, to hear the word ; 
tuultiea to contemplate tho glorious seeing, to see the sign ; and feeling, to 
works of creation, and to adore their feel the grip, whereby one Mason may 
great Creator. [Senior Deacon now know another In the dark as well as In 
steps forward a few stops.] Brother, tho the light The seven steps allude to tho 
first thing that attracts our attention, are seven sabbatical years ; seven years of 
two large columns, or pillars, one ou the fanxino ; soven years in building tho tern- 
left hand, and the other on the right ; the pie; seven golden candlesticks ; seven 
name of tho one on the left hand is BoaZ, wonders of the world ; seven planets : 
and denotes strength; tho name of the but, more especially, the soven liberal 
oue ou tho right baud is Jachin, and do- arts and sciences, which arc grammar, 
notes establishment ; they collectively rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, 
allude to a passage iu Scripture, wherein music, and astronomy; for this, and many 
God has declared iu his word, “ In other reasous, the number seven has 
streugth shall this house be established." ever been held in high estimation among 
These columns aro eighteen cubits high. Masons. [Advancing a few steps fur- 
twelvo in circumference, and lour iu di- ther, the Senior Deacon continues :) 
nine ter j they arc adorned with two large Brother, the next thing wo come to is 
chapiters, one ou each, and these chnpi- the outer door of tho middle chamber of 
to i-s aro ornamented with net work, lily Klug Solomon’s Temple, which is partly 
work, and pomegranates ; they denote open, but closely tyled by tho Junior 
Unity, Peace, and Plenty. Tho net Warden. 

work, from Its connoction, denotes Junior Warden (acting as Tyler]— 
union j the lily work, from its whiteness, Who comes hero t who comes here t 
purity aud pcaco ; and tho pomegranate, Senior Deacon — A Fellow Craft Mason, 

from tho exuberance of Its seed, denotes Junior Warden — How do you expect 
plenty. They also have two large globes, to gain admission! 

or balls, one on each ; these globes, or Senior Deacon — By a pass, aud a to- 
balls, contain, on their convex surfaces, kon of a pass, 
all tho maps aud charts of the celestial Junior Warden — Give them, 
and terrestrial bodies ; thoy are said to The candidate, prompted by the Bu- 
bo thus extensive, to denote tho uuiver- nior Deacon, gives the sign of a Fellow 
sality of Masonry, and that a Masou’s Craft, before explained, aud the past* 
charity ought to be equally exteusive. Shibboleth. 

Their composition is molten, or cast Junior Warden — What doeg it denote ? 

brass ; they were cast on the banks of Senior Deacon — Plenty, 

tho river Jordan, In tho clay-ground bo- Junior Warden — How is it represented? 

tween Succotk and Zaradatha, where Seuior Deacon — By a sheaf of wheat 

King Solomon ordered these aud all suspended near a water-ford. 

Other holy vessels to be cast. They were Junior Warden — Why w as this pass 
cast hollow; and were four inches, or a instituted! 

hand’s breadth taick ; they were cast Senior Deacon — In consequence of a 
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quarrel which had long existed between 
Jephthah, Judge of Israel, and the 
Kphraimites ; the latter of which had 
long been a stubborn, rebellions pcoplo, 
whom Jephthah had endeavored to sub- 
due by lenient measures, but to no ef- 
fect. Thu Ephraimiteg being highly in- 
C-nsed against Jephthah, for not beiug 
odlfd to tight and share in the rich spoils 
o the Ammonitish war, assembled a 
mighty army, and passed over the river 
J n'dan to give Jephthah battle ; but he, 
bung apprised of their approach, called 
together the men of Israel, and gave 
them battle, and put them to flight ; and 
to make his victory more complete, he 
Ordered guards to be placed at the differ- 
ent passes on the banks of the river Jor- 
dan, and commanded, if the Ephraimitcs 
passed that wav, that they should pro- 
nounce tho word Shibboleth ; but they, 
beiug of a different tribe, pronounced It 
SiBBOLETH ; which trifling detect proved 
them spies, nud cost them their lives: 
and there fell that day, at the different 
passes ou tho banks of the river Jordan, 
forty and two thousand. This word was 
also used by our ancient brethren to dis- 
tinguish a friend from a foe, and has 
since boon adopted as a proper pass- 
word, to bo given before entering any 
well regulated and governed Lodge ot 
Fellow Craft Mahohs. (This and many 
other tokens, or grips, aro frequently 
given by stranger Masons, when flint in- 
troduced to each other. If given to a 
Mason, he will immediately return it. 
They can bo given iu company unob- 
served, when shaking hands.] 

Junior Warden— Sinco this is tho case, 
you will pass on to tho Senior Warden iu 
the west lor further examination. 

As they proceed towards the Senior 
Warden, the Senior Deacon says to can- 
didate — Brother, tho next thing wo come 
to, is the inner door of tho mkldlo cham- 
ber of King Solomon’s Temple, which 
wu find partly open, but moro closely 
tyled by the Senior Warden. 

Senior Warden {acting as Tyler to the 
supposed chamber]— Who comes hero ? 
V '10 comes bore ? 

Senior Deacon— A Fellow Craft Mason. 
Senior Warden — How do you expect to 
guin admission ? 

Senior Deacon— By the grip and word. 
.Senior Warden — Give them. 

'Candidate takes Senior Warden by the 
fellow Graft grip, {see page 22,] and 


Bays JACMTN. 

‘ .Senior War< 


1 Senior Warden-— They are right ; you 
can pass on. 

The Senior Deacon conducts the C&J1- 


didate towards the Worshipful sraste a 
the east, who says : 

Master — Who come6 here ? who co. »-s 
here ? 

Senior Deacon — A Fellow Craft Mason. 

Master, to the candidate — Brother, you 
have been admitted into the middle cham- 
ber of King Solomon’s Temple, for the 
sake of the letter G. It denotes Deity, 
before whom we all ought to bow with 
reverence, worship, and adoration. It 
also denotes geometry, the fifth science ; 
it being that ou which this degree was 
principally founded. By geometry, we 
may curiously trace Nature through her 
various windings to her most concealed 
recesses. By it "c may discover tho 
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of 
the Grand Artificer of the Universe, nud 
view w ith d« light the proportions which 
connect this vast machine. 

This ends tho advancement to the se- 
cond degree, alter which tho Worsliiplul 
Master delivers to the now brother tho 
following charge : 

Master — Brother, being advanced to 
tho second degree of Masonry, we con- 
gratulate you oil your preferment Tho 
internal, and not tho external, qualifica- 
tions of a man are what Mntonry re- 
gards. An you increase in know ledge, 

J ou will improve in social ibUrcouise. 

t is unnecessary to recapitulate the du- 
ties which, as a Mason, yon are bound to 
discharge; or enlarge on tho metstity of 
a strict adhereuce to them, as your own 
experience must have establish* d tin ir 
value. Our laws and regulations } ou 
are strenuously to support; and be al- 
ways ready to assist in seeing them duly 
executed. You aiv not to palliate or ag- 
gravate the offences of your btclhrin, 
but in the decision of every trespa*n 
against our rules, you are to judge with 
candor,., admonish with friendship, ami 
reprehend with justice. The study of 
the liberal arts, that valuable branch of 
education, which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is eamtb'uV 
recommended to your consideration ; es- 
pecially the science of geometry, which 
is established as the basis of our art. 
Geometry, or Masonry, originally sy- 
nonymous terms, being of a divine mo- 
ral nature, is enriched with the most 
useful knowledge; while it proven the 
wonderful properties of Nature, it de- 
monstrates the more Import aU truths of 
morality. Your past behaviour ai d it g- 
ttlar deportment, have merited the Loner 
which we liavo now conferred ; end, in 
your mw character, it is expected tha* 
you will conform to the principles of tho 
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Order, by steadily persevering in the 
practice of every commendable virtue. 
Such is the nature of your engagements 
as a Fellow Craft, aud to these duties you 
are bound by the most sacred ties. 

CLOSING LECTURE— FIRST SECTION. 

In many of tho Lodges this first section 
is omitted in closing, but it is noverthc- 
kss a part of tho ceremony. 

Mastor, to Senior Warden — Are you a 
Fellow Craft Mason ? 

Senior Warden— I am ; try me. 

Master — By what will you be tried ? 

Senior Warden — By the Square. 

Master— Why by the Square? 

Senior Warden — Because it is an em- 
blem of virtue. 

Master — What is a Square ? 

Senior Warden — An angle extending 
to ninety degrees, or the fourth part of a 
circle. 

Master — Where was you prepared to 
bo made a Fellow Craft Mason t 

Senior Warden— In a room adjacent 
to the body of a just And lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such, duly assembled in a 
room, or place, representing the middle 
chamber of King Solomon's Temple. 

Master — How was you prepared? 

Senior Warden— By being divested of 
all metals : neither naked nor clothed ; 
barefooted nor shod ; hood-winked ; with 
a cable-tow twice round my neck ; in 
which situation I was conducted to tho 
door of tho Lodge, where I gave two dis- 
tinct knocks. 

Master — What did those two distinct 
knocks allude to ? 

Seuior Warden— The second degree In 
Masoury , it beiu/; that on which I was 
ubout to enter. 

[Tho Master continues his inquiries as 
to the manner in which a candidate is 
advanced to the Fellow Craft degree. 
The Senior Warden answers by telling 
what occurred during such advance- 
ment. These questions and answers are 
but a repetition of those given on pages 
20 to 22, during the initiation or advance- 
ment alluded to.] 

. SECOND SECTION. 

Master — Have you ever worked as a 
Fellow Craft Mason ? 

Senior Warden — I have, in specula- 
tive ; but our forefathers wrought both 
iu speculative and operative Masonry. 

Master — Where did they work ? 

Senior Warden — At the building of 
King Solomon’s Temple, and many other 
Masonic edifices. 

Master — How long did they work ? 


Senior Warden — Six days. 

Master — Did they work on the seventh? 
Senior Warden— They did not. 

Master — Why so? 

Seuior Warden — Because iu six days 
God created the heavens and the earth, 
aud rested on the seventh day ; the 
seventh day, therefore, our ancient bre- 
thren consecrated as a day of rest from 
their labors ; thereby enjoying more fro- 

E -ut opportunities* to contemplate tho 
rious works of creation, aud adoro 
ir great Creator. 

Master — Did you ever return to tho 
sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of 
King Solomon’s Temple ? 

Senior Warden — I did. 

Master — By what way ? 

Seuior W arden — Through a long porch, 
or alley. 

Master — Did anything particular strike 
your attention on your return ? 

Seuior Warden — There did, viz. : two 
large columns, or pillars, one on the left 
hand, aud tho other on the right. 

Master— What was thu name of the 
ono on tho left hand ? 

Senior Warden — BOAZ, which denotes 
strength. 

Master — What was tho name of tho 
ono oo the right hand ? 

Seuior Warden— J achin, denoting es- 
tablishment. 

Master — What do they collectively al- 
lude to ? 

Senior Warden— A passage in Scrip- 
ture, wherelu God has declared in ills 
word, "In strength shall this house be 
established." 

Master — What wore their dimensions ? 
Senior Warden — Eighteen cubits Ju 
height, twelve In clrcuinlereuce, nud four 
in diameter. 

Master — Wero they adorned with any 
thing? 

8enior Warden— They were ; with two 
large chapiters, one on each. 

Master— Were they ornamented with 
any thing? 

Senior Warden — They were; with 
wreaths of net work, lily work, and po- 
megranates. 

Master— What do they denote ? 

Senior Warden — Unity, Peace, and 
Plenty. 

Master — Whv so ? 

Senior Warden — Net work, from its 
connection, denotes union , lily work, 
from its whiteness aud purity, denotes 
peace , and pomegranates, from the ex- 
uberance of its seed, denotes plenty. 

Master — Wero those columns adorned 
with any thing further ? 



2G 


Richardson's monitor ok free masonry. 


Senior Warden — They were, via : two 
large globes, or balls, one ou each. 

Master — Did they coutain any thing? 

Senior Warden— They did, viz. : all 
the maps and charts of the celestial and 
terrestrial bodies. 

Master— Why are they said to be bo 
extensive V 

Senior Warden— To denote the univer- 
sality of Masonry, ai.d that a Mason's 
charity ought to be equally extensive. 

Master— W’hat was their composition ? 

Sc/uior Warden — Molten, or cast brass. 

Master — Who cast them? 

Senior Warden— Our Grand Master, 
Hiram AbifF. 

Master— Where were they cast ? 

Senior Warden— On the banka of the 
river Jordan, iu the clay ground between 
Succoth and Zaradatba, where Kiug So- 
lomou ordered these, and all other holy 
vessels to be cast. 

Master— Were they cast solid or hol- 
low ? 

Senior Warden— Hollow. 

Master— What was their thickness? 

Senior Waideu— Four Indies, or a 
hand's breadtk 

Master— Why were they cost hollow ? 

Beulor Waideu— The better to wltf. 
*!iiix hiuuriatioiig or conflagration* ; they 
vvero the archives of Masoury, aud con- 
tained the constitution, rolls and records. 

Muster— What did you next come to ? 

Senior Warden — A long, winding stair 
caso, with three, five, seven steps, or 
more. 

Master — What does the three steps al- 
lude to ? r 

Senior Warden— The three principal 
supports iu Masoury. namely : Wisdom, 
Strength, aud Beauty. 

Master — What do the five sums al- 
lude to? 

Senior Warden— The five orders iu 
architecture, and the five human senses. 

Master— What are the live orders in 
architecture ? 

Senior Warden— The Tuscan, Doric, 
loiuc, Corinthian, and Composite. 

Master — What are the five hnman 
Bouses ? 

Senior Warden— Hearing, seeing, feel- 
ing, smelling, aud tasting ; the first three 
©t which have ever b*;eu deemed highly 
essential among Masons ; hearing, to hear 
the word; seeing, to see the sign; and 
feeling, to feel the grip, whereby one Ma- 
son may know another in the dark as 
well ns hi the light 

Master — What docs the seven steps al- 
lude to ? 

Senior W arden — Tho seven sabbatical 


years ; seven years of famine ; seven 
years in building tbe temple s seven 
golden caudlesticks ; seven wonders of 
the world; seven planets ; but more ««- 
pecially tbe seven liberal arts and u-i- 
euces ; which are, grammar, rhetoric, 
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and 
astronomy. For these', and many otlrr 
reasons, the number seven has < vt r bi < a 
held iu high estimation among Masons. 

Master— What did y ou next come to ? 

Senior Warden— The outer door of the 
middle chamber of King Solomon’s Tem- 
ple, which I found party open, but closely 
tyled by tho Junior Warden. 

Master— How did you gaiu admission ? 

Senior Wardeu— By a pats, aud token 
of a pass. 

Master — What was tho name of the 
pass? 

Senior Warden— S hibboleth. 

Master — What does it denote? 

Senior Warden — Plenty. 

Matter— Why so? 

Senior Warden— From an ear of corn 
being placed at the water-ford. 

Master— Why was this pass instituted < 
Senior Warden— In consequence of a 

J uarrel which lmd long existed between 
ephthah, Judge of Israel, and tho 
Ephrnimitca [Tho rest of this answer 
m precisely tho samo as tho answer of 
the Senior Deacon to tho same question 
ou page 21 J 

Master— What did you next discover? 
Senior Warden — Tho Inner door of tho 
middle chamber of Kiug Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Master— How did you gain admission ? 
Senior Warden— By the grip and word. 
Master— How did the Senior Warden 
dispose of you ? 

Senior Warden— Ho ordered me to bo 
conducted to the Worshipful Master iu 
the east, who informed mo that I had 
been admitted into the middle chamber 
of King Solomon’s Temple for tho Bake 
of the letter G. 

Master — D ocb it denote any thing ? 
Senior Wardeu— It docs ; ‘DkitV— be- 
fore whom wo should all how with reve- 
rence, worship, and adoration. It aho 
denotes geometry, the filth science; it 
being that on which this degree was 
principally founded. 

This ends the Lecture, nod the Lodge 
is now closed with a similar admonition 
from tbe Master, and precisely the samp 
ceremonies as those observed In closing 
a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, de- 
scribed ou page 18, except that the signs 
given are of course thos*» of a Fellow 
Craft <page £ 2 ) instead oL the others. ’* 
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THIRD DEGREE. 

Opening a Lodge of Master Masons. 


The ceremonies of opening and con* 
ducting tho business of a Lodge in this 
degree are the same as those of a Lodge 
of Entered Apprentices, already do- 
scribed. The arrangement of the Lodge 
Is similar, and tho same officers do duty. 
Tho traditional account of tho death, 
Koveral burials, and rosurroctious of Hi- 
ram Abiff, the widow’s son, as here de- 
veloped, Is very Interesting. Wo read 
Jn tho Bible that Hiram Abiff was one 
of tho head workmen employed at tho 
building of King Solomon's Temple, and 
other ancient writings Inform us that be 
was an arbiter between King Solomon 
and Hiram, King of Tyre ; but his tragi- 
cal death Is nowhere recorded except In 
tho archives of Free Masonry. 

The Master Mason's Lodge Is repre- 
sented as the sauctutn sanctorum, or 
holy of holies, of King Solomou's Tem- 
ple, and on great occasions Is, of course, 
ornamented different from those of pre- 
ceding degrees. 

A candidate for advancement to the 
Master Mason’s degree is prepared by the 
Junior and Senior Deacons, who strip 
him naked, and furnish him with a pair 
of drawers reaching just above his hi 
both legs of them being rolled above 
knees. His shirt la then put over his 
head, and slipped down around bis body, 
and is partly covered by his drawe 
the sleeves ar.d collar hang dangling be- 
hind, over tho waistband of his drawers. 
A rope, or ’.sable -tow, is put three times 
round his body, and he has a bandage 
over bis eyes. 

When all is ready the Senior Deacon 
rctarua insido tho Lodge, and resumes 
h/.j jf.at by the Worshipful Master. The 
Junior Deacon meantime conducts the 


candidate to the door of the Lodge, where 
he gives three distinct knocks. 

Senior Warden (rising and addressing 
the Master)— Worshipful, while we are 
peaceably at work on the third degree of 
Masonry, under the influence of humani- 
ty, brotherly love, and affection, the door 
of our Lodge appears to be alarmed. 

Master to Senior Deacon — Brother Se- 
nior, inquire the cause of the alarm. 

The Senior Deacon steps to the door 
aud answers the three knocks that have 
been given, by three more ; (the knocks 
are much louder than those given on any 
occasion other than that of the admission 
of candidates in tho several degrees :) 
ono knock is then given without, aud 
answered by ono from within, when tho 
door is partly opened. 

Senior Deacon — Who comes there t 
who comes there ? who comes there ? 

Junior Deacon— A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly initiated as an 
EntercJ Apprentice Mason, passed to 
the degree of a Fellow Craft, arid now 
wishes for further light hi Masonry, by 
being raised to the sublime degree of a 
Master Mason. 

Senior Deacon — Is It of his own free 
will and accord ho makes this request? 

Candidate answers — It is. 

Senior Deacon (to Junior)— Is ho wor- 
thy and woll qualified ? 

Junior Deacon— He is. 
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Senior Deacon — Has he made suitable 
proficiency in the preceding degrees ? 

Junior Deacon — He has. 

Senior Deacon— By what further right 
does tyc expect to obtain this benefit? 

Junior Deacon — By the benefit of a 
pass-word. 

, Senior Deacon — Has be a pass-word I 
' Junior Deacon — He has uot, but I 
-have it for him. 

Senior Deacon— Give it me. 

The Junior Deacon whispers in the 
ear of the Senior Deacon — TUB aL-Ca1N. 

Senior Doacou — The pass is right. 
You will wait until the Worshipful Mas- 
ter in tho oast be made acquainted with 
Ills request, and his answer returned. 

The Senior Deacon goes to the Mas- 
ter, gives three knocks, and the same 
questions aud answers pass between 
them relative to the candidate ns were 
Ivon and answered by tho Senior and 
unior Deacons at the door. 

Master — Since ho comes Indued with 
all these necessary qualifications, let him 
en or tills worshipful Lodge in the name 
of the Lord, aud take heed on what he 
enters. 

The Senior Dencou returns to tho door 
and repeats what tho Master has said, 
when the candidate enters, and as he 
goes through tho door tho Senior Dea- 
con stands iu front holding a pair of 
compasses iu both hands. Ho presses 
tho points of the compasses against tho 
naked right aud left breasts of the candi- 
date, saying: Brother, when you first 
entered tills Lodge, you was received on 
tho point of the compass pressing your 
naked left breast, which was then ex- 
plained to you ; when you entered it the 
second time, you was received on the 
RUgle of the square, which was also ex- 
plained to you ; on entering it now, you 
aro received on the two extremo poluts 
of the compass pressing your naked right 
and left breasts, which are thus explain- 
ed : As the most vital parts of man are 
contained between the two breasts, so 
are the most valuable tenets of Masonry 
contained between tho two extreme 
points of the compass, which arc, Vir- 
1 m, Morality, and Brotherly Love. 

The Senior Deacon then conducts the 
candidate three times regularly round 
the Lodge. Tho Junior Warden is the 
first of the three principal officers that 
the candidate passes, traveling with the 
sun, when lie starts round tho Lodge ; 
and as he passes the Junior Warden, 
Senior Warden, and Master, tho first 
tlniM going round they each give one rap ; 
the second time each gives two raps, and 


the third time, three raps. During the 
time the candidate is traveling round tho 
room, the Master reads the following 
passage of Scripture, the traveling and 
the reading terminating at the same 
time : Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come uot. nor tho years draw nigh, 
when thon shait. say, I have no pleasure 
iu them : while the sun, or the moon, or 
the stars bo not darkened, nor tho clouds 
return after the rain : iu the day whm 
tho keepers of the house shall tremble, 
aud the stroug men shall bow themselves, 
and the grinders cease, because they aro 
few ; and those that look out of the win- 
dows bo darkened, and the doors shall 
be shut in tho streets ; when the sound ol 
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up 
at the voice of the bird, and all tho (laugh- 
ters of music shall be brought low. Alto 
when they shall be afraid of that which 
is high, aud fears shall be in the way, 
and the almond-treo shall flourish, anil 
the gross-hoppers shall be a burden, aud 
desire shall fail: because man goeth tu 
hid long homo, and the mourners go about 
tho streets : or ever the silver cord bo 
loosed, or the golden bowl bo broken at 
tho fountain, or the wheel at tho cistern. 
Then shall tho dust return to the earth as 
it was ; aud the spirit shall return unto 
God, who gavo It. 

The candidate now stops in front of 
the seat of tho Junior Warden iu tho 
south. Tho Warden asks him tho same 
questions that were asked at the door by 
tho Senior Deacon when he entered tho 
Lodge, and tho same answers aro given. 
Ho then goes to tho Senior Warden In 
tho west, whore tho same questions are 
asked, and answers given. lie is then 
conducted to the Worshipful Master in 
tho east, who, after asking tho same 
questions again, and receiving tho same 
answers, inquires whence ho came and 
whither ho ie journeying. 

Candidate — From ’the west, aud tin. 
veling to the east. 

Master — Why do you leave the west, 
and travel to tho cast ? 

Candidate — Iu search of more light 

Master to Senior Deacon — You will 
please conduct tho candidate back to the 
west, from whence he came, and put him 
in the care of tho Senior Warden, who 
will instruct him how to approach the 
east, by advancing upon three upright 
regular steps, to the third step iu Ma- 
sonry, his feet forming a square, Ills body 
erect, and cause him to kneel at the altar, 
in due form, to take upon himBelf the so- 
lemu oath or obligation of Master Mason. 
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The candidate being: conducted to- 
wardu the Senior Warden, that officer 
steps forward and places him iu position, 
facing him towards the altar, and direct- 
ing him to step off, first with his loft 
foot, and second, with the right; each 
time forming a square with his feet, as 
in tho Fellow Craft 
movement. The third 
stop is with the left 
foot, bringing up the 
right, and placing tho 
heels together in the 
position of a soldier. 

Tho candidate than 
kneels on both naked 
knees, and raises both 
hands and arms, in 
l ho manner of giving 
the grand hailing sign 
of distress, and holds 
them in this position 
until he is directed to 
vinoo them on tho Ho- 
y Bible, square and 
compass. 

Master, to candidate— Brother, you are 
now placed in a proper position to tnko 
noon you tho solemu oath ami obligation 
of a Maxtor Mason, which I assure yon 
ns a man, as a Mason, and as Master of 
this Lodge, will iloi interfere with the 
duty you ovvo to your Ood or your coun- 
try. If you are willing to take this oath, 
repeat your name, ami say after me — 

I, John Smith, of my own frco will 
and accord, in the presence of Almighty 
Ood, and this worshipful Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons, erected to Ood and dedicated 
to tho holy St. Johns, do hereby and 
hereon, [candidate now brings both hands 
down on the Holy Bible, square and com- 

C aes, which lay on the altar,] most so- 
imnly ami sincerely promlso and swear, 
In addition to my former obligations, that 
I will not givo tho secrets of a Master 
Mason to any ono of an Inferior degree, 
nor to any being in the known world, 
except it bo to a true and lawful brother 
Master Mason, or within the body of a 
just and lawfully constituted Lodge of 
such ; and not unto him or them whom I 
shall hear so to be, but unto him ar.d 
them only whom- I shall Hud so to bo, 
after strict trial, due examination, or 
lawful information received. Further- 
more, do I promise and swear, that I 
will not speak the Master Mason's word, 
which I shall hereafter receive. In any 
other manner except in that in which 1 
shall receive it, which will be on tho five 

I olnts of fellowship, and at low breath, 
urthermore do I promise and swear, 


that I will not give the grand hailing 
sign of distress of this degree, except I 
am in real distress, or for the benefit of 
the craft, when at work ; and should I 
sec that sign given, or hear the words 
accompanying it, 1 will fly to the relief 
of the person so giving it, should Ibero 
be a greater probability of saving his 
lifo than loMug my own. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will not 
wrong this Lodge, uor a brother of this 
degree, to the value of ono cent, know- 
ingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by 
others, if in my power to prevent M. 
Furthermore do’ I promise and swear, 
that I will not be at tho initiating, pass- 
ing, or raising a candidate at one com- 
munication, without a dispensation from 
the Grand Lodge, for that purpose. Fur- 
thermore do I promise and swear, that I 
will not bo at tho initiating, passing, or 
raising a candidate in a clandestine 
Lodge, uor converse upon the secrets of 
Free Masoury with a clandestine mado 
Mason, or one that lias been expelled or 
s us {tended, while ho Is under that sen- 
tence. Furthermore do I proiulso anil 
swear, that I will not bo at tho initiating, 
passing, or vaislng of an old niau in do- 
tage, a young man in nou-ago, mi atheist, 
irreligious libertine, madman, hermaph- 
rodite, woman, or a fool. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will not 
speak evil of a brother Master Mason, 
noither behind bis back nor before his 
face, but will apprise him of nil approach- 
ing danger. Furthermore do I nromino 
and 8 wear, that I will not violate tho 
chastity of a Master Masou’s wife, mo- 
thcr, sister, or daughter, nor suffer it to 
bo done by others, if in my power to 
prevent it,* I knowing them to be such. 
Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will support tho constitution of the 
Grand Lodgo of this fctato, under which 
this Lodgo is held, and conform to nil the 
by-laws, rulos and regulations of this, or 
any other Lodge of which I may hero- 
alter become a member. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will obey 
all due signs and summonses handed, 
sent, or thrown to me from a brother 
Master Mason, or from tho body of a Jtu b 
and lawfully constituted Lodgo of Maskr 
Masons, if withiu thelcugth of my cable- 
tow. Furthermore do I promise and 
swear, that a Master Mason’s secrets, 
given to me iu charge as such, shall ro- 
main ns secure and invioinblo in my 
breast, as iu his, before communicated, 
murder and treason only excepted : and 
they left to my only election. Further- 
more do I promise and Bwear, that I will 
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go o» a Master Mason’s errand, even 
barefoot, and barelieadi-d, to save his 
life or relieve his necessities. Further- 
more do I promise and swear, that I will 
remember a brother Master Mason, when 
on my knees at iny devotions. Farther- 
mot e do i promise and swear, that I will 
he aiding and assisting all poor and indi- 
gent Master Masons, their widows and 
orphans, wheresoever disperved round 
the globe, (tbev making application to 
me as such, ami I finding them worthy,) 
as far as is in iny power, without injury 
to myself or family. Furthermore do I 
promise and swear, that if any part of 
?h!s my soleniu oath or obligation be 
omitted at this time, that 1 will hold 
myself amenable thereto, whenever in- 
formed. To nil which 1 do most solemn- 
ly and sincerely promise and swear, with 
a fixed and steady purpose of mind in 
me to keep ami perform the same, bind- 
ing myself under no loss penalty than to 
have my body severed in two in the 
midst, and divided to the North and 
South, my bowels burnt to ashes in tlm 
ccutcr, ami tho ashes scattered before 
the four winds of heaven, that there 
might not thtflcast tract or trace of re- 
membrance remain among men or Ma- 
sons of so vile and perjured a wretch as 
I should be, were I ever to provo wil- 
fully guilty of violating any part of this 
my solcniu oath or obligation of a Mas- 
ter Mason ; so help me God, and keep 
mo steadfast In the duo performance of 
tho same. 

Master, to candidate — What do you 
now most desire ? 

Candidate — Light. 

Master — Brethren, please to stretch 
forth your hands and assist in bringing 
this new-made brother to more light in 
Masonry. “ And God said, Lot tlioro be 
light, and the.ro was light.” 

(Tho candidate has tho bandage drop* 
pod from his eyes in the same manner 
as in preceding degrees, with three 
stamps on the floor, and three clapping 
of hands ] 

Master, to candidate — On being brought 
to light, you first discover, as before, 
t..rc<* great lights In Masonry, by the as- 
sisUuicc of three lessor, with tills differ- 
ence, both points of the compass are ele- 
vated above tho square, which denotes 
to you that you are about to receive 
ail the light that can bo conferred on 
yon in a Mason's Lodge. 

The Master steps back a few steps, 
and then advances again. 

Master — Brother, you now discover 
me as Master of tills Lodge, approaching 


you from the east, under the sl~n, step, 
and due-guard of a Master Mason. 

The sign is the hailing sign of distress 
given on page 29. The words accompa- 
nying it are, “Is there no help lor the 
widow’s son?” As the last words ate 
uttered, you let fall your hands in u man- 
ner to indicate solem- 
nity. Tho due-guard 
is given by putting the 
open right hand to the 
left side of the bow- 
els, the palm of tho 
hard fiat, and down- 
wards ; then draw it 
quickly from the left 
to the right, and let it 
fall by your side. 

After thuB instruct* 
Ing the new candidate, 
the Master approach- 
es him, and taking him 
by the baud, says : — 
Brother, in tol.cu of 
a continuation of trice 
brotherly love and es- 
teem. I present you with inv right hand, 
and with it you will receive tho pass- 
grip and word of a Master Mason. Take 
me as I take you. 

The pass-grip is given by pressing tiro 
thumb between tho joints of the second 
and third fingers wltcro they join tho 
baud, and tho word is TUIWL-CaIN. 



As tho Master gives the grip, the fol- 
lowing dialogue ousues, tho Senior Dea- 
con answering for the candidate : 
Master — What is that ? 

Senior Deacon — The pass-grip of a 
Master Mason. 

Master — Has It a name ? 

Seuior Deacon— It has. 

Master — Will you give it mo? 

Senior Deacon — I did not so receive it, 
neither can I so impart it. 

Master — How will you diBpose of it ? 
Senior Deacon — Letter, or syllable it. 
Master— Syllable it, and begin. 

8enior Deacon — No, you begin. 

Master — No, begin you. 

Senior Deacon — TU 
Master — B al- 
Seuior Deacon — C ain. 

Master -T ubal 

Senior Deacon— T ubal-Cain. 
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Master — Right, brother Tubal-Cain, I called from labor to refreshment, and to 
greet you ; arise from a square to a per- be oil again at the sound of the gavel, 
pendicular, go and salute the Junior aud Tho Senior V* ur.tcn repeat* this order 
Senior Wardens, and satisfy them that to his Junior, aud the Jnu-.or Warden no- 
you are an obligated Master Mason, and titles the brethren that the Lodge is call- 
art! iu possession of the true pass-grip ed from labor to refreshment, ami lie 
end word. thereupon gives three raps, when all tho 

V/ldle the two Wardens are exarain- brethren leave their seats. This is done 
ing the candida‘o, tho Master returns to in order that when the candidate 10- 
his place iu the east, aud gets an apron, turns into the Lodge, he may think that 
with which ho returns, when tho Senior all is over, aud that lie has received the 
Warden speaks for himself and Junior. whole degree. When ho comes in, then, 
Senior Warden — Worshipful, wo aro ho finds some of the brethren drinking, 
satisfied that brother John Smith is an some laughing and talking, and others 
obligated Master Mason. (as he thinks^ preparing to go home. 

Master, to candidate — Brother, I now Many of the members come forward, on 
have the honor to present you with a his appearance, and salute him — one 
lamb-skin, or white apron, as before, gives the pass-grip, another tho duo- 
which I hope yon will wear with credit guard, and a third asks him how ho likes 
to yourself, ami satisfaction aud advau- the degree, &c. Meantime tho Master 
tage to tho brethren. You will please goes to his scat in tho cast unobserved, 
carry it to the Scuior Warden in tho aud gives one rap with his gavel. In- 
west, who will teach you how to wear it stantly tho brethren all resurao their 
as a Master Mason. seats, leaving the candidate alono In tho 

Tho candldato goes again to tho Senior middle of the floor, and ho finds himself 
Warden, who ties on tho apron, and lets somewhat embarrassed until tho Master 
tho flap fall down before, In its natural beckons to him to coino towards tho 
and common situation. Ilo then returns cast. Taking up a book, tho Mastor 
to tho Mastor. nays : 

Master — Brother, I perceive yon aro Master— Brother, you no doubt think 
clothod ; and it is of courso necessary yourself a perfect Master Mason, and 
you should have tools to work with. I that you aro entitled to all our privileges, 
will now presont you with tho working Is it not so! 

tools of ft Master Mason, which aro all Candidate usually answers that it Is. 
the iinplemonts of Masonry indixcriinl- Blaster — It then becomes my duty to 

natoly, but more especially tho trowel, undeceive you, and to Inform you that 
Tho trowel is an instrument made use of you arc not a ilnstcr Mason, neither d.» 
by operative masons to spread tho Co- I know that you ever will bo one, nutll 1 
ment, which unites a building into or.c can ascertain how you withstand tho 
common mass; but wo ns Frco and Ac- amazing trials and dangers that await 
coptod Muaons aro taught to make use of you. You must now undergo one of tho 
it for tho more noble and glorious pur- most trying scenes that humun nature 

C oso of spreading the cement of brother- ever witnessed. You are to travel a 
1 love and atTectiou, that cement which rough and rugged road, beset with dnn- 
linitos us luto one sacred band, or society gers on every side/ whore yon will meet 
of friends and brothers, among whom no with ruffians, and you may me«t with 
contention should over exist, but that death — for some have suffered death who 
noble contention, or emulation, of who have traveled this road beforo you. In 
can best work or best agree. I also pre- your preceding degrees you had a bro- 
nco t you with three precious jewels ; thcr to pray for you, but in this one you 
their nainos arc Humanity, Friendship, must pray for yoursolt You wi!i now 
aud Brotherly Lovo. bo hood-winked, aud go and kneel at the 

Tho Master then reads from a Masonic altar, wliero you cun pray either mon- 
toxt-book the charge to a new candidate tally or orally. "When you get through, 
iu this degroo, and directs tho Senior picaso to signify tho same by rising. 
Deacon to conduct him back to tho pre- The candidate is hood winked ai.U cou- 
pnratlon room, whero ho will resume his ducted towards tho altar, and while con- 
usual clothing. ducting him, the Senior Deacon says— • 

As soon as the candidate has gone out, Brother, it was tho custom of our Grand 
the Lodge is called from labor to refresh- Master, Hiram Abiff. every day at high 
ment in tho following manucr, viz. : twelve, when the crafts were from labor 

Mnster to Senior Warden — Brother to refreshment, to enter into the sanctum 
Senior, It Is my order that this Lodge bo sanctorum, and offer up his devotions to 
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the ever living Cod. Let us, in imitation Jubela— Talk not to me of T amples or 
of him, kneel and pray. [Candidate Grand Lodges— give me the word, or 
kneels, and acts as if in prayer. J die ! and he thereupon strikes the Camil- 

la many Lodges this ceremony is date a blow acrosH the throat with a 
turned into merriment, as candidates will twenty -four inch guago. 

frequently make believe that they are The candidate rapidly retreats *nd 
terribly frightened, and that they are goes towards the west gate, which is 
praying earnestly, when i.i truth they guarded by Jubelo, (the Senior Warden.) 
aro but acting a part. The rest of this Jnbclo — Who comes there ? 

degree is founded on the murder of the Senior Deacon — Our Grand Waster, 
Grand Master, Hiram AbilT, who, as he Hiram Abiff. 

left liis devotions, was assassinated by Jnbclo (seizing candidate roughly)— 
three ruffians, who had stationed them- Give me the grip and word ot a Master 
selves at the cast, west, and south gates Mason, or die I 

of King Solomon’s Temple, to make The candidate is excused as before, 
sure of their work of murder. when Jubelo gives linn a blow across his 

In this part of the initiation, the Master breast with the square. The candidate 
and the Junior and Senior Wardens ro- then goes to the east gato, where ho en» 
present three ruffians, viz.: Jubela, counters Jub.lum, (the Master.) 

Jubelo, and JuBELUM. The room be- Jnbcluni— Give me the grip and pass- 

ing darkened, the candidate rises (still word of a Master Mason, or die ! 
hood-winked) from the altar, is conduct- The Master thereupon strikes him on 
cd several times round the Lodge, and the forehead with the gavel, when 
finally stops at the south gato, which is (prompted bv the Senior Deacon) tho 
guarded by Jubela, (the Junior Warden.) candidate falls apparently hlelcs* upon 
Jubela— Who comes hero? the floor. . „ 

Senior Deacon, acting as Conductor— Jnbelum— What shal' wo do? Yvo 

Our Grand Master, Hiram AbilT. havo kiilod our Graud Master, Hiram 

Jubela— Our Grand Master, Hiram AbilT. 

Abiff! hols the very man I wanted to Jubelo— Lot us carry him out at tho 
Ben. [Jubela thereupon seizes tho can- east gate, and cover him with the rubbish 
dldato by tho throat and handles him until low twelve. Wo can then meet 
roughly, exclaiming. 1 Give mo tho Master and carry him a wostcriy course, and 
Mason’s word, or 1 will tako your life I bury him. 

Senior Deacon answers for candidute— At the placo where tho caudiunte was 
1 cannot givo it now, but If you will wait knocked down with tho gavel, in tho 
till tlio Temple is completed, and the east, a blanket had been previously 
Grand Lodge assembles at Jerusalem, if spread to rcecivo him. Ho is now taken 
you aro worthy, you shall then receive it, up in tho blanket, carried back out of 
otherwise you cauuot. sight, and covered up. Tho Lodge cou- 
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fames dark for a while, the supposed 
ruffians skulking about, Preseutly the 
Seuior Deacon strikes twelve strokes on 
a bell, soon after which the three ruf- 
fians meet at the east end of the Lodge 
and salute each other. 

Jubela — The body has not been dis- 
covered. 

Jubclo — No, all is safe. 

Jubolura— VVe must bury our Grand 
Master Immediately, for I perceive he 
begius to smell a little already, and we 
shall be discovered. Take him up and 
carry him to the brow of Mount Moria, 
whore I have dug his gravo. 

Thu candidate is again taken up in the 
blanket, carried several times round the 
Lodge, and then deposited, on his back, 
near the Senior Warden in tho west, his 
feet towards tho east, and covered up 
with chairs, benches, &c. 

Jnbolum — Lot us mark his gravo with 
this sprig of cassia. [He sticks down a 
sprig of overgreen near candidate's head.) 
We will now eudeavor to get a passage 
to Ethiopia 

While tho supposed ruffians aro look- 
ing for their passage, (i. e. groping round 
tho Lodge,) King Solomon arrives at the 
Temple, being personified by the Wor- 
shipful Master, who calls tho Lodgo to 
order by a rap with tho gavel. 

Master (acting as Kiug Solomon) to 
Senior Warden— What is tlio cause of 
all this contusion? 

Senior Warden— Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Ablff, is missing: and there are 
no plans or designs laid down on tho 
trestlo-board for the crafts to pursue 
tholr labors. 

Master*— Oar Grand Master missing ! 
lie has always boon von* punctual in his 
attendance, and I fear no may be indis- 
posed. Assemble tho crafts, and search 
iu and about tho Ternplu to see if he cau 
bo found. 

The brethren now shuffle about the 
Lodge a few raiuntes, as though in search 
of tho missing Master, when the Wor- 
shipful Master calls them to order by a 
rap with tho gavel 

Master to Senior Warden — What suc- 
cess! 

Sonior Warden — Wo cannot find our 
Grand Master, my lord. 

Master — The Secretary will call the 
roll of workmen aud seo if auy of them 
are missing. 

Secretary calls the roll, and then ad- 
dresses the Master, who is still acting as 
Kiug Solomon. 

Secretary — I have called the roll, my 
lord, and 1 find there are three of tho 

3 


LEE : THE INITIATION. 33 

workmen missing, viz. : Jubela, Jubelo, 
and Jubeluin. 

Master — This brings to my mind a cir- 
cumstance that took place this morning. 
Twelve Fellow Crafts, clothed iu wbito 
jloves, and aprous, iu token of their in- 
nocence, came to me aud confessed that 
they twelve, with three others, had con- 
spired to extort the Master Mason's word 
from their Grand Master, Hiram AbifT, 
and in case of refusal, to take his life*, 
they twelve had recanted, but they fear- 
ed the other throe had been base enough 
to carry their atrocious designs iuto exe- 
cution. 

Master (sUll acting as Kiug Solomon) 
to 8enior Warden— You will draw twelve 
Fellow Crafts from the banks of work- 
men, clothe them in white gloves and 
aprons in token of their innocence, and 
scud three of them east, three west, 
three north and three south, in search 
of theso missing men. When they are 
found, cause them to bo brought forward. 

Tho Seuior Warden repeats tills order 
to his Junior, who imparts it to the bre- 
thren, aad theu there Is more shuffling 
around tho Lodge, while tho twelve are 
supposed to bo in search of tho missing 
men. Finally some one near the Senior 
Warden's scat addresses an old man who 
is dressed for tho occasion, aud Just corns 
from the preparation room. 

Mason— Old mOn, have you seen any 
travelers passing this way ? 

Old mau— Yes; as I was down near 
tho coast of Joppa this morning, I saw 
three, and from their dress and appear- 
ance I supposed them to bo men of Tyre, 
and workmen from the Tcraplo. They 
sought a pass ago to Ethiopia, but could 
not obtain one, iu consequence of an 
embargo recently laid on all the ship- 
ping. 1 believe they returned iuto the 
country. 

Master (still acting as King Solomon) 
gives a rap with the gavel, aud inquires 
—What tidings, brethren ? 

Some one replies— None from tho east, 
Worshipful. 

Another says — None from the South. 

A third exclaims, in a loud voice— 'll 
dings from the west, my lord ! 

Master— What tidings from the Wei t 

The third answers— As we tbroo Ft - 
low Crafts were steering a westerly 
coarse, we fell in with a wayfaring man, 
who informed us he saw three men that 
morning down near the coast of Joppa, 
and from their dress aud appearance he 
supposed them to bo men of Tyre, work- 
men from the Temple; they sought a 
passage to Ethiopia, but could not )u*o- 
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cure one In consequence of an embargo 
which had been recently laid on all the 
■hipping, and they returned back into the 
country. 

Master — I had this embargo laid, to 
prevent the fugitives from making their 
escape. You will go and search again, 
and search till yon Hud them, if possible. 
S they are not found, the twelve who 
on fe a led to have been originally in tho 
lot must be considered as the murder- 
ers, and suffer accordingly. 

The shuffling around the Lodge Is con- 
tinued under pretence of a further search, 
until one of tho brothers (tho game who 
had announced the tidings iu the Lodge) 
■eats himself on tho floor in the west, 
near the candidate's head, and as he 
rises ho catches hold of the sprig of ever- 
green that had been stuck there. He 
Immediately stamps his foot three times 
and exolaims, “ Companions assemble I" 
Two brothers rush towards him, when 
he says : 

Brothers, a very singular circumstance 
has just taken place. 1 was fatigued and 
Bat down hero to rest, and on rislug from 
my seat I caught hold of this sprig of 
cassia, and drew it out of the ground. 
Ou a close examination I find that it has 
lately been broken off and stuck there. 

The three then begin to look down at 
tho spot whore the candidate lays, when 
one says — This looks like a gravo ! on 
which they prepare to remove the chairs, 
benches, See., when three other brothers, 
who sit mar by, personato the three fu- 
gitive ruffians. 

Jubela, the first murderer, murmurs — 
O that my throat had been cut across, 
my tongue torn ont, and my body bnried 
in the rough sands of tho sea at low wa- 
ter mark, where the tide ebbs and flows 
twice In twenty-four hours, ero I had 
been accessary to tlio death of go good a 
man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff I 
Jubelo, the second ouc—O that my left 
breast had been tom open, and ray heart 
and vitals taken from thence, and thrown 
over my left shoulder, carried Into the 
valley of Jehosaphat, there to becomo a 
prey to the wild beasts of the field, and 
vultures of tho air, ere I had conspired 
Hie death of so good a man as our Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff! 

Jubelum, the third one — O that ray 
body had been severed in two in the 
midst, and divided to tho north and south, 
my bowels burnt to ashes in the center, 
aud the ashes scattered by the four winds 
of heaven, that there might not the least 
track or trace of remembrance remain 
among men, or Jfasons, of so vile and 


periured a wretch as I am — Ah, Jubela 
snd Jubelo, it was 3 that Btrtiek him 
harder than you both— it was I that 
gave him the fatal blow — it was I that 
killed him ! 

The three brethren who are removing 
the benches and chairs, stop and over- 
hear these murmurs of the three mur- 
derers. 

Oue says— These are undoubtedly the 
assassins— what shall we do ? there are 
three of them. 

Another says — Our cause is good — Jet 
us seize them. 

The three brothers personating tho 
ruffians are thereupon seized by the three 
searching for the body, and the prisoners 
are carried before King Solomon, who is 
represented by the Worshipful Master In 
the east The three prisoners ate hero 
made to kneel. 

Master, giving a rap with tho gavel— 
What tidings from the west ? 

Oue of tho brethren replies — Worship, 
ful, as we three Fellow Crafts were steer- 
ing a due west course, I, becomiug more 
weary than my companions, sat down on 
the brow of Mount Morla, to rest and 
refresh myself, and as I was rising, I ac- 
cidentally caught hold of a sprig of cas- 
sia, which easily giving way, excited my 
cariosity. Upon this, I hailed my com- 
panions, and while wo were consulting 
upon tho mastery of the incideut, wo 
heard the voices of three ruffians crying 
from a cleft of the rock near by ; we dis- 
covered them to be Jubela, Jubelo and 
Jubelum. We rushed upon, seised and 
bound them, aud have brought them bc- 
foro you, and wait your further orders. 

Master, rising — Jubela, you are sus- 
pected and accused of being accessary to 
the death of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff. Are you guilty, or not guilty t 

Jubela— Guilty, my lord. 

Master — Vile aud impious wretch, hold 
up your head and hear your sentence. 
It is my order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Temple, and there havo 
your throat cut across from ear to ear, 
your tongue torn out by the roots, your 
body buried Jn the rough sands of the sea. 
where the tide ebbs and flows twice ia 
twenty-four hours. 

Master— Jubelo, you are accused of the 
same offence ; are you guilty, or not 
guilty T 

Jubelo— Guilty, my lord. 

Master — Vilo and impious wretch, hold 
up your head and hear your sentence. 
It Is my order that you be taken without 
the gates of the Temple, aud there havo 
your left breast torn open, your heart 
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atid vitals taken from thence and thrown 
over your left shoulder, aud carried to 
the valley of Jehosapbat, there to be- 
come a prev to the wild beasts of the 
field, aud vultures of the air. 

Master — Jubelum, you are suspected of 
tie murder of our Grand Master. Hiram 
A ! )iff ; are you guilty, or not guilty ? 

Jubelum — Guilty, my lord. 

Master — Vile aud impious wretch, hold 
ttp your head aud hoar your sente uce. 
It is my order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Temple, and there have 
your body severed iu two, and divided 
to the north and south, your bowels 
burnt to ashes In the center, and scatter- 
ed to the four winds of heaven. Brother 
Senior, (to Senior Warden,) you will see 
that these peualties are executed. 

The Senior Warden gives the Master’s 
order to his Junior, who iu turn orders 
the Deacons to execute it. 

The three ruffians are thereupon drag- 
ged out into the preparation room with 
some violence, where they stamp aud 

S can a few minutes, when tho Senior 
oacon returns aud says— Worshipful, 
the penalties of their several obligations 
have been duly executed upon the three 
murderers of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Ablff. 

Master — It is well. You will now go 
in search of tho body ; aud it is my opi- 
nion he Is buried near where bis threo 
murderers were arrested, viz. : on tbo 
brow of Mount Moria. 

The brethren again shuffle about the 
Lodge in search of tho body. One of 
them approaches where the candidate is 
laying, in the wost, and says— Here is 
something that looks like a grave. Let 
us dig down aud see. 

A number of brethren now come for- 
ward aud remove the things which have 
covered up the candidate. As soon as 
ho is uncovered, they ail start back, turn- 
ing their faces a little one side, and each 
holding his open right hand with the palm 
dowuward, up in front, as if to guard his 
nostrils from an offensive smclL 
Ono says— We will go back to the 
Temple and inform King Solomon of our 
i sco very. 

Master (seeing them approach) — What 
tidings from Mount Moria ? 

A Brother— Worshipful, we have found 
the gravo of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff. It is situated due east and west, 
near the brow of Mount Moria. We dug 
down six feet perpendicularly till we 
came to tho body, and involuntarily 
raise* our hands in this position, (he 
give* the due -guard of this degree, as on 


page 30,] to guard our nostrils from the 
effluvia rising from the body. We search- 
ed on and about the body for tho Master 
Mason’s word, or a key to it, but could 
not find it, though we discovered a faint 
resemblance to the letter G marked on 
the left breast. 

Master (rising, and giving the grand 
hailing sign of distress, as on page 29)— 
Nothing but a faint resemblance of the 
letter G I that is not the Master’s word, 
nor a key to It. I fear the Master’s word 
is forever lost ! [Master repeats tho 
sign and tho words three times, aud af- 
ter the third time, adds:] O Lord, my 
God, is there no help for the widow’s 
son ? 

Master, to Senior Warden — You will 
summon twelve Fellow Crafts and go 
with me to the grave, in order to raise 
our Grand Master. 

The Senior Warden delivers this order 
to hit Junior, who communicates it to tho 
Lodge, when tho members shuffle round 
as before. The Master now leaves hla 
scat and goes to the west, where the 
candidate is lying, when twelve brothers 
(the Fellow Cralt* aforesaid) form a cir- 
cle round him and knceL 

Master (standing)— Let us pray. (He 
then recites, or reads from a text-book, 
tills prayer.] Thou, O God, knowost 
our down-sitting and up-rising, and un- 
derstandeat our thoughts afar off: shield 
aud defend ub from the evil iutentlous of 
our enomioi, and aupport us under tho 
trials and afflictions we are destined to 
endure, while traveling through this vale 
of tears. Man that is born ot woman, is 
of few days, and full of trouble. He 
comoth forth as a flower, and Is cut 
down ; he flesth also as a shadow, and 
contioueth not. 8eeing his days are de- 
termined, the number of his months aro 
with thee ; thou ha»«t appointed bis 
bounds, that he cannot pasg. Turn from 
him, that he may rest till he shall ac- 
complish hia day. For there is hope of 
a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. But man dieth 
and w&steth away ; yea, mau giveth up 
the ghost, and whore ia he t As the wa- 
ters fail from the sea, aud the flood de- 
cayeth and dryeth up, so man lieth down, 
and riaoth not again, till the heavens 
shall be no more. Yet, O Lord, have 
compassion ou the childrcu of thy ere* 
tlon ; give them comfort in time of trou- 
ble, and save them with an everlasting 
sel ration. Amen. So mote it be. 

The twelve now rise, when the Master 
directs one of them to search the body 
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and see if the Master’s word cannot be 
found. He searches, and soon reports — 
No trace of it, my lord 1 

The Master and brethren all give the 
grand bailing sign of distress (page 29) 
and exclaim — O Lord, my God, I fear 
the Master's word is forever lost ! 

The Master directs that the body be 
raised by the Entered Apprentice’s grip. 

A brother takes the candidate by that 
grip (page 11 ) and palls so as to raise him 
a little, then lets him back and says — My 
lord, the body cannot bo raised by the 
Entered Apprentice’s grip ; tho skin 
cleaves from the flesh. 

The Master and brethren again give 
the grand hailing sign of distress and re* 
peat aloud — O Lord, my God, 1 fear the 
Master Mason's woid is forever loit 1 

Tho Master orders another of tho 
twelve to raise the body by tho Fellow 
Craft’s grip. He takes hold of the can- 
didate by that grip, pulls him partly tip, 
lets him fall back, and says— Mv lord, 
the body ennuot bo raised by the Fellow 
Craft's grip ; tho flesh cleaves from the 
bone. All again ralso their hands, as iu 
tho hailing sign of distress, and exclaim. 
O Lord, my God, 1 fear tho Master's word 
Is forever lost I was thoro no help for the 
widow’s bo n t 

Muster — I shall now raise the body of 
our Grand Master by the lion's grip, the 
strong grip of a Master Mason ; and as 
tho Master’s word is now lost, the flrst 
word spoken after tho body is raised, 
shall be a substitute for the Master's 
word, until future generations shall find 
out tho right one. 

The Master now takes tho candidate 
by the Master Mason’s grip, (see above,) 
and bracing his right loot against him, 
raises him upon the five points of fellow- 
ship. This is done 
by putting tho In- 
side of your right 
foot to the inside 
of the right foot of 
tho one to whom 
you are going to 
give the word, tho 
inside of your own 
knee to bis, laying 
your breast close 
against his, your 
left hands on each 
other’s back, aud 
each one putting 
his mouth to the 
other's right ear, 
iu which position alone yon are permit- 
ted to give the Master’s word, *vb»cli la 
MAH UAH BO.XE. 



The Master's grip is given by taking 
hold of each other’s right hand, aa though 
you were going to shake bands, and 
sticking the nails of each of your fingers 
into the joint of tho other's wrist where 
it unites with the hand. In this condition 



the candidate is raised, he keeping Ids 
whole body stiff, ns though dead. Tho 
Master in raising him is assisted by some 
of the brethren, who take hold of tho 
candidate by tbc arms and shoulders. As 
soon as he is raised to Ms foot they step 
back, and tho Master whispers tho word 
Mah-HaII-BONK in his -car, and causes 
tho candidate to repent it, telling him nt 
tho same time that ho must never give it 
in any manner other than that in which 
he receives it. He is also told that Mali- 
hah-bone signifies marrow itt the bone. 
They then separate, and the Master 
makes the following explanation, respect- 
ing the flvo points of fellowship. 

Master to candidate — Brother, foot to 
foot tenches you- that you should, when- 
ever asked, go on a brother's errand, if 
within tho length of your cable-tow, even 
if you should have to go barefoot and 
bareheaded. Knee to knee, that you 
should always remember a Master Ma- 
son In your devotions to Almighty God. 
Breast to breast, that you should keep 
the Master Mason's secrets, when given 
to you In charge as such, as secure and 
inviolable in yonr breast as they were iu 
his own, be loro communicated to you. 
Hand to back, that you will not speak 
evil of a Master Mason cither behind his 
back or before his face. Mouth to ear, 
that you will give a brother Master Ma- 
son due and timely notice of all approach- 
ing danger, when you know that such 
danger threatens. * 

The candidate Ib now further instruct- 
ed in the signs, Ac., (already given,) at d 
the charge in this degree is read to him 
from a text-book. He is then informed 
that he has taken tho third degree iu 
Masonry, and is entitled to a seat iu any 
Master Mason's Lodge. 

Master to the candidate — Brother, you 
have on this occasion represented one of 
the greatest men that ever lived, and the 
tragical catastrophe of his death, burial 
aud resurrection ; I mean Hiram Abif£ 
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the Widow’ 8 gon. who was murdered by 
three ruffians, at the budding of King 
Solomon's Temple, and who, iu hid in- 
flexibility, Integrity and fortitude, never 
wan jjurpasacd by man. The history of 
that momentous event is developed in 
the latter part of this degree, and will 
be thus handed down to posterity throngh 
all time. (In some Lodges the Master re- 
cites to the candidate a recapitulation of 
the history of the murder of the Grand 
Master, Hiram Abilf, but this repetition 
Is now usually dispensed with.] 

CLOSING LECTURE— FIRST SECTION. 

Master to Senior Warden — Are you a 
Master Mason ? 

Senior Warden — I am; try ine. Dis- 
prove mo If you can. 

Master — Where wore you prepared to 
bo rnado a Master Mason f 

Senior Warden— In a room adjacent to 
the body of a lust and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge or Bitch, duly assembled iu 
n room, representing the sanctum sancto- 
rum, or holy of holies, of King Solomon's 
Tomplo. 

Master — How were you prepared t 

Senior Warden — By being divest, d of 
all metals ; neither naked nor clothed, 
barefoot od nor shod ; with a cablo tow 
three timoa about my naked body ; in 
which posture I was conducted to the 
door of tho Lodge, whore I gavo three 
dlstiuct kuocks. 

Master — What did those three distinct 
knocks allude to ? 

Sonior Warden — To the third degree 
In Masonry ; it being that on which 1 
was about to enter. 

Master— What was said to you from 
within ? 

ficnolr Wardon — Whocomos thorel &c. 

]Tho remainder of this lecture Is a re- 
petition of tho questions and answers 
iven and received In advancing a cau- 
idato to tho Master’s degreo, (see pages 
23 to 31,) tho Warden answering in de- 
tail, and explaining In a past tense ex- 
actly how lie was advanced up to tho 
£imo that ho rcsiunod bis usual clothing.] 

SECOND SECTION. 

' Master— Did you ever return to the 
sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of 
King Solomon's Temple ? 

Senior Warden — I did. 

Master— Was thero any particular 
event that marked your return ? 

Senior Warden — There was, rlx. : I 
was accosted by threo ruffians, who do- 
mauded of rar the Master Mason’s word 

Master — Did yo * evsr give it to them! 


Senior Warden — I did not. but bid 
them wait, with time cud patience, till 
the Grand Lodge assembled at Jerusa- 
lem ; aud then, if they were found wor- 
thy, they should receive it ; otherwise 
they coiud not. 

Master — In what manner was you ac- 
costed ! 

Senior Warden — In attempting to re- 
tire at the south gato, I was accosted by 
one of them, who demanded of mo tho 
Master Mason’s word, end, on my re- 
fusing to comply with his request, he 
gave mo a blow with tho twenty -four 
iuch gunge, across my throat ; ou which 
I fled to the west gate, where I was ac- 
costed by tho second with more violence, 
and, on my refusing to comply with his 
request, ho gavo me a severo blow with 
the square, across my breast ; on which 
I attempted to make my escape at tho 
cast gato, where I was accosted by tho 
third with still moro violence, and, on 
my refusing to comply with his request, 
he gave me a violent blow, with tho 
common gavel, on tho forehead, and 
brought mo to tho floor. 

Master— Wnom did you represent at 
that time t 

Senior Warden— Our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff, who was slain at the build- 
of King Solomon's Tomplo. 
aster— Was liia doath premeditated » 

Senior Wardcu — It was ; — by Alteon 
Fellow Crafts, who conspired to extort 
from him the Master Mason’s word ; 
twelvo of whom recautod ; but tho other 
three were base enough to carry tLeir 
atrocious designs into execution. 

Master — What did they do with tho 
body f 

Senior Warden — They carried It out 
at tho west gate of the Temple, and bu- 
ried It till low twelvo at night, when 
they three mot, agreeably to appoint- 
ment, and carried It a westerly course 
from tho Temple, and buried it under the 
brow of a hill, m a grave six feet duo 
cast aud west, six feet perpendicular, and 
they then mado thoir escape. 

Master — What time was he slain ? 

Senior Wardon — At high twelvo at 
noon, when the crafts were from label 
to refreshment. 

Master — How came he to bo alono at 
that time t 

Senior Warden — Because it was tho 
usual custom of our Grand Master, Hi- 
ram Abiff, every day, at high twelvo, 
when tho crafts* were from labor to re- 
freshment, to enter iuto the sanctum 
sanctorum, or holy of holies, and offer 
up his adorations to the ever living God, 
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and draw out his plans and designs on 
his tressle-board for the crafts to pursue 
their labor. 

Master — At what time was he missing 7 

Senior Warden — At low six iu the 
morning, when King Solomon came up 
to the Temple, ns usual, to view the 
work, and found the crafts all iu confu- 
sion ; and, on inquiring the cause, ho was 
Informed that their Grand Master, Hiram 
AbiiT, was missing, and no plans or de- 
signs wore laid down on the tressle- board 
for the crafts to pursue their labor. 

[Tho questions and answers in this 
lecture, relative to the disposition of the 
body and its discovery, are precisely like 
those on pages 32, 33 and 34. 

Master — How long had the body of the 
Grand Master, Hiram Abift, remained in 
•>o gruvo on Mount Moriul 

Senior Warden — Fourteen days. 

Master- — Whut did they do with the 
!>ody I 

Seuior Wardou— Raised it in a Masonic 
form, and carried it up to the Temple for 
more decent interment 

Master— Whore was it buried t 

Senior Warden — Under the sanctum 
sanctorum, or holy of holies, of King 
Solomon's Temple, over which they 
erected a marble monument, with this 
inscription delineated thorcon : — A vir- 
gin weeping over a broken column, with 
a book opou before her; In her right 
hand a sprig of cassia; In her left, an 
urn — Tlmo standing behind her, with his 
hands infolded in the riuglcts of her hair. 

Master — What do they denote t 

Senior Warden— The weeping virgin 
denotes the uuiluisbed state of tho Tem- 
ple ; the broken column, that oue of tho 
principal supporters in Masonry had 
fallen ; the book open before her, that 
bis memory was on perpetual record ; 
tho sprig or cassia, tho timely discovery 
of his grave ; tho uru in her left hand, 
that hia ashes wero safely deposited un- 
der the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of 
hollos, of King Solomon’s Temple ; and 
Time, standing behind her with his hands 
Infolded in tho ringlets of her hair, that 
time, patience, and perseverance will ac- 
complish all things. 

THIRD SECTION. 

Master — What does the Master’s Lodge 
represent ? 

Seuior Warden — The sanctum sancto- 
rum, or holy of holies, of King Solomon's 
Temple. 

Master — How long was tho Temple 
building r 

. Senior Warden— Seven years; during 


which it rained not in the day time, that 
the workmen might not be obstructed in 
their labor. 

Master — What supported the Templet 
Senior Warden — Fourteen hundred and 
fifty-three columns, and two thousand, 
niue hundred and six pilasters ; all hew a 
from the finest Parian marble. 

Master— What further supported it ? • 

S<uiior Warden — Three grand columns, 
or pillars. \ 

Master— What were they called t 
Senior Warden — Wisdom, Strength, 
and Beauty. 

Master — What did they represent 7 
Senior Warden — The pillar of Wisdom 
represented Solomon, King of Israel, 
whoso wisdom contrived tho mighty ft»b* 
rlc ; the pillar of Strength, Hiram, King of 
Tyre, who strengthened Solomon in bis 

E and undertaking ; tho pillar of Beauty, 
irnra Abiff, tho widow’s sou, whoso 
cunning craft and curious workmanship 
beautified and adorned tho Temple. 
Master— How many wero there em' 



Senior Warden— Throe Grand Masters ; 
three thousand throo hundred Masters, or 
overseers of tho work ; eighty thousand 
Fellow Crufts; and sevonty -thousand 
Entered Apprentices: all those wero 
classed and arranged in such a manner, 
by tho wisdom of Solomon, that neither 
euvy, discord, nor confusion were suf- 
fered to interrupt that universal peace 
and tranquility that pervaded tho work 
at that important period. 

Master — How many constitutes an En- 
tered Apprentice’s Lodge? 

Senior Warden — Seven; ono Maatci 
and six Entered Apprentices. 

Master — Where did they usually meet? 

Senior Warden— On the ground floor 
of King Solomon’s Temple. 

Master — How many constitutes a Fol- 
low Craft’s Lodgo ? 

Senior Warden— Five ; two Masters 
and three Fellow Crafts. 

Master — Where did they usually meet? 

Senior Warden — In tho middle cham- 
ber of King Solomon’s Temple. 

Master — How many constitutes a Mas. 
tor’s Lodge ? 

Senior Warden— Three Master Masons. 

Master— Where did they usually meet ? 

Senior Warden — In tho sanctum sanc- 
torum, or holy of hollos, of King Solo- 
mon’s Temple. 

Master — Have you any emblems in 
this degree ? 

Senior Warden— We have several, and 
they are divided into two classes. 
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Maxtor — What are the first class ! 

Seuior Warden — The Pot of Incense, 
the Boe hive, the Book of Constitutions, 
guarded by tho Tyler's Sword, the Sword 
pointing to a Naked Heart, the All-seeing 
Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Forty- 
fovaath Problem of Euclid, the Hour- 
glass, the Scytho, and the Three Steps 
t» the Master’s Carpet. 

Master — How are thov explained f 

Seuior Warden — Thcl’OT OP INCENSE 
l< an emblem of a pure heart, which is 
always an acceptable sacrifice to the 
Deity ; and ns this glows with fervent 
heat, so should our hearts continually 
glow with gratitude to tho great and be- 
neficent Author of our existence, for the 
manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy. 

Tho 15 KK-HIV e is an emblem of indus- 
try, aud recommends the practice of that 
virtue to all created beings, from thy 
highest seraph in heaven to the lowest 
reptile of tho dust It teaches us, that, 
as wo came Into tho world rational and 
intelligent beluga, bo we should ever be 
Industrious ones ; never aittiug down 
contented while our fellow creatures 
around us aro iu want, when it is iu our 
power to rcliuve them without luconve- 
uleuce to ourselves. 

Tho Book of Constitutions, guard- 
ed by the Tyler 1 * Sword, reminds us 
that wc should bo ever watchful and 
uurded, Iu our thoughts, words, and ae- 
ons, aud particularly when before the 
enemies of Maaoury ; ever bearing in re- 
membrance thoso truly Masonic virtues, 
Silence and Circumspection. 

Tho SWOUD POINTING TO A NAKED 
heart demonstrates that Justico wiil 
sooner or later overtake us ; and, al- 
though our thoughts, words and actious 
may b« hidden from tho ey^s of men, 
yet, that Ai.l-seeino Eye whom the 
sun, moon, and stars obey, aud under 
whose watchful care even comets per- 
form their stupendous revolutions, per- 
vades tho inmost n* ceases of the human 
heart, aud will reward us according to 
our merits. 

Tho Anchor and Ark are emblems 
of a well-grounded hope aud well spent 
life. They are emblematical of that Di- 
vine Ark which safely waits us over thiH 
tempestuous sea of troubles, and that 
Anchor which shall safely moor us in a 
peaceful harbor, where tho wicked cease 
from troubling, aud the weary shall find 
rest. 

The Forty-aeventh problem op 

EUCLID was an invention of our aucient 
friend and brother, the great Pythagoras, 
who, in his travels through Asia, Africa 


and Europe, was initiated Into several 
orders of priesthood, and raised to tho 
sublime degree of a Master Masou. He 
drew out many problems iu Geometry, 
or Masonry, and on erecting this one ho 
exclaimed, Eureka ! signifying / hao* 
found it. It teaches Masons to be gene- 
ral lovers of arts and sciences. 

The Hour-glass in an emblem of hu- 
man life. As the sands run, thus waet.a 
man. To-day, ho puts forth the tend< r 
leaves of hone ; to-morrow, blossoms, 
and hears his blushing honors thick upon 
him ; the next day comes a frost, which 
nips the shoot, aud when ho thinks his 
greatness is still ripening, he falls, like 
autumn leaves, to enrich our mother 
earth. 

The SCYTHE is an emblem of Time, 
which cuts the brittle thread of lifo and 
launches us into Eternity— showing that 
every one of us must bo cut down by 
this all-devouring ►cythe, aud be gather- 
ed into the unknown land of shadows. 

The Three Steps usually ddiucatcd 
on tho Master’s Carpet, arc emblemati- 
cal of tho three principal ntage-s of hu- 
man life, via. : Youth, Manhood, and 
Age. Iu youth, ns Entered Apprentices, 
wo ought industriously to occupy our 
minds in tho attainment of use (hi know- 
ledge ; In manhood, as Fellow Crafts, 
wo should apply our knowledge to the 
discharge of our respective duties to 
God, our neighbors, and ourselves ; so 
thnt, in age, as Master Mnsons, wo may 
enjoy tho happy reflections consequent 
oil a well spent life, nnd die iu tho hop© 
of a glorious immortality. 

Master — What aro the second class of 
omblems T 

Senior Wardc n— Tho Spade, the Cof- 
fin, tho Death-head and Marrow bones, 
nn«l the Sprig of Cassia They aro thus 
explained: 

The SPADE opens the vault to receive 
our bodies, where our active limbs will 
soon moulder to duBt. 

The Coffin, Death-head and Mar- 
row-don^ are emblematical of tho 
death and burial of onr Grand Master,, 
Hiram Abiff, and as such aro worthy our 
serious attention. 

The Sprig of Cassia iscmblematkvi. 
of that immortal part of mau that nt*v»r 
dies, and should remind us thnt a comet 
and upright life here will enable us to 
euter into tho Celestial Dodge above, 
where the Grand Master of tho Universe 
presides. 

ThU ends the Master Mason’s degree, 
and the. whole of the first three degrees 
of Masonry. Very few Masons taka 
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enough Interest to be advanced further 
than to become a Master, and conse- 
quently never get tbc pass-word that was 
lost by the tragical death of Hiram Abiff. 

The reader will wonder why this pass- 
word Is represented as being utterly lost, 
when it must have been known to King 
Solomon, and to Hiram, King of Tyre, 
who were both Grand Masters, ranking 
Ha such, in building the Temple, equally 
with Hiram Abiff. The answer is, that 

a * their oaths the pass-word of a Master 
ison could not be given nnlcas the 
three Masters wore present ; and as King 
Solomon, Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hi- 
rain Abiff were tho only Master Masons 
In tho world, the word could not be givtn 
at nil after Hiram Abltf* death, and was 
thereforo practically lost for all futuru 
Master Masons. King Solomon is said 
to have substituted in place of tho lost 
©no, tho word now used hi the Master 
Mason’s degree, viz. : M.vhhah-BONK. 
Yet tho missing word was found after 
four hundred and seventy years, and 
was then, and still is used in the Royal 
Arch degree, as will bo seen in the cere- 
monies of that degreo. 

Many years ago, after ‘William Mor- 
gan published his book revealing the 
mysteries of tho thn-o iirst decrees, the 
Grand Lodge of tho State of Now York 
ordained and established a new Test- 
oath aud Word for tho Master Mason’s 
degree, to prevent book -masons from 
gaining admittance into tho Lodges. It 
was ns follows : 

A stranger who desired to visit a 
Lodge, presented himself at the door and 
rapped in the usual manner. 

Tyler, looking out— Do you wish to 
visit this Lodge ? 

Stranger— Yes, if thought worthy. 
Tyler — By what are you recommended T 
Stranger— By my fidelity. 

Tyler (opening the door, and extending 
his right arm obliquely forward and up- 
ward to an angle of about forty-five de- 
grees, his hand open and thumb pointing 
upward)— Prove that. 

Stranger comes forward and places the 
tack of his left hand against the palm of 
She Tyler’s extended right hand, leans 
forward and whispers in his ear L-O-s, 
and pronounces Los. 

This word is the reverse of Sol, tho 
Snn. Tho Grand Lodge also made each 
Master Mason, on his initiation, solemuly 
swear, in ndditiou to his other obliga- 
tions, not to reveal this word and sign, 
under penalty of being forever disgraced 
and dishonored as a man, aud despised, 
degraded and expelled as a Mason. 



MARK MASTER’S DEGREE. 
Opf-nino a Lodge of Mark Masters 

Eight officers aro necessary to open a 
Lodge In this degree, viz.: Right Wor- 
shipful Master, Master Overseer, Senior 
and Junior Overseers, Senior and Junior 
Wardens Senior and Junior Deacons, 
Secretory and Treasurer. 

The interior arrangements of. tho 
Lodge, and the positions of tho Master, 
Wnrdcns, Deacons, Secretary and Trea- 
surer, aro tho saino ns thoso In the En- 
tered Apprentice's degree, (page 5.) Tho 
Master Overseer takes his sent on tho 
right of the Right Worshipful Master in 
the cast The Senior Overseer sits on 
tho right of tho Senior Warden in tho 
west, and his Junior on tho right of tho 
Junior Warden in the south. 

Right Worshipful Master [giving a rap 
with his gavclj— Brethren, 1 am about to 
open a Lodge of Mark Master Masons In 
this place, for tho dispatch of business. 
I will thank you for your attention and 
assistance. Ifthoro is any person pres- 
ent who has not taken this degreo, no is 
requested to retire. [To Senior War- 
den] — Brother Senior, aro yon satisfied 
that nil present are Mark Masters? 

Senior Warden — Right Worshipful, I 
wish tho password might bo given by 
tho brethren. 

The two Deacons thereupon go round 
and receive tho word, which is Joita, 
in same manner as in tho Fellow Craft’s 
degree, (page 19.) 

Master (giving one ran) -Brother Ju- 
nior Deacon, the Iirst care of congre- 
gated Masons T 

Junior Deacon (rising and giving the 
due-guard in this degree, as on page 42) 
— To sec the Lodge tyled, Right Wor- 
shipful 

Master — Perform that part of yonr 
duty, and inform the Tyler that wo are 
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about to open a Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons in tnis place for the dispatch of 
business ; and direct him to tyle ac- 
cordingly, 

The Junior Deacon then walks very 
quick to the door, and gives four raps, 
which are answered by four without, 
from the Tyler ; the Junior Deacon theu 
gives one, which is answered by the Ty- 
ler with one ; the door is theu partly 
opened, when the Junior Deacon de- 
livers his message. He then returns, 
gives the due-guard again, and says — 
Tho door is tylud, Right Worshipful 

Master — How tylcd? 

Junior Deacon — With secresy and 
• brotherly love , also by a brother of this 
degree, with a drawn sword in his hand. 

Master— His duty there t 

Junior Deacon — To keep off cowans 
and eavos-droppers, see that nono pass 
or re -pass without due qualification, or 
permission from the Right Worshipful 
Master. 

Master— Let ns bo clothed, brethren. 
[Here tho officers and members put on 
their aprons and Jewels.] Tho Master 
Ives two raps with his gavel, which 
rings all the subordinate officers on 
their foot ; and each standing In bis place, 
recites his duty on being questioned. 

Master— Tho Juuior Overseer’s station 
In the Lodge ? 

Junior Ovorseer— At the south gate. 

Master— Your duty there, Brother Ju- 
nior Overseer? 

Junior Overseer— To Inspect all mate- 
rials brought up for the building of the 
Temple j and, if approved, pass them on 
to tho Senior Overseer, at tho west gate, 
for farther inspection. 

Master— The Senior Overseer’s place 
In the Lodge ? 

Senior Ovorseer — At the west gate. 

Master — Your business there, Brother 
Senior Ovorseer? 

Senior Overseer — To inspect all mate- 
rials brought up for tho building of the 
Temple ; and, if approved, pass them on 
to tho Master Overseer, at the cast gate, 
for further inspection. 

Master — The Master Overseer's place 
in tho Lodge ? 

Master Overseer — At the east gate. 

Master — Your business thero, Brother 
Master Overseer? 

Master Overseer — To preside at the 
Vnspection of all materials brought up 
for the building of the Temple ; and, if 
disapproved, to call a council of my bro- 
thar Overseers. 

Master— The Junior Deacon’s place in 

the Lodge? 


Junior Deacon— At the right, in front 
of the Senior Warden. 

Master— Your duty there, Brother Ju- 
nior? 

Junior Deacon— To carry message fl 
from the Senior Warden In the west, to 
the Junior Warden in the south; and 
elsewhere about the Lodge, as he may 
direct. 

Master — The Senior Deacon’s place in 
the Lodge ? 

Senior Deacon — At the right, In front of 
the Right Worshipful Master in tho east. 

. Master — Your duty there, Bro. Scuior? 

Senior Deacon — To carry messages 
from the Right Worshipful Master in 
the east, to tho Senior Warden in the 
wont, and elsewhere about the Lodge, 
as he may direct. To assist in the prepa- 
ration and initiation of candidates, and to 
welcome and clothe ail visiting brethren. 

Master— The Secretary’s station iu the 
Lodge ? 

Secretary— At the left hand of the 
Right Worshipful Master In tho cast. 

Master— Your duty there, Brother Se- 
cretary ? 

Secretary— To record tho doings of 
the Lodge, colie et all money, pay it over 
to the Treasurer, and keep a true and 
correct account of the same. 

Master— The Treasurer’s statlou In tho 
Lodge 1 

Treasurer— At tho right hand of tho 
Worshipful Master In the cast. 

Master— Your duty there, Brothor 
Treasurer ? 

Treasurer— To receive all romiey from 
the hands of the Secretary, to keep a 
true aud correct account of tho same, 
and pay It out by order of tho Right 
Worshipful Master, with tho cousunt ol 
the brethren. 

Master— The Juuior Warden’s place In 
the Lodge ? 

Junior Warden — In the south, Right 
Worshipful. 

Master — Yonr duty there, Bro. Junior? 

Junior Wardeu — As the sun is in tho 
south at high twelve, which is the glory 
and beauty of tho day, so stands the J u- 
nior Warden in the south, to call tho 
crafts from labor to refreshment, and 
from refreshment to labor, that tho Right 
Worshipful Master may have profit and 
pleasure thereby. 

Master — The Senior Warden’s place in 
the Lodge? 

Senior Warden — In the west. Right 
Worshipful. 

Master — Your duty there, Bro. Senior? 

Senior Warden — As the sun sets in the 
west, to close the day, so stands the So- 
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«£* Warden ’, n , tbo ' vest - t0 assist the gree. You then drop your aims down. 
Right W orshipful Waster in openiug and the last two lingers of the right hand 
closing his Lodge, pay the crafts their clenched, the first two 

wages, if any be due, and see that none and thumb open, paral. 

go away dissatisfied ; harmony being the '3 lei with each other and 

strength and support of all institutions, about one inch apart — 

hut more especially of ours. / fflj) It alludes to the manner 

Master— 1 he Right Worshipful Mas- (J AB the candidate is directed 

ter s station in the Lodge ? Tj| to carry the key-stom; 

Senior Warden— Ju the east, Right AgH You then raise the riul.l 

Worshipful. I hand to your right ear 

Master— His duty there, Brother Se- still holding the thumb 

and the two first fingers 
open, and with a circular 
motion of the hand the 
fingers should be passed 
round the ear, as though 
you were combing back 
your ear-lock, the ear 
passing be tween the two 


Dior? F i 1U 

Senior Warden — As the sun rises in U | ] 
the east, to open and adorn the day, so 3 9 ^ 
rises the Right Worshipful Master in the a 1 ^§1 
east, to open and r.dorn his Lodge, and 1 
set the craft to work with proper in- 
atructlons for their labor. , 

Master (rising)— After that manner so - 

Pleasure that a Due^urd fingers and thumb. The 

L tSi* nil™ r.l ° ? P ! ned »>and is then dropped partly down, the 
EljSt’ 5 L?,!. d,! *l* alch °* bus »- palm open and in a horizontal position, 
ness. Brother Senior, you will please then lilt up the left 

communicate tho same to the Junior baud and brlug it 

Wardeu In the south, that the brethren > down edgev.-is/up- 

uiav have duo and timely notice thereof. on the wrist of tl o 

Senior Warden to his Junior-Brother j&\ right This alluded 

Junior it is the Right Worshipful Mas- Wf.fi to\L peuafties S 

tcr's order that a Lodge of Mark Master tHW tho obSigatioli Ir, 

Masons bo ouoned lu this place for the W thlsdetrreo viz • La 

dispatch of business. You will please bai bavo both the ear 

inform Eho bruthrea thereof. PV| SS ihe rtoht ha»d 

Junior Warden (giving three raps with (Jl| cut off . 'ft 10 uJJd 

Worffiufl^ M.'WrtoW Jh.°t U i Lofgc Vw tending ISfron* the 

of Mark Master Masons be opened in I * r jirh. arm al full 

this place for the dispatch of business I j -•=! length, the thumb 

You are ordered to take duo notice there \ and two first flu 

ol, and govern yourselves accordingly. ) cer8 0I)en ab out 

frzSTjEte b S!“E Hstte- as 

a saw- °'* e 11 

tesssE&zrz? *■> a s-SSS ft 

of both hands, and hold/r^k*>v yM i I 

them down in front opuo . , a#ter \ 1 

Mte to tho right hip, then T1 texTbookthc fo? L> ) 

draw them upward as if / iff lowing Where CT 4 

you held a weight in them, JCf LA J? V r °* I 4 ft 

and bring them to the left lav aslrte >9*71 1 

side of tho neck in a man- 1 Fll E.'S'L'SL ’ES W 

ncr to indicate that you! hroSrifEa and (\\J 

have thrown the weight % SnvS and all ) V A 

over your left shoulder, Y Tkj evil speak lot If I Al& 

tho palms of your hands 1 Vl.J so k,. vp |., vn 

facing the shoulder. This I te SsJ?d’ ffat S2 Jl. 

Is called Heavk over. and I V3M& x>rd k rrJlmiK • 

$ mt de' towhoi coming a, nnto a living stone 

Uio aey-et one in tuis ue ^ ^ ^ disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
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God, and precious ; ye also, as living 
stones, be yo builtupasplri al house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up sacrifices ac- 
ceptable to God. Brethren, this is the 
will oi God, that with well-doing ye put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish raeu. 
As free, and not as using your liberty for 
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the ser- 
vants of God. 

The Right Worshipful Master then 
gives two raps with his gavel ; Senior 
Warden two, and Junior Warden two, 
which raps arc then repeated. 

Master— I now declare this Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons opened in duo and 
, ancient form, and hereby forbid all Jin- 

E roper conduct wheroby this Lodge may 
j disturbed, under uo'less penalty than 
the by-laws, or a majority of the Lodge 
may moo fit to inflict. Master (to Junior 
Doaeon) — Brother Junior, please to in- 
form the Tyler the Lodge is open. 

Junior Deacon informs the Tyler, and 
returns to his seat. 

Tho Lodge being opened and ready for 
business, the Right Worshipful Master 
directs the Secretary to read tho mluutes 
of tho last moetiug, which generally 
brings to view the business or the preseut. 
If there are any candidates to be brought 
forward, that Is generally tho first bnsi- 
ness. A Master Mason wishing for fur- 
ther light In Masonry, sends a petition to 
the Chapter, and requests to be advaoced 
to the honorary degree of Mark Master 
Mason ; he is balloted for In tho same 
manner as in the Entered Apprentice’s 
degree, (page 8.) 

Tho Senior Deacon, who prepares and' 
conducts the candidate In tho first part 
of tho coromonles, posses out of the 
Lodge Into tho a<\Jolnlng room, where the 
candidate is in waiting, pulls off his coat, 
and rolls up his shirt sloeves to the shoul- 
der, and directs tho candidate to do the 
same ; ho then takes In his right hand a 
small block of white marble about four 
Inches square, aiul six inches long, weigh- 
ing about eleven pounds, holding It be- 
tween *be thumb and two first fingers, 
tho otner fingers clenched, the arm ex- 
tended dowu ; the candidate is furnished 
with a koy stone, of the same material 
and weight, which ho is directed to carry 
in like manner ; the door is then opened 
without ceremony, and tho Junior Dea- 
lon, as Conductor, enters, about three 
faces in advance of the candidate, and 
walks four times round the Lodge, and 
halts at the Junior Overseer’s station at 
the south gate, where the Conductor 
gives four raps with his heel on the floor. 
Junior Overseer — Who comes here? 


Senior Deacon — A craftsman from tho 
quarries, bringing up work for inspection. 

Junior Overseer — Have you a speci- 
men of your work? 

Senior Deacon — I have. 

Junior Overseer — Present it 

The Senior Deacon presents his stone 
to the Junior Overseer, who applies his 
small trying square to its different angles, 
and they agreeing with the angles of the 
square, he says — This is good work- 
square work— just such work as is want- 
ed for the building , [returning the block 
to the Senior Deacon.) You will pass 
on to the Senior Ovorseer at the west 
gate, for further inspection. 

Senior Deacon goes only a few steps, 
until the candidate has been examined. 
Candidate comes up to Junior Overseer 
In imitation of his Conductor, and gives 
four raps with his heel. 

Juulor Overseer — Who comes hero ? 

Candidate — A craftsman from tho quar- 
ries, bringing up work for inspection. 

Junior Overseer— Have you a speci- 
men of your work ? 

Candidate — I have. 

Junior Overseer— Present It. 

Candidate presents the key stone. 

Junior Overseer (applying his square 
to it, and finding it does not fit)— This is 
a curious wrought stone Indeed : it is nei- 
ther oblong or square ; square work Is 
ouly such as wo havo orders to receive *, 
neither has it tho mark of any of tho 
craft upon it. Is that your mark r [point- 
ing to the letters on the key stone.) 

Candidate — It Is not. 

Junior Overseer— Owing to its singular 
form and beauty, I feci unwilling to re- 
ject it ; you will pass on to the Senior 
Overseer at the west gate for further in- 
spection. 

Tho same scene then occurs with tho 
Senior Overseer at the west gate, who 
directs both the Senior Deacon and can- 
didate to the Master Overseer at the east 
gate. Senior Deacon presents his stono 
to him. 

Master Overseer (apply ing his square)-" 
This is good work — square work— Jutl 
such work as is wanted for the buildiup, 
you are entitled to your wages ; pasr 
on. Conductor passes and takes his seat. 

Candidate then presents his key 8tou<} 
as before. 

Master Overseer (applying his square) 
—This is a curiously wrought stone. It 
appears to be neither oblong nor square, 
nor is there any mark upon it. [Looking 
sternly at candidate) — Is this your work? 

Candidate— It is not 

Master Overseer — Where did you get it! 
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Candidate— I picked up this stono in it over the left shoulder of the Wastes 
the quarry. Overseer (In imitation of the sign ol 

Master Overseer — Why do you bring heave over), and throws it aside. At this 
another man’s work to impose upon the moment all the brethren begin to shuffle 
Overseers ? You will stand aside. around the room, leaving their seats. 

The Master Overseer now Btamps on Master (giving one rap with his gavel) 
the floor four times with his foot, which —What is the cause of this disturbance 
1 rings up the other two Overseers. among the workmen ? 

MasterOverseer— Brother Juuior Over- Senior Warden— It is the sixth hour of 
aeer, did you suffer this work to pass your the sixth day of the week, and the craft 
inspection ? are impatient to receive their wages. 

Junior Overseer— I did ; I observed to Master— Brother Senior Warden, it Is 
th*^ youug craftsman, at the time, the my order that you assemble the craft, 
stone was not such as we had orders to and march in procession to the office of 
receive ; but owing to Its singular form the Senior Grand Warden, to receive 
and beauty, I felt unwilling to reject it, wages. 

aud suffered it to pass to the SenlorOver- The members now form two and two, 
seer at the west gate. (candidate behind,) aud march round the 

Senior Overseer— X made the same ob- Lodge, singing the song, “ Mark Mnstors, 
sorvations to the young craftsman, And all appear,” &c., from the Text-book, 
for tho same reason permitted it to pass As they finish the second verso, each 
to the Master Overseer at the east gate, brother walks up in his turn to the So- 
Maater — Why, yon see tho stone is nci- nlor Warden, who stands behind a Int- 
ther oblong or square, neither has it tho tice window, and thrusts his baud through 
nark of any of the craft upon It Do the hole in the window, receives his pen- 
you know this mark that is upon it t ny, withdraws his hand, and passes on, 
Junior Overseer —I do not aud so on, until the candidate, who comci 

fleuior Overseer— Neither do I. last, nuts his hand through, for his penny. 

Master Overseer— What shall I do Tho Senior Warden seizes his baud, an^ 
with it? bracing his foot against the window. 

Junior Ovorsecr— I propose wo heave draws the candidate’s arm through to ths 
it over among the rubbish. shoulder, and exclaims vehemently, “ At| 

Maator Overseor— Agreed : it shall l>e impostor I an impostor I” auother persorj 
done. exclaims, M Strike off his hand I” and al 

Tho Master and Senior Overseers take the same time ruus up with a drawn 
np the key stone, and swinging it four sword to give the blow. The Sen lot 
times back and forth between them, tho Deacon now intercedes for the enndi. 
fourth time the Junior Overseor catches date, aud says, “ Spar© him \ he Is not 
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an Impostor ; I know him to be a crafts- not one farthing- yonr dnc. Your work 
man ; I have wrought with him in the was not approved ; you arc not entitled 
quarries.” to any wages, and had it not been for iny 

Seuior Warden — IIo is an impostor, timely interference, you would kavo lost 
for ho has attempted to receive wages your right hand, if not your life. Let 
without being able to give the token, and this be a striking lesson to yon, never to 
the penalty must be indicted. attempt to impose upon the craft berc- 

Senior Deacon— If you will release after. But go with me to the quarries, 
lnm, I will take him to our Right Wor- and there exhibit some specimens of your 
Bhipful Master, and state his case to him. skill and industry ; and if your work is 
aud if the penalty must bo iutiicted, 1 approved, you shall be taught how to re- 
will see it duly executed. ceive wages in a proper manner. Come, 

Senior Warden — On those conditions I I say, go with me. [Shakes the candi- 
will release him, provided he can satisfy date severely, aud hurries him oil' into 
mo he Is a Fellow Craft Mason. the preparation room.) 

• The candidate now withdraws his arm. The Senior Deacon returns to his seat 
and gives the sign of a Fellow Craft Ma- in the Lodge, and the Junior Deacon 
son, as on page 22. prepares the candidat© for the degvee, by 

The members of the Lodge then take divesting him of his outward apparel, and 
their seats. all mouey and valuables, his breast bare, 

Senior Deacon (taking candidate to nud a cable-tow four times round liis bo- 
Master) — Right Worshipful, this young dy ; in which condition he is conducted to 
craftsman has been detected ns an lui- the door, aud gives four distinct knocks, 
nostor, at the office of the Senior Grand Seuior Deacon— RifrhtWorshipmi, while 
Warden, in attempting io receive wages we are peaceably at work on the fouith 
without being able to give the token. degree In Masonry, the door of our Lodge 
Muster (looking sternly at the c&ndi- appears to be alarmed, 
date)— Are you a Fellow Craft Mason ? Mastor— Brother Seuior, attend to tho 

Candidate — I am. cause of that alarm. 

Master — Glvo mo tho sign of a Fellow The Senior Deacon then steps to tho 
Cratt Mason ? door, aud answers tho alarm by four 

Candidate gives the sign, as before. knocks. This is responded to from tho 
Master to Seuior Deacon— It is well, outsklo by one knock, which is returned 
Ilo is undoubtedly a Fellow Cratt. [Turn- by the Senior Deacon. The door is then 
ing to candidate.] You have attempted partly opened 

to receive wages without being able to Senior Deacon — Who comes there 1 

give tho tokou — I am astonished that so Junior Deacon— A worthy brother, 

intelligent a looking young craltsinan who has been regularly initiated as ;;u 
should thus attempt to impose upon us. Luterpd Appreutico Mason, served a 
Such conduct requires severe punish- proper time as such, passed to tho degree 
mont. Tho penalty you have incurred of a Fellow Craft, raised to tho sublimo 
is to havo your right band struck off. degree of a Master Mason, and now 
Have you ever been taught how to re- wishes for further light in Masonry, by 
eoive wage# i being advanced to the more houorablo 

Caudldatc— I have not degree of Mark Master Mason. 

Master — Ah, tills in a measure serves Senior Deacon — I# it of Ids own freo 
to mitigate your crime. If you are in- will and accord lie makes this request ? 
siructud how to receive wages, will you Junior Deacon — It is. 

do bettor for the future ? ’ Senior Deacon — Is he duly aud truly 

Caudidate — I wilt prepared t 

Master— -On account of your youth and Juuior Deacon — He is. 

inexperience, the penalty is remitted. Senior Deacon — Has he wrought In 
Brother Senior Deacon, you will take quarries, and exhibited specimens of hi. 
this young craftsman, and give him a skill in the preceding degrees t 
severe reprimand, aud take him witli Junior Deacon — He has. 
you to tho quarries, and there teach him Senior Deacon — By what further right 
now to bring up a regular wrought stone, or benefit does lie expect this tavor ? 

Seuior Deacon (taking caudidate by Junior Deacon— By the beueiit of a 
the collar) — Young man, it appears you pass- word. 

have come up here this evening to im- Senior Deacon — Has he a pass-word ? 

pose upon us ; first, by presentiug work Junior Deacon — He has not, but 1 

which was not fit for tho buildiug, and have it for him. 
then by claiming wages when there was Senior Deacon — Give it roe. 
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Junior Deacon whispers in his ear the 
word JOPPA. 

Senior Deacon — The pass word is right 
You will let him wait until the Right 
Worshipful Master is made acquainted 
with his request, and his answer returned. 

Senior Deacc.. .v-ti to the Right 
Worshipful Master, where the same ques- 
tions aro asked, aud answers returned, as 
at the door. 

Master — Since ho comes endowed with 
the necessary qualifications, let him en- 
ter, in the name of the Lord, aud take 
heed on what he enters. 

The door is then opened, the candidate 
enters, the Junior Deacon stops behind 
him, takes hold of hia arms, draws them 
back, and holds them firmly behind. 

Senior Deacon (approaching candidate 
with a mallet aud engraving chisel in his 
hands) — Brother, it becomes my duty to 
place a mark upon you which you will 
probably carry to your grave. As an 
Entered Apprentice Mason, you were re- 
ceived upon one point of the compasses, 
pressing your naked left breast; as a 
Follow Craft Mason, you were received 
upon the angle of a square, pressing 

S Dur naked right breast: as a Master 
lason, vou were received upon both 
points of th© compasses, extending from 
your naked left to right breast. They 
were then explained to you. The chisel 
aud mallet (placing the edge of the chi- 
sel against his breastj are instruments 
used by operative Masons to hew, cut, 
carve, and indent their work : but we, as 
Free aud Accepted Masons, make use of 
them for a more noble and glorious pur* 
poso. Wo use them to hew, cut, carve, 
and indent the mind. And as a Mark 
Master Mason, we receive you upon the 
edge of the indenting chisel, and under 
the pressure of the mallet 
As he pronounces tho last words, he 
braces his feet, raises his mallet, and 
makes two or three false motions, and 
gives a violent blow upon the head of 
the chisel ; throws down mallet and chi- 
sel, takes hold of the cable-tow, and says 
to candidate — Follow me. 

They walk four times round the Lodge, 
and each time as he passes the stations of 
the Master, Senior aud Junior Wardens, 
they each give one loud rap with their 
mallet. The Master, in the mean time, 
reads from a text-book the following pas- 
sages of Scripture : 

The stone which the builders refused, 
is become the head stone of the corner. 
—Psalm cxviiL 22. 

Did ye never read in the Scriptures, 
The f '© '* which the builders rejected, is 


become the head of the corner?— Gospel 
of 8t. Matthew, ch. xxi. v. 42. 

And have you not read this Scripture, 
The stone which the builders rejected, is 
become the head of the corner ? — Mark, 
chap. xii. v. 10. 

What is this, then, that is written. The 
stono which the builders rejected, is be- 
come the head of the corner. — Luke xx. 
verso 17. 

The reading is so timed ns to bo com- 
pleted just as the candidate arrives at 
the Juuior Warden’s post ; who gives an 
alarm of four knocks, aud the same ques- 
tions are asked, and answers returned, as 
at the door. 

The Junior Warden directs him to his 
Senior, who, on his arrival, gives four 
raps, aud the like questions are asked 
and answered. From thence he is direct- 
ed to the Right Worshipful Master iu tho 
east, where the same questions are asked 
and the same answers given. Tho Mas- 
ter then orders that the candidate be con- 
ducted back to tho Senior Warden in the 
west, and be taught bv him to approach 
the east by four upright regular steps, his 
feet forming a square, aud body erect at 
the altar. The candidate tlu*u kneels, 
aud receives the obligation, oh follows : 
John Smith, of my owu free will 
accord, in presence of Almighty 
God, and this Right Worshipful Lodge «*f 
Mark Master Masons, do hereby and 
hereon, in addition to my former obliga 
tions, most solemnly and sincerely pro 
mlse and swear, that 1 will not givo tho 
secrets of a Mark Master Masdn to any 
one of an inferior degree, nor to any 
other person in tho known world, except 
It be a true and lawful brother, or bin. 
thren, of this degree ; and not unto him 
nor unto them whom 1 shall hear so to 
be, but unto him and them only whom J 
shall find so to be, after strict trial and 
dne examination, or lawful information 
given. Furthermore do I promise and 
swear, that I will support the constitu- 
tion of the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States of America, 
also the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
this State, under which this Lodge is 
held, and conform to all tho by-laws, 
rules and regulations of this or any 
other Lodge of Mark Master Masons, of 
which I may at any time hereafter be- 
come a member. Furthermore do I pro 1 
mise and swear, that 1 will obey all regu- 
lar signs and summons given, handed, 
sent, or thrown to me from the hand of 
a brother Mark Master Mason, or from 
the body of a just aud legally constituted 
"Lodge of such, provided it be withiu the 
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lengtn of ray*' cable -tow. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that I will not 
wrong this Lodge, or a brother of this 
degree, to the value of his wages, (or 
one penny) myself, knowingly, nor suffer 
it to be done by others if in iny power to 
prevent it. Furthermore do i promise 
and swear, that I will not sell, swap, 
>1 lr,or » or exchange my mark, which I 
taal! hereafter choose, after It has been 
r^cortbd In the book of marks, for any 
other one unless it be a dead mark, or 
one of an older date, nor will I pledge it 
% second time until it is lawfully redeem- 
ed from the first pledge. Furthermore 
do I promise and swear, that- I will re- 
*eive a brother’s mark when offered to 
mo requesting a favor, and grant him bis 
request if in my power ; and if it is not 
In my power to grant his request, I will 
return him bis mark with the value 
thereof, which is half a shekel of silver, 
or quartor of a dollar. To all of which 
1 do most solemnly and sincerely pro- 
mise and swear, with a fixed and steady 
purpose of mind in me to keep and per- 
form the same, binding myself under no 
less peuaity than to have my right ear 
smote off, that 1 may forover be unable 
to hear the word, and my right hand 
aH the penalty as au impos- 
tor, if I should over prove wilfully guilty 
of violating any part of this tny solemn 
oath, or obligation, of a Mark Master 
Mason. So help mo God, and make me 
steadfast to koep and perform the same. 

Master— Detach your baud and kiss tho 
book four times. 

As soon os the candidate has taken the 
Obligation, somo brother makes au alarm 
on the outsldo of tho door. 

Junior Deacon (rising)— There is an 
alarm at tho door, Right Worshipful. 

Master — Attend to tho alarm, brother, 
and soo who comes there. 

Junior Deacon Inquires the cause of 
tho alarm, and returns with a letter for 
tho Right Worshipful Master, who opeus 
it aud reads as follows, or something to 
this effect: 

To the Right Worshipful Master, 

St. Johns Mark Lodge .* 

Dear Brother— I ain iu the immediate 
-*ant of the loan of twenty-five dollars, 
•which I wish to borrow of Brother Smith. 
The only security which I can offer for 
the same, is my mark, which 1 pledge 
until the money Is refunded. You will 
please present it to him, and send the 
money by the bearer. 

Yours fraternally, T. JONES. 
Master, to candidate, at the samo time 
handing him the mark— Well, can you 
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accommodate Brother Jones with this 
money he asks the loan of? 

Candidate receives the mark, says ho 
has no money about him; he cannot 
grant the request 

Senior Warden— Right Worshipful, I 
can accommodate Brother Jones with 
twenty.fi ve dollars, if he will leave his 
mark with me, as a pledge. 

Master, to candidate— Will you return 
tho mark, then ? 

Candidate hands it back. 

Master — How is this ? do yon return it 
without tho price, aud thus break your 
oath before you rise from the altar? 
Have you not sworn that where you 
could not grant a brother's request, you 
would return his mark with the price 
thereof, viz. : half a Jewish Bhekel of sil- 
ver, or the fourth of a dollar? 

Caudidate is generally embarrassed, 
and replies that all his money was taken 
from him in the preparation room. 

Master — Are you sure that you have 
not even a quarter dollar about you ? 

Candidate — I am. 

Master— Look further. Perhaps some 
good friend has, iu pity to your destitute 
situation, supplied you with that amount 
unknown to yourself : feel in all your 
pockets, and If you find, after a thorough 
search, that you have really none, wo 
■hall have less reason to think that yon 
meant wilfully to violate your obligation. 

The caudidate feels In his pocket and 
finds a quarter of a dollar, which somo 
brother lmd silly placed there. He pro- 
tests he had no Intention of concealing 
it ; really supposed he had noue about 
him. and bands It to tho Manter, with the 
mark. 

Master — Brother, let this scene be a 
striking lesson to you ; should you ever 
hereafter have a mark presented you by 
a worthy brother, asking a favor, beforo 
vou deny him, mako diligent search, aud 
be quite sure of your iuablllty to servo 
b»m ; perhaps you will then find, as in 
the present instance, that some unknown 
person has befriended you. and you are 
really In a better situation thou vou think 
yourself 

The Right Worshipful Master now 
takes the candidate by the hand, and 
says— Arise, brother, and I will invest 
you with the pass-grip aud word, and 
also the real grip and word of a Mark 
Master Mason. 

The pass-grip of this degree in made 
by extending the right arms and clasp- 
ing the fingers of the right hands, as one 
would naturally do to assist another up 
a steep ascent. It is said to have origi- 
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Bated from the fact that the banks of the 
ri\ei at Joppa were so steep that the 
workmen on the Temple had to assist 
each other up them while conveying the 
timber from the lorestu of Lebanon. The 
fcasa word is Joppa. 



Master, to candidate— Will you be off, 
or f rom ? 

Candidate — Prom. 

Master— From what! 

Candidate— From the pass-grip to the 
true grip of a Mark Master Mason. 

Master— Pass on. 

The grip U made by locking the littlo 
fingers of the right hands, turning the 
backs of them together, and placing the 
_‘nd» of the thumbs against each other ; 
its nnino Is SlROC, or Mark WELL, and 
when properly made forms the initials of 
those two words, mark well 



The Right Worshiped Master, after 
admonishing the caudldate never to give 
the words In any way but that in which 
ho received them, resumes his seat, when 
the brethren Bbuffle about their feet. 

Master— What means this disturbance 
among the workmen, Brother Senior t 
Senior Warden (rising)— Right Wor- 
shipful. the workmen aro at a stand for 
the want of a certain key stone to one of 
the principal arches, which no one has 
had orders to make. 

Master — A key stone to one of the 
principal arches? I gave our Grand 
Master. Hiram AbllT, strict orders to 
make that key stone, previous to his as- 
sassination. [Gives two raps with his 
gavel, which brings the three Overseers 
efore hitn.J Brothers Overseers, has 
hero been a stone of this description 
M-onght up for inspection ? [exhibiting 
.he figure of a key stone. J 
Master Overseer — There was a stone 
jf that description brought up for inspec- 


tion, but it being neither oblong r\oj 
square, nor having the mark of any ol 
the craft upon it, and we not knowing 
the mark that was upon it, supposed it 
unfit for the building, and it was thrown 
over among the rubbish. 

Master — Let immediate search be made 
for it; the Temple cannot be finished 
without it ; It is one of the roost vninnb a 
stones in the whole building. [The bn* 
thren then shuffle about the Lodge again, 
and find tho key stone, aud bring it up to 
the east.) 

The Master receives the stone and then 
reads to tho Overseers from text-book — 
This is the stone which was set at naught 
by you builders, which is become the 
bead of the corner— Acts iv. 11. 

The Overseers retire confounded. 

Master reads to candidate from text- 
book— To him that overcoracth will I 
give to cat of the hidden manna, and 3 
will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth, saving him that receiveth It.— 
[Rev. xi. 17.) Come forward, and re- 
ceive tho new name. 

Candidate steps forward. 

Master— Brother, I will now Invest you 
with the new naroo that nono but a Mark 
Master can receive. It is a circle of let- 
ters which are the general nark of this 
mH w degree, aud are the ln<t*als of the 
o *c, following words : II *1UM TYRIAN, 
% * WIDOWS SON, SfcNT TO KIN xi 

Solomon. 

Within tliis circle of letters every Mark 
Blaster Biason must place his own pri- 
vate mark, which may be any device ho 
chooses to select. 

Master rends to candidate— He that 
hath an car to ear, let him hear.— Rev. 
chap. III. v. 13. 

The Master further Instructs the candi- 
date in the slgDS of the penalties of this 
degree, (page 42,) and tlif n presents, or 
points out to him on the chart, the w ork- 
ing tools of a Mark Master Mason, viz. : 
a mallet and chisel, the use of which ho 
explains os follows : — The chisel morally 
demonstrates the advantages oi‘ dini. 
pline and education. The mind, like tho 
diamond in its original state, iB rude nrd 
unpolished, but as the effect of the el r 
sel on the external coat soon presen tf to 
view tho latent beauties of the diamond, 
so education discovers the latent beauties 
of the mind, and draws them forth tororge 
the large field of matter and space, to dis- 
play the summit of human knowledge, our 
duty to God and man. The mallet moral- 
ly teaches to correct irregularities, and to 
reduce man to a proper level *, so that by 
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quiet deportment, he may, in the school 
of discipline, learn to be content. What 
the mallet Is to tho workman, enlightened 
reason is to the passions ; it curbs ambi- 
tion, it depresses envy, it moderates an- 
ger, and it encourages good' dispositions, 
whence arises among good Masons that 
comely order “which nothing earthly 
gives, or can destroy.” 

Master, to candidate — Brother, in ta- 
king this degree, yon have represented 
one of the Fellow Craft Masons who 
wrought at the building of King Solo- 
mon’s Temple. It was their custom on 
tho ovo of tho sixth day of the week to 
carry up their work for inspection. This 
young craftsman discovered in the quar- 
ries tho key stone to one of the principal 
arches that had boen wrought by the 
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and, throw- 
Jng away his own work, he took it up to 
the Temple, where it was inspected by 
the Overseers, rejected as of no account, 
mid thrown over among tho rubbish. IIo 
then ro paired to tho offleo of tho Senior 
Grand Warden to receive his wages : 
but not being nblo to give the token, he 
was dotoctod as an impostor, which like 
{?. htt ™ COSt 1,1 m M* rigTht hand; but 
King Solomon pardoned him, and after a 
Bovero reprimand he was takou back to 
tho quarries. Previous to tho comple- 
tion of tho Tomplo, the progross of the 
work was Interrupted for want of tho 
key stone, which circumstance being com- 
municated to King Solomon, ho gave or- 
ders that search should be niado for it 
among tho rubbish, whore it was found 
nud alter wards applied to its intended 
u«o. How it was disposed of, we cannot 
now inform you. You must advance fur- 
ther iu tho mysteries of Masonry, before 
you can know. 

On tho sixth hour of the sixth dav of 
evory week, tho craft, being eighty thou- 
sand in number, formed in procession 
and repaired to tho office of the Senior 
Grand Wardens, to receive their wages; 
and m order to prevent the craft being 
imposed upon by unskilful workmen. each 
craftsmnu claiming wages was made to 
thrust hla hand through a lattice window, 
and at tho same time givo this token, 
holding under tho two last lingers of his 
hand, a copy of his mark. 

The Senior Grand Warden cast his 
eye upon the corresponding mark in the 
book, (where all the marks of tho craft, 
eighty thousand iu number, were record- 
ed,) nud seeing bow much money was 
due to that particular mark, placed it be- 
tween the thumb and two fore lingers of 
the craftsman, who withdrew his hand 
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and passed on ; and so on, each In his 
torn, until ail were paid off : If any per- 
son attempted to receive wages without 
being able to givo the token, tho Se- 
nior Grand Warden seized him by the 
hand drew his arm through the window, 
held him fast, and exclaimed iramediatc- 
• ’ im P° stor I" Upon this signal, 
an officer who was Btatioued there for 
that purpose, would immediately strike 
hi* arm off. 

The following charge is then given to 

MLteT- didate ’ by thU mSht Wor8hi P ful 
Brother, I congratulate you on having 
been thought worthy of being advanced 
to this honorable degree of Masonry. 
Permit mo to impress it on your mind 
that your assiduity should ever bo com- 
mensurate with your duties, which be- 
come more and more extensive as you 
advance In Masonry. In the honorable 
character of Mark Master Mason, it is 
more particularly your duty to endeavor 
to let your conduct in the Lodge and 
among your brethren, bo such as may 
stand the test of tho Grand Oversee/* 
square : that you may not, like tho uu- 
finished and imperfect work of tho negli- 
gent and unfaithful of former times, bo 
rejected, and thrown aside, as unlit for 
that spiritual building, that houso not 
mado with hands, eternal In the heavens. 

hile such is your conduct, should mis- 
fortunes assail you, should friends for- 
sake you, should envy traduce your good 
name, and malice persecute you: yet 
ra*y you havo confidence, that among 
Mark Master Masons you will find friend* 
who will administer to your distresses 
and comfort your afflictions; over bear- 
ing in mind, as a consolation under tho 
frowns of fortune, and as an encourage- 
ment to hope for better prospects, that 
the stone tehuh the builders rejected, pos- 
sessing merits to them unknown, became 
the chief 8tone of tho corner. 

Tho brethren shuffle round the Lodge 
again, as before. 

Master, giving one rap— Brother Se- 
nior, what is the cause of this dlstuih, 
ance ? 

Senior Warden— Right Worshipful, 

Is the sixth hour of the sixth day of tta 
week, and the crafts are impatient to re- 
ceive their wages. 

Master— You will form them iu pro- 
cession, and lot them repair to tho office 
of the Senior Grand Warden* and re- 
ceive their wage*. 

Members form two and two and march 
around the Lodge against the sun, and 
sing from the text-book the last three 
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versos of the Mark Master's Song. The murmured against the good roan of the 
ceremony of paying the wages is gone honse, saying, These last have wrought 
through at tho Master's scat in the east, but one hour. a;.d thou hast made them 
the Master acting as Senior Grand War* equal unto us, which have homo t*;e 
den, nud paying “ every man a penny." burden and heat of tho day. Put ho an* 

Tho members then inquire, each of swered one of them, and said, Friend, I 
tho other, “ How much havo you?" The do thee no wrong: didst thou not ngreo 
answer is given, "A penny.” Some one with mo for a penny? Take that thine 
a-iks the candidato the. question, aod he is, and go thy way ; I will give unto this 
j plies. “A penuy.” At this informa- last, even as onto thee. Is it not lawful 
tion, all tho brethren pretend to be in a for mo to do what I will with mino own 1 
great rage, and hurl their pennies on Is thine eyo evil, because I am good? 
the floor with violence, each protesting So the last shall be find, and the nrst 
against the manner of paying the cralt. last : for many are called, but few chosen. 

Master, giving one rap— Brethren, what Matthew xx. 1 to 16. 


Is the causo of this confusion ? 

Senior Do aeon — The craft are dissatis 
fled with the inaunor iu which you pay 
them. Hero is a yonng craftsman, who 
has just past the square, and has received 
as much as we, who have bomo the bur- 
den aud fatigue of tbo day ; nud we don’t 
think it is right and just ; aud wc will 
not put up with it, 

Mastor— This is the law, and It is per- 
fectly right. 

Junior Deacon— I don’t know of an 
law that will justify any such proc 
ing. If thero is any such luw, l should 
bo glad if you would show it. 

Master — If you will bo patient, you 
shall hear tho law. [Heads.] For the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
thiU.iH an householder, which went out 

early iu the morning, to hiro laborers 
Into his vineyard. And when ho had 
agreed with tho laborers for a penny a 
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
And ho went out nbout the third hour, 
and saw others staudiog idle in the mar- 
kct-placo, aud said unto thorn. Go ye also 
Into the vineyard; and whatsoever is 
right, I will give you. And they weut 
their way. And he again weut out, 
about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewlso ; and about the eloventh hour, 
ho weut out aud found others staudiug 
idle, and saith unto them. Why stand yc 
here all the day idle ? They say unto 
him, Because no man hath hired us. He 
saith unto them, Go ye also into the vine- 
yard, and whatsoever is right, that shall 
yo receive. So when even was come, 
the lord of the vineyard saith unto his 
steward. Call the laborers, and give them 
their hiro, beginning from the last unto 
tho first. And when they came that 
wore hired about tho eleventh hour, they 
received every man a penny. But when 
the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more ; and they 
likewise received, every man a penny. 
And when they had received it, they 


Master — Are you content? 

Brethren (picking up their pennies) — 
Wc are satisfied. 

CLOSING LECTURE— FIRST SECTION. 
Master, to Senior Warden— A ro you a 
Mark Master Mason ? 

Senior Warden — l am; try mo. 
Mastor— By what will yon bo tried ? 
Senior Warden — By tho engraving chi- 
sel and raallt t , . , 

Master — Why by the engraving chisel 

and mallet ? 

Senior Warden— Because they are tbo 
true and proper Masonic implements of 
this degree. 

Master — On what was tho degree 
founded? 

Senior Warden— On a certain key 
stone which belonged to tho principal 
arch of King Solomon's Temple. > 

Master — Who formed this key stone? 

Senior Warden— Our worthy Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff. 

Master— What were the preparatory 
steps relative to your advancement to 
this degree ? 

Senior Warden— I was caused to repre- 
sent one of tho Fellow Crr.ftH at tlm build- 
lug of King Solomon’s Temple, whom 
custom it was, on tho eve of every sixth 
day, to carry up their work for inspection. 

blaster — Why was yo\t caused to repre- 
sent these Fellow Crafts? 

Senior Warden— Bccauso our worthy 
Grand Mastor, Hiram Abiff, had com- 
pleted this key stone, agreeable to tho 
original plan ; and before he gave orders 
to have it carried np to tho Temple, was 
slain by three ruffians ; and it so hap- 
pened that on the ove of a certain sixth 
day, as the craft were carrying np work 
for inspection, a young Fellow Craft dis- 
covered this stone iu tho quarry, and 
from its singular form and beauty, sup- 
posing it to belong to some part of tho 
Temple, carried it up for inspection. 

Master — Who inspected it ? 
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Senior Warden— The Overseers, placed 
at the east, west, and south gates. 

Master — IIow did they inspect it ? 

Senior Warden— On its being present- 
ed to the Junior Overseer at the south 
gate, he observed that it was neither an 
oblong or a square, neither had it the 
1 ‘gular murk of tho craft upon it : bnt 
from its singular form and beauty was 
unwilling to reject it therefore ordered it 
to be passed to the Senior Overseer at 
the west gate, for further inspection; 
who, for similar roasons, suffered it to 
pass to the Master Overseer at the cast 
gate, who held a consultation with his 
brother Overseors, and they observed, as 
boforo, that it was neither an oblong or 
square, neither had it the regular murk 
of the craft upon it ; and neither of them 
being Mark Master Masons, supposed it 
of no use in tho budding, and hove it 
over among the rubbish. 

Master— How many Fellow Crafts 
wero thero engaged at the building of 
tho Temple f 

Senior Warden— Eighty thousand. 
Master— Were not tho Master Ovor- 
soors liable to be iinposod upon by re- 
ceiving bad work from the bauds of such 
a vast number of workiuon l 
Senior Warden— They wore not 
Master— IIow was this imposition pro- 
rented 1 

Senior Warden— By tho wisdom of 
King Solomon, who wisely ordered, that 
tho crnl'tftmun who worked, should choose 
him a particular mark aud place it upou 
all his work : by which it was known 
and distinguished when carried up to tho 
building, and if approved, to receive 
wages. 

Master — Whnt was tho wages of a Fel 

low Craft ? 

Senior Warden— A penny a day. 

Master — Who paid the craftsmen T 
Senior Warden— The Senior Grand 
Warden. 

Master— Was not tho Senior Grand 
Warden liable to be imposed upon by 
impostors, in paying off such a vast 
number of workmen? 

Senior Warden — Ho was not. 

Master — How was this imposition ore- 
rented ? v 

Senior Warden— By the wisdom of 
King Solomon, who also ordered that 
every craftsman applying to receive 
wages, should present his right hand 
through a lattice window of tho door of 
tho Junior Grand Warden’s apartment, 
with a copy of his mark in the palm 
thereof, at the same timo giving a token. 
Master— What was that token 1 


Senior Warden holds out his right 
hand with the little finger aud the next 
middle finger to it, clenched. (Page 42.) 
Master — What did it allude to ? 

Senior Warden — To the manner of re- 
ceiving wages ; it was also to distinguish 
a true craftsman from an impostor. 

Master — What is the penalty on an 
impostor ? 

Senior Warden— To have his right 
hand chopped off. 

8ECOND SECTION. 

Master— Where was you prepared to 
be made a Mark Master Mason V 
Senior Warden— Iu the room adjoining 
tho body of a just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such, duly assembled in a 
room, or place, representing a work shop 
that was erected near the ruLs of King 
Solomou's Temple. 

Master— How was you prepared ? 
Senior Warden— By being divested of 
my outward upparcl and all money : my 
breast bare, with a cable-tow four times 
about my body; In which situation I 
was conducted to the door of a Lodge, 
whero I gave four distinct knocks. 

Master— What do thoso four distinct 
knocks allude to ? 

Senior Warden— To the fourth degreo 
of Masonry ; it being that on which I 
was about to enter. 

Master— What was said to you from 
within ? 

Senior Warden— Who comes hero, Ac. 

1 ho Master continues his questions ns 
to tho manner of initiating a Mark Mas- 
ter. These, and tho answorg to them, 
are precisely the same as the questions 
and answers ou page 43 at the initiation 
of a candidate, except that they aie 
given aud auswered in tho past tense, 
the Master asking what was done, aud 
the Senior Warden telling him. 

Master — After your initiation into tho 
Mark Master’s degree, what followed ? 

Senior Warden— I was more fully in. 
strncted in its mysteries. 

Master — Of what do they consist ? 
Senior Wardeu— Of sign* and tokens. 
Master— Have you a sign ? 

Seuior Warden — I have. 

Master— What is it called ? 

Senior Warden — Heave over. 

Master — What docs it allude to ? 

Senior Warden — To tho manner of 
heaving over work that the Overseers 
said was unfit for tho Temple ; also, the 
manner tho key stoue was hove over. 
Master — nave you any other sign ? 
Senior Warden— I Lava, ^giving the 
due-guard, as on page 4£) 
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Master — What is that t 
Senior Warden— The due-guard of 
Mark Master Mason. 

Master — What docs it allude to! 

Senior Warden— To the penalty of my 
obligation ; which is. that my right ear 
should be smote off, that I might forever 
bo unable to hear the word, and ray right 
hand be chopped off, as the penalty of 
an impostor, if 1 should ever prove wil- 
fully guilty of revealing any part of my 
obligation. 

Master— Have yon any further sign ? 
Senior Warden — I have. 

Master— What is that! 

.Senior Warden— Tho grand sign, or 
sign of distress. 

Muster- -What does it allude to t 
Senior Warden— To the manner the 
Fellow Crafts curry their work up to tho 
Temple for Inspection ; also the manner 
I was taught to carry my work, on my 
advancement to this degree. 

Master — Have yon any other sign t 
Senior Warden— I have not ; but 
have a token. (Gives the pass-grip.) 
Master— What ia this? 

Souior Warden— The poss-gnp of 
Murk Master Mason. 

Master— W hut Is tho name of it! 

Senior Warden— JoPI* A. 

Master — What does It allude to? 

Senior Warduu— The City of Joppa. 
Muster — Have you any othor tokcu? 
Senior Warden— 1 have. 

Master— W lint is this? 

Senior Warden— Tho real grip of a 
Mar,. Master Mason. 

Master— Wluit is tho name of »t ? 

Souior Warden— M aUK \V£U- 
Mnxtcr— What docs it aliudo to ? 

Senior Warden— To a passago of-Scrip- 
turc, whero it says, “Then he brought 
me back tho way of tho gate of the out- 
ward sanctuary, which looketh towards 
the east, and it was shut ; and the Lord 
said unto me, son of mau, mark well, and 
bohold with thine eyes, and hear with 
thine ears, all that I say unto thee con- 
cerning ail the ordinances of the house 
gf the Lord, and the laws thereof, and 
mark well the entering in of the house, 
with the going forth of the sanctuary.’ 
Master — Who founded this degree ? 
Senior Warder.— Our three ancient 
Grand Masters, viz. : Solomon. King of 
Israel, Iliram, King of Tyre, and Hiram 
Abiff. 

Master— Why was it founded ! 

Senior Warden — Sot only as an hon- 
orary reword, to be conferred on all who 
have proved themselves meritorious in 
tho preceding degrees, but to render it 


impossible for a brother to suffer for the 
immediate necessities of life, when the 
price of his mark will procure them for 
biro. 

Master — A brother, pledging his mark, 
and asking for a favor, who does he re- 
present? 

Senior Warden— Our worthy Grand 
Master, Hiram Abiff, w ho was a l>o< r 
man. but on account of his grout sk . X 
nnd mysterious conduct at tho buildii g 
of Kiug Solomon’s Temple, was icon 
eminently distinguished. . 

Masted— A brother receiving a pledge, 
and granting a favor, whom does ho re- 
present? 

Senior Warden— King Solomon, who 
was a rich mau, but renowned for bis be- 
nevolence. . 


NOTE. — The following Is tho Song bo- 
fort* alluded to, and either the whole or 
a few verses of it are always sung before 
closing a Lodge of Mark Masters. 

Mark Master’s Song. 

Mark Masters, all appear, 

Before tho Chief O’ersocr: 

In concert move ; 

Let him your work inspoct, 

For tho Chief Architect, 

If there bo no delect. 

Ho will approve. 

You who huvo passod tho squuro, 
For your rewards prepare, 

Join heart and hand; 

Each with his mark in view, 

March with the just and truo, 
Wages to yon avc due, 

At your command. 

Hiram, the widow's non, 

Sent unto Solomon 

Our great key stone ; 

On it appears the name 
Which raises high tho fame 
Of all to whom tho sumo 
Is truly kuown. 

Now to tho westward move. 

Where, full of strength and lovo, 
Hiram doth stand; 

But if imposters me 
Mix’d with tho worthy there, 
Caution them to beware 
Of the right hand. 

Now to the praise cf those 
Who triumph’d o'er the foea 
Of Mason's arts : 

To the praiseworthy tlireo 
- Who founded this degree, 

May nil their virtues be 
Deep in our hearts. 



past master's decree: the initiation. 


S3 



PAST MASTER’S DEGREE. 


After having: received the decree of 
Master Mason, you cannot yet presido 
•ver a Lodge of such until the Past Mas- 
ter’s Degree Is conferred upon you. Ma- 
sons usually take this degree before of- 
fering themselves as a candidate for pro* 
siding in a Master’s Lodge, but should it 
so happen that a Master is elected Master 
of a Lodge who is not a Past Master, tho 
Post Master's degree may be conferred 
upon him without any other ceremony 
than that of administering the obligation. 
In such a cftso it is usually done by a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

Tho Past Master’s Lodge consists of 
soven officers, as follows : 

1. Right Worshipful Master; 2. Senior 
Warden ; 3. Junior Warden ; 4 Secre- 
tary ; 5. Treasurer ; 6. Senior Deacon ; 
7. Junior Deacon. 

Tho iuterlor arrangement is tho snrao 
« iu tho first degrees, and the ofilcors 
are similarly seated. (Seo page 6.) All 
tho ofilcors aud members keep their bats 
on while at work in this dogree. They 
opou and closo their Lodge in the some 
manner as iu tho Entered Apprentice’s 
Degree. 

A Master Mason wishing to enter on 
tho dogree of Past Master, petitions the 
Lodge and is balloted for in the same 
way that a candidate would bo in one of 
the first degrees ; but he is recoivod very 
differently. Having had tho requisite 
ballot, tho Junior Deacon conducts him 
Into the Lodge, places him on a seat, 
a. id then repairs to his own station near 
t io Senior Warden iu the west. Soon 
after a heavy alarm is given at the outer 
door. 

Junior Deacon, to the (Master rising) — 
There is an alarm at tho outer door, 
Right Worshipful. 

Winter — Attend to the alarm, and see 
who comes there. 

Junior Deacon goes to the door, and 
soon returns, bringing a letter to the 
Master. who opens it, and reads aloud to 
tno L Jdgo as follows : 


Dear Husband — I am in great distress. 
Our little boy has upset a tea-kettle of 
boiling water, and scalded himself so 
shockingly, that I fear for his life. You 
must come home immediately. 

Prom your loving wife, JULIE. 

Master (addressing the Lodge)— -Bre* 
tbreu, you seo by the tenor of this letter 
to me that it is nocessary I should leave 
immediately. You must appoint some 
one to fill the chair, for I cannot stay to 
confer this degree. 

Junior Warden — Right Worshipful, I 
certainly sympathise with you for tho 
afflicting calamity which has befallen 
your family, and am sorry that it seems 
so urgently necessary for you to leave ; 
but could you not stop a few momenta 1 
Brother Smith has come on purpose to 
receive this degree, and expects to re- 
ceive it. I believe he is in the room, and 
can speak for himself ; and unless ho is 
willing to put off tho ceremony, I do not 
see how you can avoid staying. 

The candidate, sympathising with tho 
Master, says he consents to wait, and by 
no means desires tho Right Worshipful 
to stay one moment on his account. 

Junior Warden— I thank our brother 
for his courtesy, but I have other reasons, 
Right Worshipful, why I desiro you 
should stay to confer this degreo to-night 
In tho first place, it is uncertain when I 
myself shall be able to attend again — 
then we might not get so many brethren 
togethor at auotlmr meeting ; and us this 
is a very difficult degree to confer, I feel 
that you ought to stay. 

Master — Brethren, it is impossible for 
roe to stay. You will therefore appoint 
some ono to fill the chair. There nro a 
number of brethren present who ore 
well qualified to confer the degree ; you 
will theroforo please to nominate. 

Junior Warden — I nominate our Bro- 
ther Seuior Warden to fill tho chair. 

Master — Brethren, it is moved and se- 
conded that Brother Senior Warden fill 
tho chair this evening, to confer this de- 
gree on Brother Smith. All those in fa- 
vor, will signify it by saying aye. [Two 
or three of the members respond by say* 
iug aye.J- Those opposed will say no. 
[Nearly nil tho members exclaim, No I] 
It is not a vote. Brethren will pleaso 
nomiuate a new Master. 

Senior Warden — I nominate Brother 
Junior Warden to fill tho chair. 

The Master puts the question with a 
similar result, when some member nomi- 
nates Brother Smith, (the candidate,) 
who is unanimously voted for and de- 
clared duly elected. •• < 
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Master— Brother Smith, you are elect- 
ed Master of this Lodge. Will you please 
to atop this way aud take the chair t 

The candidate goes forward to take 
tho chair, when the Right Worshipful 
Master pushes him back aud says : 

Master — Before you occupy the Mas- 
ter’s chair you must first assent to the 
ancient regulations, and take an obliga- 
tion to discharge with fidelity the duty of 
Master of the Lodge. 

The candidate, having no objection, 
the Muster addresses him as follows : 

1. You agree to be a good man, and 
true, and strictly to obey the moral law ? 

2. You agree to be a peaceable subject, 
and cheerfully to conform to the laws of 
the country in which you reside t 

3. Y ou promise not to be concerned in 
any plots or conspiracies against govern- 
ment ; but patiently to submit to the de- 
cisions of tlio supremo legislature t 

4. You agree to pay a proper respect 
to the civil magistrates, to work diligent- 
ly, live creditably, and act honorably by 
ail mon f 

5. You agree to hold in veneration the 
original rules and patrons of Masonry, 
and their regular successors, supreme 
and subordinate, according to their sta- 
tions, and to submit to the awards aud 
resolutions of your brethren, when con- 
vened, in every case consistent with the 
constitution of the Order I 

0. You agree to avoid private piques 
aud quarrels, and to guard against intern- 
pornuce and excess ? 

7. You agree to be cautious In carriago 
and bohavlour, cautions to your brethren, 
aud faithful to your Lodge ? 

8. You promise to respect genuine bre- 
thren. and discountenanco Impostors, aud 
all dissenters from the original plan of 
Masonry t 

9. You agree to promote the general 
good of society, to cultivate the social 
virtues, and to propagate the kuowledgo 
of the arts f 

10. You promise to pay homage to the 
Grand Master for the time being, and to 
his office when duly installed, strictly to 
conform to every edict of the Grand 
Lodge, or general assembly of Masons, 
that is not subversive of the principles 
and groundwork of Masonry ? 

11. You admit that it is not in the pow- 
er of any man, or body of men, to make 
Innovations in tho body of Masonry ? 

12. You promise a regular attendance 
ou the committees and communications 
of the Grand Lodge, on receiving proper 
notice, aud to pay attention to the duties 
of Masonry on all convenient occasions t \ 


13. Yon admit that no new Lodge can 
be formed without permission of the 
Grand Lodge, and that no countenance 
l>e given to any irregular Lodge, or to 
any person clandestinely initiated there- 
in, being contrary to the ancient charges 
of the Order ? 

14. You admit that no person cat. be 
regularly made a Mason in. or admitted 
a member of, any regular Lodge, with- 
out previous uotico, and duo inquiry into 
bis character ? 

15. You agree that no visitors shall be 
received into your Lodge without due 
examination, and producing proper vouch- 
ers of their having been initiated into a 
regular Lodge ? 

Do you submit to these charges, aud 

E romise to support these regulations, ns 
tasters have done in ail ages before you ? 
Candidate — I do. 

Master — You will now take upon your- 
self tho obligation of this degree. Please 
to kneel at the altar. 

The candidate is conducted to tho al- 
tar, kneels on both knees, lays both 
hands on tho Holy Bible, square and 
compasses, and take* the following oath : 

I. John Smith, of my own lYce will 
and accord. In presence of Almighty God, 
aud this Worshipful Lodge of Past Mas- 
ter Masons, do hereby and hereon, most 
solemnly and sincerely promise aud 
swear, in addition to my former obliga- 
tions, that I will not givo tho secrets of 
Past Master Mason, or any of tho secrets 
pertaining thereto, to any one of an in- 
ferior degree, nor to any person in tho 
known world, except it bo to a true and 
lawful brother, or brethren, Past Master 
Masons, or w ithin the body of a just and 
lawfully constituted Lodge of such ; and 
not unto him or unto them whom 1 shall 
bear so to bo, but unto hUn and them 
only whom I shall fiud so to be. after 
strict trial and examination, or iawTul 
information. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs and 
summonses sent, thrown, handed or given 
from the hand of a brother of this de- 
gree, or from the body of a just and law 
fully constituted Lodge of Past Masters. 

Furthermore do I promise and sw'ea>; 
that I will support the constitution <f 
the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of the United States ; also, that of the 
Grand Chapter of the State in which this 
Lodge is located, and under which it is 
held, and conform to all tho by-laws, 
rules aud regulations of this, or any other 
Lodge of which I may at any time become 
a member, so far a a in my power. 
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Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
tlmt I will not assist, or be present at the 
conferring of this degree upon anv per- 
son who has not, to tho best of my know- 
ledge and belief, regularly received (in 
addition to the degrees of Entered Ap- 
prentice, Fellow Craft, ami Master Ma- 
son), the degree of Mark Master, or been 
elected Master of a regular Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will aid and assist all poor and iu- 
digwnt Past Master Masons, their widows 
and orphans, wherever dispersed round 
the globe, they applying to me as such, 
and I finding thorn worthy, so far as is 
in my power without material injury to 
inysolf or family 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that tho secrets of a brother of this de- 
gree, delivered to me in charge as such, 
shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast, as they were in his own be- 
fore communicated to mo, murder and 
treason excepted, and those left to my 
own election. 

Furthermore do I promise aud swear, 
that I will not wrong this Lodge, nor a 
brother of this degree, to the value of 
ono cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it 
to bo done by others, if lu my power to 
prevent it. 

Furthermore do I proraiso and swear, 
that I will not govorn this Lodge, or any 
other over which I may bo called to pre- 
side, iu a haughty aud arbitrary manner; 
but will, at all times, use uiy utmost en- 
deavors to preserve poaco and harmony 
among tho brethren. 

Furthermore do l promise and swear, 
that I will never o*>en a Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons unless there bo present three 
regular Master Masons, besides tho Ty- 
ler ; nor close the same without giving a 
lecture, or some seetjon, or part of n lec- 
ture, for tho instruction of the Lodge. 

Furthermore do 1 promise and swear, 
that I will not sit in a Lodge where the 
presiding officer has not taken tho degree 
of Past Master Masou. To all of which 
I do most solemnly aud sincerely promise 
oad swear, with a fixed and steady pur- 
pose of mind to keep and perform the 
same i binding myself under no less pen- 
alty than (Iu addition to all my former 
penalties) to have my tongue split from 
tip to root, that I might for ever there- 
after bo unable to pronounce the word, 
should I over prove wilfully gniity of 
violating any part of this, my solemn 
oath, or obligation, of a Past jfaskr Ma- 
son. So help me God, and make me 
. lead fast to keep and perform the same. 


Master to candidate — Kiss the book 
five times. 

The obligation having been administer- 
ed, the candidate rises, when the Master 
proceeds to give him the sign, word and 
grip of this degree, as follows : 

Master to candidate— You now behold 
me approaching you from the east, node r 
the step, sign, and due-guard cf a Pu. t 
Master Masou. 

The Master now steps 
off with his left foot, aud 
then places the heel of his 
right foot at the too of the 
left so as to bring the two 
feet at right angles, and 
make them the right au- 
gle of a square. He then 
gives this sign, placing 
the thumb of his right 
hand (fingers clenched) 
upon his li;>s. It alludes 
to the penalty to have his 
tongue split from Up to 
rook He gives a second 
sign by placing his right 
hand upon tho left side 
of his neck, and draw ing 
it edgewise dow nward Iu a diagonal direc- 
tion towards the right 
side, so as to cross the 
three former penalties. 

Master — Brother, lot 
me now have tho plea- 
sure of conducting you 
Into tho oriental chair of 
King Solomon. (Places 
a large cocked hat on 
his head, and seats him 
In a chair In front of the 
Master’s clmir.J That 
wise king, when old and 
decrepit, was attended 
by his two friends, Ill- 
ram, King of Tyro, and 
Iliram Abiff, who raised 
and seated him in bis 
chair by means of the Past Master's grip. 

The 'Master and Senior Warden now 
kako tho candidate by this grip and raise 
him on his feet several times, each timo 
letting him sit back In the chair airain. 
The Senior Warden then goes back to 
his seat, the candidate rises, and the 
Right Worshipful Master instructs him 
iu the grip aud word of a Past Master 
Mason. They first take each other by 
tho Master Mason’s grip, (page 36 , [ thp 
Master saying, and ibe conciliate, repeat- 
i.ig, "from a grip to a uja:^ M , that 
moment they slip their-rl^n^pa}}^ .as 
to catch each other. 
raise thoir left hands, cut<ikmc vach, utU* 
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er’a right olbow. This is the regular Past ■ 
Master’s grip. 

Master —A 
three -fold cord 
is strong 
Candidate — A 
four-fold cord is 
not easily bro- 
il .-n. 

The Rt. Wor- 

• ipful Master 
».-ats the candi- 
date in the Mas- 
ter’s chair, pla- 
cob a hat on his 
hood, and then 
cornea down iu 
frout, and says : 

Worshipful bro- 
ther, I now pre- 
sent yon with the furniture and various 
Masonic implement* of our profession j 
they are emblematical of our conduct In 
life, and will now be enumerated and ex- 
plained as presented. 

The Holy Writings, that great light in 
Masonry, will guide you to all truth ; it 
will direct your path to the temple of 
happiness, and point out to you the whole 
duty of man. 

'I he Square tenches to regulate our 
actions by rule and line, and to harmo- 
nize our conduct by tho principles of mo- 
rality and virtue. 

• The Compass tenches to limit our de- 
sires in every station ; thus rising to emi- 
nence by merit, wo may live respected, 
and die regretted. 

The Rule directs, that wc should punc- 
tually observe our duty : press forward 
In the path of virtue, and, neither in- 
clining to tho right nor to the left, in all 
our actions have eternity in view. 

The ^.ino teaches tho criterion of mo- 
ral rectitudo ; to avoid dl«simulatiou iu 
conversation and action, and to direct 
our steps to the path that leads to immor- 
tality. 

Tho Book of Constitutions you are to 
search at all times ; cause it to be read in 
your Lodge, that none may pretend igno- 
rance of the excellent precepts it eqjoins. 

Lastlj', you receive in charge the By- 
Laws of your Lodge, which you are to 
see carefully and punctually executed. 

I will also present you with the Mallet ; 
it Is an emblem of power. Ono stroke 
of the mailet calls to order, and .calls up 
the Junior aud Senior Deacons; two 
strokes call up ail the subordinate offi- 
cers : and three, the whole Lodge. 

Master— Brethren, please to salute 
your new Master. 


All the brethren present, headed by 
the Master, now walk in front of tho 
chair, give the sign of an Entered Ap- 
prentice, and pass on. This is repeated 
vrith the sign of each degree in Masonry 
up to that of Past Master. 

Master to candidate — X now leave you 
to the government of your Lodge. (Mas- 
ter takes his seat with the brethren.) 

Tho Senior Warden now steps for- 
ward and delivers up his jewel and his 
gavel to the new Master, and each of 
the other officers of the Lodge does tho 
same, taking bis turn according to rank. 
Presently the retired Master rises. 

Retired Master (addressing tho Chair)— 
Right Worshipfnl, in consoquenco of my 
resignation, aud tho election of a new 
Master, tho seats of tho Wardens have 
become vacant It is necessary you 
should have Wardens to assist you in 
tho government of your Lodge. I pre- 
sume the brethren w ho have held these 
stations will continue to servo if you no 
request [Tho new Master requests tho 
Senior Warden to resume Ills Jewel and 
gavel, when the other officers (who had 
left tbeir places) also resume their scats. J 

Retired Master— Right Worshipful, 1 
would respectfully suggest to you that 
ms the office of Treasurer is one of con- 
slderable responidbilily— he holding all 
tho fuuds and property of the Lodge- 
yon should direct that ho be nominated 
and elected by tho members present 
This lias been customary, and if you 
order a nomination to bo maud in this 
manner, I have no doubt that wa shall 
select some one who w ill be salislactory 
to you. 

Candidate (acting as MasterV-Tho bre 
thren will please nominate all easurerfoi 
this Lodge. 

Hero a scene of confusion takes place, 
which is not easily descrioi d. Tho new 
ly installed Worshipful Is made ttic butt 
lor every worthy brother to exercise hU 
wit upon. Half n-dozer. are up at a time, 
soliciting tho Master to nominate the m. 
urging their several claims, and decryh g 
the merits of others with much zeal 
crying out — 4 ‘ Order, Worshipful I keep 
order I" Others propose to dunce, aud 
request tho Master to sing for them ; oth- 
ers whistle, or sing, or jump about thf 
room ; or scuffle, and knock down chairs 
orbenclus. One proposes to call from 
labor to refreshment ; another compli- 
ments tho Worshipful Master on his dig- 
nified appearance, and knocks off his 
hat, or pulls it down over his face, and 
sometimes he is even dragged from his 
chair on the pre.cm« that a lady wishes 
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to uco him. The Senior Warden, or by rapping with his gavel, and declaring 
■omo other brother, makes a long speech It closed Should lie do so, the retired 
about reducing the price of tho Chapter Master stops him as follows : 
dogroos, from twenty dollars to twelve, Retired Master— Bight Worshipful, you 

and recommends that it bo paid in coun- -iworo In your obligation, that you would 
try produce, &c. His motion is seconded, not closo this or any other Lodge over 
and tho now Master is pressed on all which you should be called to preside, 
■ides to put tho question. If tho ques- without giving a lecture or somo part 
ilon is put, tho brethren all vote against thereof. Do you intend to break youi 
it, and accuse tho new Master of break- oath t 

ing his oath, when ho sworo he would Candidate— I had forgotten that In this 
support tho Constitution of tho Geueral confusion. I hopo tho brethren will ox- 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, which cs- cusc me. 

tabliahos tho price of the four Chapter A brother goes and whispers to tho 
dogrocs, at twenty dollars. If the Mas- candidate, telling him that he can resign 
ter attempts to cxerciso the power of the tho chair to the old Master, and havo him 
gavel, it often has the contrary effect ; close tho Lodge, if ho so prefers. Tho 
for if lie gives more than one rap, and candidate is very glad to do this, nud 
calls to order, every ono obeys the sig- cheerfully abdicates ins seat, 
nal, with tho utmost promptness, and Master (resuming the ch air)— Brother, 
drops on the nearest seat. The uext in- the lesson wo havo just given, notwith- 
.staut, boforo the Master can utter a standing its apparent confusion, is do* 
word, all are on their feet again, and as signed to convey to you, in a striking 
*- >isy as ever. Some brother now pro- manner, the necessity of at all times ab- 
F '»cs that tho Lodge be closed ; another staiuing from soliciting, or accepting any 
o . 10 hopes it will be closed in a short wav. offico or Btation that you do not know 
Retired Master, to candidate— Right yourself amply qualified to fill. 
Worshipful, 16 is moved and seconded The Master now delivers the Lecture 
that this Lodge be closed. You can close in this degree. It is divided into fivo 
It as you please. You can merely declare sections. The first treats of the manner 
the Lodge closed, or in any other way. of constituting a Lodge of Master Ma- 
Tho candidate, being much embarrass- sons. The second treats of the ceremony 
ed, will often attempt to closo the Lodge of installation, ‘ucluding the manner of 
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receiving candidates to this degree, as | 
given above. The third treats cf the 
ceremonies observed at laying the found- 
ation stones of public structures. The 
fourth section, of the ceremony observed 
at tho dedications of Masonic Halls. The 
fifth, of tho ceremony observed at fune- 
rals, according to tho ancient custom, 
with tho sorvleo used on the occasion. 
Tho Lecture is usually read from a Moni- 
tor which is kept in every Lodge. 

The foregoing includes all the ceremo- 
nies ever used in conferring the degree of 
Past Master ; but tbo ceremonies are fre- 
quently shortened by tho omission of 
some part of them ; tho presenting of 
the various Implements of tho profes- 
sion, and their explanations, are often 
dispensed with ; aud still more often, tho 
charge. 



MOST EXCELLENT MASTER. 

No Mason can receive tho degree of 
Most Excellent Master until after ho has 
become a Past Master, and presided in a 
Lodge, or in other words, been inducted 
Into tho Oriental Chair of King Solomon. 
When the Temple of Jerusalem was fin- 
ished, those who had proved themselves 
worthy by their virtue, skill, and fidelity, 
wore iustallcd as Most Excellent Mas 
tors ; and even at this date nono but 
those who have a perfect knowledge of 
all preceding degrees are (or should not 
bo) admitted. 

A Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is 
opened in nearly the same manner os 
Lodges in the preceding degrees. The 
officors are a Master, Senior aud Junior 
Wardens aud Deacons, Secretary and 
Treasurer, and of course a Tyler. They 
are stationed as in th<* Entered Appreu- 
t'c '’s Degree. d'Wrih t on page 6. Tho 
Master prcsldtn^, caii the Lodge to or- 
der. and say** : 

Master to the Junior Warden — Brother 
Junior, are they all Most Excellent Alas 
itt the south 1 


Junior Warden — They arc, Most Ex- 
cellent. 

Master to tho Senior Warden— Brother 
Senior, arc they all Moat Excellent Mas- 
ters in the west? 

Senior Warden — They are, Most Ex- 
cellent. 

Master — They aro also in the east. 
Master gives one rap, which calls up 
tho two Deacons. 

Master to Junior Deacon — Brother Ju- 
nior, the first care of a Mason '( 

Junior Deacon — To see the door tyled, 
Most Excellent. 

Master— Attend to that part of your 
duty aud Inform the Tyler that we are 
about to open this Lodge of Most Ex- 
cellent Masters, and direct him to tylo 
accordingly. 

Junior Deacon goes to tho door and 
gives six knocks, which the Tyler from 
without answers by six more. He then 
gives one knock, which tho Tyler an- 
swors with one, and he then partly Opens 
the door and Informs tho Tyler that by 
order of tho Most Excellent Master a 
L odge of Most Excellent Masters is now 
about to bo opened in this place, and ho 
must tylo accordingly, llo then returns 
to his placo and addresses tho Master : 

Junior Deacon— Tho Lodge is tyled. 
Most Excellent. 

Master — By whom f 

Junior Deacon— By a Most Excellent 
Master Mason without the door, armed 
with tho proper implements of his oflico. 

Master— -Ills duty there ? 

Junior Deacon — To keep off all cowans 
and eaves droppers, and boo that nono 

C ass or repast without permission of tho 
lost Excellent Master. 

Tho Master now questions each officer 
of tho Lodge as to his duties, which aro 
recited by them aB in tho other degrees. 

Master to Senior Warden — Brother 
Senior, you will assemble tho brethren 
round tho altar for our opening. 

Senior Warden— Brethren, plcaso to 
assemble round the altar for the purpose 
of opening this Lodge of Most Excellent 
Master Masons. 

Tho brethren now assemble round tl » 
altar, and form a circle, and stand in wk i 
a position as to touch each other, ltavii g 
a space for tlio Most Excellent Master; 
they then all kneel on their left knee, 
aud joiu hands, each giving his right 
hand brother l*is hit hand, and liis left 
hand brother liis right hard ; their left 
arms uppermost, and their heads in- 
■ clining downward : all being thus dtu- 
: a ted, the Most Excellent Waster read# 
j the following versos from Psalm xs v. ; 
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The earth is the Lord's, and the ftilness 
thereof ; tho world, and they that dwell 
therein. For ho hath founded it upon 
the seas, and established it upon the 
floods. Who shall ascend into the hill 
of tho Lord? and who Bhall stand in his 
holy place? lie that hath clean bauds, 
and a puro heart ; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit- 
fully. Ho shall receive the blessing from 
tho Lord, and righteousness from tho God 
of Ills salvation. This is tho generation 
of them that seek him, that scok thy 
face, O Jacob. Solah. Lift up your 
heads, O yo gates; [hero tho kneeling 
brethren alternately raise and bow their 
heads ns tho reading proceods) aud be yo 
lifted up, yo everlasting doors ; and the 
Kltfg of glory shall come iu. Who is 
tills King of glory ? Tho Lord, strong 
and mighty ; tho Lord, mighty in battle. 
Lilt up your lioads, O yo gates ; even lift 
thorn up, yo ovcrlastlng doors ; and tho 
King of glory shall como in. Who is 
tills King of glory ? The Lord of hosts ; 
bo Is tho King of glory. 8clah. 

Whllo reading these versos tho Most 
Excellont Master advances towards tho 
clro.lo of kneeling brethren, taking his 
steps only when reading thoso passages 
relatlvo to the King of glory. 

Tho reading being ended, tho Most Ex- 
cellent Mister then kneels. Joins hands 
With tho others, which closes tho circlo, 
and they all lift their hands, as Joined to- 
gether, up and down, six times, keeping 
time with tho words, ;rs tho Most Excel- 
lent Mastor ropcat* them : ** one. two, 
threo ; ono, two, throe." This L Masonl- 
cally callod balancing. They then rise, 
disengage their hands, and lift them up 
above their Loads, with a moderate and 
somewhat graceful motion, and cast up 
their cycB ; turning at tho same time to 
tho right, they exteud their arms, and 
then suffer them to fall loose aud some- 
what nerveless by thoir sides. This sign 
is said by Masons to represent tho sign 
of nstonishmeut mado by the Queen 
of Sheba, on first viewing Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Tho Most Excellent Master resumes 
his seat and says— Brethren, attend to 
tho signs. Ho himself then gives all the 
signs from an Entered Aproutice up to 
this degree, and tho brethren join and 
imltato him. 

Master to the Senior Warden — Brother 
Senior, it is my will and ploasuro that 
this Lodge of Most Excellent Masters bo 
now opened for dispatch of business, 
strictly forbidding all private committees, 
or profane language, whereby tho har- 


mony of tho same may be inteirupted, 
while engaged in their lawful pursuits, 
under no less penalty than the by-laws 
enjoin, or a majority of tho brethren 
may see cause to inflict 

The Senior Warden repeats this to his 
Junior, and tho Junior announces it to 
tho Lodge as follows : 

Juuior Warden — Brethren, you liavo 
heard our Most Excellent Master’s will 
and pleasure as Just communicated to 
me — 30 let it be done. 

Tho Lodge being opened, tho ordinary 
business of the evening is gone through 
with, as in the former degrees. If a can- 
didate is to be initiated, Uie Junior Pea 
cou goes to tho preparation room. wher< 
ho is in waiting, aud prepares him Ho 
takes off tho candidate’s coat, pow. n 
cable-tow six times round his body, '.md 
conducts him to tho door of tho Lodge, 
where he gives hix distinct knocks •' wi ich 
are answered by tho Senior Deacon from 
within.) and then one knock, which Is 
answered in tho same manner. 

Senior Doacou (partly opening tho 
doer)— Who comes thoro ? 

Juuior Deacon — A worthy brother, 
who has been regularly iulilated as an 
Entered Approntlco Mason; passed to 
tho 'lfgrt o of Fellow Craft ; raised to 
tho su-v.une degree of Master Mason 5 
advau :cd to the honorary degree of a 
Mark Master Mason ; presided in the 
chair as Past Master; and now wishes 
for further light in Masonry, by being re- 
ceived aud acknowledged ns u Most Ex- 
cellent Master. 

Senior D**scon — Is it of his own free 
will and a.-cord he makes this request ? 

Juuior Deacon — It is. 

Senior Deacon — Is ho duly and truly 
prepared ? 

Juuior Deacon — Ho is. 

Senior Deacon — Is ho worthy and well 
qualified? 

Junior Deacon — He is. 

Senior Deacon — lias ho mad© suitable 
proficiency iu the preceding degrees ? 

Junior Doacou— Ho has. 

8enior Deacon -By what further right, 
or benefit, does he expect to obtain th’4 
favor ? 

Junior Deacon— By the benefit o? 
pass-word. 

Senior Doacon — Has he a pass-word T 

Junior Deacon— Ho has it not : but 1 
have it for him. 

Senior Deacon — Givo it to me. 

Junior Deacon whispers in tho ear of 
the Senior Deacon the word RaiioNI. 
[In many Lodges, the Past Masters 
word, Giblem, is used as pass-word loi 
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this degree, and the word RabonI, as the 
real word.] 

Senior Deacon— The word is right. 
You will wait until the Most Excellent 
Master is made acquainted with your re- 
quest, and his answer returned. 

Senior Deacon repairs to the Most Ex- 
C'llcnt Master in the east, and gives six 
ups at the door. 

Master — Who comes there? 

Senior Deacon — A worthy brother who 
has been regularly initiated as an Enter- 
ed Apprentice ; passed to thodegreoof a 
Follow Craft ; raised to the sublime de- 
gree of a Master Mn>on ; advanced to 
the honorary degree of Mark Master; 
presided ns Master in the chair, and now 
wishes for further light in Masonry, by 
being received and acknowledged’ as a 
Most Excellent Master, 

Master — Is it of his own free will and 
accord he makes this request? 

Senior Deacon— It is. 

Master— Is he duly And truly prepared ? 

Senior Deacon — lie is. 

Master— Is he worthy and qualified ? 

Senior Deacon — lie ih. 

Master — Has ho made suitable profi- 
clcncy in the preceding degree* ? 

Senior Deacon— Ho has. 

Master — By what further right or ben- 
efit does he expect to obtain this favor ? 

Souior Deacon — By the benefit of a 
pass- word. 

Master — Has ho a pass word ? 

Sonlor Deacon — Ho has not ; but I 
have it for him. 

Master— Give it. 

Senior Deacon whispers In the ear, the 
word llABONI, 

Master — The pa«s is right. Since he 
comes endowed with nil those necessary 
qualifications, let him euter this Lodge of 
Most Excellent Masters, In the namo of 
the Lord. 

Tho door is then flung open, and the 
Souior Deacon receives tho candidate 
Upon the Key-Stone. Tho candidate Is 
then walked six times round the Lodge, 
by tho Senior Deacon, moving with tho 
sun. The first time they pass round the 
Lodge, when opposite the Junior War- 
don, lie gives one rap with tho gavel ; 
when opposite the Senior Warden, he 
does t tie same ; aud likewise when oppo- 
site tho Most Excellent Master. The 
cecond time round, each gives two 
blows ; the third, three • and so on, un- 
til they arrive to six. During this time, 
the Most Excellent Master reads the fol- 
lowing verses from Psalm exxii. : 

I was glad when they said unto me. 
Let as go into the house of the Lord. 


Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 0 
Jerusalem. Jcrnsalem is budded as a 
city that is compact together : Whithef 
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
unto the testimony of Israel, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord. Fof 
there are set thrones of judgment, th* 
thrones of the homo of David. Pray fot 
the peace of Jerusalem : they shall pros* 
per that love thee. Peoco be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within tliy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions' Hakes, 
I will now say, Pence bo within thee. 
Because of tho house of tho Lord, our 
God, I will seek tliy good. 

Tho reading or tho foregoing is so 
timed, as not to bo fully ended until tho 
Senior Deacon nnd candidato have per- 
formed tho sixth revolution. Immedi- 
ately after this tho Senior Deacon and 
candidato arrive at the Junior Warden’s 
station iii tho south, when tho name ques- 
tions arc asked nnd tho snmo answers re- 
turned, ns at tho door: (Who conus 
there? &c.) The Junior Warden then 
directs tho candidate to pass on to tho 
Senior Warden In the west, for further 
examination; where tho samo questions 
are asked and answers returned ns be- 
fore. Tho Senior Warden directs liim to 
bo conducted to tho Right Worshipful 
Master In the east, for further examina- 
tion. Tho Right Worshipful Mnster asks 
tho same question* and receives tho snmo 
answers, as before. 

Maxtor to Senior Deacon — Please to 
couduct tho candidato buck to tho west, 
from whence he cninc, nnd put him Ju 
tho care of tho Senior Warden, and re- 
quest him to teach tho candidato . how to 
approach tho cast, by advancing upon 
six upright regular steps to tho sixth 
step, and placo him in a position to take 
upon him the solemn oatn, or obligation 
of a Mott Excellent Master Mason. 

The candidato is conducted back to 
the west, and tho Senior Warden teaches 
him how to approach tho east in this de- 
gree. First, by taking tho first step i:i 
Masonry, as in the Entered Apprentice’s 
degree, that is, stepping oft’ with the left 
foot, and bringing up the right foot so r.s 
to form a square ; thou taking tho steps 
as directed in the Fellow Craft degree, 
and so on np to this one— beginning al- 
ways with the Entered Apprentice's step. 

Oa arriving at the altar the candidate 
knee’s on both knees, and places both 
hands on the Bible, square and compasses. 
The Master then comes forward and ad- 
dresses him: 

Master — Brother, you are now placed 
in a proper position to take upon you tho 
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fiolemn oath or obligation of a Most Ex- 
cellent Master Mason, which I assure 
you, ns before, is neither to affect your 
religion or politics. If yon arc willing 
to take it, repeat your name and say af- 
ter me : 

I, John Smith, of my own free will 
aud accord, in presence of Almighty God, 
and this Lodge of Most Excellent Mas- 
ter Masons, do hereby and hereon, most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, in addition to my former obliga- 
tions, that I will not givo the secrets of 
Most Excellent Master to any one of au 
inferior degree, nor to any person In the 
known world, except it bo to a truo and 
lawful brother of this degree, and within 
the body of a just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such ; aud not unto him 
nor thorn whom I shall hoar so to be, but 
unto him and them only whom I shall 
find so to bo, after strict trial aud due 
examination, or lawful information. 

Furthermore do I proiniso and swear, 
that I will obey all regular signs aud 
summonses handed, sent, or thrown to 
mo from a brother of this degree, or from 
tho body of a Just and lawfully consti- 
tuted Lodge of such ; provided it bo with- 
in tho length of my cable-tow. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I wiil support tho coustilutlou of 
tho General Grand lloyal Arch Chapter 
of tho United States; also, that of the 
Grand Chapter of this State, under which 
this Lodge is hold, and conform to all the 
by-laws, rules and regulations of this, or 
nuy other Lodge of which I may hereafter 
bocomo a member. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will aid and assist till poor and in- 
digent brethren of this degree, their 
widows and orphans, wheresoever dis- 
persed around the globo, as far as iu my 
power, without injuring myself or family. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that tho secrets of a brother of this do- 
groe, givon to mo in charge as such, aud 
I knowing them to bo such, shall remaiu 
as secret and Inviolable in my breast, as 
in his own, murder and treason excepted, 
aud tho samo left to my own free will 
and choice. 

Furthermore do I promise aud swear, 
that I will not wrong tills Lodge of Most 
Excellent Master Masons, nor a brother 
of this degree, to the value of anything, 
knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be 
douo by others, if in my power to pre- 
vent it. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will dispense light and knowledge 

all ignorant and uninformed brelhlvn 


deques: tue initiation*. 

at all times, as far as is in my power, 
without material injury to myself or fa- 
mily. To all which I do most solemnly 
swear, with a fixed aud steady purposo 
of mind iu mo to keep and perform tho 
same binding myself under no less pen- 
alty than to have my breast torn open, 
and iny heart and vitals taken Jroui 
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung- 
hill, if ever I violate any part of this, my 
solemn oath, or obligation, of a Most Ex- 
cellent Master Mason. So help me God, 
and keep me steadfast In the due perform- 
ance of tho same. 

Master to the candidate — Detach your 
hond9 and kiss the book six times [’Can- 
didate obeys. ] You 
will uow rise and 
receive from me tho 
sign, grip nud word 
of a Most Exocllent 
Master Mason. 

The sign Is given 
by placing your two 
bands, one on each 
breast, tho lingers 
meeting in the cen- 
tre of tho body, and 
jerking them apart 
as though you wero 
trying to tour open 

J our broaBt: it al> 
udes to tho penalty 
of tho obligation. 
Tho grip is givon by taking each othor 
by tho right hand, and clasping them so 
that each compress tho third linger of 
the other with his thumb. [If one lmud 
is largo and tho other small, they ennnot 
both give the grip at the same tune.] It 
is calle /1 the grip of nil grips, because it 
is said to cover all the preceding grips. 



Master (holding candidate by his hand 
and placing tho iusido ol bis right foot t» 
tho J.uside of candidate's right loot) whis- 
per fi iu his ear — R abom. 

Should there bo more thau one cantli- 
dale for initiation, the ceremony stops 
hero until the others are advanced thus 
vxr , and then they all receive the re- 
mainder together. 

A noise of shuffling feet is now hoard 
in the Lodge, which is purposely mad* 
by some of the members. 
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cause of all tins confusion 1 cmonies, >vhich he docs, 

J^‘ i %,- V ih? ,eI Tj S D . 0t lhiS r lh ? ** We accept and receive them, 

?*>art loi the celebration of the cope- , i-vc.-ili nt ^ 

^tone. Most Excellent ? . ^ 

Master to Senior Warden-Brother To ,„r^d tw 

Senior, assemble the brethren and form a . J, ^ * d iai and w ide. 
procession for the purpose of celebratin'' , As the 3 r begin __ 

the cope-stone. Hie next verses, 

The candidate now stands aside, while eac “. °° e *hrow* 
the brethren assemble and form a pro- u P t hl J hauds a “ d 
cession, double file, and march six times rolls his eyes up- 
round the Lodge, against tho course of —giving VC y 

sun, singing from the text-book tho first "“‘C 0 of ndmira- 
threo verses of the Most Excellent Mas- llon or astonish- 
tor’s Song, “All hail to the morning," ®ent hke that flj 

Ac. The Key-Stone Is now brought for- Ascribed (p. ->9) L M 
ward, and placed In Its proper place; that 08 having been I 

is, two pillars or columns, called Jachin **P rca,0 J "y tp® I J W 

and Boaz, each about ftvo feet high, are Q uepn of Sheba um 
sot up, and an arch placed on them, on fl:st viewing I V \ 

mado of plank, or boards, in imitation of H0,0,U0U s I cm- I |Y \ 

block work, in the centre of which is a I 1 * 0 — , nnd * ce P* \ \ 

mortice left for the reception of a key- l “S m lu «.« at , p0 ‘ 
stone ; the Moat Excellent Master takes •> 11 °“ while sing- 
tho key stone and steps up Into a chair. ,n S thew two v ™» of iho song r 
and places it Into tho arch, aud drives it Almighty Jehovah, 

down to Its place by giving it six raps Desceud now, and fill 

with his gavel. This Lodge with thy glory. 

As soon as this corcraony Is through, Our hearts with pood-will v 

all tho brethren move around as before, Preside at our meetings, 

continuing tho soug : Assist us to find 

There is no more occasion True pleasure in teaching 

For level or plum line, Good-will to maukind. 

For trowel or gavel, Thy wisdom Inspired 

For compass or square ; Tho great Institution , 

As they come to these words, all tho Thy strength shall support It 

brethren divest themselves of their jew- Till Nature expire, 

els, aprons, sashes. &c., and hang them on And when tho creation 

tho arch as they pass round. Shall fall iuto ruin, 

Our works arc completed, Its beauty shali rise 

Tho ark safely seated. Through the midst of tho fire. 

And wo shall be greeted The brothers now all join hands as in 

As workmou most rare. opening, and while in this attitude the 

The Ark, which all this time has been Ma5ter rcad » H»e first four verses of the 
carried round by four of the brethren, is sevcn,h chapter of Chronicles, as follows : 
brought forward and placed on the altar Now when Solomon had made an end 
and a l>ot of incense is placed on the ark! of P ra y ,n 8* the fir » camo down from 
Now those that are worthy, wJSf’.ff 4 c0 "’ nmcd ,h ? bumt-otro.-- 

Our toils who have sharVd ,ng * Qd the aacnfi ccs; and tho glory c { 

And proved themselves fidthVnl 1,10 Lord filIcd the houge - An(1 ,he P rlc8ttf 

ShllVmSt cou,d DOt enter into the houfi0 of tho 

Their virtue and t n ^ because the glory of the Lord had 
r.L.l ' o “f , k n led8 , filled the Lord’s house. And when nil 

HavA ntlr 7 d w!’, the children of Israel saw how tho tiro 

Il.iye our approbation— came down, aud the glory of tho Lord 

Have gained our good will. upou til0 Loase) lha - bowed themselves 

The brethren now all halt, and face in- with their faces to the ground upon tho 
ward to tho altar, and beckon the candi- pavement, and worshipped, and praised 
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the Lord, raying, For IIo is good, fhero and information as shall enable you to 
the Master, who is High Priest of the discharge with propriety the various du- 
Chapter, kneels and joins hands with the tics iucnmbent on you, and to preserve 
rest,] for his uvrey endure th for ever. nu ml lied the title now conferred upon 
They all then, repent in concert the you of a Most Excellent Master, 
words, “For Ho is good, for bis mercy This charge closes the b'.ltinrloh, and a 
mduroth for ever,” six times, each time motion is generally modi to adjourn, and 
bowing thfeir heads low towards the floor, close tho Lodge. 

The members now balance six times, as Master to the Junior dm Brother 
ia opening, rise and balance six times Junior, you will please msemble the 
more, then disengaging themselves from brethren round the altar, for the purpose 
each other, take their seats. of closing this Lodgo of Most Excellent 

Master to candidate — Brother, your ad- Masters, 
mittanco to this degree of Masonry is a The brethren immediately assemble 
proof of tho good opinion the brethren of round tho altar in a circle, and kneel on 
this Lodgo entertain of your Masonic the right knee, put their left arms over 
abilities. Let this consideration induce aud join hands, as before. While kneel* 
yon to bo careful of forfeiting, by mis- ing in this position, the Master rends tho 
conduct aud Inattention to our rules, that following vorset from tho one hundred 
ustcum which has raised you to tho rank aud thirty-fourth Psalm : 
you now possess. It Is ono of your great Behold, bless yc tho Lord, all yo ser- 

ilutieB, ns a Most Excellent Master, to rants of the Lord, which by night aland 
dispense light aud truth to tho uuinform- In the house of the Lord. Lilt up your 
cd Mason ; and I need not remind you of hands in tho sanctuary and bless tho 
tho Impossibility of complying with this Lord. Tho Lord that made heaven aud 
obligation without possessing on nccu- earth bless thee out of Zion, 
rato acquaintance with tho locturcs of The Master then closes Iho circle as in 
each degree*. If you nro not already opening, when they balanco six times, 
eomplotely conversant in all tho degrees riso ami balanco six times more, disen* 
heretofore conferred on yon, remember gagiug their hands, and giving tho Hlgns 
that au indulgence, prompted by n belief from tills degree downward", and ho 
that you will apply yourself with double then declares tho Lodgo closed, 
diligence to mnko yourself so, lias in- Tho ongravirg below shows the posl- 
ducod tho brethren to accept you. Lot tlon of the brethren as they prostrate 
it, therefore, bo your unremitting study themselves round tho altar previous t« 
to acquire such a degreo of knowledge tho delivery of tho charge. 
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A society of Royal Arch Masons is 
called a Chapter, and not a Lodge, as In 
fio previous degrees. The several de- 
grees of Mark Master, Present or Paul 
Master, and Most Excellent Master aro 

E on only under the sanction of the 
yal Arch Chapter, and a Master Ma- 
son who applies for these degrees, usually 
enters tho Chapter also, and sometimes 
the four degrees are given at occc. If ho 
takes tho lour ho is only balloted for 
once, viz., in tho Mark Master’s degree. 
It is a point of tho Royal Arch degree 
not to assist, or bo present, at tho con- 
ferring of this degree upon more or loss 
than threo candidates at or.o tlnre. If 
there aro not threo candidates present, 
one or two companions, as tho c zco rnnv 
be, volunteer to represent candidates, so 
as to mako tho roquisito number, or a 
41 team,” as it is technically styled, and 
accompany the candidate or candidates 
through all tho stages of exaltation. 

At the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, threo Most Excellent 
Masters were carried captives to Baby- 
lon, where they remained seventy years, 
and were liberated by Cyrus, King of 
Persia. They returned to Jerusalem to 
nssist in rebuilding the Temple, after 
traveling over rngged roads on foot 
They arrived at the outer veil of the Ta- 
bernacle, which was erreted near the 
ruins of tho Temple. This tabernacle 
was an oblong square, inclosed by four 
veils, or curtains, and divided Into sepa- 
rate apartments, by four cross veils, in- 
cluding the west cud veil, or entrance. 


Tho veils were parted in the centre, and 
guarded by four guards, with drawn 
swords. 

At the east end of tho Tabernacle, 
Hag gal, Joshua, and Zerubbabel usually 
sat in graud council, to examine all who 
wished to be employed in the noble and 
glorious work of rebuilding the Tempi c. 
Since that time, every Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, if properly formed, ia a 
correct representation of the Tabernacle, 
and OHr engraving shows the Interior ar- 
rangement of a Chapter of the Royal 
Arch Degree. 

There threo Mont Excellent Masters, 
on their arrival, woro introduced to tho 
Grand Council, (consisting of tho High 
Priest, King and Scribe,) and employed, 
furnished with tools, nr.d directed to com- 
mence their labors at the north-cast coi- 
ner of tho ruins of tho old Templo, and 
to clear away und remove tho rubbish, 
In order to lay tho foundation of tho new. 
The Grand Council also gave them strict 
orders to preserve whatever should fall Jn 
their way, (such as specimens of ancient 
architecture, &c.> and bring It up for 
their inspection. 

Among tho discoveries made by tho 
threo Masters was a secret vault In 
which they found treasures of great ben- 
efit to tho craft, &c. The ceremony of 
exalting companions to this dogr< o is a 
recapitulate n of tho adventures of these 
three Most Exc< Ilcnt Masters, and lienco 
it is that threo candidates are necessary 
for nn initiation. 

A Chapter of Royal Arch Masons con 
sis?* of nine officers, as follows: 

1. High Priest, or Mnstcr. 

2. King, or Senior Warden. 

3. Scribe, or Junior Warden. 

4. Captain of the Host, (as Marshal, or 
Mnstcr of Ceremonies,) or Senior Doncon. 

5. Principal Sojourner, who represents 
the Junior Deacon. 

6. Royal Arch Captain, who represents 
tho Master Overseer. 

7. Grand Master of the Third Veil, or 
Senior Overseer. 

& Grand Mnstcr of the Second Veil, c f 
Junior Overseer. 

9. Grar.d Matter of the First Veil. 

In addition to these, threo other offi 
cers are usually present, viz., a Secre- 
tary, a Treasurer and a Tyler. . 

The officers and companions of tho 
Chapter being statioued as in the en- 
graving, the High Priest proceeds to busi- 
ness as follows : 

High Priest — Companions, I am about 
to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma 
sons In this place, for the dispatch of 
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business, and will thank you for your thcr not of this degree, to retire, ho gives 
attention and assistance. If there is any one ray with the gavel, which brings up 
person present who is not a compauiou the Captain of the Host 
Royal Arch Mason, he is requested to re* High Priest — Companion Captain, the 
tire from the room. liret care of congregated Masons ? 

After waiting for any stranger, or bro- Captain (placing the palm of his right 
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hand to his forehead as if to shade his 
eyes — To see the Tabernacle duly guar- 
rded, Most Excellent. {This due-guard 
is explained hereafter.] 

High Priest — Attend to that part of your 
duty, and inform the Guard that we are 
about to opeu a Chapter of RoyaL Arch 
Masons in this place for the dispatch of 

usincss ; direct him to guard accordingly. 
. The Captain of tho Host stations the 
CJ.iard at the outside of the door, gives 
Lnn his orders, closes the door, aud makes 
an alarm of three times three, on the in- 
side, to ascertain that the Guard is on 
his post ; tho Guard answers by nine cor- 
responding raps ; the Captaiu of the Host 
then gives one, aud Guard docs the same. 
Tho Captaiu then returns to his post. 

Captain to High Priest — The Chapter 
is duly guarded, Most Excellent. 

High Priest— -How guarded f 

Captain — By a companion of this de- 
gree at the outer avenue, with a drawn 
sword in his hand. 

High Priest — His duty there? 

Captain — To observe the approach of 
all cowans and eaves droppers, and see 
that none pass or repass, but such as 
aro duly qualified. 

High Priest— Companions, we will be 
clothed. 

The Companions place the furniture of 
the Chaptor iu proper order, clothe with 
their various Jewels, robes, and badges 
of this degree, and draw aside tho veils, 
which brings the ball Into one apart- 
ment, and resume their seats. The High 
Priest thou gives two raps with the gavel, 
which brings all the officers on their feet, 
while tho following lecture is given, or 
questions asked bv the High Priest, aud 
answered by tho Captain of tho Host. 

High Priest— Compaujou Captaiu of the 
Host, are you n Royal Arch Mason ? 

Captain — I am, that 1 am. 

High Priest — How shall 1 know you to 
be a Royal Arch Masou ? 

Captain — By three times three. 

High Priest — Where was you made a 
Royal Arch Mason ? 

Captain — In a Just and legally consti- 
tuted Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
•(insisting of Most Excellent High Priest, 
Kiug and Scribe, Captain of the Host, 
Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Cap- 
tain, aud the three Grand Masters of the 
veils, assembled in a room or place, repre- 
senting the Tabernacle erected by our 
ancient brethren, near the ruins of King 
Solomon’s Temple. 

High Priest— Whore la the High Priest 
Stationed, and what are his duties? 

Captain — He is staiioned in the sanc- 


tum sanctorum. His duty, with the King 
and Scribe, is to sit in the Grand Council, 
to form plans, aud give directions to the 
workmen. 

High Priest— The King’s station and 
duty ? 

Captain — Station, at tho right hand of 
the High Priest ; duty, to aid him by lus 
advice and counsel, aud in his absence, 
to preside. 

High Priest— The Scribe's station and 
duty? 

Captain — Station, at tho left hand of 
the high priest ; doty, to assist him and 
tho King in the discharge of their duties, 
and to preside, in their absence. 

High Priest — The Captaiu of the Host's 
statiou and duty ? 

Captain— Station, at the right hand in 
front of Grand Couucil ; duty, to receive 
orders, and see them duly executed. 

High Priest — The Principal Sojourner’s 
station and duty ? 

Captain — Station, at tho left hand in 
front of Grand Council ; duty, to bring 
the bliud by a way that they know not ; to 
lead them iu paths they have not known ; 
to make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things straight. 

High Priest— The Royal Arch Cap- 
tain's statiou and duty ? 

Captain— Station, at tho inner veil, or 
entrance to the sanctum sanctorum : 
duty, to guard the same, aud sec that 
none pass but such as are duly quallfit d, 
aud have the proper pass-words, and the 
signet of truth. 

High Priest — What Is tho color of his 
bauner ? 

Captain — White, and is emblematical 
of that purity of heart, aud rectltudo of 
conduct, which is essential to obtain ad- 
mission Into the divino sanctum sancto- 
rum above. 

High Priest — The stations and duties 
of the three Grand Masters of tho veils? 

Captain — Station, at the entrance cf 
their respective veils ; duty, to guard the 
same, aud see that none pass but such as 
are duly qualified, and in possession of the 
proper pass-words and tokens. 

High Priest— What are the colors of 
their banners ? 

S tain— That of the third, scarlet; 
is emblematical of fervency aud 
zeal, and the appropriate color of the 
Royal Arch degree. It admonishes us to 
be fervent in the exercise of our devo- 
tions to God, and zealous iu our endea- 
vors to promote the happiness of men. 
Of the second, purple ; which being pro- 
duced by a due mixture of blue and scar- 
let, the former of which 1b the character- 
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istic color of the symbolic, or three firat 
degrees. It teaches us to cultivate and 
improve that spirit of harmony between 
the brethren of the symbolic degrees, and 
the companions of the sublime degrees, 
which should ever distinguish the mom- 
L irs of a society founded upon the prin- 
c pies of everlasting truth and universal 
p lilauthropy. Of the first, blue ; the 
pjculiar color of tho three ancient, or 
symbolical degrees. It is an emblem of 
universal friendship and benevolence, 
and iustruct8 us, that in the mind of a 
Mason, those virtues should be as expan- 
sive as tho blue arch of heaven itself. 

High Priest — Tho Treasurer’s station 
and duty ? 

Captain — Station, at the right hand in 
rear of the Captain of tho Host ; his duty, 
to keep a just ami regular account of all 
tho property and funds of tho Chapter, 
placed in his hands, and exhibit them to 
the Chapter, when called upon for that 
purpose. 

High Priest— Tho Secretary’s place in 
tho Chapter? 

Captain— Station, at tho left In rear of 
the Principal Sojourner; his duty, to issue 
the orders aud notifications of his supe- 
rior officers, rocord tho proceedings of 
tho Chapter proper to bo written, to re- 
ceive all moueys due tho Chapter, and 
them over to the Treasurer, 
igll Priest — Guard's place and duty ? 
Captain — His station is at the outer 
avenue of tho Chapter ; his duty to guard 
against the approach of cowans and 
oaves droppers, and suffor none to pass, 
or ropass, but such as aro duly qualified. 

High Prlost (addressing the Chapter) — 
Companions, you will assemble round 
the altar for the purpose of assisting mo 
in opening a Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. 

All the members present (cxcopt the 
throe principal officers) approach tho al- 
tar, and, forming a circle, kneel, each 
upon Ills right knee. An opening In the 
circle Is loft for the High Priest, the King, 
and the Scribe. The High Priest rises and 
r.'ads from tho Second Epistle of Paul to 
t io Thossaloniaos, chapter iiL, v. 6 to 18. 

Now wo oommaud you, brethren, iu the 
ouno of our Lord Josus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after tho 
tradition which yo received of us. For 
yourselves know how ye ought to follow 
us ; for we behaved not onrseives disor- 
derly among you ; neither did we eat any 
roan’s bread for naught; but wrought 
with labor and travail night aud day, 
that wo might not be chargeable to aiiy 


of you ; not because we have not power, 
but to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow us, &c. 

After the reading, the High Priest, tho 
King aud the Scribe approach the altar 
and take their places in the circle, kneel- 
ing with the rest, the King on the right, 
aud the Scribe on the left of tho High 
Priest. Each one now crosses his arm* 
aud gives his right hand to his left hand 
companion, and his left hand to his right 
band companion. Tills constitutes tho 
living arch under which the Graud Oin* 
nitic Royal Arch Word muHt be given, 
bat it must also bo given by three times 
three, aB hereafter explained. 

The High Priest now whispers in the 
Kiug's ear the pass-word, RauONI. 

The King whispers it to the companion 
on hi* right, and he to the next one, and 
so on until it comes round to the Scribe, 
who whisper* it to the High Priest. 

High Priest— Tho word is right 

The companions now all balauco three 
times three with their arms j that is, they 
raise their arms aud let them full upon 
tholr knees three times in concert, after 
a short pauso threo times more, and af- 
ter another pause, three times more. 
They then riso and give all the signs 
from tho Entered Apprentice up to this 
degree, after which they join In squads of 
three for giving the Grand Omnific Royal 
Arch Word, as follows : Each one take* 
hold with his right hand of tho right 
wrist of his companion on the left, and 
with his left hand takes hold of the left 
wri*t of his companion ou the right 



Each one then places his right foot for- 
ward with the hollow In front so that tho 
toe touches tbo heel of his companion on 
tho right. This is called “ three time* 
three,” that is, three right feot forming a 
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Vdargle, three left hands forming a tri- 
angle, and three right hands forming a 
triangle. In this position each repeats 
the following : 

As we three did agree, 

In peace, love, and unity, 

The Sacred Word to keep, 

So we three do agree 
In peace, love, and nnity,. 

The Sacred Word to search ; 

Until we three. 

Or three such as we, shall agree 
To dose this Koyai Arch. 

They then balance three times three, 
bringing the right hand with some vio- 
lence down upon the left. The right 
hands arc then raised above their heads, 
and the word, Jah-buhluu Je-ho-vah, 
G-o-d, are given at low breath, each com- 
panion pronouncing the syllables or let- 
ters alternatoly, as follows : 

Jah buh lun. 

Jah buh 

lun 

Jah 

buh lun. 

Je ho vah. 

Je ho. 

vah 

Jo . 

ho vah. 

G o d. 

O o 

o d. 

After the word is thus given, the High 
Priest inquires If the word is right t 

Each squad replies that It is right. 

The oiheurs and companions resume 
their seats. The High Priest raps three 
times with his gavel, the King repeats it, 
as also the Scribe ; this Is dono three 
times. 

High Priest (rising)— I now declare this 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons opened 
In due and undent form : and I hereby 
forbid all improper conduct whereby the 
muice and harmony of this Chapter may 
be disturbed, under no less penalties than 
the by-laws, or a majority of the Chapter 
may see lit to indict. 

High Priest to Captain of the Host— 
Companion Captain, please to inform the 
Gu. d that tbo Chapter is open. 

T. e Captain proceeds on this duty, 
while the Secretary reads the minutes of 
the last meeting. Should there bo any 
candidates to ballot for, this is the first 
business In order. If one or more candi- 
dates aro waiting without, the Principal 
Sojourner goes to the preparation room 
to' get them ready. If there are not 


three of them, a companion or compan- 
ions volunteer to make the trio, as not 
less than three can perform the ceremo- 
nies. The three take off Iheir coats, 
when the Principal Sojourner tics ban- 
dages over their eyes, and taking a long 
rope, coils it seven times round the body 
of each, leaving about three feet slock, 
between. He then proceeds with them, 
to the door of the Chapter and give*, 
seven distinct knocks. 

Captain (rising) — There is an alarm at 
the door, Mast Excellent. 

High Priest — Attend to the cause of it, 
and see who comes there. 

The Captain of the Host goes to the 
door and raps on it nino times. The 
Principal Sojourner, outside, answers this 
by three times three, and then gives one 
rap, which the Captain answers by one, 
and then partly opens the door. 

CaptaiD — Who comes there T 

Principal Sojourner — Thrco worthy 
brothers, who have been initiated, pass- 
ed. and raised to the sublime degree of 
Master Masons, advanced to the honor- 
ary degree of Mark Master, presided ns 
Master in the choir, nud, at the corople. 
tion and dedication of the Temple, wore 
received and acknowledged Most Excel- 
lent Masters ; oud now wish for further 
light in Masonry, by being exalted to the 
august sublime degree of tho Holy Royal 
Arch. 

Captain to candidates — Is it of your 
own free will and accord you make this 
request t 

First Candidate— It is. 

Captain to Principal Sojourner — Are 
thev duly and truly prepared ? 

Principal Sojourner— They are. 

Captain — Have they made suitable pro- 
ficiency in the preceding degrees? 

Principal Sojourner — They have. 

Captalu — By what further right, or 
benefit, do they expect to gnln admission 
to this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons? 

Principal Sojourner — By tho benefit of 
a pass. 

Captalu— Have they that paB8 ? 

Principal Sojourner — They havo it not^ 
hot I have it for them. 

Captain— Advance, and give It. 

Principal Sojourner whispers in his esi 
the word Kabonl 

Captain — The word is right; you will 
wait a time, until the Most Excellent 
High Priest be informed of their request, 
and bis answer returned 

The Captain of the Host closes the 
door, and returns to his place in tbe 
; Chapter, gives tho alarm, which is an- 
• svrered by the High Priest, who a*ks the 
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lame questions, and receives the eamo 
answers from the Captain of the Host, as 
were asked and given at the door. 

High Priest — Since this is the case, you 
will let them enter this Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, and be received under a 
giving Arch. 

. . The Captain of the Host goes to the 
door, opens it and says — It Is our Most 
Excellent High Priest's order, that the 
'candidates enter this Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, and be received under a 
Living Arch. 

Principal Sojourner (leading the candi- 
dates by the rope) — Companions, yon will 
follow mo. [Leads them in.j I will bring 
•the blind by u way they know not ; I will 
load them in paths they have not known ; 
1 will make darkness light before them, 
and crooked tbiugs straight These things 
will I do unto thorn, and will not forsake 
them. Stoop low, brethrou : ho.that hura- 
bluth himself, shall be exalted. 

Meantime tho brothreu, or companions 
of the Chaptor, form two lines facing each 
other, from tho door to tho centre of the 
room, and each oue takes hold and locks 
his lingers with thoso of his opposite com- 
panion As tho candidates pass under 
this Living Arch, each couple plnco their 
knuckles upon tho necks anil backs of 
tho candidates, kneading thorn pretty 
hard sometimes, and prostrating them on 
tho 'floor. Thus they have a good deal 
of difficulty in forcing their way through. 
When they do get through they are Aral 
conductod round tho Chapter, aud then 
to tho altar, where they must kneel to 
receive the obligation. 

Principal Sojourner to tho candidates — 
Brethren, as you advance in Masonry, 
vour obligation becomes more binding. 
You are now kueoliugat the altar for tho 
seventh time ; and about to take a so- 
lemn oath, or obligation, which, liko your 
former obligations, is not to interfere with 
tho duty you owe to your country, or 
Maker. If you are willing to proceed, 
you will repeat your Christian and sur- 
names, aiul say after me : 

I, John Smith, of my own free will 
ami accord, in presence of Almighty God, 
a:id this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons! 
erected to God, and dedicated to Zcrub^ 
label, do horeby and hereon, most so- 
lemnly and sincerely promise and sweur, 
in addition to my former obligations, that 
I will not reveal tho secrets of this de- 
gree to any of an inferior degree, nor to 
any being in the known world, except it 
bo to a true and lawful companion Royal 
Arch Mason, or within the body of a just 
cu>d legally constituted Chapter of such ; 


and never unto him, or them, whop, t 
shall hear bo to be, but him and them 
only whom I shall find so to be, after 
strict trial and due examination, or law- 
ful information given. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not wrong this Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, or a companion of this de- 
gree, out of the value of anything, my- 
self, nor suffer it to be done by others, if 
la my power to prevent it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not reveal the key to the ineffable 
characters of this degree, nor retain It in 
ray possession, but will destroy it when- 
ever It comes to my sight 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not speak the Graud Omnitic Royal 
Arch word, which I shall hereafter re- 
ceive, in any manner, except in that in 
which I shall n-celvo It. which will be in 
tho pretence of three companions Royal 
Arch Masons, myself making one of ti e 
number; and then by tlirco times throe, 
under a liviug arch, and at low breath. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not be at the exaltation of candi- 
dates in a clandestine Chapter, nor con- 
verse upon the secrets of tills degree 
with a clandestine made Mason, or with 
one who has been expelled or suspended, 
while under that sentence. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not assist, or bo present at the ex- 
altation of a candidate to this degree, 
who lias not received tiie degrees of En- 
tered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Maslor 
Mason, Mark Master, Past Matter, aud 
Moat Excellent Mastor. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not bo at tho exaltation of more nor 
less than three candidates, at one and the 
same time. 

I furthermore promlso and swoar, that 
I will not bo at the forming or opvulug of 
a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, unless 
tbore bo present n’uo Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, myself making one of that number. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, that 
I will not speak evil of a companion 
Royal Arch Mason, behind his back, nor 
before his face, but will apprise him of 
all approachiug danger, if in my power. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will support tho Constitution of tho 
General Grand Royal Arch Chapter cf 
the United SLates of America ; together 
with that of the Grand Chapter of this 
State, under which this Chapter ia holilen ; 
that I will stand to, ar.d abide by all the 
by-laws, rnlcs, and regulations of this 
Chapter, or of any other Chapter of which 
1 may hereafter become a member. 
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I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will answer and obey all due Bigits and 
summonses, handed, sent, or thrown to 
mo from a Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, or from a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, if within the length of xny cable- 
tow. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
3 will not strike a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, bo as to draw his blood, in anger. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, that 
1 will omploy a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, in preference to any other person 
of equal qualifications. 

I furthermoro promise and swear, that 
I will assist a companion Royal Arch 
Mason when I sco him engaged in auy 
difficulty, and will espouse his cause so 
fur ns to extricate him from the same, 
whether he be right or wrong. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, that 
1 will keep all the secrets of a companion 
Royal Arch Mason (when communicated 
to me ns such, or I knowing them to be 
Bitch,) without exceptions. 

1 furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will be aiding nod assisting all poor aud 
indigent companions Royal Arch Masons, 
their widows Aud orphans, wheresoever 
dispersed around the globe ; they making 
application to me as such, aud 1 finding 
them worthy, and can do it without any 
material injury to myself or family. 

• To oil which I do most solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, with a firm and 
Steadfast resolution to keep and perform 
the same, without auy equivocation, men- 
tal ruservation, or self-evasion of mind in 
me whatever ; binding myself tinder no 
loss penalty, than to have my skull smoto 
otf, and my brains exposed to the scorch- 
ing rays of the meridian snn, should I 
knowingly or wilfully violate or trails- 
gross auy part of this my solemn oath or 
obligation of a Royal Arch Mason. So 
help mo God, and keep me steadfast in 
the duo performance of the same. 

I’riucipal Sojourner— Kiss the book 
Seven times. 

The candidate kisses the book as di- 
rected. 

Principal Sojourner — Companions, you 
will arise aud follow mo. For although 
you are obligated Royal Arch Masons, 
yet. as the secrets of this degree are of 
infinitely more importance than any that 
irecedo it. it Is necessary that you should 
Vavel through rough aua ruggod wavs, 
*:icl pass through many trials; in testi- 
mony of your fidelity to the Order, be- 
fore you can be instructed in the more 
fcnoortaat secrets of this degroe. 

1 ’lu. candidate* arc condnoted ©ace 


1 around the Chapter, and then again dl- 
: reeled to kneel, while the Principal So- 
journer reads the following prayer : 

Supreme aud ioBcrutible Architect of 
universal Nature, who, by thine Almighty 
word, didst speak into being the stupen- 
dous arch of heaven, and for the Instruc- 
tion and pleasure of thy rational crea- 
tures, didst adorn us with greater ai d 
lesser lights, thereby magnifying thy 
power, and endearing thy goodness unto 
the sous of men, wo humbly adore and 
worship thine unspeakable perfection. 
We bless thee, that, when man had fallen 
from his innocence aud his happluens, 
thou didst leave him the powers of rea- 
soning. aud capacity of improvement and 
pleasure. Wo tbauk thee, that, amidst 
the pains and calamities of our present 
state, so many means of refreshment and 
satisfaction are reserved to us, while tra- 
veling the rugged path of lifo ; especial- 
ly would we, nt this time, render tliee 
onr thanksgiving aud praise for she Insti- 
tution, as members of w hich wo are, at 
this time, assembled, and for all the plea- 
sures we have derived from it. Wo 
thank thee, that the few here assembled 
before thee, havo been favored with new 
inducements, and been laid under new 
and stronger obligations of virtue and 
holiness. May these obligation*, O bless- 
ed Father ! havo their full effect upon us. 
Teach us, we pray thee, the true reve- 
rence of thy great, mighty, and terrible 
name. Inspire us with a firm and Un- 
shaken resolution iu our virtuous pur- 
suits. Give us grace diligently to search 
thy word in the book of nature, wherein 
the duties of our high voentiou aro incul- 
cated with divine authority. May tho so- 
lemnity of the ceremonies of our Institu- 
tion be duly impressed on our minds, and 
have a happy aud lasting effect on our 
lives I O, thou, who didst aforetime ap- 
pear unto thy servant Moses in a flame of 
tire out of the midst of a bush, enkindle, 
we beseech thee, in each of our hearts, a 
flame of devotion to thee, of love to 
each other, aud of charity to all man- 
kind! May all thy miracles and mighty 
works fill us with thy dread, aud tl 'f 
gpodness impress us with a love of \\ f 
holy name! May Holiness to the Loid 
be engraven upon all our thoughts, 
w ords, and actions I May the incense of 
piety ascend continually uuto thee, from 
the altar of our hearts, and burn day and 
night, hb a sacrifice of a sweet smelling 
savor, well pleasing unto thee! And 
siuce Bin baa destroyed within us the 
first temple of purity and innocence, may 
thy heavenly grace guide and assist as la 
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rebuilding a second temple of reforma- 
tion, and may the glory of this latter 
home be greater than the glory of the 
former I Amen, so mote it be. 

Principal Sojourner — Companions, arise 
and follow me. 

He now coadncts them once around the 
Chapter, during which time he reads from 
the text-book the first six verses of the 
third chapter of Exodus : 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his 
father iu law, the priest of Midian ; and 
ho led tho flock to the back side of the 
desert, and came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb. And the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire 
out of tho midst of a bush ; and ho look- 
ed, and behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and tho bush was not consumed, Sec. 

The reading of these verses is so timed 
that just when they are finished tho can- 
didates havo arrived in front of a repre- 
sentation of tho burning bush, placed In 
a corner of tho Chapter : when the Prin- 
cipal Sojourner directs them to halt, aud 
slips up the bandages from their eyes. 

One of tho members now personates 
tho Deity, behind tho bush, and calls out 
Moses I Moses I 

Principal Sojourner (answering for 
candidates) — Hero I am. 

Companion behind tho bush — Draw not 
nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for tho place whereon thou stnndcst 
Is holy ground. I am tho God of thy fa- 
thers, tho God of Abraham, tho God of 
Isiutc, and tho God of Jacob. 

Principal Sojourner directs the candi- 
dates to kneel, and ho covers their faces 
ngatu, and then says — Aud Moses hid his 
faco, for ho was afraid to look upon God. 

Principal Sojourner to candidates — 
Arise, and follow me. 

He then leads them three times around 
tho Chapter, during which time he reads 
from the text book Chronicles, chapter 
xxvi., verses II to 20 : 

Zodekiah was oue-and-twentv years old 
when ho begau to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. And be did 
that which was evil in the sight of tho 
Lord liis God, and humbled not himself 
before Jeremiah tho prophet, »;>eakm ' 
from tlm mouth of the Lord. Ami he 
also rebelled against King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and HtitFeucd his neck, and bardcued 
his heart from turning unto the Lord God 
of Israel. XIoreover, all tho chief of the 
priests and tho people transgressed very 
much, alter ail the abominations of the 
heathen, and polluted the house of the 
Lord, which ho had hallowed in Jerusa- 
lem. And the Lord God of their fathers 


sent to them by his messengers, because 
he hod compassion on his people, aud on 
his dwelling place. But they mocked 
tho messengers or' God, and despised his 
word, and misused his prophots, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose aguicst. his peo- 
ple. till there w as no remedy. Therefore 
he brought upon them tho King of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men with 
the sword, in the house of their sanctu- 
ary, aud had no compassion upon young 
men or maidens, old men, or him that 
stooped for age ; ho gavo them all Into 
his hand. And all the vessels of the house 
of God. great aud small, aud tho treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and the trea- 
sures of the king, aud his princes ; all 
these ho bronght to Babylon. And they 
burnt the house of God, aud brake down 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burut all the 
palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed 
all the goodly vessels thereof. And them 
that had escaped from the sword carried 
lie away to Babylon; where they were 
servants to him and his sous, until tho 
reign of the kingdom of Persia. 

When the Principal Sojourner arrives 
at that pait of the above rending which 
alludes to the Chaldees killing the young 
men with iho sword, the companions of 
tho Chapter begin to inako all sorts of 
queer and unearthly noises, such ns roll- 
ing cannon bails on the floor, clashiug old 
swords, discharging pistols, shouting, 
groaning, whistling, stamping, throwing 
down benches, Ac. This noiso continues 
during tho romaindor of the reading, the 
object being to represent the siege and 
destruction of Jerusalem. During this 
confusion tho three candidates ore slezod, 
thrown upon tho floor, bound hand and 
foot and carried bodily Into the prepara- 
tion room, when tho door Is closed. 

Id. a few minutes the compaulons bo- 
giu to shout, ** Hurrah for the captives l M 
repeating it several times. 

Captain of the Host goes and opens the 
door and says — Come forth J you are at 
liberty to return t for Cyrus has issued 
his proclamation to build a second Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. 

Principal Sojourner (who is with th 
candidates) — Will you read the proelo. 
mation f 

Captain of tlio Host reads tho firs 
time verses of the first chapter of Ezra, 
as follows: 

Now in the first year of Cyrus, King of 
Persia, the Lord stirred up the spiri; of 
Cyrus, King of Persia, that he made a pro- 
clamation throughout ail his ktugdoin. 
and put it also iu writing, saying : Thus 
saith Cyrus, King of Persia, the Lord 
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God of Heaven hath given me all the 
kiugdomB of the earth, and he hath 
charged rae to build him an house at Je- 
rusalem, which is in Judah. Who is 
there among you of all his people ? His 
God be with him, and let him go np to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the Lord God of Israel, 
which Is hi Jerusalem. 

Captain of the Host— What say you to 
fie proclamation ? are you willing to go 
up to Jerusalem f 

Principal Sojourner (consulting candi- 
dates) — Yea, we aro willing to go, but we 
have no pass-word whereby to make our- 
solves known to the brethren when we 
get there. What shall we say to them ? 

Captain of the Host reads verses 13 
and 14 of the third chapter of Exodus : 

And Moses said unto God, Behold I 
when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and ahall say unto them. The God of 
your fathers hath sent me unto you, and 
they alia 11 aay to me, What is his name? 
what ahall I aay to them ? And God said 
unto Moses, I AM THAT I am : And thus 
thou shalt say unto the children of Israel, 
1 am hath sent me unto you. 

Wo were directed to me the words, "I 
am THAT I am,” ag a pass word. 

• t t ci « _ __ . . 


Companions, you will follow mo : our 
pass word is, I am that I am. 

Aa N thoy ontcr the Chapter, they again 
pass under the Living Arch. 

Principal Sojourner— Stoop low. bre- 
thren. He that humbleth himself shall 
bo exalted. 

On one side of the hall or Chapter, the 
Living Arch is formed, as before de- 
scribed ; on the other side is what la call- 
id the rugged road. This Is generally 
made of blocks and logs of wood, old 
chairs, benches, &c. 

The companions who form the Living 
Arch proas harder on the candidates each 
time they go through, and they now go 
through three times. While passing 
through, the Principal Soiourner says: 

Principal Sojourner — This ia the* way 
mauy great and good men have traveled 
before you ; never deeming it derogatory 
1 ) their dignity to level themselves with 
y.ie fraternity. I have often traveled this 
road from Babylon to Jerusalem, and 
generally find it rough aud rugged. How- 
ever, I think I never saw it much smooth- 
er than it is at the present time. 

The candidates after passing the Living 
Arch, stumble over the rugged road, and 
arrive again at the entrance of the arch. 

Principal Sojourner — Companions, here 
la a very difficult and dangerous place 


ahead, which lays directly in our way. 
Before we attempt to pass it, we must 
kneel down and pray. [Reads Psalm cxll.j 
Lord, 1 cry nuto thee , make haste un- 
to me ; give ear unto my voice. Let my 
prayer l>e set forth before thee as incense: 
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and the lifting up of my hands as the even- 
ing sacrifice. Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth ; keep the door ox my lips. 
Incline not my heart to any evil thmg, to 
practice wicked works with raeu that 
work iniquity. Let the righteous smite 
me ; it shall be a kindness : and let him 
reprove me ; it shall be an excellent oiL 
Mine eyes are unto thee, O God, the 
Lord : la thee is my trust ; leave not my 
soul destitute. Keep me from the snare 
which they have laid bofore me, and the 
gins of the workers of iniquity. Let tho 
wicked fall into their own nets, whilst 
that I withal escape. 

The candidates rise and again pass un- 
<ler tho Living Arch and over the rugged 
road. They then kneel again. 

Principal Sojourner — Let us pray. 
[Roads from text-book Psalm cxlii.] 

I cried uuto tho Lord with my voice ; 
with my voice uuto tho Lord did I make 
my supplication, &c. 

They then pass round the third time as 
before, when tho candidates again kneel. 

Principal Sojourner reads Psalm cxlill. 
from tho tuxt-book : 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give car to 
my suppllcatious; in thy faithfulness an- 
swer mo, and in thy righteousuess, & c. 

Principal Sqjournor — Wu have now ar- 
rived in sight of tho ruins of tho old Tem- 
ple, near tho outor veil of the Tabernacle. 

Tho companions now put up the veils 
throughout the hall, as seen in the engra- 
ving, and tho officers (except the Princi- 
pal Sojourner) tako tholr scats. 

Principal Sojourner makes an alarm by 
stamping nluo times on the floor, which 
brings out tho Master from the First Veil. 

Master of First Veil — Who comes there? 
Who dares approach this outer Veil of 
<*ur sacrod Tabernacle ? Who are you ? 

Principal Sojourner — Throo weary tra- 
velers from Babylon. 

Master of First Veil— What aro your 
Intentions ? 

Principal Sojourner— Wc have come to 
assist in tho noble and glorious work of 
rebuilding the house of tho Lord, without 
tlie hope of fee or reward. 

Master of First Veil— How do you cx- 
1'ct to enter here? 

Principal Sojourner— By a pass-word 
that \v« received in Babylon. 

Master of First Veil— Give it to mo. 
Principal Sojourner— I AM THAT I am. 
Master of First Veil— Tho pass is right. 
You have my permission to cuter. 

Tho candidates now enter the First 
Veil, when the baudages are removed 
from their eyes. 

Master of First Veil— You suroly could 
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not have come thus far unless you were 
three Most Excellent Masters ; but fur- 
ther you cauuot go without my words, 
sign, aud word of exhortation. My words 
are. Shew. Iiam. aud Japhet; my sign is 
this, [holding out a caue,] in imitation ot 
one given by God to .Moses, when ho 
commanded him to cast bis rod upon the 
ground thus, [casting down the cane,] 
aud it becamo a serpent ; but putting 
forth his hand, and taking it up by the 
tail, it became a rod in his hand as bo 



fore. My word of exhortation Is ox- 
plnnntory of this sign, and is to ho found 
m tho writings of Moses, viz. : tho first 
verses of the fourth chapter of Exodus : 

Aud the Lord said unto Moses. What is 
that iu thy hand ? And he said, A rod. 
And the Lord said, Cast it on the ground, 
and ho cast it. ami it bocamo a serpen* , 
and Moses fled from before it. Ac. 

Principal Sojourner— Companions, wo 
have passed tho first guard, ami will 
nuke an alarm at tho Second Veil. 
(Stamps on the floor, ns before ] 

Master of Second Voll— Who enm-s 
there ? Who dares approach this Second 
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle ? 

Principal Sojourner — Three weary so- 
Jouruers from Babylon, who have cmno 
to assist in rebuilding the house of tho 
Lord, without the hope of fee or reward. 

Master of Second Veil— How do you 
expect to cuter tho Second Veil ? 

Principal Sojourner— By tin* words, 
sign, and word of exhortation of the Mas 
ter of the First Veil. 

Master of Second Veil— Give them. 

Principal Sojourner— Shorn, Ham and 
Japhet. (Gives the sign by casting down 
a cane and taking it up by the end, as be- 
fore explained ] 

. Mas»«tr of Se cond Veil— They are light. 
You have my permission to enter ino Se- 
coud Veil 

Tho candidates, led by the Principal 
Sojourner, pass in. 

Master of Second Veil— Three Most 
Excellent Masters you must have been, 
or thus far you could not have come; 
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ward. from a turn! 

.Master of Third Veil— How do you ex- for the sign, 
pcot to outer ? 

Principal Sojournor— By tho word*, 
ftigu, and word of exhortation of the Mu- 
ter of tho Second Veil 
Master of Third Veil— Give them. 

Principal Sojourner — Shew. Japhet and 
Adoniram. [Thrusts his hand into his bo- 
soui as Master of Second Veil had done ] 

Master of Third Veil— They aro right. 

You can enter the Third VeiL 
Tho candidates enter. 

Master of Third Veil to candidates — 

Three Most Excellent Masters you must 
have been, or thus far you could not have 
come. But you cannot go further with- 
out my words, sign, and word of exhorta- 
tion. My words arc Haggai. Joshua aud 
Zcrubbabel. My sigu is this : [Holds out 
a tumbler of wator and pours out a little Royal A r« 
on the floor.] It is in imitation of one i You have i 
given by God to Moses, when he coin- i Fourth Veil. 

.lit** t mm . ■ — — mm 


uiandcd him to pour water upon the dry The Veils aro now drawn aside, aDd 
land, and it became blood. My word of; the candidates enter nniidst a dazzling 
exhortation is explanatory of this sign, j light, and behold the High Triest, Kirg 
and is found in the writings of Moses, and Scribe sitting in Grand Council. The 
V*z. : the fourth chapter of Exodus : | light is usually made by igniting gum 

A-id it shall coiao to pass, if they will j camphor in aa uru Uiion tho altar. 
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Royal Arch Captain— Three Most Ex- Temple, were acknowledged as Most Es- 
culent Masters you must have been, or ccllent Masters. We were present at its 
tUus far you could not have corao. I destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, and by 
wil present you to the Grand Council, him were earned away captives to Baby* 
[Stamps his foot uino times.] Ion ; where we remained servants to him 

High Priest— Who comes here ? and his successors, until the reign of Cy- 

Principal Sojourner— Three weary so- rus, King of Persia, by whose proclaim*. 
Journora from Babylou, who have come tiou wo were liberated, and have come 
up thus far to aid and assist in rebuilding up thur far to aid and assist in the noble 
the house of the Lord, without the hope aud glorious work of rebuilding the house 
of f*o or reward. of the Lord, without the hope of fee or 

High Priost — Have you the siguet of reward. 

Zorubbabel ? High Priest — Let the captives be un- 

Prlnclpal Sojourner — Wo have. (Pre- bound, and brought to light Companion 
floats the signet givoa him by Master of King, I think we had better employ these 
Third VoIl.J sojourners. They look like good' hardy 

High Priest takes it, and reads from the raeu : just such meu as we want about 
second chapter of Haggai : the building. What say you ? 

In that day will I take thee, O Zerub- King— It is my opiulon, Most Excel- 
babel, my servant, the son of Shealtlel, lent, they are very expert workmen. I 
saith the Lord, aud will make theo a sig- wish they might be examined, 
not : for 1 have chosen thee. High Priest — What is your opinion. 

High Priost to King (showiug him the companion 8crlbe ? 
signet) —Companion, are you satisfied Scribe— If they can satisfy us they are 

that this is the signet of Zorubbabel? Free Masons, I shall be in favor of cm- 
Klug(taklng the signet, and scrutiuizlug ploying them immediately, 
it)— I ant satisfied, Most Excellent, that High Priest — You say you are Entorod 
it is. Apprentice Masons? Satisfy the Grand 

High Priest (showing siguet to Scribe) Couucil. 

—Companion Scribe, thluk you this is The three caudidatos give tho signs of 
the true signet of Zorubbabel? Entered Apprentice, as on page 7. 

Scribe booking shrewdly at it)— I am High Priest to King and Scribe— Com- 
satisfied that it is, Most Excellent. pauione, are you satisfied? 

* High Priost (drawing signet across his The King bows gracefully, and the 
forehead in imitation of tho ponalty, or Scribe auswera— Wo are satisfied, Moat 
due-guard)— Siguet of Truth, and Hell- Excellent. 

noss to tho Lord ! High Priest to candidates— 1 Tho Grand 

The King and tho Scribe each in turn Couneil arc satisfied that you ore Enter- 

I mts his hand to Ilia forehead, repeating— ed Apprentice Masons. Have you been 
lolinoss to tho Lord. advauced to the Fellow Craft’s degree ? 

High Priost to candidates — It Is tho Candidates give the Follow Craft sigiw 
opinion of the Grand Council, that you as on page 2 2, when tho High Priest asks 
have presented the true signut of Zerub- his companions of the Grand Council if 
babel. But owing to difficulties having they are satisfied, as before, and then in- 
arison from the introduction of strangers forms tho candidates that the Grand 
among tho workmen, none are allowed Council approves them as true Follow 
to undertake in tho noble and glorious Crafts, &c. 

work, but tho true descendants of the The samo questions and answers aro 
twelve tribes. It is necessary you should giveu iu like mauuor as to each degree up 
bo very particular in tracing your geue- to, and including that of Most Excellent 
alogy. Who are you, and what an? your Master, and tho candidates give ail tho. 
intentions ? signs of those degrees to the Grand Coun- 

Principal Soioumer — We aro your own cil in detail. t 

kindred, tho descendants of those noble High Priest (after consultation with th 
families of Giblemites, who wrought so King and Scribe) — Companions, wo a-* 
hard at tho building of the first Teraplo. satisfied that you are throe worthy Mobt 
Wo have boon regularly initiated as En- Excellent Masters. As such, we will 
tered Apprentice Masons, passed to the employ you on the Temple. What part 
degree of Fellow Craft, raised to the sub- of the’ work will you undertake ? 
lima degree of Master Mason, advanced Principal Sojourner— W«* will take any 
to tho honorary degree of Mark Master, service, however servile or dangeious, 
presided as Master iu tho chair, and at for the sake of forwarding so great and 
the completion and dedication of the noble an undertaking. 
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High Priest to Royal Arch Captain— Companion King, this Is a very valuable 
You will famish them with the working discovery indeed. It must be a key 
tools, and direct them to repair to the stone of a Mark Master Mason, 
north-east corner of the ruins of the old King — I think that is the Btouo wrought 

Temple, with orders to remove the rub- by our Grand Master, Hiram Abitf. 
bish, preparatory to laying tho founda- High Priest — What think you of it, 
tiou of the new Temple. Advise them Companion Scribe ? 

t > carefully preserve everything of Ber- Scribe— It Is undoubtedly the stone 
* ice to the craft that falls 'in their way, wrought by our Grand Master, Hiram 
Aiid briug It to the Grand Council. Abiff. 

Tho candidates are presented, one with High Priest (drawing kev -stone across 
a pick ax, oue with a crow, and the other his forehead, and giving the sign)— -Tho 
with a shovel, which are generally made Key-stone of a Mark Master I Holiness 
of wood, and kept for the purpose in the to the Lord. 

Lodge or Chaptor. King and Scribe do and say the same. 

Priuclpal Sojourner to the candidates— High Priest to candidates— This is a 
Follow mo. very valuable discovery indeed. No doubt 

Each candidate shoulders his working it will lead to some important treasure, of 
tool and follows the Principal Sojourner, inestimable value to the craft. Are you 
going single filo to a comer of the room willing to pursue your labors, and en- 
whevo a quantity of blocks, or bricks are deavor to penetrate this secret vault ? 
scattered around. These they stir up a Principal Sojourner, (alter consulting 
little, when they come to a ring iu a trap candidates) — Wo are, even to the risk of 
door, which they pull np and find It our lives. 

shaped like a key stone of an arch. Each High Priest— Go : and may tho God of 
one examines it, and then looks down the your fathers be with you. Preserve ov 
trap, when tho Principal Sojourner sug- cry thing that falls in your way. 
gents that it be at once taken up to the The Principal Sojourner returns with 
Grand Council. lie then leads tho can- the candidates to tho place whero they 
didates back. lifted the trap, and they there consult to- 

High Priest— Companion King, have gether as to who shall descend Into tho 
you further business to lay before this vault Oue of the candidates agreeing 
Grand Council ? * to go, they put a rope seven times around 

King— I have nothing. Most Exccllont his body, leaving two long ends. 

High Priest to Scribe— Have you any- Principal Sojonrucr to candidate who 
thing, worthy companion? is about to descend— Companion, it is no- 

Scribe— I know of nothing, Most Ex- cessary you should take a little preenu- 
cellent. ‘ion- Should you wish to descend still 

High Priest— I know of nothing, un- lower, pull tho rope in your left lmnd : if 
less the workmen from the ruins have you wish to ascend, pull that in your 
articles for Inspection. The workmen right hand. 

will pleaso come forward and givo an Two companions take hold of each 
account of thoir labors. eud of tho rope, letting tho candidate 

Priuclpal Sojourner — Most Excellent, down eight or ten feet, to another trap- 
In pursuanco of orders of this Grand door, where he finds three small trying 
Council, wo repaired to the ruins and squares; and giving the signal of an 
commenced our labors. After laboring cending, is draw n up. 
several days, we discovered what seem- Each candidate taking a square, they 
ed a rock, but on striking it with a crow, repair to tho Grand Council. As they 
it gave a hollow sound, and upon closer present themselves, the High PrloBt rends 
examination, wo discovered in it an iron tho following passage lrom the fourth 
ring, by help of which we succeeded in chapter of Zachariali : 
removing it from Its place, when we The hands of Zerubbabcl have laid the 
found it to be the key-stone of an arch, foundation of this house ; his hands shall 
and through the aperture there appeared also finish it : and thou shall know that 
to be an immense vault curiously arched, the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you 
Wo have brought this key stone up. that For who hath despised tho day of small 
It may bo examined by tho Grand things? for they shall rejoice, and shall 
Council. sec plummet of Zerubbabel, with 

High Priest — You will present it. those seven. 

Principal Sojourner presents the key- High Priest to the King— Companions, 
Stone, or trap. have you any further business for tho 

High Priest (looking closely at it)— Grand Council ? 
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King — I have nothing, Most Excellent, here is what we have found in it, [pre- 
High Priest to Scribe— Have you any- senting the three trying squares ] 
thing, worthy companion 1 High Priest (drawing one of the squares 

Scribe — Nothing, Most Excellent across his forehead) — The jewels of our 

I-Iigh Priest— I know of nothing, un- ancient Grand Masters, King Solomon, 
less the workmen from the ruins have Hiram. King of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff I 
something for our inspection. Holiness to the Lord. 

Principal Sojourner— We have exam* The Kiug and the Scribe each take one 
filed the secret vault, Most Excellent, and and imitate the High Priest. 
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HigV Friest to candidates— Are you 
willing to continue your labors and still 
further penetrate this secret vault ? 

Principal Sojourner — We are, oven to 
the risk of our lives. 

High Priest— Go, and may the God of 
^our fathers be with you ; and remember 
n v Jiat your labor* shall not go unrewarded. 
*• The Principal Sojourner leads the can- 
didates back as before, and winds the 
opo round one of them, who is let down 
the trap, still further down than before, 
where he finds the Ark, when he gives 
the signal and is drawn up. 

The party immediately returns to the 
Grand Council, two of them carrying the 
Ark, where they present themselves In 
the same manner as before, and the High 
Priest directs them to come forward and 
give an account of their labors. 

Principal Sojourner — Most Excellent, 
In pursuance of your orders, we repair- 
ed to the secret vault, and let dowu one 
of our companions. Tho suu at this time 
was at Its meridian height, the rays of 
which enabled him to discover a small 
box, or chest, standing on a pedestal, cu- 
riously wrought, and overlaid with gold. 
On discovering it, he Involuntarily found 
his Lauds raised In this position, (giving 
due-guard, ns on page 79,] to guard his 
eyes from tho intense light aud beat re- 
flected from it The air becoming of- 
fensive, ho gave the signal for ascending, 
and was immediately drawn ont Wo 
have brought this chest up for the ex- 
amination of tho Grand Council. 

High Priest (looking with surprise at 
the Ark)— Companion King, this is the 
Ark of the Covenant of God. 

King (looking at It)— It Is undoubtedly 
tho true Ark or the Covcuout, Most Ex- 
cellent. 

Scribe (looking ttt the Ark)— That is 
also my opinion. 

High Priest (taking the Ark>— Let us 
open it, nn J . sco what valuable treasure 
it may contain. (Opens the Ark, and 
takes out a look. I 

High Priest to King- Companion, hero 
is a very ancient looking book 5 what can 
it bet Let us road in It (Reads first 
three verses of first chapter of Genesis : j 

In the beginning God created the hea- 
ven and tho earth, &c. 

After reading these verses, tho High 
Priest turns over to Deuteronomy xxxi, 
and reads from the 24th to the 26th 
Verses, as follows : 

And It cauie to pays, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of this 
Uw in a book, until they were finished, 
U-at Moses commanded the Leviies which 


bare the Ark of the Lord, saying, Takt 
this book of the law, and put it in th« 
side of the Ark of the Covenant of thl 
Lord your God, that it may be there foi 
a witness against thee. 

The High Priest then turns back t4 
Exodus xx. and reads the 21st verse, at 
follows : 

And thou slialt put the mercy seal 
above, upon tho Ark; and in tho Ark 
thou shalt put the testimony that I shall 
give thee. 

High Priest — This Is a book of tho 
law— long lost, but now found. Holiness 
to the Lord. [He repeats this again 
twice.] 

King — A book of the law — long lost, 
but now found. Holiness to the Lord I 

Scribe repeats tho same. 

High Priest to candidates — You now 
see that the world is indebted to Masonry 
for the preservation of tills sacred vol- 
ume. Had it not been for tho wisdom 
aud precaution of our ancient brethren, 
this, the only remaining copy of the law, 
would have been destroyed, at* tho de- 
struction of Jerusalem. 

High Priest (takiug a little pot out of 
the Ark)— Companion King, what cau this 
bet a pot of inaunat Wo will rend in 
the book of the law and sco what that 
says. (Reads Hebrews ix., v. 2 to 5 :] 

For there was a tabernacle made : tho 
first wherein was the candlesticks, and 
the table, and tho shew-hread, which is 
called the sanctuary : and after the se- 
cond veil, the tabernacle, which is called 
tho holiest of all ; which had the goldou 
censer, aDd tho ark of tho covenant, 
overlaid round about with gold ; w hero- 
in was the golden pot that had manna; 
and Aaron's rod, that budded, and tho 
tables of tho coveuaut; and over It tho 
chorubims of glory, overshadowing the 
mercy seat; of which we cannot now 
speak particularly. 

High Priest — A Pot of MaDna I Holi- 
ness to the Lord I 

King— A Pot of Mauna I Holiness to 
the Lord I 

Scribe repeats the same. 

High Priest — Companions, wo road in 
tho book of the law, that Ho that over- 
comcth, will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna. Come forward, companions, you 
are entitled to it. (Each one receives a 
small lump of sugar.] But how it camo 
deposited here, we cannot now particu- 
larly speak. You must go higher in Ma- 
sonry before you cau know. 

The High Priest looks again Into the 
Ark, and finds a stick with some buds 
upou it, which he shows to the King and 
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Scribe, and after a consultation, they do- 
cido that it is Aaron’s Rod, and tbo" fact 
Is thus proclaimed in the samo manner as 
the discovery of the manna. 

Looking again into the Ark, the High 
Priest takos out four pieces of paper, 
which ho examines closely, consults with 
the Kiug and Scribe, and then pats to- 
gether so as to show a key to the ineffa- 
ble characters of this degree. 
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After examining the Key, he proceeds 
to rcaa, by the aid of it, the characters 
on tho four sides of tho Ark. 

High Priest (reading first side) — Depo- 
sited iu tbo year three thousand. Second 
side — -By Solomon, King of Israel. Third 
Hide-— Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram 
Abiff. Fourth side — For the Good of 
Masonry, generally, but tho Jewish na- 
tion in particular. 

High Priest to candidates— Compan- 
ions, hero are three mysterious words, In 
a triangular form, upon tho Ark, which, 
when first found, was covered with three 
squares, the jewels of our three aucicut 
Grand Masters; aud from this circurn- 
stauco, we supposed it to bo the long lost 
Master Mason’s word ; and on applying 
tho Key to it, it proved our suspicious to 
bo correct. It is the name of Deity in 
three languages, viz. : Chaldcac, Hebrew, 
and Syriac, which Is tho long lost Master 
Mason's word, and has now become the 
Grand Omuillc Royal Arch word. This 
word was auciently written only in those 
sacred characters, aud thus preserved 
from ono generation to another. It was 
lost by the death of Hiram Abiff, was 
found again at the building of tbo Tem- 
ple, and will now bo given to you ; and 
you will remember tho manner you re- 
ceive it, and that you havo sworn never 
to give it to others except in that particu- 
lar manner. 

Tho candidates, instructed by the Prin- 
cipal Sojourner, now learn the Grand 
Omnlflc Royal Arch Word, as follows : 
Each one takos hold with his right hand 
of the right wrist of his companion on 
the left, aud with his left hand takes 
hold of the left wrist of his companion 
on the right. Each one then places liis 
right foot forward with the hollow in 
front so that the toe touches the heel of 


his companion on the right. This is 
called three times three.” that is, three 
right feet forming a triangle, three left 
hands forming a triangle, and three right 
hands forming a triangle. They balance 
in the same manner, and then, with hands 
raised, repeat the words Jah-buh-lun, Je- 
ho-vah, G-o-d, at low breath, as described 
at length ou page 68. 

The signs of this degree arc now given 
to the candidates, as follows : 

First, raise the right hand to tho fore- 
head, the hand and arm horizontal, the 
thumb towards the forehead; draw it 
briskly across the forehead, and drop it 
perpendicularly by the side. This con- 
stitutes the due-guard oz this degree, md 
refers not only to the penalty of the obli- 
gation, but alludes als t^ tuc manner in 
which the brother who descended into 
the vault, nnd found the Ark, found his 
bands Involuntarily placed to protect his 
head from the rays of the meridian uuu. 




Due-iaard. 


Grand Sign. 


The grand sign is made by locking tho 
fingers of both bands together, and car- 
rying them to the top of the head, the 
palmc upward. This alludes to the pen- 
alty of huving the scull clove off, 6z c. 

High Priest (placing crowns upon the 
heads of candidates)— Companions, you 
are now invested with all the important 
secrets of thic degree, and crowned and 
received as worthy companions Royal 
Arch Masons. 

The High Priest then reads to them 
from a book the charge in this degree, 
informing them that the degree owes its 
origin to Zerubbabol and his associates, 
who rebuilt the Temple by order of Cy- 
rus, King of Persia. He likewise in- 
forms them that the discovery of the se- 
cret vault and tho inestimable treasures, 
with the long lost word, actually tools 
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Royal Arch Mason? 7 ROYAL MASTER'S DEGREE. 

Captain of tho Host— In a lust and le- This degree can only be conferred on a 
gaily constituted Chapter of Royal Arch perfect Royal Arch Mason— one who has 
Masons, consisting of Most Excellent High no t only taken all the preceding degrees, 
Priest, king, and Scribe, Captain of the hut is well posted In them. It originated 
Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch in the following manner : 

Captain, and the three Grand Masters of At tho building of the Temple, King 
the Veils, nsscmblod in a room or place 8olomon, Hiram, King of Tyro, and 
representing the Tabernacle erected by Hiram Abiff, tho three ancient Grand 
our ancient brethren, near the ruins of Master*, resolved to reward all those 
Ki n.f Solomon's Temple. Master Masons whoso fidelity, industry 

1 he High Priest continues his qnes and skill placed them above their com- 
tlons as to tho station and duties of each panions, by communicating to them tho 
officer of the Chapter, and every parUcu- Omniflc Word. After several confUta- 
lar relative to the organization thereof, tlons as to when this word should be con- 
the initiation or advancement of candi- ferred, it was proposed by Hiram Abiff 
4ates, Arc. 1 he Captain of the Host re- that it shonld not bo given until the Tern* 
hearses, or describes tho whole precisely pi* was completed, and then only In tho 
an wo have glvon it. 1 hc*o clocing tee- presence of all threo, and by their freo 
turcH arc intended to perfect members in consent then to be expressed. This plan 
the lull understanding of each degree. was adopted, and the three Grand Man- 
Altor tho lecture tho Chapter is closed ters bound themselves by solemn oaths 
In the same manner as the opening, up to to a strict observance of it. 
tho raising of the Living Arch. The One day. soon after this agreement, 
companions join hands by throes, in the Hiram Abiff went into the sanctum sane- 
same manner. and say in concert— tormn, as was his nsnal custom at high 

As we three did agree, 12, to offer prayers, and to draw designs 

J ho Sacred Word to keej>— on the tressfe-board. As ho was return- 

As we three did agree ing, he was accosted near the entrance by 

I ho Sacred \V ord to search , Adonlram, a worthy Master, as follows : 

So wo three do agree Adonimm— Most Excellent, at wliat 

To v 080 , lhia R°yal Arch. time shall 1 receive the Omniflc Word ! 

1 hey then break, and tho High Priest Hiram Abiff— My worthy friend, it is 
reads tho following prayer : uncertain when, or whether you will ev< f 

By the wisdom of the Supremo High receive it at all ; for the Omniflc Word 
Priest may wo be directed, by bis strength caunot bo given until the Temple is com 
may we be enabled, and by the beauty pleted, and then only by the freo consent 
of virtue may we be incited, to perform of the threo Grand Masters, 
the obligations here enjoiDed upon us, to Adoniram — Supposing ono of you threo 

keep inviolable the mysteries here un- were removed hence by death, how then 
folded to us, and invariably to practice shall I expect to receive it? 
ell those duties out of tho Chapter, which Hiram Abiff (tapping tho floor threo 
lire inculcated in it. times with his foot)— When I die, they’ll 

Companions — So mote it be. Amen. bury it there. [He alluded to hie own 
High Priest— I now declare this Chap- violent death, the details of which are r» 
tor of Royal Arch Masons closed. corded in tho Master Mason’s degree.] 
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Tho Lodge, or Chapter, In this degree, 
Is organized similar to that in the Royal 
Arch, only arranged differently. The 
Ark la set in the middle of the iuuer veil, 
and the members assemble round it at 
tho opening, each one taking his com- 
panion by the wrist, us hereafter explain- 
ed, when the presiding officer reads the 
27th verse of 1 Kings vi. as follows : 

And he set the cherublms within the 
inner house, and they stretched forth the 
wings of the cherublms, so that the wiug 
of tho one touched tho one wall, and the 
wing of tho other touched the other wall, 
and their wings touched ono auother in 
the midst of the house. 

« Whon a companion is to be advanced 
to this degree, the members assemble 
round the altar, taking each other’s 
wrists in tho samo mannor as at the opeu- 
Jng. While in this position, the Grand 
Master, or presiding officer, enters and 
goes to tho altar, kneels, [meantime the 
candidate has been led in,] and reads the 
following prayer : 

Thou, O God, lenowost our downsittlng 
and uprising, and uudorstandest our 
thoughts afar off : shield and defend us 
from tho evil intentions of our enemies, 
and support us under the trials and af- 
flictions wo are dostiued to ouduro while 
traveling this vale of tears. Man that is 
born of woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He comoth forth as the 
flower, and is cut down : he fleeth also 
ns a shadow, and contlnueth not ; seeing 
his days are determined, the number of 
his months nro with Thee ; Thou hast 
appointed his bounds that ho cannot 
pass : tnrn from him, that ho may rest, 
till he shall accomplish his day ; for 
there is hope of a tree, if it bo Dot cut 
down, that it will sprout again, and that 
the tender branches thereof will not 
cons©. But man dloth and wasteth away ; 
yea, man giveth up tho ghost, Rud where 
is he ? As tho waters fail from the sea, 
and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so 
man lieth down, and riseth not up till the 
heavens shall bo no more. Yet, O Lord, 
have compassion on the children of thy 
creation; administer them comfort in time 
of trouble, and save them with an ever- 
lastiug salvation. Amen, so mote it be. 

Tho Grand Master theu rises, and 
passes out of the circle under the ex- 
tended arms of the companions. [He 
crsonates Hiram Abiff, who came in at 
igh noon to pray } As he goes out, the 
candidate accosts him thus : 

Candidate (prompted by conductor) — 
Most Excellent, at what time shall I re- 
ceive tho Omnific Word 1 
6 


i; 


Master — My worthy friend, it is uncer- 
tain when, or whether you will ever re- 
ceive it at all ; for tho Oinnific Word 
cannot be given except by the freo con- 
sent of three Grand Masters, and at a 
time only whon they togethor shall agree 
to give it. 

The Master passes to his scat, and the 
candidate approaches the altarand kneels, 
when the following promise is adminis- 
tered: 

Master — Companion, do you solemnly 
promise, on tho oath of a Royal Aren 
Mason, to keep sacred the secrets of this 
degree t 

Candidate — I do. 

The candidate Is then Instructed in tho 
grip, which is as follows : Each takes 
hold of his left wri6t with his right hand, 
and with his left hand takes hold of his 
companion’s right wrist. This forms a 
square. It is tho same as when wo see 
two children making a seat for a third 
with their hands. 



Itoynl Bin tter '■ Crip. Duo-*u»rd. 

The words are given in this manner : 
let go your own wrist, and let your left 
hand fall at ^our side, keeping hold of 
your companion’s right wrist, and placing 
your right feet together, toe to heel, so 
as to form two sides of a triangle. Look-, 
ingdown at the feet, oue sayB in a 1 <*. 
voice, “Alas, poor Hiram l The canj 
didate repeats the same words. T!«* 
sign; or due-guard, is made by placii.j 
the fore finger of the right hang upon 
the lips. It is a caution to a companion 
when yon wiBh him to keep silent 

Master to candidate (tapping the floor 
three times with his toe>— Do you know 
about this ? 

Candidate (instructed)— I know some- 
thing about It 
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Master— What do yon know about It t 

Candidate — I know something abont 
the beginning of it. [Taps three times 
with hi# toe.] 

The same questions are repeated, when 
the candidate answers that he also knows 
fjinuthlng about the ending of it. 

Master — What is the beginning? 

Candidate (instructed) — Alpha. 

Master — What is the ending? 

Candidate —Omega. 

Master — I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end. 

The Master then reads versos 12 to 14 
of the twenty-second chapter of Revela- 
tions, as follows : 

And behold 1 come quickly ; and my 
reward is \vlth me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be. I am Al- 
pha and Omega, the begiuuing aud the 
cud, tho first aud the last. Blessed are 
thoy that do his commandments, that 
they may have a right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in at the gates of the city. 

There U little formality In this degree, 
and different Lodges or Chapters give It 
In different ways. Tho above is the 
usual manner of giving it in New Y ork. 



wELECT MASTER’S DEGREE. 


At the building of tho Temple, tho 
Grand Masters entered into a solemn 
agreement that they would not coufer 
the Master's Degree until the Temple 
should bo completed, nud then only on 
snch as should have rendered themselves 
worthy, by their skill, their virtue aud 
their inflexible fldclitv tc the craft. Their 
agreement was sucL. tn*t all three must 
be present when it should be conferred, 
lest partiality for a friend might occasion 
1 le admission of an unworthy member ; 
t lev also caused their obligation to bo 
rich, that if either should be taken away 
by death prior to the finishing of the 
Temple, the Master’s degree would of 
course be lost. They also possessed a 
firm belief, that if the children of Israel 
continued uot iu the belief of tho Supreme 
Judge, to obey his commands, their ene- 
mies would be let loose against them, 
their city and Temple would be sacked, 
~*d destroyed, and themselves carried 


into captivity, and thus the knowledge of 
the arts and sciences, together with the 
patterns and valuable models, w Inch 
were contained iu the Temple, and me 
writings of Moses, would be for ever lust. 

To prevent such a catastrophe, they 
agreed to build a sc-cict vault under 
ground, leading from King Solomon's 
most retired apartment, a due west 
course, aud ending under the sanctum 
sanctorum, to be divided into nine sepa- 
rate apartments, or arches, the ninth to 
be under the sanctum sanctorum, all of 
which were to bo erected or built by 
themselves, and such companions as the $ 
should select, for tho special purpose. 
Tho Ninth Arch was to be tho place for 
bolding their Grand Council, and nho a 
deposit for a true copy of all those things 
which were contained iu the sanctum 
sanctorum above. There were selected 
to work in the other eight arches, twenty- 
thre© train Gebul, a city iu Pheuicin, w ho 
were stone squarers, who, togethir with 
Adoniram, were well skilled in tho nits 
and sciences, particularly sculpture ; their 
hours of labor werolrom nine at night to 
twelve, when they retired to rest. During 
tho erection of this score t vault, a circum- 
stance occurred w hich churactciizca lids 
degree. 

A particular friend of King Solomon, 
whoso iioino was Izabml, discovered tliut 
a secret work was going on about tho 
Temple, of which ho was not informed 
by bis friend ; aud lio for sonio time 
grieved iu sileuco : at IcDgth he commu- 
nicated his suspicions to King Solomon, 
and begged to know how lie had forfeit- 
ed his confidrnco. The king told him 
that bis confidence in him remained tho 
same, and desired him to be contented 
for tho present, for tho time would soou 
arrivo when a door would bo loll op* n 
for bis rcccptlou, (meaning when tho 
Temple should bo finished and ho re- 
ceived the Master's degree.) This for a 
time satisfied him, but ono evening, hav- 
ing some particular business with King 
Solomon, ho went as usual to seek Lira 
in his most retired room, aud finding tho 
door of tho secret vault open and not 
guarded as usual, by tho Grand Steward 
Alilshar, ho took it for granted that it 
was left open for liis reception, agreeably 
to tho king’s promise. Ho there foro 
boldly entered, but ivas soon accosted 
by Adoniram, the captain of the guards, 
who sternly challenged him, aud took him 
into custody. 

With this historical explanation, the 
conferring of this degree will be uuder 
stood os described in the following page# 
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The Council are seated as in the en- ple.where Solomon deposited his choicest 
graving, which represents tho interior ar- treasures. The first, or presiding officer, 
rangcment of a Lodge or Chapter in this represents King Solomon, and is styled 
degree, with the Ark enrtaiued ronnd in Thrice Illustrious Grand Master. He 
tho centre. The place of meeting is sup- dressed in purple robes, a golden cro 
posed to bo a secret vault uuder the Tem- on his head, a sceptre in his hand, an ' ** 


Secretary 
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gold trimmed collar on his nock, to which 
is suspended a gold trowel 

The second officer sits on his right, 
with the same dress and decorations. He 
represents Hiram, King of Tyre, and is 
styled Deputy Illustrious Grand Waster. 

Tho third officer is seated on the left of 
the first. He Is dressed iu yellow robes, 
trimmed with blue ; a collar on his neck, 
and a gold hammer iu bis hand. He re- 
presents Hiram Ablff, and is called Prin- 
cipal Conductor of the work. 

Before each of the three first officers 
la a triangular tabic, upon each angle of 
which is a burning taper ; and in the 
centre, a triangular plate of gold. A veil 
or curtain separates them from the rest 
of tho officers and companions, as is re- 
presented in the engraviug. 

Tho next three officers in rank, are 


Grand Master — Such being the hour, It 
is my pleasure that a Council of Select 
Masters be now opened for tho dispatch 
of business. Companion Conductor, you 
will order the companions to their seve- 
ral stations, and alter the regular alarm 
shall be given, let them proceed in their 
labors, according to the directions tiny 
have received. 

Conductor — Companions, it is our Il- 
lustrious Grand Master's orders that a 
Council of Select Masters be now opened 
for the dispatch of business ; and alter 
the regular alarm of the mysterious cum- 
ber niue is given, each will resume his 
labor. 

Grand Master knocks eight quick mid 
one slow, aud all the officers imitate him 
in their turn, according to rank. 

Then all the companions knock eight 


seated in other parts of the hall, so as to quick aud one slow, with their hands. 
* ... - . I Hrv.il AlnctiT— Attaint tn clvini' 


form a triangle, viz. : 

The Secretary, who Is the fourth offi- 
cer, in the south. 

Tho fifth, Treasurer, in the north. 

Tho sixth 1* seated in tho wost, with a 
drawn sword, representing Adoniram, the 


Graud Master— Attend to giving tho 
signs, companions. 

All the companions rise on their feet, 
and give the signs from Entered Appren- 
tice to Royal Master, as before described. 
The signs of a Select Master are then 


Grand Steward. He nets as Tyler, and given as follows : The first is similar to 
is to guard the Inside of tho door. tho sign of distress of a M sister Mason. 

Tho officers being seated, the veil is Tho fists are both clenched, in allusion to 
drawn aside, making the room one apart- one of the penalties of the obligation, 
m«>nt, with tho Aik (veiled) iu the centre, which is to have both hands chopped off 

Grand Master — Companlous, 1 nm about to the slumps, 
to open a Council of Select Masters. If I 
there nro nny present not of this degree, 
they will ph ase to retire. 

After waiting to ascertain if all pres- 
ent aro Select Masters, ho addresses the 
Deputy Grand Master on his right : 

Grand Master— Worthy Companion of | 

Tyre, shall we resume our labors, and 
complete the secret work which has been 
so happily begun ? 

Deputy — Thrico Illustrious, it is my 
most ardent wish to see it completed, and 
the sacred treasure therein safely deposit- 
ed s that l may return to my own coun- 
try with tho satisfaction of having faith- 
fully discharged my dutv to the craft. 

Grand Master to Conductor, on his left 
— Companion Conductor, are our num- 
bers complete ? 

Conductor— Thrice Illustrious, I find 
the number of three times nine. 

Grand Master— Von will see that the 
secret vault is made secure. 

Conductor goes out, returns, and says — 

Thrice Illustrious, all is in security. 

Grand Master to Deputy— What Is it 
o'clock 7 

Deputy — Nine at night. Thrice Illustri- 
ous, when all prying eyes are closed in 
sleep, aud Stillness pervades all nature. 




First Sipt,/>r Due guard. 

The second sign is made by croseii g 
the hands and arms, as iu the engraving-, 
with a quick motion draw the hands edge- 
wise across the body downwards, as 
though you were in the act of quartering 
the body, and let them drop by your sides. 
This is in imitation of a part of the pen- 
alty of this degree, which is to have the 
body qnarterei 
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The third sign is 
given by placing the 
hands over each eye,,- 
ns hi the engraving, 
and with a quick mo- 
tion. throw the arms 
.dnvnwarda at an an* 
g a of forty-live de- 
1 reca, as though you 
T-ftS tearing tho eye- 
IuIIh from the sockets, 
and dashing them on 
the ground, then drop 
the arms by the sides. 

Tills is also a part of 
tho penally. 

The fourth sign alludes to that part of 
tho penalty of being thrown among the 
rubbish of tho Temple. It is made by 
placing the loft hand upon tho upper part 
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of the forehead, the palm downwards, 
and cover it with the right, the body 
croct, heels together, stop off with the 
right foot, and plant it about eightocn in- 
Inches in front with a stamp, at the same 
time dart the hands forward. 

The most popular Bigns 
of this degree among Ma- 
sons are made lu this man- 
ner : Place tho palm of the 
tho right hand upon the 
heart, and pronounce the 
word SECRESY, and inline- 
I’ateiy raise the left hand, 

S .d placo tho palm over 
t o mouth, the first finger 
against the upper lip, the 
others a little off from It, 
the thumb against the side 
of the nose, and speak the 
word SILENCE ; raise the 
right hand from the breast 
and place it over the eyes, 
and pronounce, Silence 
nud Darkness. 



Grand Master — I declare this Connell 
of Select Masters opened in due and at* 
cieut form ; the companions will govern 
themselves accordingly. He then gives 
a heavy rap with his gavel, and his right 
and left hand companions do tho same, 
aud each resumes his seat. 

In an initiation in this degree, the can- 
didate is conducted to an antechamber, 
and is told to remain there until be sec# 
the door open, when he must walk into 
the Council. 

The Tyler (or Grand Steward) takes 
his post on the inside of the door to guard 
tho same, and after walking back aud 
forth, sits down by the door, and feigns 
himself sleeping. [This is a very difficult 
part to act : the loudest snorers are always 
selected.] The door is now thrown open, 
and the candidate (who represents Iza- 
bud) enters. 

Captain of Guards — Who comes there ? 

Candidate — A zealous brother, who 
wishes to partake of your labors. 

Captain— Give me the word, sign, and 
token of your entrance. 

Candidate — I have none. 

Captain — An intruder ! an Intruder ! 

Companions all exclaim— Put him to 
death instantly 1 

Grand Master— What is tho cause of 
this confusion t 

Captalu of Guards— An intruder has 
invaded our secret vault. 

Grand Master— Put him to death im- 
mediately. 

Captain of tho Guards seizes candidate 
by the collar, and placing tho point of his 
sword at his breast, looks him in tho face, 
and then drops the point of It. 

Captain to Grand Master — Thrice Il- 
lustrious, consider for a moment on whom 
you are about to inflict this awful pen- 
alty. This is your particular friend 
Izabud. 

Grand Master— Bind him fast, then, 
and see that he is forthcoming when call- 
ed* for. Your life shall answer for his 
escape. 

Captain of the Guards binds candidate 
and takes him out of the room. 

Tho three presiding officers leave theli 
seats, and aro supposed to go to the Ninth 
Arch. 

Grand Master to his Deputy — Worthy 
Companion, I do not see how we can pro 
vent this sacrifice. 

Deputy — It is impossible. Thrice Illus- 
trious. Only three can bo employed in 
each arch — twenty-seven in nil. None 
can pass beyond, and rone can enter un- 
less they know oar secret, and thus for. 
i feit their lives. 
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Grand Master— It is, then, out of my 
power to pardon my friend. 

Conductor — It is truly out of younpow- 
or, Thrice Illustrious. 

The Grand Waster and his aids now re- 
turn to their seats. 

Grand Master to Captain of Guards — 
Bring in your prisoner. 

Candidate is brought forward. 

Grand Master to candidate — Alas, my 
unfortunate friend Izabud, your disobo- 
dienco and curiosity have forfeited your 
life. I have consulted with my colleagues, 
and find them inflexible. My obligation, 
also, is of suoh a nature, that I have not 
the power to pardon you. 

Candidate — Thrice Illustrious, I pray 
you to remember how great aud sincere 
my attachment has ever been to your 
sacred person, to your services and se- 
crets. Of late, finding a private work 
going on, with which 1 was not made ac- 

! nutated, I feared 1 had lost all the con- 
done© of my sovereign, and grieved In 
allenco. At length 1 took the liberty of 
mentioning the matter to your majesty, 
and you directed mo to rest contented ; 
for the time would soon arrive when a 
door would bo left open for my receptiou. 
This assurance satisfied me ; and this 
evening, having some particular business 
with your majesty, I sought you iu the 
retired room ; aud finding the door open 
and uuguarded, I took it for grauted it 
wbb for my reception, and entered ac- 
cordingly. But I beg your majesty. to 
believe that It was not a spirit of disobe- 
dience or curiosity which prompted me 
to do it. 

Deputy to Grand Master— Thrice Illus- 
trious, 1 ilud your friend is not guilty of 
the charge alleged against him. Ills of- 
fence is rather owing to some imprudent 
observation of your own j lie must there- 
fore bo pnrdoued, and admitted. 

Grand Master — Worthy Companion of 
Tyro, liow can that be done? is notour 
number already full? 

Conductor — Thrice Illustrious, it istrne 
our numbers aro full ; but Ahisliar, the 
Guard, is no longer worthy of our confi* 
dcnco. He was found sleeping at his 
post, and he alone Is guilty. Let him 
be discharged and immediately executed ; 
and lot Izabud be placed In his stead. 

Grand Master— I thank you, my wor- 
thy companion, for your advice : it shall 
bo done. Izabud. are yon willing to take 
a solemn obligation to keep inviolable 
•he secrets of our Order 1 
Candidate — I am willing. 

Grand Master — Free him of his shac- 
kles, and conduct him to the altar. 


Captain of tho Guards conducts can- 
didate to the altar, and makes him kneel, 
when the Grand Master directs him to 
take the oath, which he does as follows j 

I, John Smith, in the presence of the 
Grand Architect of the Universe, and be- 
fore this illustrious assembly, dedicated 
to the most puissant, most terrible, moil 
merciful Creator, do solemnly swoai; 
that I will never discover the signs, to. 
kens, and words belonging to a Select 
Master, nor to any ouo living, the secret 
of this royal vault, neither by speaking, 
writing, engraving, carving, or painting ; 
or by any dumb sign, or motion, in any 
unlawful way, whereby the least hint 
might be taken, that In this place existed 
a secret work, or that any secrets aro de- 
posited here. 

I furthermore swear that I never will 
penetrate Into the secrets of tho ninth 
arch, unless legally authorized by our 
Thrice Illustrious Grand Masters. All 
this 1 swear, with a firm and steady rcso. 
lutiou, without any mental reservation 
or self-evasion of mind in ino whatever; 
binding myself under no less penalty, bc« 
sides all my former penalties, to have n:y 
hands chopped off to tho stumps, my 
eyes plucked out from tho sockets, my 
body quartered, and then thrown among 
tho rubbish of the Temple ; that the t o 
may remain no more remembrance of 
snen n vilo wretch, if ever I should wll- 
fully violate this my obligation. So help 
mo God. and keep mo steadfast In tho 
same. Amen. 

Grand Master to candidate — Kiss tho 
book nine times. 

Candidate obeys. 

Grand Master (talcing 
him by tho hand end rais- 
ing him up) — I now greet 
you a Companion Select ; 
therefore, In future, be ev- 
er blind aud dumb to eve- 
rything you have seen or 
heard iu this Council, ai.d 
keep In mind the words 
Skcresy and Silence, ns 

they will now bo given to 
you, [placing his Lauds i s 
Iu the engraving.] 
Candidate is instructed 
in tho signs. See., as given 
on page b 84-85. 

The Grand Master then 
reads to him the following 
history : 

After the Ninth Arch was completed, 
the three Grand Masters deposited there- 
in a true copy of those things which were 
of Importance to tho Craft, aud to tho 
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Jewish nation — snch as the Ark of the 
Covenant, the l*ot of Manna, the Rod of 
Aaron, the Book of the Law, &.c. ; and 
that they might be known aud duly ap- 
preciated, if ever fouud, by future gen- 
erations, they agreed to place their names 
on three of the sides of the Ark, and on 
the fourth side they placed the date of, 
by whom, and for' what purposo they 
wore thus deposited ; which was for the 
good of the craft in general, aud the Jew- 
ish nation in particular ; and that, should 
the Temple bo destroyed, and the peoplo 
carried away into captivity, yet on their 
release, and rebuilding tho house of their 
God, they might possibly discover these 
valuable treasures. 

After this deposit was made, and prior 
to the completion of the Temple, our 
Grand Master Hi rain Ablff was assassin- 
ated, in a manner related in a preceding 
d:groo; and by his death, the Master’s 
word was lost The two kings wero wil- 
liug to do all in their power to preserve 
the sacred word, aud us they could not 
communicate it to any, by reason of the 
death of their fricud Hiram A hi IT, they 
njrecd to place it in tho secret vault, that 
if the other treasures wero ever brought 
to light, the word might bo found also ; 
they thoroforc placed it on tho top of the 
Ark of tho Covenant, in tho Hebrew, 
Syriac, and Chaldaic languages; ami 
that it might bo kuowu as tho truo word, 
whoa diacovorod, they placed tho three 
Grand Master’s jewels, one on each lan- 
guage, well knowing that a description 
of those Jewels would bo handed down 
to tho latost posterity; aud by these menus 
tho Royal Arch, or rather tho ancient 
Master's word, was finally discovered; 
being tho same which was communicated 
by God himself to Enoch, aud in use 
throe thousand years, when it was lost 
by tho death of Hiram AbifF, and after- 
wards brought to light at rebuilding tho 
sjeond Tomplo, and has been in use over 
flijeo, and will continue to bo tho same 
till time shall bo no moro. 

Tho ceremony of receiving the candi- 
date being through, the officers aud com- 
panions all resume their seats, as before 
described, and tho Grand Master reads 
21th to 26th versos xxxi. Deuteronomy : 

Aud It came to pass, wlmn Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of this 
law in a book, until they were finished, 
that Moses commanded the Lcvitcs which 
boro tho Ark of the Covenant of the Lord 
saying, Take this Book of tho Law, and 
put it in the side of tho Ark of tho Cove- 
nant of the Lord your God, that it may 
bo there for a witness against theo. 
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■\Vhen tho reading is finished, four com- 
panions bearing the Ark advance to the 
centre of the Couucil, and place it upon 
the altar, open it, and put the Book of the 
Law into it, and return to their seats. 

The Grand Master reads verses 33 and 
34 of xvl. Exodus : 

Aud Moses said unto Aaron, Take a 
pot, aud put an omcr full of manna there* 
in, and lay it up bt fore the Lord, to keep 
for your generations. As tho Lord com- 
manded Moses, bo Aaron laid it up be- 
fore the testimony to be kept. 

A companion brings tho Pot of Manna 
and puts it into tlic Ark. 

The Grand Master reads verse 10 of 
xvii. chapter of Numbers: 

• And th.»Lord said unto Moses, Bring 
Aaron’s Rod again before the testimony, 
to bo kept for a token. 

Iu like manner Aaron’s Rod is de- 
posited. 

The Grand Master roads 89th verse of 
vil. chapter of Numbers: 

And when Moses was pone into tho 
tabernacle of the congregation to speak 
with him, then be heard the voice of ono 
speaking unto him from off the mercy 
scat, that was upon tho nrk of the testi- 
mony, from botween tho two chorubims ; 
and lie spnko unto him. 

Tho Thrice Illustrious Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master aud Grand Con- 
ductor, (personating Solomon, Hiram, 
King of Tyro, aud Hiram AbltT.) now 
approach the altar, and place the name 
of God upon three sides of the Ark lo 
three languages, vis., Hebrew, Chaldaic 
and Syriac. They also place upon it tho 
date it was deposited, who by, and for 
what purposo. dtc , written in tho ineffa- 
ble characters before described, upon its 
sides and top. They pnt Into tho Ark a 
key to the ineffable characters, (ns on 
page 79.) They then place their three 
jewels (or squares) in a triangular form 
upon it. Tho Ark is then put through a 
trap in the floor and placed in the posi- 
tion described as having been found, in 
the Royal Arch Degree. 

This finishes tho business, and tho com- 
panions take their proper stations, when 
the charge hr read to the candidate, r s 
follows : 

Qrar.d Master — Companion, having at- 
tained to this degree, you have passed the 
circle of perfection in ancient Masonry. 
In the capacity of Select Master, you 
must be sensible that your obligations 
are increased in proportion to your privi- 
leges. Let it be your constant care to 
prove yourself worthy of the confidence 
reposed iu you, aud the high honor con- 
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ferred on yon, In admitting yon to thin 
select degree. Let uprightness and in- 
tegrity attend your steps ; let justice and 
mercy mark your conduct. Let fervency 
and zeal stimulate you iu the discharge 
of the various duties Incumbent on you: 
but suffer not an idle, or impertinent cu- 
r laity to lead you astray, or betray you 
I -to danger. Bo deaf to every insinua- 
1 >u which wonld havo a tendency to 
V ajikou your resolution, or tempt you to 
nu act of di3obedienco. Be voluntarily 
dumb and blind, when the exercise of 
those faculties would endanger the peace 
of your mind, or the probity of your con- 
duct ; and let silence and sccrcay, those 
cardinal virtues of a Select Master, on 
all necessary occasions, be .scrupulously 
observed. By a steady adherence to the 
Important instructions continued in this 
dogree, you will merit the approbation of 
the select number with whom you are as- 
sociated, and will enjoy the high satisfac- 
tion of having acted well your part in 
the Important enterprise iu which you 
aro engaged ; and after having wrought 
your regular hours, you may bo admitted 
to participate In all tho privileges of a 
Select Master. 

Tho Grand Master then proceeds to 
close the Council, ns follows : 

Grand Master to Captain of Guards— 
Companion Captain, aro you a Select 
Master 1 

Captain— I am acknowledged as snch, 
and have wrought my regular hours ia 
the secret vault. 

Grand Muster — What are the regular 
hours ? 

Captain— From nine at night until mid- 
night. 

Graud Master — How gained you ail- 
mission there t 

Captain — Through fervency and zeal, 
which was mistaken for curiosity and 
disobedience, and had well nigh cost me 
my life ; but justice and mercy prevailed, 
and I was admitted. 

Grand Master — How was that t 

Captain — My ferveucy and zeal led me 
into a place, through a misconstruction 
cf King Solomon's promise ; by which I 
J>rfoited my life ; but mercy triumphed 
ever justice, and I was admitted a mem- 
ber among them. 

Grand Master— What la meant by a 
Select Master? 

Captain — Those who aro selected to 
build iho royal vault. Men whose skill, 
integrity and secresy were well known 
to our Grand Master. 

Grand Master— How many wore there? 

Captain — Twenty -two, from Gebal, to- 


gether with Abishar, Adoniram, »nd ©nr 
three Grand Masters ; making in all, 
twenty-seven, and no more. 

Grand Master — Why but twenty-seven ? 

Captain — Because there were but nine 
arches, and three only could be employed 
in each. 

Grand Master — Where did this royal 
vault begin ? 

Captain — At King Solomon’s roost re- 
tired room. 

Grand Master— Whore did it end ? 

Captain — Under the Hanctura sancto- 
rum, or holy of holies, of King Solomon’s 
Temple. 

Grand Master — When were you to be 
admitted into the Ninth Arch? 

Captain— When the Temple should be 
completed ; but owing to the death of 
Hiram Abiff, it was then closed from our 
eyes. 

Grand Master— What countryman are 
you ? 

Captain — A Phoenician. 

Grand Master — In what city was you 
boru ? 

Captain— In Gebal. 

Grand Master— What is your name ? 

Captain — Giblem, or stone squarer. 

Grand Master— What is it o’clock ? 

Captain— Low twelve ; the usual time 
to call from labor to refreshment. 

Grand Master — Wliut remains now to 
bo dono ? 

Captain— To retiro in ponce, practice 
virtue, and meditate in silence. 

Grand Master — Companion Captain of 
tho Guards, you will give notice to tho 
companions by the mysterious Number 
Nino that this Council is now about to bo 
closed. 

Captain of the Guards knocks eight 

K 'ck and one slow, which is repeated by 
Deputy Grand Master aud tho Grand 
Conductor. 

Grand Master knocks one, and calls to 
order, and gives the sign of Silence, with 
his left hand on his mouth, and bis right 
hand on his breaBt, which is repeated by 
all the companions, aud Ish Soudy is re- 
peated by all. 

Grand Master — Companions, this Coun- 
cil is closed. 

In some Lodges this degroo is made 
more of than hero described ; for instead 
of disposing of the unfaithful Guard, 
Ahishar, so summarily, he is brought for- 
ward and has his trial and sentence be- 
fore tho Grand Master. Other incidents, 
too, are more fully illustrated. But wo 
have made our description from tho con- 
densed modo now practiced. 
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SUPER-EXCELLENT MASTER. 

A Lodge of Super-Excellent Masters 
consists of the following officers, viz. : 

Most Excellent King (representing Ze- 
dekiah, the last King of Israel) presides, 
and sits in the east. 

Companion Gedaliah (so called) la the 
■ cond officer, and la seated in the west. 

First Keeper of the Temple is seated on 
t’u right of Gedaliah. 

•Second Keeper of the Temple takes his 
■eat on the left of Gedaliah. 


Third Keeper of the Temple is seated 
at the door inside tho hall, to guard it 
Three Heralds, stationed outside the 
door, with bugles in their hands. 

Three Royal Guards, (including Cap- 
tain,) stationed near the King. 

A Recorder, or Secretary, sitting at the 
right in front of the King. 

The Altar is placed in tho centre of the 
hall, and the general business is condnrt 
ed similar to that in other degrees. The 
Council is opened as follows : 
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Tho King does r.ot tako his seat at first, 
and the business of opening devolves on 
Gcdaliah, who calls tho Council to order 
with one rap of tho paveL 

Gcdaliah to First Keeper of tho Tem- 
pi. — Companion First Keeper, are all 
present ftuper Excellent Masters? 

First Ke eper — They are. 

Gi daliah — As a Super-Excellent Mas- 
ter, Keeper of the Temple, let it be your 
first duty mid last care, to see the Sauc- 
*nary duly guarded. 

First to Third Keeper of tho Temple- 
Companion, aru we duly guarded ? 

Third Keeper — We are: the Sanctuary 
is secure. 

First Keeper— Companion Gcdaliah, 
tho Sanctuary is duly guarded. 

Geduliah — Where is tho King? 

First Keoper— In ono of the apartments 
of the Temple. 

Gcdaliah — What is tho hour? 

First Keeper — It is tho tirno of tho se- 
cond watch. 

Godallnh gives throe raps with tho ga- 
vel, when the companions nil rise. 

Gcdaliah— Companions, sinco it is the 
tirno of tho second watch, 1> t us repair to 
tho holy altar, and thrro olfi r up our fer- 
vent aspirations to Deity, that ho would 
bo plccMul to vouchnafo to us, ns hereto- 
fore, his pr.-toctlog care nnd favor. 

Tho compcuioi s assemble round tho 
nltnr, kneel on tlio left knee, tho right 
elbow resting on the right kero, and tho 
forvhr ad leaning on tho right hand, in 
Imitation of silent devotion. They re- 
main a short time in this position. 

Gcdaliah (rising)— Let us arise and at- 
tend to giving the signs. 

Tho companions give oil tho signs from 
on Entered Apprt ntico up to nnd including 
those of this degree, heroaftor described. 

Gedalluh — Let « ach tako his station. 

First Herald sound.*. 

Third Keepe r of Temple — A Ilorald ! 

First Keeper — A Herald approaches. 

Herald (coming in at the door and ad- 
vancing towards Gcdaliah) — Nebuchad- 
nezzar, King of Babylon, approaches 
with innumerable forces, and tills the 
city : they arc formidable and victorious, 
approaching the king’s palace, nnd within 
a f-.'W furlongs of the Temple • and every- 
where may be seen unhallowed ravage 
and devastation. 

The Second Herald sounds, ar.d comes | 
in ?nd gives the same intelligence. 

Third Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Temple — A Herald I 

Tho King now enters, protected by Ills ! 
Guards, tho Captain of the Guards in j 
front of him, and one Guard on each side. 


First Keeper of tho Templo— 1 The King 
approaches. 

Gcdaliah gives three raps, when all tho 
companions rise and face the King, who 
then takes bis scat in the cart. 

Gcdaliah (addressing the King) — .Most 
Excellent, tho Council is assembled, tho 
officers stationed, and wo all await your 
orders. 

KiDg (rising)— I proclaim this Council 
of Super-Excellent Masters duly organ- 
ized. [Pauses, and then says] —Com pan- 
ion Recorder, is there any business be- 
fore the Council ? 

Recorder — Most Excellent, a worthy 
companion of the Royal Arch is desirous 
of being advanced to the degree of Su- 
per-Excellent Master. 

King — Let him come forward. 

Tho Candida to (hoodwinked) is brought 
in, when just ns ho g( ts in front of tho 
King, the First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of Temple — A Herald ! 

First Keeper — A Herald? 

Third Keener — A Herald approaches. 

First Herald (coming in nnd advancing 
towards the King) —Nebuchadnezzar, 
King of Babylon, with battering rams 
amanita the Temple, and the Courts nra 
filled with carnage. 

King — Companion Gcdaliah, Ik there 
no wry of escape ? 

Gcdaliah — There is none, Most Excel- 
lent, except by way cf tho King’s gnr. 
den, bv the private entrance between tho 
walls, leading out to the plains of Jericho. 

King — Ia t us make our escape. 

The companions now make a great 
noiso by stamping, throwing over bench- 
08 . and running About ; the King goes 
out, nnd then tho nciso ceases. 

First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper «;f Temple — A Herald I 

First Keeper— A Iiorald ? 

Third Keeper — A Herald approaches. 

IleraUl enters and comes forward. 

Gcdaliah — What tidings from the King? 

Ilorald — Tho King, and all the men cf 
war fled by night, by the way of the gate 
between two walls, which is by the King’s 
garden, and the King went the way to- 
wards the plain, and the army of the Oha’- 
decs pursued after tho King and overtook 
him on the plains of Jericho, and all his 
army was scattered from him ; so they 
took the King, and brought him up to the 
King of Babylon, to Riblah, and they 
gave judgment upon him, ar.d they sh w 
l;;s sous belore bis eyes, and they put out 
the cyct of our Most Excellent King, 
and bound him in fetters of brass, and 
carried him to Babylon. 

Gcdaliah — Companions, tho sword, of 
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tho enemy prevails : our young men are 
captives, an<l our old men slaves. In this 
extremity what remains to bo done? — 
Let us repair to the holy altar, aud there 
pledgo our faith aud renew our vows. 

The companions now form a circle 
around tho altar •, tho candidate is caused 
to kneel at the altar witliiu tho circle— 
both hands on the Holy Bible, square and 
compasses — aud take tho following obli- 
gation : 

1, John Smith, of my own free will and 
accord, in tho presence of tho most puis- 
sant, most holy, and most merciful Crea- 
tor, and this Council of Super-Excellent 
Masters, dedicated to him, do hereby and 
horcon, most solemnly and ainceroly pro- 
mise and swear, that I will not bow down 
to other gods, nor pay religious adoration 
to Idols. And I promise and swear, that 
l will not worship the sun, moon, or stars 
of hoaven ; but in good faith and con- 
Bc'.oaco, to the boBt of my abilities, will 
serve and worship the only true and liv- 
ing God : And I promise and swear, that 
J will always hail and conceal the secrets 
of this degree, and never reveal them ex- 
c.'pt it bj to a truo ami lawful coinponiou 
.Super-Excellent Master, or in u Ugally 
e instituted Council of such; and neither 
ua to him nor thorn till first by strict trial 
and duo examination or lawtul informa- 
tion I shall liavo found him, or them, ns 
lawfully untitled to the samo as I am, or 
shall bo myself: And I promise and 
swear, that 1 will give moat, drink, aud 
lodging to a poor but worthy brother In 
necessity ; will defend him lu danger, 
aad viudicato his character, so far as 
honor, justice and good faith may war- 
rant. And I promise and swear, that I 
will not derogate from tho character of a 
Super-Excellent Master, now about to 
be conforrod on mo. To all this I do 
most solemnly promise and swear, with 
fixed aud steadfast resolution to keep 
n.id perform the same, without any hesi 
tutlon, equivocation, or self-evasion of 
mind in me whatever ; binding myself 
under no less penalty than to have my 
thumbs cut otf, my eyes put out. my body 
bouud in fetters of brass, aud conveyed 
captive to a strange land. So help mo 
God, and keep mo steadfast in this my 
6>lomn oath and obligation of a Super- 
Excellent Master. 

As soon as the obligation Is pronounced, 
tho First Herald sounds. 

Third Keeper of the Temple— A Her- 
ald approaches! 

Herald (coming forward)— The enemy 
1 b upon us ! 

A great uoiso is now made by the com- 


panions, who had assembled for the pur- 
pose outside, such as huzzaing, shouting 
and stamping. They rush in, led by tho 
Captain of the Guards seize the camlhlate 
with violence, and carry him out of tho 
hall into the preparation room. 

First Keeper of the Temple (takirg 
bandage from candidate's eyes, and lead- 
ing him into the hall) — I will now intro, 
dace yon to our Companion Gedaliah, 
who will instruct you in your duties. 

Gedaliah comes' forward, tnkes tho can- 
didate by the hand, and explains to him 
tho signs, pass word and grand word of 
this degree. 

The password is SaUI., the First 
Kino of Israkl. 

First sign — Cross tlio arms at right 
angles in front, on your body, the right 
one uppermost, the fingers douched, and 
tho thumbs pointing upward Jt alludes 
to the penalty of the obligation. 



Second sign — Raise the right hand and 
elbow as high as the eyes, extending tho 
two first lingers like a fork, the tnuiub 
and other fingers being clenched — then 
draw it back over the right shoulder, and 
with a quick motion dart the extended 
fingers forward lu a horizontal direction. 
It alludes to the penalty of gouging out 
the eyes of a traitor. 

Grand Word is Nahod Zabod BONE. 

This finishes the initiation. The Coun 
cil is then closed, as follows : 

Gedaliah to First Keeper of tho Tern 
pic — Companion Keeper, where do Su 
pcr-ExcelleutMasters convene in council 

First Keeper — la a place representing 
the Sanctuary. 

Gedaliah— Their first and last care? 

First Keeper — To see tlio Sanctuary 
duiy guarded. 

Gwdaliah— Please to attend to that part 
of your duty. 
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First to Third Keeper — Companion 
Third Keeper, are we duly guarded 1 

Third Keeper — We are duly guarded, 
and the Sanctuary is secure. 

Gcdaliah— Companion First Keeper, 
where is the King 9 

First Keeper— In the prison of Baby- 
J'U: his thumbs have been cut off; his 
« 'C* put out, and his body bound In fet 
1 rs of brass. He has been conveyed 
teuptlvo to a strange land as the penalty 
of perjury. 

Gedaliah— -What is the honr t 

First Keeper— It is the third watch. 

Gcdaliah — Companions, since it is the 
time of the third watch, let ns repair to 
the holy altar, and otTer our fervent aa- 
pi-atioua to Deity, for his protecting care 
and favor. 

The companions assemble ronnd the 
nltar as at the opening; each kuccls on 
his left knee, places his elbow on his 
right knee, and bows his head on the 
right hand in imitation of secret prayer 
They remain In this position n moment. 

Gcdaliah (rising)— Let us arise. 

They all rise and give tho signs, begin- 
ning with that of this degree, and going 
back in detail to the sign of Entered Ap- 
prentice. 

Gedaliah resumes his scat and gives 
icti raps with tho gavel. 

First Keeper of tho Templo rnps ten. 

Second Keeper gives ten raps. 

Gedaliah — I declare this Council closed. 


SECRET MONITOR, 

OU MASONIC TRADING DEGREE. 

This is a side degreo that may bo con- 
ferred by a single brother upon Any wor- 
thy brother Master Mason. There is no 
form of initiation, the candidate merely 
taking an oath on the Bible, or on the 
Biblo, square aud compasses on the altar. 
The following is tho obligation : 

I, John Smith, in presence of Almighty 
God and this witness, do hereby and here- 
on, solemnly and sincerely swear, in ad- 
d.tion to my former obligations, that I 
will not coufcr this degree of Secret Mon- 
1 tr ou nny person in tho known world, 
t -ccpt it be a worthy Master Mason. 

I lurthermore promise and swear, that 
J will caution a brother Secret Monitor, 
by sign, word, or token, wherever I see 
him doing, or about to do, anythingcon- 
trary to tho true principles of Masonry. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
T will caution a brother Secret Monitor 
by sign, word, or token, wherever I see 
Jum doing, or about to do, anything con- 
trary to bis interest iu buying or selling. 


I furthermore promise and swear, thut 
when I am so cautioned myself by a bro- 
ther Secret Monitor, I will pause and re- 
flect on the course I am pursuing. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, that 
I will assist a brother Secret Monitor, ip 
preference to any other person, by intro- 
ducing him to business, by sending him 
custom, or in any other manner in which 
I can throw a penny in his way. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will immediately commit this obligation 
to memory. 

To all of which I do most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, without 
any mental reservation or self-evasion of 
mind in me whatever; binding myself 
under no lees penalty than that of having 
my heart thrust through with tho arrow 
ot an enemy, and to bo without friends in 
the hour of trouble. So help me God, 
and keep mo steadfast In this mv solemn 
oath and obligation of a Secret Monitor, 
[Kisses tho book.) 

The history of this degree is then usu- 
ally given to tho new member by reading 
to him tho following passages from tlto 
text-book, taken from the twentieth 
chapter of 1st Samuel : 

So Jonathan made a covenant with tho 
house of David, saying, Lot the Lord 
cveu require it at the hands of David's 
enemies. And Jonathan caused David 
to swear again, because ho loved him ; 
for ho loved him as he loved his own soul. 
Then Jonathan said to David, To mor- 
row is tho new moon : and thou shnlt bo 
missed, because thy seat will bo empty. 
Aud when thou hast stayed three days, 
then thon shalt go down quickly, nml 
come to the place where thou didst hi, to 
thyself when tho busiuoss was in band, 
and shall remain by the stouo Ezcl. And 
I will shoot three arrows ou tho sido there- 
of, as though I shot nt a mark. And bo- 
hold, I will send a lad, saying, Go, find 
out tbo arrows. If I expressly sr.y unto 
the lad, Behold, tho arrows ou this sido 
of thee, take them ; then come thou ; for 
there is peace to thee, and no hurt; as 
the Lord liveth. But if Isay thus unto 
tho youDg man, Behold, tho arrows aio 
beyond thee ; go thy way, for tho Lord 
hath sent thee away. And as touching 
the matter which thou and I have spoken 
of, behold, the Lord be between tlico and 
mo for ever. ****** 
And it came to pass in the morning, that 
Jonathan went out into tho field at tho 
time appointed with David, and a little 
lad with him. And he said unto the lad. 
Ruu, lied out now the arrows wh:ch I 
shoot And as tho lad ran, he 6hot au 
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arrow beyond him. And when tho lad 
was coino to tho place of the arrow which 
Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after 
tho lad, and Paid, Is not tho arrow be- 
yond thee? And Jonathan cried after 
tho lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. Aud 
Jonathan’s lad gathered up tho arrows, 
and caiue to his master. But the lad 
know not any thing : only Jonathan and 
David knew tho matter. And Jonathan 
gave his artillery unto his lad, and said 
uato him, Go, carry them to the city. 
And as soon as tho lad was gone, David 
arose out of a place toward tho south, 
and foil on his face to the ground, and 
bowed himself three times: and they 
Jcissed ouo another, and wept one with 
another, uutil David exceeded. And 
Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, 
forasmuch as wo have sworn both of us 
In tho name of tho Lord, saying, Tho 
Lord bo between mo and thee, aud bo- 
tvvoen ray aeod and thy seed for ever. 
And ho arose and departed; and Jona- 
than went into tho city. 

Brother to candidate — I am David. 

Candidate— I am Jonathan. 

Brother— David and Jouathan knew 
tho matter. 

Candidate — Tho lad knew nothing. 

Tho signs, word3 and tokens arc now 
explained to tho candidate. They are 
negatives and affirmatives, as follows : 



Tho negative sign Is made by extend- 
ing tho right arm, forming a square at 
tho elbow, holding tho hand pointing up- 
wards, tho two first fingers exteuded, and 
tho other fingers and thumb clenched. It 
is given whenever you see a brother do- 
ing. or about to do. anything contrary to 
his interest in buyiug or selling, &c. It 
menus desist ; and tho brother who re- 


ceives the sign, is bound by his oath to 
pause aud reflect. 

Tho sign of approbation is given by 
holding up one finger in same manner. 
It is giveu whenever you wish secretly 
to advise a brother in any traffic or deal- 
ing to his profit or interest. It means 
proceed. 

Grips are given and received in the 
same admonishing way. When you taka 
tho hand of a brother, if you grip him in 
the centre of the hand, with two fingers, 
it means desist; if you grip with one fin- 
ger, itmeaus proceed. 

To caution a brother by word. If you 
see a brother doing anyth lug contrary to 
bis interest, in buying or selling, say to 
him, You had better buy two ; two is bet- 
ter than ouo. It menus desist. If you 
Kay to him, One Is as good as two, it 
means proceed, aud he will directly un- 
derstand you, and act accordingly. 

Thus you can caution a brother, by 
sign, token, or word, whenever you see 
him doing anything contrary to the prin- 
ciples of Masonry, or his interest ; aud 
he, so cautioned, is bound to pause aud 
reflect, before ho further goes, under the 
penalties of having the arrow of an en- 
emy thrust through his heart, &c. There 
is also another way to cautlou a brother. 
If you say to him, The arrows arc be- 
yond thee, It menus desist. If you say to 
him, The arrows are this side of thco, it 
moans proceed. 

Tho due-guard of this degree is given 
by placing vourself in the attitude of 
springing a 'bow. It is in imitation of 
Jonathan shooting his nrrows, and al- 
lude* to tho penalty of tho obligation. 
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BrCHARDSON’a HOJOTO* OK I EEE- J!ASONRT. 

I will keep the secrets of a brother 
sister Heroine of Jericho, when they are 
communicated to mo as such, or when- 
ever their interest or salcty shall re- 
quire it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will answer and obey nil due sif-ns and 
summonses, handed, sent, or thrown to 
me from a brother or sister Heroine ct 
Jericho. 

I furthermore promise and swear, thal 
I will not give the bailing sign of distress 
of a Heroine of Jericho, unless I am in 
real distress; and should I «te this sign 
given, I will fly to the relief of the person 
giving It, and extricato them from diifl- 
culty, if in my power. 

I furthermore promise and swear, thal 
I will not spook the word of IJoroino o/ 
Jericho, which 1 shall hereafter receive, 
This is a side degreo, which mnv be in any manner, except in that In wliicfi 
given to Royal Arch Masons, their wives, I shall rcccivo it. 

or their widows ; and it can only be ad- I furthermore promise and swear, thaf 
ministered by a Royal Arch Mason. It 1 will not speak evil of a brother or sis- 
is 8oldon» conferred in a Lodge, but npu- ter Heroine behind their backs, or boforo 
ally at fcho residence of somo Royal Arch their faces ; but will give them duo and 
Mason. It cannot be given by any Ma timely notlco of all approaching danger, 
sou to his own wife. The parties ns- To all of which do I solemnly and sin, 
semble In dllTcrent rooms— tho Heroines cerely promise and swear, with a firm 
In ono room, and those who have not and steady purpose to keep and perform 
taken the dogreo in another. Only one tbo same ; biudirg myself under no lens 
can rccelvo tho degree at tho same time, penalty than to havo my head struck off 
Tho candidate (if a female) is conduct- and carried to tbo highest mountain. So 
cd into the Lodge of Heroines, and rented help mo God, and keep mo steadfast In 
lu a chair near the ccntro of the room. tho dne pcrfonnauco of the same. (Kisses 
A brother of the degreo (not her bus- the book.] 
band) convs forward and addresses her, Alter the oath is administered, lho l>ro« 
extolling tho bounties of Masonry, and ther opens tho Bible at the second chap- 
then seats him before her, laying a Bible <cr of tho book of Joshua, and reads as 
ill his lap. follows: 

Brother to candidate — Sister Smith, And Joshua, tho son of Nun, sent out 
you will find this a beautiful degree, to Shlttira two men to spy BecrotJy, sny- 
though not at nil like Masonry in any of ing, Go, view tho land, oven Jericho, 
its bearings. Thero Is an obligation to And they went, and camo Into a harlot’s 
take boforo you can be made acquainted house, named Rahab, and lodged there, 
with its mysteries. Are you willing to And it was told the king of Jericho, ray- 
take it? ing. Behold, there came men in hither 

Candidate — lam. to-night of tho childicn of Israel, to 

Brother — You will please to repeat search out tho country. And tho King 
your name, and say afU r me : of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 

I, .Sarah Smith, of my own freewill Briug forth the men that nro como to 
md accord, in the presence of Almighty thee, which ore entered into thy house : 
<I'»d. and these Heroines of Jericho, do for they be como to search out all the 
hereby and hereon, solemnly and sin- country. And tho woman took the two 
curdy promiso and swear, that I will not men, and hid them, and said thus. Thero 
communicate the secrets of Heroine of came men unto me, but I wist not whence 
Jericho to any person in the known tjrey were : And it came to pass about 
world, except it be to a true and lawful the time of shutting tiro gate, when it 
brother or sister Heroine of Jericho. was dark, that the men went out ; whith- 
I furthermore promise and swear, that er the men went, I wot. not : pursue alter 
I will uot confer this degree upon any them qnickly ; for ye shall overtake 
person in tho known world. them. But sho had brought them up to 

I furthermore promise and swear, that the roof of tho house, and hid them with 
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the stalks of flax, which sho had laid in 
order upon the roof. And the men pur- 
sued alter them the way to Jordan unto 
the lords : aud as soon as they which 
pursued after them were gone out, they 
shut the gate. And before they were 
laid down, she came up unto them upon 
tho roof : And she said unto tiro men, I 
know that tho Lord hath given yon the 
Kind, aud that your terror h fallen upon 
us, and that all tho inhabitants of the 
land faint be can so of you. For wo have 
heard how tho Lord dried up the water 
of tho Red Sea for you, when yo came 
out of Egypt ; and what yo did unto the 
two kings of tho Amoritcs that were on 
#tho other side of Jordan, Silion aud Og, 
whom yo utterly destroyed. And as 
soon as wo heard these things, our hearts 
did melt, neither did there remain any 
more courage in any. man, because of 
you : for tho Lord your God, he is God 
in houveu above aud in earth beneath. 
Now there foro, I pray you swear unto 
ma by tho Lord, siuco I have rhowed you 
kindness, that yo will also show kindness 
unto n.y father’s house, and givo me a 
true tokon : Aud that ye shall save alive 
my father, and my mother, and my bre- 
thren, and my sisters, and nil that they 
have, and deliver our lives from death. 
And tho men answered her, Our life for 
yours, if ye utter not this our business. 
And it shall bo, when tho Lord hath given 
lid tho land, that we will d.-nl kindly and 
truly with thee. Then she let them down 
by a cord through tho window : for her 
house was upon tho town wall, and she 
dwelt upon the wall, &c. 

Tho initiating brother now rises and 
instructs tho candidate In giving tho 



First sign is in imitation of the scarlet 
lino that Rahab let down from the win- 
dow of her father’s house to assist in the 


escape of tho spies. She takes a red 
handkerchief, places one corner of it in 
her month, lets it hang down in front, and 
crosses her hands on her breast over it. 

Second sign — She takes tho handker- 
chief by tho comer between her rigid 
thumb and fore finger, aud holds it np 
even with the corner of her right eye. a 
little distance oft' from the eye, the other 
comer hanging down. 



The grand hailing sigu of distress is 
given by holding your arm out sldewlao 
aud upward from tho body at nil angle <;t 
forty-tlv© degrees, and holding the hand- 
kerchief by a comer between the thumb 
and finger, lotting a corner hang down. 

The word is thus given : The initiating 
brother places the Insido of his right loot 
against tho intiidc of tho lady candidate's 
foot — too to hcol — then putting his right 
hand on her left shoulder, bends forward 
and speaks in her ear. My life ! She re- 
plies by putting her right hand on Ida 
shoulder, bending forward and saying, 
For yours. The brother then puts his 
left hand on tho lady’s other shoulder, 
and Buy 8, If yo utter not Sho docs tho 
same, and says, This is our business. Me 
then whispers In her ear, RaHaD, Which 
is the word in this degree. 

’Brother — It is very dark to-night 

Candidate — Yes, but uot so dark but 
that I can see. 

Brother — What can you see ? 

Candidate — A scarlet line. 

Brother — Why a scarlet line? 

Candidate — Because it saved my llfo in 
tho hour of danger. 

This usually closes this degree, when 
the initiating brother makes some re- 
marks alluding to the history of the de- 
gree, aud assures the candidate that it 
was actually founded by Rahab, &<*» 
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KNIGHTS OP THREE KINGS. 

All Master Masons are entitled to this 
degree If they ore iu good standing. It is 
usually conferred iu a Lodge or Chapter 
after the other business is tiuishcd. The 
initiation is ns follows : 

A brother, duly qualified, loaves the 
Lodge and goes Into the preparation 
room. The caudidate then kneels at the 
altar, when the following obligation is 
administered to him : 

I, John Smith, of my own free will and 
accord, in the prescuco of Almighty God, 
and these witnesses, do hereby and here- 
on solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, that I will not confer tho degree 
of Knights tf Three Kings upon any per- 
son except it bo a worthy Master Mason. 

L furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not bo offended at any of the cero- 
montes of this degree. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not confer this degree, unless by 
the unnultnons consent of all present. 

Hero an interruption occurs. 

Urothcr (returning from preparation 
room) — IIow is this! I have not con- 
sented that this degreo should bo confer- 
red on Brother Smith to-night. 

Brother (who was administering tho 
oath)— I did uot expect that you had any 
objection to tho candidate, and therefore 

1 commenced givingthe oath. You should 
bnvo modoyour objection before you left 
tho room. 

Objecting Brother (vehemently)— I did 
make my objection known before I lift 
the room ! 1 stated to you and tho rost 
of tho brethren that there was difficulty 
existing of a very serious uaturo bet wo. n 
Brother Smith and myself, and unless ho 
promptly govo me satisfaction, I should 
oppose him. 

All tho brethren now interpose to sot- 
tlo the difficulty. They say they arc 
very sorry that two brother Masons 
should quarrel, especially ot this time ; 
it is very wrong to carry their prejudices 
into the Lodge. 

Tho caudidate rises from the altar ap- 
parently much surprised, says he was not 
aware until tho present moment that 

Brother was offended at him ; be 

wishes he would tell wherein he had 
dono him any injur}', and if it is iu his 
power ho will give him satisfaction. 

The offended brother then very grave- 
ly relates his aggrle vanees ; he accuses 
the candidate of slandering him in vari- 
ous ways. You have reported, says he, 
that I am a common drunkard, [or that 

2 quarrel with my wife, that I am dis- 


honest in dealing, that I speak disrespect- 
fully of Masonry, &c., &c.J 

Tho candidate generally promptly de- 
nies ever making aDy such statements, 
and demands tho name of tho author. 

He is told it came from Brother — , 

(naming somo Mason who is not present ) 

The candidate says it is an absolute 
falsehood, circulated to injure him. 

The objecting brother says ho believes 
the candidate has reported the story ; it 
is just like him, he is always meddling 
with other men’s affairs. 

A general war of words now ensues, 
aud not unfrequently hard names arc 
called — the candidate by this time being 
nearly worked up into a passion, and tho 
other brother feigning himself so. 

Somo brother now makes a proposition 
that ull shall leave tho room, and leave 
them alono to settle their difficulty. 

Tho candidate and his antagonist being 
left alono, they dispute the matter a little 
while, whin a brother comes iu uud in- 
quires, Havo you agreed! 

The offending or objecting brother re- 
plies — Tho difficulty is not settled, neither 
is it likely to bo. 

They arc again left alono for a short 
time, when the brother comes a second 
time and inquires, Havo you agreed! 

The objecting brother replies, No. 

Ho now c fieri to submit their capo to a 
third peraon to decide, and abide Ms deci- 
sion, which being acceded to on the part 
of tho candidate, tho rest of tho brethren 
return to tho hall 

A brother inquires— Havo you agreed! 

Objecting brothe r — Wo choose Brother 
as an umpire to settle our differences. 

Brother named ns umpire — If you can 
agree iu tho dark, you can in tho light. 

He then takes liis scat, and directs tho 
candidate to kneel at tho altar and ro- 
COivo tho re maining part of tho obliga- 
tion, The candidate kneels again at tho 
altar, and repeats ns follows : 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not confer this degroo upon any 
one without tho hope of fe-o or reward. 

To all of which 1 do solemnly and s!r# 
ccroly promise aud swear, with a firm 
and steady resolution to keep and per- 
forin the same, binding myself under i o 
less penalty than crucifixion, and to die 
a lingering death upon tho cross. So 
help me God nud keep mo steadfast. 
[Kisses the book cnoe.) 

After the candidate has taken tho obli- 
gation, the person who was chosen judge 
gives his opinion ns follows : The candi- 
date, and the brother who opposed his 
taking the degree, shall approuch each 
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other upon the five points of fellowship, 
and give the Master Mason's word, which 
balances all difficulties. 

History of this Degree. — Masonic 
tradition informs us- that the circum- 
stances upon which tho degree of Three 
Kings was founded, are briefly these : 
At the dedication of the Temple, King 
Solomon invited all the eastern Kings 
and Princes to attend and assist in the 
ceremonies. It so happened that two of 
the kings were at war. Solomon re- 
peatedly attempted to effect a reconcilia- 
tion between them, but to no purpose ; 
whereupon ho wisely determined to effect 
by forco what ho could not by argument. 
IIo therefore invited them into a small 
apartment in the Temple, locked the 
door, and left them to meditate in silence, 
telling them that whenever they settled 
their difficulties and agreed to livo In 
poaco, they would be liberated, and un- 
til that time tboy would bo shut up In to- 
tal darkness, and kept on bread and wa- 
ter. The next day King Solomon went 
in to see them, aud inquired if they had 
agreed. They informed him they had 
not, neither was thcro a probability they 
wonliL King Solomon again left them, 
and on tho next day went In as before, 
nnd received a like answer. On tho third 
day he wont in, when they informed him 
they had agreed. . 

King Solomon advancing towards them, 
holding in each hand a lighted taper, said 
— If you can agreo iu the dark, yon can 
lu tho light, bowing at the same time. 



This, then, is the sign in this degree, 
viz. : Holding your arms out straight 
from your body, with a caudle in each 
hand. Alludes to the penalty, crucifixion. 

The watch-word, and the word of cau- 
tion is Agreed. 



KNIGHTS OP THE RED CROSS. 

The history of this degree is briefly S3 
follows : After the death of Cyrus, King 
of Persia, who had ordered the rebuild- 
ing of the Temple at Jerusalem, the ene- 
mies of the Jews found means to pre- 
vent the progress of that glorious under- 
taking, and the work upon it censed. 
Zerubbabrl. a prince of Jndah, and a 
personal friend of Darius, the new king, 
thereupon resolved to mako his way 
through the Persian dominions to the 
capital, to obtain an interview with Da- 
rius. and persuade him to direct that tho 
work on the Temple should bo continued 
to completion. Notwithstanding the dan- 
gers of tho Journey, ho made it success- 
fully, obtained the desired Interview, nnd 
Darius not only accorded permission to 
rebuild tho city and Temple of Jorusu- 
lem, but ho restored to the Jews all the 
holy vessels remaining at Babylon shico 
the destruction of tho first Templo. Be- 
ing desirous also of perpetuating a re- 
membrance of this renewal of his friend- 
ship with Zembbnbcl, Darius then in- 
stituted a now Order called Order of the 
Knights of tho East, tho name of which 
was subsequently altered to Knights of 
the Red Cross, in Palestine— tho banner 
of the Knights having a red cross con- 
spicuously upon it 

The Council chamber of this degree Is 
arranged as follows : 

The Sovereign Master sits on a throne 
in the east ; and above it is suspended a 
green banner, with a red cross in tls 
centre, and also a triple triangle ; under- 
neath are arranged other emblems of the 
Order. On his right sits the Chancellor, 
and the Prelate, and on his left, is the 
Master of the Palace. On the right and 
left in front of the throne are the Treas- 
urer and Secretary, who in this degree 
are called Master of Finances and Mas- 
ter of Dispatches. Past Sovereign Mas- 
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ten who may bo present usually sit at 
the right of the Prelate. 

The Standard Bearer sits in the west, 
at the end of the room opposite to the 
throne. At his right sits the Sword 
Bearer, and the Warder sits on his left 
The duties of tho several officers are 
fully detailed in opening the ConnciL 

At the sound of the trumpet the line is 
Jbrmed on the left from east to west, with 
t!ie Master of Cavalry on the right to- 
wards the throne, and Master of Infantry 
on the loft 

Master of Cavalry to Warder— Sir 
Knight Warder, when a Council of Red 
Cross Knights is about to he opened, 
what is the first duty 1 

Warder — To see that tho Sentinels are 
at their respective posts, and the Council 
chamber duly guarded. 

Master of Cavalry — Attend to that 
part of your duty, and inform the Cap- 
tain of tho Guards that we are about to 
open a Council of Red Cross Knights for 
tho dispatch of bualuess. 

The Warder goes and stations the 
Guard (Tyler) and returns to his post 

Warder to Master of Cavalry— Sir 
Knight, the Sentinels are at their re- 
spective posts, aud the Council chamber 
Is duly guarded. 

Master of Cnvalnr— Are all presont 
Knights of the Red Cross T 

Wardor— All prescut aro true Red 
Cross Knights. 

Master of Cavalry— Attention, Sir 
Knights ; haudle sword ; draw sword ; 
carry sword. You will count yourselves 
into first and second divisions, beginning 
on the right. 

Tho Knights count themselves into 
two divisions, as follows : The first one 
says First, tho second one Second, third 
one First, fourth one Second, fifth one 
First, sixth one Second, and so on all 
through the line. The persons who 
counted First, aro the first division, aod 
those who counted Sccoud are the second 
division. 

Master of Cavalry— Attention, first di- 
vision ; you will form a line three paces 
f j front — forward, march 

Those of the first division step three 
Ipaces in front of the line. 

Master of Cavalry — Halt ! — to the right 
about — face. 

The first division faces the second, and 
Master of Cavalry takes his station on 
the right of it. 

Master of Cavalry to Master of In- 
fautry — Sir Knight, you will inform our 
Sovereign Master that the lines are form- 
ed for inspection and review. 


The Master of Infantry, accompanied 
by the Sword Bearer aud Warder, gees 
up in front aDd informs the Sovereign 
Master that the lines are formed, wotting 
his pleasure. 

As the Sovereign Master rises, the 
trumpet sounds. He paaseB down be- 
tween the two divisions uncovered, in- 
structing the first as he goes, and the 
second on his return. 

Master of Cavalry — Recover arms : 
poise arms. 

Sovereign Master, with Chancellor aud 
Prelate on his right, nnd Master of Pal- 
ace on his left, form a line across from 
the right of tho second to the front of the 
first division. 

Sovereign Master says— Attention, Sir 
Knights : give your attention to the sev- 
eral signs of Masonry. As I do, so <lo 
you. 

Tho signs arc now given from Entered 
Apprentice up to, and including those of 
Select Master. 

Sovereign Master says— Attention, Sir 
Knights : handle sword : draw sword : 
Sir Knights, you will attend to giving llio 
signs of the Red Cross degreo. 

Sovereign Master says to Chancellor— 
Attention, Sir Knight, [Chancellor luces 
him amd recovers sword :} advance and 
communicate the Jewish Pass, This is 
given with three cuts, over an arch of 
steel, as follows : Master and Chaa ci llor 
bring their swords to a recover, advar.co 
with the right foot, and at tho same time 
clash tholr swords together with some 
violence. This is tho first cut. They 
then cut one and four as in Infantry exor- 
cise, holding their swords together nt cut 
four, and then stepping forward w ith tho 
left foot, each raises his left hand and 
seizes tho other by the shoulder, their no- 
sation being u iu the engraving. 
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Chancellor says — J udah. 

Sovereign Master — B enjamin. 

Chaucellor — B enjamin. 

Sovereign Master — J udah. 

They then resume their former posi- 
tions, and the Sovereign Master pauses a 
l; >raent, and thon turns to Chancellor. 

Sovereign Master to Chancellor — The 
Nr jrd is right: you will receive it from 
S.r Knight on your right 

Chancellor to Knight on his right — At- 
tention, Sir Knight, [Knight faces him:] 
advance aud communicate the Jewish 
Pass. 

The pass is communicated in the Bamo 
way as by the Chancellor to the Master, 
before described. 

Sir Knight, who has thus communi- 
cated the pass, makes the same demand 
from the Knight on his right, and ho 
from the next, and ro on until it reaches 
the Master of Cavalry on the right of the 
first division. 

Meantime the Sovereign Master de- 
mands and receives the Jewish pass In 
the same manner from the Mastor of the 
Palaco on his left ; the Master of tho 
Palace demands and receives it from Sir 
Knight at his left, tho Knight from his 
neighbor ou the left, and so on, until it 
roaches the Master of Infantry at the 
left of tho second division. 

Master of Infantry says— Attention, Sir 
Knight Master of Cavalry : advanco and 
communicate the Jewish Pass. 

Both Masters advanco to the centre of 
tho space betweon the two divisions, 
whou the Master of Cavalry communi- 
cates tho pass in the same mauner as be- 
fore described, and returns to his post. 

Mastor of Infantry (standing lu centre) 
— Sovereign Master, I have the Jewish 
Pass. 

Sovereign Master — Sir Kulght, you 
will advanco and communicate it 

Master of Infantry advances towards 
Sovereign Master, and when within three 
paces, brings hia sword ton recover, and 
communicates the pass in the manner be- 
fore described. 

Sovereign Master — Tho word has come 
■P right. Attention, Sir Knight— to the 
(‘ght about face— to your post— march 1 

Master of Infantry goes to hia post on 
* ho left of second division. 

Sovereign Master (inraing to his left) 
— Attention, Sir Knight, Master of the 
Palace. Advance and communicate the 
Persian Pass. , 

Master of Palace and Sovereign Master 
meet with drawn swords, and cut, as in 
infantry exercise, two, one, four, two, and 
the word is given under an arch of steel, 


seizing each other by the shoulder, as in 
the engraving. 



Master of Palace— T etna I. 

Sovereign Master— SllETHARBOiNA*. 

Master of Palace— S hethaRBOXNaJ. 

Sovereign Master— TKTNAL 

They then resume their places. 

Sovereign Master to Master of Palac* 
—Tho word Is right : you will roccivo it 
from Sir Knight on your left. 

Tho Master of tho Palaco demands and 
receives the pass iu tho tamo manner 
from the Knight on his left, this Knight 
from the next one, and so on down to 
tho Mastor of Infantry. 

Meantime the Sovereign Master re- 
ceives it from tho Chancellor on his 
right, and tho Chaucellor from tho Kulght 
on his right, and so it posses down tho 
division line to tho Master of Cavalry. 

Master of Cavalry says — Attention, Sir 
Knight Master of Infantry : advance aud 
communicate the Persian Pass. 

The two 8 top out in tho centre of the 
space, as before, when the pass is given, 
and the Master of Infantry returns to his 
post. 

Master of Cavalry to Sovereign Mas* 
ter— Most Illustrious, I have tho Persian 
Pass. . 

Sovereign Master— Sir Knight, you 
will advance and communicato it. 

Master of Cavalry advances within 
three paces of Sovereign Master, and 
then gives tho Persian Pass as described. 

Sovereign Master— The pass Is right. 
Attention, Sir Knight — to the right about 
face— to your post — march ! 

Master of Cavalry goes to his pest on 
fbc right of the first division. 
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vision: you will advance and comranm- uonnces the word L.1BERTAJ 
jate to the second division the Red Cross of the first division replies, 
Word. right ” 

The Knights of the first division ad- 
«anco as directed, and each gives the S 

word to his opposite companion, as fol- Xv 

lows : /2L_ 

Give the cuts one, two and four, as in 
infantry exercise, and step forward with J\J 

the left foot, placing it side by side, paral- 
lei with the left foot of your companion ; 

at the same time seize each other by the 1 X*"' 

right shoulder, and draw back your \ <1 

sword with a quick, threatening motion, ), I l|l[ 

as thongh you intended to stab vour com- / L 

pan ion to the heart : then he of the first / t\\ X 

division whispers Veritas, and he of the / / A 

■econd division answers, RIGHT. I K \ / 


a Sovereign Master — Sir Knlgh**, you 

will form around the altar lor the pur- 
pose of opening this Council of Rod Cross 
Knights. 

The Sovereign Master takes his seat on 
the throne, with his officers each side, 
whilo the M listers of Cavalry and In- 
fautrv form their divisions round the al- 
tar, racing inward. 

Sovereign Master says— Attention, Sir 
Knights : to the right about, face — de- 
posit swords. 

Knights take ofT tbclr swords. 

They then step back with the left foot, Sovereign Mastei^Deposit helmets, 
and bring up the right. Knights obey. 

Sovereign Muster— Attention, second Sovereign Master—' To the right about, 
division : you will advance and comma- face— to your devotions, 
nicate to tho first division the sign, grip Tho Knights all kneel round the altar, 
and word of a Red Cross Knight. each on his loft knee : they thou cross 

The Knights all advance towards each their arms and each Interlaces lus fingers 
other, as did the Sovereign Master and with his right and left hand companion. 
Chancellor when giving the Jewish Pass, They then all repeat the Lord’s prayer, 
<pago 98.) aud meet on the guard, or first after which each Knight whispers the 
cut, clashing their swords together. Each word VERITAS in the ear of his left hand 
then raises hia left hand, places the thumb companion. 

end fore finger against his lips, the other Sovereign Master says— Attention, S f 
fingers spread open towards the left eye Knights ; [all the Knights rise upon the* 
Jn a similar position to the hand of a per- feet :J to the right about, face— recovif 
son who is giving a blast with a horn, helmets. 

Carry off the hand in a horizontal direc- The Knights take their helmets, 
tiou to the left, till It sweeps a soml-cir- Sovereign Master— Recover sworttt : 
cle, then drop it by your aide: then give [Knights take their swords :j return, 
three other cuts, viz., one, four, two, as swords : to your posts, march I 
in infantry exercise, advance, and place Each one now takes his proper place, 
your left foot by the side of your com- when the Sovereign Master addresses 
ponWs, interlace the fingers of the left some one Knight, chosen for the purpose, 
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as to the station and duties of the officers 
of the Council, as follows : 

Sovereign Master — Sir Knight, are you 
a Knight of the Red Cross T 

Knight— That is my profession. 

Sovereign Master— By what will you 
bo tried? 

Knight — By tho test of truth. 

Sovereign Master— Why by the Ust of 
truth ? 

Knight — Because none but good men 
and true, are entitled to the honors of 
the Order. 

Sovereign Master — Where did you re- 
ceive tho honors ? 

Knight — lu a Just and regular Council 
of Knights of the Red Cross. 

Sovereign Master — What number com- 
pose a Council ? 

Knight — There is an indispensable 
number, and a constitutional number. 

Soverelgu Master — What is tho indis- 
pensable number! 

Knight— Three. 

Sovereign Master— Undor what circum- 
stances are they authorized to form a 
Council of Knights of the Ited Cross ? 

Knight — Throe Knights of the Red 
Cross, beiug also Knights Tomplars, and 
hulling from three different coinmando- 
rles, may, under the sanction of a war- 
rant or charter from a Grand Encamp- 
ment, form and open a Council of Rod 
Cross Knights, for dispatch of business. 

Sovereign Master— Wbat Is the consti- 
tutional number ? 

Knight— Five, sovou, nine, eleven, or 
more. 

Sovereign Master — When composed of 
cloven, of whom does it consist! 

Knight— Sovereign Master, Chancellor, 
Master of Palace, Prelate, Master of 
Cavalry, Master of Infantry, Master of 
Finance, Master of Dispatches, Standard 
Bearer, Sword Bearer, and Warder. 

Sovereign Master — Warder’s station iu 
tho Council ? 

Knight— On tho left of tho Standard 
Bearer in tho west 

Sovereign Master — Ilia duty there ? 

Knight— To announce the approach of 
f o Sovereign Master, to see that the Sen- 
1 ;e!s aro at their respective posts, and 
1 .o Council chamber duly guarded. 

Sovereign Master — Sword Bearer’s sta- 
tion ? 

Knight— On tho right of tho Standard 
Bearer in the west. 

Sovereign Master — Hia duty there ? 

Knight — To assist in the protection of 
the banuers of our Order , to watch all 
signals from the Sovereign Master, and 
mo his orders duly executed. 


Sovereign Master — Standard Bearer’s 
station ! 

Knight — In the west 

Sovereign Blaster — His duty there 1 

Knight — To display, support, and pro 
tect the banners of our Order. 

Sovereign Master — Why is tho Stand- 
ard Bearer’s station in the west? 

Knight — That the brilliant rays of tho 
rising sun, shedding their lustro upon tho 
banners of our Order, may encourago 
and animate all true and courteous 
Knights, and dismay and confound tlieli 
enemies. 

Sovereign Master — Station of Master 
of Dispatches ? 

Knight — In front of the Master of the 
Palace. 

Sovereign Matter — His duty ? 

Knigbl— To observe with attention the 
transactions of the Council; to keep a 
just and regular record thereof, collect 
the revenue, and pay the same over to 
the Master of Finance. 

Sovereign Master — Stntion of Master 
of Finance ? 

Knight— In front of the Chancellor. 

Sovereign Blaster— His duty T 

Knight— To receive in cliargo tho funds 
and property of the Council, pay nil or- 
ders drawn upon tho Treasurer, and l ol- 
der a just and regular account when call- 
ed for. 

Sovereign Blaster— Station of the Mas 
ter of Infantry ! 

Kuight — On the left of the second di- 
vision, when separately formed ; on tho 
left of the whole, when formed iu lino. 

Sovereign Master— His duty ? 

Knight — To command the second divi- 
sion or line of Infantry, teach them their 
duty and cxerche ; also to prepare all can- 
didates, attend them ou their Journey, an- 
swer all questions for them, mid finally 
Introduce them into tho Council chamber. 

Sovereign Master — Station of Master 
of Cavalry ! 

Kuight — On the right of the first divi- 
sion. when separately formed, and on tho 
right of the whole, when formed in line. 

Sovereign Blaster — Hia duty ! 

Knight — To command tho first division 
or line of cavalry, tench them their duty 
and exercise , to form tho avenue for tho 
reception and departure of the Sovereign 
Blaster, and prepare tho lincB for inspec- 
tion and review. 

Sovereign Master— Prelate’s station ? 

Knight— On tho right of the Chancellor. 

Sovereign Master — His duty ? 

Knight — To preside in the Royal Arch 
Council ; administer at the altar ; to offer 
up prayers and adorations to the Deity. 
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Sovereign Master — Station of Master 
of the Palace ? 

Knight — On the left of the Sovereign 
Master in the east. 

Sovereign Master— His duty ? 

Knight— To see that the proper offi- 
cers make all due preparations for the 
several meetings of the Council ; to take 
special care that the Council chamber is 
in suitable array for the reception of can* 
dictates, and dispatch of business ; to re- 
ccivo and communicate all orders issued 


by the Sovereign Master through the of- 
ficers of the line. 

Sovereign Master— Chancellor’s sta- 
tion ? 

Knight — On the right of the Sovereign 
Master. 

Sovereign Master— His duty t 

Knight — To receive and communicate 
all orders and petitions, to assist the Sov. 
ereign Master in the discharge of his va* 
nous duties, and In his absence to preside 
in the CouncIL 
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Sovereign Master— Sovereign Master’s 
Itation ? 

Knight — In the east. 

Sovereign Master— His duty ! 

Knight— To preside in the Grand Conn- 
lU ; confer this Order of Knighthood upon 
(hose whom his Council may approve ; to 
preserve inviolate the laws and constitu- 
tion of our Order * to dispense justice, 
reward merit, eucom-agc truth, and dif- 
fuso the sublime principles of universal 
bjuevolence. 

Sovereign Master— Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor, it is mv will and pleasure that a 
Council of Knights of tho Red Cross be 
now opened, and stand open for the dis- 
patch of such business as may regularly 
come beforb it at this time, requiring all 
Sir Knights now assembled, or who may 
como at tills time, to govern themselves 
according to the sublime principles of our 
Order. 

Chancellor to Master of Palace — Sir 
Knight, it is the will and pleasure of our 
Sovereign Master that a Council of 
Knights of the Rad Cross be now opened 
for tho dispatch of busluoss. Yon will 
communicate it to the Sir Knights, tlmt 
thoy mitv govern themselves accordingly. 

Tho Master of tho Palace addresses the 
Knights in same manner. 

Sovereign Master — Sir Knights, this 
Council is now opened for tho dispatch 
of business. 

Tho chamber Is now divided into two 
apartments by a voli. In some hulls 
throe rooms are made. The King, Chan- 
cellor, and Master of Palace remain in 
their seats, but tho Prcluto goes and sits 
iu n seat prepared for him behind tho al- 
tar, which is in tho outer apartment, 
where ho presides ovor tho Uoyal Arch 
Council. Tho division commanded by 
tho Master of Infuulry is stationed in this 
apartment, tho Knights seating them- 
selves in a somi-circle with thoir hats oil 
Tho division of the Master of Cavalry 
guards tho Connell chamber, and repre- 
sents the Persian Guards, while that In 
tho outer chamber represents the Jewish 
Guards. 

If a candidate is to be advanced to tho 
flegreo of Red Cross Knight, the Master 
>f Infantry goes out Into a side room to 
prepare him, and thou comes aud raps 
Jjre 2 time* three upon the door. 

Warder to Prolate — Most Excellent, 
mere is an alarm at tho dour. 

Prolate — Attend to the alarm, and see 
who comes there. 

Warder goes to the door, raps three 
times throe, opens tho door and says — 
Who eomes there f 


Master of Infantry— A worthy com- 
panion, who has been regularly initiated, 
passed, and raised to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason — advanced to the hon- 
orary degree of Mark Master, presided 
as Master in the chair— has been received 
and acknowledged as Most Excellent 
Master, and exalted to the more august 
sublime degree of Royal Arch Mason- 
now solicits the honor of being created a 
Knight of the Illustrious Order of tbs 
Red Cross. 

Warder — la it of his own free will and 
accord he makes this request f 

Master of Iufantry — It is. 

Warder— la lie worthy and well qual- 
ified t 

Master of Infantry— He ia. 

Warder — Has he made suitable profi- 
ciency in tho preceding degrees I 

Master of Infantry— He has. 

Warder— By what further right and 
benefit does he expect to gain admit- 
tance here t , 

Master of Infantrv— By the benefit or 
a pass ; and with your assistance we will 
give it 

Warder— Advance and give It. 

Tho pass is jAH-UU-LUN, and is now 

S vcu iu saino manner a* the Eoyul Arch 
ord, (page 68.) 

Warder— Tho pass is right : let the can- 
didate wait n time with patience, until 
tho Most Excellent Prelate bo Informed 
of his request, and ids answer returned. 

Tho Warder closes the door and goes 
to the Prelate, who he informs that a 
worthy companion of tho ltoyul Arch is 
craving admittance. 

The Prelate asks tho same question « of 
the Warder that the Warder had asked 
the Master of Infantry, and receives tho 
garao answers relative to tho candidate. 
Prelate— Lot him be admitted. 

Master of Iufantry conducts candidate 
to the centre of the hall, seats him iu u 
chair, aud takes a scat by his side. 

Prelate (addressing candidate)— Com- 
panion, the Council you hero see assem- 
bled, represents tho Grand Council as- 
sembled at Jerusalem iu tho first y<ur of 
Darius, King of Persia, to deliberate 
upon their unhappy situation, and to di.« 
vise means whereby they could obtain 
the favor and assistance of their nev 
sovereign, iu rebuilding the house of tin 
Lord. If yon are desirous of joining u: 
in our deliberations, you must assume 
the name and character of Zorubbabcl, 
one of tho' princes of tho house of J u- 
dah, whose hands laid the foundation of 
tho first Temple, and whose hauds the 
Lord promised 6honld. finish it. 
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Candidate signifies his assent, bowing. 
Prolate — Companions, we will attend 
to a lesson from the records of our fa- 
thers. 

The companions, sitting in a semicir- 


King of Persia hath commanded ns, &c. 
[.See text-book.] 

Master of Infantry (rising and intro 
duciug candidate to Prelate) — Most Ex- 
cellent, in consequence of our sovereign 


cle, as in the engraving, take off their lord Darius the King, having ascended 
hats, drop their elbows on their knees, the throne of Persia, new hopes are in- 
and support their heads, each with his spired of protection and support in the 

right hand. noble and glorious undertaking of re- 

building the House of the Lord, in wldcli 
Jrjto? we have been so long and so often inter- 

Uwk tfrV - 0>v, rupted bv our adversaries on the othef 

&JI side of tie river ; for DariuB, when a 

fe fejaC Y'3 private man in life, made a vow to God, 

that should he over ascend the throne of 
Persia, he would send all the holy vessels 
remaining in Babylon back to Jerusalem. 

-Sfcrf Our most excellent and faithful coiopan- 
ion Zerubbabel, who was formerly honor- 
kJz f jffiGL &[F cd with tho favorable notice aud friend- 

Hf la kil l ship of tho sovereign, now offers his ser- 

JlUlliVr^r CVir vices to encounter the hazardous enter- 

f [uU\ priso of traversing the Persian dominions, 

i - ,- t- — -Qrf and BCe ]<i n g admission to tho presence of 

Or.*} tho sovereign, where tho first favorable 
moment will be seised to remind the king 
of his vow. and Impress on his mind tho 
* almighty force aud importance of truth .- 
aud from his known piety, no doubt cun 
be entertained of obtaining his consent, 

that our enemies bo removed far hence, 

aud that wo bo no longer hindered or lin- 
* v ’ peded in the noble and glorious under- 

Prelate now rends from text book verses taking of rebuilding the House of the 
8 to 11 of Ezra ilL : Lord, in which wo have so laudably eu- 

Now in tho second year of their coming gaged, 
utito the house of God at Jerusalem, iu Prelate— Companion Zerubbabel, the 

tho second month, begun Zcrnbbabcl the Council with great joy accept your noblo 
son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of and gouerous offer, aud will invest you 
Jozadak, and the remnant of their bre- with tho ncccwuiry passports, by tiio 
throu, the priests and the Lcvites, and all menus of which you will bo enabled to 
they that were como out of the captivity mako yourself known to the friends ot 
unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Lo- our cause, wherever you may find them ; 
vitos, from twenty years old and upward, but on entering upon an undertaking ot 
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duty to your country or Maker ; if you 
are willing to proceed, you will repeat 
your Christian and surname, and say af- 
*te r me : 

I, John Smith, of my own free will 
and accord, In tho presence of the Su- 
premo Architect of tho Universe, and 
t'leso witnesses, do hereby and hereon, 
most solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, that I will always hail, forever 
conceal, and never reveal, any of tho 
Bicret arts, parts or points of the myste- 
ries appertaining to this Order of Knight 
of tho Red Cross, unless It bo to a true 
and lawful companion Sir Knight of the 
Order, or within the body of a just and 
lawful Council of tuch; and not unto 
him or them, until by true trial, strict ex- 
amination or lawful Information, I find 
him or them lawfully entitled to receive 
tho same. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, that 
I will answer and obey all duo sigus nnd 
regular summonses, which shall bo sont 
to mo from a regular Council of Knights 
of tho Red Cross, or given to mo from 
the hands of a companion Sir Knight of 
tho Rod Cross, if within tho distauce of 
forty miloa * natural infirmities and una- 
voidable accidents oulv excusing mo. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not bo present at the conferring of 
this Order of Knighthood ttpou nuy per- 
son, unless ho shall have previously regu- 
larly received tho several degrees of En- 
tered Apprentice, Follow Craft, Master 
Mason, Mark Master, Pa-4 Master, Most 
Excellent Master, and Royal Arch de- 
gree, to tho best of my kuowlodgo aud 
belief. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will not assist or bo present at the form- 
ing aud opening of a Council of ICnlghts 
of tho Red Cross, unless there bo present 
ut least five regular Knights of the Order, 
or tho representatives of three different 
Encampments, acting under tho sanction 
of a logal warrant. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will vludicato tho character of a cour- 
t ions Sir Knight of tho Red Crocs, when 
vrongfUlly traduced : that I will help 
1 .n on a lawful occasion in preforenco 
i > any brother of an inferior degree, and 
s> far as truth, honor aud justico may 
warrant. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that 
I will support and maintain the by laws 
of the Council of which I may hereafter 
become a member, the laws nnd regula- 
tions of the Grand Encampment under 
which tho same may be holden, together 
with tho constitution and ordinances of 


tho General Grand Encampment of tho 
United States of America, so far a3 the 
same shall come to my knowledge. 

To all which I do most solemnly pro- 
mise aud swear, biuding myself under no 
less penalty than cf having my house 
torn down, the timbers thereof art up, 
aud I hanged thereon ; and when tho 
last trump shall blow, that I bo forever 
excluded from the society of all true and 
courteous Knights, should I ever wilfully 
or knowingly violate auy part of this so- 
lemn obligation of Knight of the Red 
Cross. So help me God, and keep mo 
steadfast to keep and perform the same. 

The candidate is directed to kiss the 
book, which he does, and then rises. 

Prelate — Companion Zerubbabel, tho 
Master of Infantry will now invest you 
with the Jewish Pass, by means of which 
you will be ablo to make yourself known 
to friends of our causo wherever you may 
find them, and which will insure to you 
their friendship and protection. 

Master of Infantry gives him tho Jew- 
ish Pass, as ou page 5$. 

Prelate (presenting candidate with a 
groen sash) — Companion. 1 now invest 
you with this sash, as a mark of our pe- 
culiar friendship ami esteem : you will 
wear it as a constant memorial to stimu- 
late you to tho performance of every 
duty. Its color is green, and will remind 
you that the memory of him who falls in 
a just and virtuous cause is blessed, and 
will flourish llko tho green bay tree. 
Fare you well, companion ; may success 
attend your enterprise. 

Master of Infantry to candidate — Fol- 
low mo. 

The candidate is (or should be) con- 
ducted through soveral doors into differ- 
ent apartments. On arriving at tho first 
door, and giving the alarm— 

First Guard says— Who comes there ? 

Master of Infantry— A friend. 

Guard — Advance and givo tho pass. 

Mastor of Infantry gives tho Jo wish 
Pass, as on page l»8. 

Candidate is also examined nnd given 
the pass, when they passou to the second 
door, where they are challenged, nud each 
gives tho pass in tho samo manner. 

They now approach the third door, 
which is open, and beforo it is placed a 
little frame In imitation of au arched 
bridge. 

Master of Infantry — Companion, xve 
have now arrived in sight of tho Per- 
sian dominions: I can accompany you 
no further. This bridge you see here, 
over which yon have to pass alone, sepa- 
rates the Jewish from the Persian d*, 
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minions. Fare yon well; may success 
attend yonr enterprise. 

Candidate walks over the bridge, gives 
an alarm, and is accosted by a guard. 

Guard— Who comes there ? 

Candidate gives three cuts with his 
sword, aud advances to give the Jewish 
Pass : guard throws up candidate’s 
sword : caudidatc whispers Judah. 

Guard (as if not understanding him) — 
What? 

Candidate (louder) — J udah I 

Guard (looking sternly)— What ? 

Candidate (very loud)— J udah ! 

Guard — An enemy I an enemy I seize 
him I 

The guards lay hold of the candidate, 
disarm him aud divest him of his green 
sash : hand-cuffs and fetters are put on 
his bauds aud foot: these aro made of 
chains of four parts, each about eighteen 
Indies long, fastened in the middle : at 
the ends aro rings like hand cuffs, which 
aro fastened around the ankles and wrists 
with bolts. 

Mnster of Infantry (coming forward as 
prompter to candidate)— Why do you uso 
this violence? Why treat mo thus? I 
am no enemy : I am a princo of the house 
of Judah, and demand an audienco with 
your sovereign. 

Master of Cavalry (acting os Captain 
of Persian Guards)— You a prince of the 
house of Judah I You are my slavo, and 
you can only appear In tho presence of 
our sovereign as such. Do you yield 
yourself? 

Candidate (instructed) after a pause — 
I consent to be your slavo: taice me be- 
fore your king. 

Master of Cavalry puts a sackcloth 
over caudidato’s head, and leads kirn to 
the door of the Couucil chamber, where 
ho raps four times two, 

Tho Warder, who at this time is in the 
Council chamber, draws the curtains 
apart in the centre, and demands — Who 
comes there ? 

Master of Cavalry— A detachment of 

his majesty's guards, having made pris- 
oner of one, who says he is a prince of 
tho house of Judah. 

Warder— Where is he from? 

Master of Infantry— From Jerusalem. 

Warder—' What Is his name 7 

Master of Infantry— Zernbbabel, the 
first among his equals, a Mason, free by 
rank, but a captive and slavo by mis- 
fortune. 

Warder— What docs lie desire ? 

Master of Infantry — An audience with 
his majesty, if possible. 

Warder— Wait with patience, and the 


Sovereign Master will soon return his 

orders. 

Warder returns and reports to the 
Sovereign Master the tame that hat pass- 
ed at the veil. 

Sovereign Master— Having ascertained 
that he is armed with no hostile weapon, 
you may lot him enter. 

Warder returns and inquires — Is ho 
armed with any hostile weapon ? 

Master of Cavalry— He is not. 

Warder — He has the sovereign’s per- 
mission to enter the Council chamber. 

The veil or curtain is now parted in 
the middle, aud the candidate is conduct- 
ed before the Sovereign Master, guarded 
on his right by tho Master of Cavalry, 
with drawn sword, and on his left by 
Master of Infantry. 

Sovereign Master to Council, on seeing 
him enter — This is no enemy, but a friend 
and companion of my youth. 

Sovereign Master to candidate— Zerub- 
babel, having now gained admittance into 
our presence, we demand tlmt you Imme- 
diately declare the particular motives 
which induced you, without our permis- 
sion, and with force aud arms, to puss the 
lines of our dominions ? 

Master of Infantry (nnsweriug for can- 
didate)— Sovereign Master, the tears and 
complaints of my companions at Jorum- 
lem, who have been so long and so often 
impeded in the noble and glorious under* 
taking in which they were permitted 1o 
engage by our late Sovereign Lord Cyrus 
the King; v ~‘ • - ‘ • 


0 , but our enemies having made 

that gnat work to cease by force aud 
power, I have now come up to Implore 
your majesty’s clemency, that you would 
be pleased to restore me to favor, and 
grant me employment among the servants 
of your household. 

.Sovereign Master— Zorubbabcl, I hove 
often reflected with much pleasure upon 
oar early Intimacy and friendship, and I 
have frequently heard, with great satis- 
faction, of your fame as a wise and ac- 
complished Mason, and having myself a 
profound veneration for that ancient and 
honorable institution, and having a sin- 
cere desire to become a member of the 
same, I will this moment grant your ro- j 
quest, on condition that you wifi reveal 
to mo the secrets of Free Masonry, which 
distinguish tho architects of the Jews from 
those of all other nations. 

Master of Infantry (for candidate)— 
Sovereign Master, when our Grand Mas- 
ter Solomon, King of Israel, first insti- 
tuted tho Fraternity of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, ho taught us that truth 
was a divine attribute, and the founda- 
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tlon of every virtue : to be good and true 
is the first lesson wo are taught iu Ma- 
sonry. My engagements are sacred and 
inviolable ; I cannot rovenl our secrets. 
It’ I can obtain your Majesty’s favor ODly 
at the expense of ray integrity, I humbly 
bog leave to decline your royal protec- 
tion, and will cheerfully subnut to an 
honorable exile, or a glorious death. 

Sovereign Master — Zerubbabel, your 
virtue and integrity are truly commend- 
able, and your fidelity to your engage- 
ments is worthy of imitation ; from this 
moment you arc free — my guards will 
divest you of those chains aud that garb 
of slavery, and clothe you in suitable ha- 
biliments to attend mo at tho banquet 
hall. Zerubbabel, you are free : guards, 
strike otf those chains ; aud may those 
embloms of slavery never again disgrace 
tho hands of a Mason, more particularly 
a prince of tho house of Judah ; Zerub- 
babel, wo assign you a seat of rank and 
honor amoug the princes aud rulers of 
our assombly. 

While this conversation with the So- 
vereign Master has been passing in tho 
Council, the Sir Knights prepare a bau- 
; quet (refreshments) in tho other room. 

Warder to Sovereign Master— Wo aro 
ready, Most Illustrious, to escort you to 
the banquet hall. 

The Sovereign Master and his officers 
now pass out between two lines of Sir 
Knights, accompanied by candidate. — 
Sovereign Master sits at the head of tho 
table, Chancellor ou his right, Master of 
Palace on his left; ou tho right of tho 
Chancellor sits Zerubbabel and Muster of 
Infantry. The Knights being all seated 
at tho table, commcuce eating aud drink- 
ing. After having participated lu the re- 
freshments for ton or fifteen minutes, the 
Sir Knights beglu to withdraw, one by 
ono, until they have all left but tho offi- 
cers and candidate. 

Sovereign Mastor— It has been the cus- 
tom, from time immemorial, among tho 
Lings and sovereigns of this realm, on 
uccasions like this, to propose certain 
questions : and ho who should bo found 
to give too most satisfactory answer, 
ihould bo clothed In purple, drink In a 
golden cup, wear a silken tiara, and a 
golden chain about his neck. There has 
a question occurred to my mind, which I 
will propose for discussion, viz. : Which 
is the greatest, the strength of wine, of 
tho king, or of women? 

Chancellor (rising)— Sovereign Master, 
I think wine is the strongest. 

Mastor of Palace — Sovereign Master, I 
think the king is the strongest. 


Master of Infantry (speaking for can. 
didatc)— Sovereign Master, I think wo- 
men are stronger ; but above all things, 
truth beareth the victory. 

Sovereign Master to candidate — Com- 
panion Zerubbabel, you have made a 
very important addition to the question, 
wliich needs further consideration : it be- 
ing late at night, we will retire. To-moiv 
row yon will assemble in the Counc.l 
chamber to hear the question debated. 

Master of Cavalry— Attention, Sir 
Knights : you will form an avenue to es- 
cort the Sovereign Master and hiH com- 
panion Zerubbabel to tho Council cham- 
ber. 

The lines are formed as before, and tho 
Sovereign Master aud his officers, ac- 
companied by candidate, return to their 
seats iu CouuciL 

After a pause (until next day) the So- 
vereign Master says — Sir Kuight, 1 will 
now hear from each his defence of Iho po- 
sition taken last evening iu certain ques- 
tions proposed by rao in accordance with 
the ancient custom. Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor, yours first. 

Chancellor (rising)— O yo princes and 
rulers, how exceeding strong is wine r It 
causeth all mon to err that drink it : it 
maketh tho mlud of the king and tho 
beggar to bo all one ; of tho bondtuan and 
the freeman, of the poor man and of tho 
rich ; it turneth, also, every thought into 
Jollity aud mirth, so that a man reinem- 
bereth neither sorrow nor debt; itchang- 
oth and cluvatcth the spirits, and enliven- 
eth the heavy hearts of the miserable. It 
makotli a man forget his brethren, nnd 
draw his sword against his best frieuds. 
O ye princes aud rulers, is not wine tho 
strongest, that forcctU us to do those 
things ? 

Sovereign Master— Sir Kuight Master 
of the Palace, wo will now hear your 
defence. 

Master of Palace — It is beyond dis- 
pute, O princes aud rulers, that Ood ltns 
made man master of all things under the 
sun ; to command them, to make use of 
them, and apply them to his Bervico ns 
he pleases : but whereas men 'Jave only 
dominion over other sublunary creatures 
kings have an authority even over in q 
themselves, and a right of ruling them 
by will aud pleasure. Now, he that ia 
master of those who are masters of all 
things else, hath no earthly thing above 
him. 

Sovereign Master — We will now hear 
you. my friend, ZerubbabeL 

Master of Infantry (for candidate) — O 
princes and rulers, the force of wine ia 
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not to bo denied ; neither is that of kings, that truth is a divine attribute, and shall 
that unites so many men in one common prevail, and shall for ever flourish in Ira- 
allegiance ; but the 6upor-eraiuency of mortal green. I will now confer on you 
women is yet above all this; for kings the highest honor in our power lit this 
are but the gilts of women, and they are time to bestow, and will create you the 
also the mothers of those that cultivate first Knight of an Order, instituted for 
our vineyards. Women have the power the express purpose of inculcating the 
to make us abandou our very country almighty force and importance of truth, 
and relations, and many times to forget Sovereign Master then directs the con- 
the best friends we have in the world, didate to kneel, which he docs, 
and forsake all other comforts, to live Sovereign Master— By virtue of th* 
and die with them. But when all is said, high power in me vested, as the kucccs 
neither they, nor wine, nor kings, are aor and representative of Darius, King 
comparable to the almighty force of of Persia, I now constitute and create 
truth. As for all other things, they arc you a Knight of tho illustrious Order of 
mortal and transient ; but truth alono is the lied Cross. (Lays tho blade of his 
unchangeable and everlasting; tho bene- sword first upon the right shoulder, tlu.n 
fits we receive from it are subject to no upon the left, and then upon the head of 
variations or vicissitudes of tlmo and for* the candidate.) 
tune. In her, judgment is no unright- Sovereign Master (taking candidate by 
eousness.andshois the Wisdom, Strength, the hand)- -This sword, of which you 
Beauty, Power, and Maiosty of all ages, was deprived by my guards, I now with 
Blessed bo the God of Truth. pleasure restore to you, in the hand of a 

Sovereign Master and companions then true and courteous Knight. It Is cn 
exclaim— Great is truth, and mighty dovred with three most excellent quail- 
abovo all things. ties: Its hilt with Faith, its blade with 

Sovereign Master then says — Zerubba- Hope, and its point with Charity ; which 
bel, ask what thou wilt, and I will glvo teaches this important lesson, that when 
thee ; because thou are fouud tho wisest wo draw our swords in a Just and virtu- 
-Jmong thy companions. ous cnusc, having faith in God, wo may 

Master of Infantry (for candidate) — O reasonably hopo for victory, ever remain* 
king, remember thy vow which thou beriug to extend the hand of charily to 
hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the a fallen foe. Take it, and return it to 
day when thou shouldst come to thy its scabbard, and there let it remain until 
kingdom, and to rostoro tho holy vessels it is consumed by rust, rather than to 
which were taken away out of Jerusa- draw it in tho causo of injustico and op- 
lorn. Thou hast also vowed to build up presslon. 

tho Temple which was burned, when Ju Tho Sovereign Master now instructs 
dah was made desolate by the Chaldees, candidate in tho Persian Pass and ccun- 
Aud now, O king, this is that I desire of tersigu, under the arch of steel, (pago flfl,) 
thco, that thou make good the vow, the then invests him with tho Red Cross 
performance whereof with Uiino own Word, Veritas, (pago ICO,) then with 
mouth thou hast vowed to tho Kino of the grand sign, grip uud word of Knight 
HKAVKN. of the Red Cross, as follows: The grand 

Sovereign Master — Zerubbabcl, it shall sign is given by bringing the thumb uud 
do done. 1 will punctually fulfil my vow : finger of the left hand to the mouth, and 
letters and passports shall be immediate- carrying it off in an oblique direction, as 
ly issued to my officers throughout the though you were blowing a trumpet— the 
realm, and they shall give you aud those grip is given by interlacing tho fingers of 
who accompany you, safe conveyance to the left hands— the word is LirertaS. 
Jerusalem, and you shall be no longer The sign, grip aud word 1 b given under 
hindered or impeded in rebuilding your the arcli of steel. (See pnge 100. J 
city and Temple, until they shall be com- The Sovereign Master explains to can- 
pic ted. didate that the grand sign alludes to the 

The Sovereign Master then invests the blowing of tbe trumpet upon tho walls 
candidate with a green sash, and says— and watch-towers of tho Council, but 
This green sash, of which you were de- more particularly to that part of tho 
prived by my guards, I now with plea- obligation which says that “when tho 
sure restore to yon, and will make it one last trump shall sound, 1 shall bo for 
of the insignia of a new Order, calculated ever excluded from tho society of all 
to perpetuate the remembrance of the true aud faithful Sir Knights,’’ &c. 
event which caused the renewal of our This ends the initiation, and the Coun- 
friendship. Its color will remind you i cil is now dosed with a lecture. 
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The trumpet sounds, and the Knights 
resume their atatioua as at the opening. 

Thu Sovereign Master begins the lec- 
ture by questioning one of the Sir Knights 
selected for the purpose as to his being a 
true Knight of the Red Cross, the man- 
ner of his recoption into the Illustrious 
Order,- &c. The questions and answers 
are a repetition of the initiation into this 
degree, and the lecture Is given to perfect 
cnch Knight in his part. The Council is 
then closed as follows : 

Sovereign Master — Sir Knight Chan- 
cellor. it is my will and pleasure that this 
Council of Knighta of the Red Cross be 
now closed. 

The Chaucellor communicates this to 
the Master of the Palace, who in turn 
proclaims to the Sir Knights that the 
Council 1 b closed. 



ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 

Throe Knights Templars, from three 
different Comraandcries, may form an 


SwoYd Bearer, on his right, and on the 
right of the Third Division. 

Warder, on the left of the Standard 
Bearer, and left of the Third Division. 

In front c-f the throne is a triangle, as 
In the engraving, and above it is suspend- 
ed a banner with a cross surmounted by 
rays of light. On each side are sky-blue 
banners — that on the right having on t 
the paschal lamb and a Maltese croriv 
with the motto “ The Will of God,” ai d 
the other having emblems of the Order 
upon it. 

The Knights are usually dressed in 
black, and wear black velvet sashes trim- 
med with silver lace. The sash hangs 
from a black rose on tho right shoulder 
across to the loft side, and suspended to 
it is a poinard. or small dirk, and a Mal- 
tese cross. On the left breast is worn a 
nine-pointed star, having in its centre a 
cross and serpent of gold surmounted by 
a circle on which is engraved " In In c 
signo vinces.” Tho npron is of black 
velvet, trimmed with silver laco. It is of 
triangular form, and has on it a cross 
with a serpent entwined thereon, and a 
skull end cross-bones, and stars arranged 
in the triangular form, with tho red crots 
in the ccntro of each. 

The erganiration is somewhat similar 
to the opening of a Council in tho Ri d 
Cross Degree, except that tho Knights 
Templars are counted off into three di 
visions, tho third one stationed across tho 
end of the boll in front of the Standard 
Bearer in tho west, and tho other two 
formed down from tho bare cf tho tri- 
angle. After the Kuights hnve formed 
the lines, the Senior Warden addresses 


Encampment : but the constitutional j the Wnrdcr ns follows: 
number Is not less than seven, and eleven ~ • - w_ ~’ *“ 

la tho required number to form n regular 
Encampment. Tho officers are named 
and stationed as follows : 

Most Eminent Grand Commander, seat- 
ed on a throne In the east 

Generalissimo, seated at the right of 
the throne. 

Captain General, seated on the left. 

Prelate, on the right of General issimo. 

Treasurer, on the right, in front of 
Generalissimo. 

Recorder, on tho left, in front of the 
Captain General. 


npcam ueoerai. »* 

.Senior Warden, at the north west angle Templars. 

a A . I 1 n « tl A • - 1 


Senior Warden— Sir Knight Warder, 
you will inform the Captain of the Guards 
that wc are al»out to open a Council of 
Knights Templars, for the dispatch of 
business, and direct that ho will station 
the Sentinels at their respective posts, 
and sco that the Couucil is duly guarded. 

Warder goes out, and returns and says : 

Warder to Senior Warden — Sir Knight, 
tho Sentinels are at their posts, and v.a 
are duly guarded. 

Senior Warden— Arc all present Knigl.ii 
Templars t 

Warder — All present are true Kuiglils 


of the triangle, and on the left of the 
Second Division. 

Junior Warden, at the south west angle 
of tho triangle, aud on tho right of the 
First Division. 

Standard Bearer Is stationed in the 
west, holding his standard aloft 


Senior Warden then instructs Juuior 
Warden, who informs the Most Eminent 
Grand Commander that the Council it* 
duly guarded, the lines formed, and that 
the* Sir Knights await his pleasure. 

Grand Commander inspects tho Lines, 
and then returns to his seat. 
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Grand Commander— Attention, Sir 
Knights : you will now give the signs. 

All the signs in Masonry are given by 
each Knight, from Entered Apprentice 
np to those of Red Cross Knights. 

The signs in this degree are then given 
in detail, as explained hereafter. 

Grand Commander — Attention, Sir 
Knights : you will form around the altar, 
for the purpose of opening this Council 
of Knights Templars. 

The Knights kneel around the altar, 


and the proceedings of opening are simV 
lar to those in a Council of Red Cross 
Knights. After all is ready, the Grand 
Commander says : 

Grand Commander — Sir Knights, this 
Council of Knights Templars is now 
open for the dispatch of business, and 
you will govern yourselves according to 
the sublime principles of our Order. 

The veil is now drawn, and the hall di- 
vided. That part occupied by tjie Grand 
Commander Is called the Assllum, and 






the other p»,rt the Council chamber, bones facing him on the table I This will 
When initiations take place, it is doubly often disconcert him not a little, if he is a 
divided, two veils being drawn, unless timid man. He proceeds to read the 
there are different rooms used The three questions, as follows : 

Warder sits at the right in front of the First — Should you ever be called upon 
Grand Commander during the ceremonies to draw your sword, will you wield it in 
of initiation. defence of the Christian religion ? 

When a candidate is to be admitted to The answer should be — Yes I and 
this degree, he Is first put ia charge of signed with the candidate’s name — John 
lho Junior Warden, who conducts him Smith. 

(hoodwinked) to the chamber of reflec- Second — Does your conscience upbraid 
tiou, a small adjoining apartment, the yon for any known or overt act unre- 
walls aud furniture painted black, and pentedoff 

lighted with a small taper. Here he is As the candidate is presumed to have 
requested to sit down, and he sits In a nothing heavy on his conscience, he 
chaii beside a table, when the Junior would answer — No! John Smith. 
Warden says to him : Third — Do you solcmuly promise to 

Junior Warden — Companion, you are conform to all the ceremonies, rules, and 
now seated in the chamber of reflection ; regulations of this Encampment, as all 
before you, on the table, you will tiud the valiant aud magnanimous Sir Knights 
Holy Biblo, that groat light in Masonry, have done who have traveled this way 
and also a paper upon which is written before you T 

three questions: you are required to Candidate writes— Yes! John Smith, 

write auswers to these questions — yes, or Candidate washes his hands as directed, 

no, as you see fit, and to sign your name wipes them on the napkin, aud then raps 
13 each answer. You will likewise find three times on the door, 
on the table a bowl of pure water, and a Junior Warden (coming in)— Have yon 

napklu : wash your hands in the water written down the answers to the ques- 
nnd wipe them on the napkin, in token of tions proposed ? 
the purity of your intentions in the bual- Candidate — Yea 

DBM in which you are engaged. When I Junior Warden— Please to give them 
go out, I will give three distinct knocks to mo. Presuming them to be satisfacto- 
on tho door, and you will then remove ry, 1 will present them at onco to the 
the bandage from your eyes, and pro- Most Emineut Grand Commander in the 
ceod in tho duties I have pointed out east, aud will return you his auswer. 
When you are through with them, please Junior Warden takes the paper, goes 
to give mo the same signal, and I will re out and shuts tho door. He then repairs 
turn to you. to the Veil, which separates the ball, 

Junior Warden leaves the room, and and stamps four times on tho floor, ro- 
candidate removes the bandago aud dis- pealing this twice, (called three tlmeB 
covers in addition to the Biblo, bowl of four.) 

wator. &c., a human skull aud cross- Grand Commander — Sir Knight War- 
der, attend to the cause of 
that alarm, and see who 
'Yp~ rr 'rf&’ comes there. 

,1 Warder (going up close 

Jf/IXL t0 tho Vell ^”^ ho comoB 

- A c: Junior Warden — A wor- 

ii ii >, /~~~\ ^ V/ thy companion, who, hav- 

I' log taken all the necessary 
ft?# preceding degrees, now so- 

CM J llcits the honor of being 

\\\W dabbed and created in this 

l|l/ Encampment a Kuight of 

■ ■ ■ — — ■ — A f the valiant and mngnanl- 

\ts [ moos Order of the Knights 
|/»\y Pk -.J B^U Templars, or Knights of 

L l'iVii Malta, or the Order of St. 

KyA|l \ ] Johns of Jerusalem. 

(1^^^ ^ Warder — Has he given 

; Y answers to the usual quea- 

tions proposed? 
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Junior Warden — He has made them in 
writing, and. in token of his sincerity, has 
performed the necessary ablution. 

Warder — Yon will present them, and 
wait a time until the Most Eminent Grand 
Commander be informed of your request, 
and his answer returned. 

Warder returns to his post 

Grand Commander — Sir Knight W 
rlcr, what is the cause of that alarm? 
who conics there ? 

Warder — A worthy companion, who, 
having taken all the necessary preceding 
degrees, now solicits the honor of being 
dubbed and created in this Encampment 
a Knight of the valiant and magnanimous 
Order of Knights Templars, and Knights 
of Malta, or Order of St. Johns of Je- 
rusalem. 

Grand Commander — Has ho given an- 
swers to the questions proposed? 

Warder — He has made them iu writing, 
and, iu token of his sincerity, has per 
formed tho necessary ablution. 

Grand Commander — Present tho ques- 
tions. 

Warder roads the questions and an- 
swers. 

. Grand Commander— Tho questions are 
answered satisfactorily ; but as a trial of 
his patience and perseverance, I enjoin 
upon him seven years’ pilgrimage, which 
bo will perform under the direcUon of 
tho Junior Warden dressed in pilgrim's 
weeds. 

Warder returns to the Veil, and ad- 
dresses the Junior Warden— Oar Most 
Excellent Grand Commander is pleased 
to decide that the questions are answered 
satisfactorily ; but as a trial of the pa- 
tience and perseverance of the worthy 
companion, he enjoins upon him a seven 
years’ pilgrimage, 
which he will per- 
form uuder your di- 
rection, dressed in 
pilgrim’s weeds. 

The Junior War- 
den returns to tho 
chamber of reflec- 
tion, and gives the 
answer to candi- 
date, at the same 
time informing him 
that in addition to 
his sandals, staff 
and scrip, he must 
tako some bread 
mid a bottle of wa- 
ter to sustain him 
on his journey. 

Junior Warden 
(after dressing the 



candidate in pilgrim’s weeds as in tho en. 
graving)— Follow me. 

He goes out followed by the candidate. 

In some Lodges there are several dif- 
ferent rooms erected suitable to the con- 
ferring of this degree. Where there are 
not, a second certain is suspended in 
the halL The Junior Warden and candl* 
date come to the door of the first room. 

Guard — Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — A weary pilgrim, tra- 
veling from afar, to join with those who 
oft have gone before him, to offer his de- 
votions at the holy shrine. 

Guard— Pilgrim, I greet thee: walk 
into my tent j sit down : silver ODd gold 
have I none ; but such as I bavo I give 
thee : here is some good bread and pure 
water, just such as pilgrims need ; help 
yourself. [Pilgrim cats.] I will examine 
yonr scrip, and see how you;; broad holds 
out ; [feeling In his scrip,] your broad is 
almost gone, I will put in some ; your 
water is also almost spent, I will replen- 
ish your bottle. Help yourself, brother 
pilgrim, to what you liko best. 

Tho candidate having sufficiently re- 
freshed hi maolf, the Guard says— Pilgrim, 
hearken now to a lesson to cheer thco on 
thy way, and assure thee of success. 

Reads from Text Book. 

And Abraham roso up early in tho 
morning, and took broad, and a bottle of 
water, and gavo It unto Hagu- (putting 
it on her shoulder), and the child, mid 
rent her away, and she departed, and 
wandered in tho wilderness ; and the wa- 
ter was spent in tho bottle, and she enst 
tho child under ono of the shrubs ; and 
the augel of God called to Huger out of 
heaven, saying, Arise, lift up the lad, and 
hold him in thine haud ; for I will ninke 
him a great nation : Aud God opened her 
eyes and she saw a well of water. By 
faith, Abraham sojournod in the land of 
promise ns in a strange country, dwelling 
[a tabernacles ; for he looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker Is God. Bo ye therefore fol- 
lowers of God as dear children, rcjolcb g 
in the Lord always; aud again I sa% 
rejoice. 

Guard— Farewell, Pilgrim. God spiud 
thee. 

Junior Warden and pilgrim pass into 
another room, where they are tigain ac- 
costed : 

Second Guard — Who comes there ? 
Junior Warden — A weary pilgrim, trtt. 
veling from afar, to offer his devotions at 
the holy shrine. 

Second Guard — Pilgrim, I greet thee : 
come thou into my tent and rofresh yonr- 
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BdiK [Examines hla scrip, and offers liim Junior Warden, who recommends to the 
broad and water as the other Guard had Grand Commander a remission of the 
done.) Hearken now to a lesson to cheer four remaining years of pilgrimage, 
time on thy journey. Warder — Let him wait a time with pa- 

Roads from Text Book. tience and perseverance, and soon an an- 

il’ a brother or sister be naked and des- swer will be returned to his request, 
tilntc of dally food, and one of you say, Warder returns to his post. 

Depart In peace, be yo warmed and Graud Commander — Who comes there! 

filled, and yo give them not of those The Warder replies in same manneff 

tilings which are needfnl for the body, that Junior Warden had replied — A wea* 
what doth it profit ? To do good and to ry pilgrim, traveling from afar, &c. 
communicate, forget not, for with such Grand Commander — This being true, 
sacrifices God is well pleased. Beware Sir Knight, our Prelate, you will take 
lCBt any man spoil you through philoso- this weary pilgrim to the holy altar, 
phy and vain deceit, after the traditions where, having sworn him for ever to bo 
of men ; after the rudiments of the world, faithful, forthwith invest him with the 
>nd not after Christ : For in him dwelleth sword and buckler, that as a pilgrim 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. warrior he may perform seven years of 
Second Guard — Farewell, Pilgrim. God warfare, 
speed thee. Senior Warden — Attention, Sir Knights; 

They pass into a third room, where the you will form an avenue, to escort our 
third Guard treats them with bread aud Most Excellent Prelate to the holy altar, 
water as beforo, and reads tho following The Veil is drawn aside, aud tue ave* 
lesson from the Toxt Book : nue is formed by tho Sir Knights, stand- 

Ho that receiveth you, receivcth mo, ing in two lines, aud forming an arch 
and ho that receiveth mo receiveth him with their swords ; the Prelate takes tho 
that sent mo : Como uuto mo all yo that candidate by the arm, leading him dowu 
labor and are heavy laden, aud' I will the avenue to the lower end of the Coun- 
glvo you rost Take my yoke upon you cil chamber. The candidate kneels at 
and loam of me, for 1 am meek aud low- tho altar, upon two cross swords, places 
ly In heart, and yo shall find rest unto his hands upon the Holy Bible, on which 
your souls ; for my yoke Is easy and my is placed two cross swords ; the Senior 
burden is light. Whosoever shall give Warden stands on the right and tho Ju- 
to drink unto ouo of those llttlo ones a uior Warden on the left of tho candidate, 
cup of cold water only, iu tho name of a with drawu swords. The Prelate takes 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in his place in front of the candidate, iu an 
no wise lose his reward. elevated seat, and addresses him as fol- 

Tltlrd Guard— Farewell, Pilgrim. God lows : 
speed thee. Prelate— Companion, you are kneeling 

They then pass on and the Junior War- at the altar for the purposo of taking a 
den makes an alarm at tho entrance of solemn oath and obligation appertaining 
the ussilum. to the degree of Knight Templar, which 

Grand Commander — Sir Knight War- is not to interfere with the duty you owo 
<3«r, attend to that alarm, and seo who to your country or Maker. If you are 
eoinos there. willing to proceed, you may repeat your 

Warder (going to the Veil) — Who comes Christian and surname, and say after me : 
thcro ? I, John Smith, of my own free will and 

Juulor Warden — A weary pilgrim, tra- accord, in the presence of Almighty God, 
voling from afar, who having passed full and this Encampment of Knights Tem- 
threo long years of pilgrimage, is most plars, do hereby and hereon most solemn- 
desirous, if it please the Grand Com- ly promise and swear that I will always 
uutudor, forthwith to dedicate the four hail, for ever conceal, and never reven^j 
remaining years to deods of more exalt- any of the secret arts, part or points rp- 
rd usefulness : and if found worthy, his pertaining to the mysteries of this Oruer 
Wrong desire is to bo now admitted of Knights Templars, unless it bo to a true 
among those vallsiut Kuights. whoso nnd lawful companion Sir Knight, or 
well-earned fnmo has spread both far and withiu the body of a just aud lawful En- 
wido for acts of charity aud pure be- campmcnt of such ; and not unto him, or 
neiicence. them, until by due trial, strict exaraina- 

Warder— What surety does ho offer tion, or lawful information, I find they are 
that he. is no impostor ? lawfully entitled to receive the same. 

Junior Wardeu — The commendation of Furthermore do I promise aDd Bwear, 
a valiant and magnanimous Knight, our 1 that I will answer and obey aU due signfl 
8 
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and regular summonses which shall be 
given or sent to me from a regular En- 
campment of Knight* Templars, if with- 
in the distance cf forty miles, natural in- 
firmities aud unavoidable accidents only 
excusing me. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will help, aid aud assist with mv 
ounsel, mv purse, and my sword, all 
p jor and indigent Knights Templars, their 
widows and orphans, they making appli- 
cation to mo as such, and I finding them 
worthy, so far as I can do it without ma- 
terial injury to myself, and so far as truth, 
honor, and justice may warrant. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will not assist, or be present at the 
forming and opening of an Encampment 
of Knights Templars, unless there be 
present seven Knights of the Order, or 
the representatives of three different En- 
campments, acting under the sanction of 
a legal warrant. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will go to the distance of forty 
miles, even barefoot and on frosty ground, 
to savo the life, and relieve the necessi- 
ties of a worthy Knight, should I know 
that his necessities required it, and my 
abilities permit. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will wield my sword in the defence 
of Innocent maidens, destitute widows, 
holploss orphans, aud the Christian re- 
ligion. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, 
that I will support and maintain the by- 
laws of the Encampment of which 1 
may hereafter become a member, the 
edicts and regulations of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States of Ame- 
rica, so far as the ioujo shall come to my 
knowledge. 

To all this I most solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and swear, with a firm 
and steady resolution to perform and 
keep tho same, without any hesitation, 
equivocation, mental reservation or self- 
evasion of mind In me whatever ; bind- 
ing myself under no less penalty than to 
.have my head struck off aud placed on 
Hio highest spire lu Christendom, should 
JknowlDgly or willingly violate any part 
©! this my solemn obligation of a Knight 
Templar. So help me God, aud keep me 
Steadfast to perform and keep the same. 

Candidate kisses the book and rises. 

Prelate — Pilgrim, thou hast craved per- 
mission to pass through our solemn cere- 
monies aud enter the assilum of our En- 
campment ; by thy sandals, staff, and 
scrip, I judge thee to be a child of hu- 
laility : charity, and hospitality, are the 


grand characteristics of this xnagni«*il 
mous Order. In the character of Knights 
Templars, wc are bound to give alms to 
poor and weary pilgrims traveling from 
afar, to succor the needy, feed the hun- 
gry, clothe the naked, and bind up the 
wounds of the afflicted. We here wage 
war against the enemies of innocent 
maidens, destitute widows, helpless or- 
phans, and tho Christian religion. If you 
are desirous of enlisting in this noble aud 
glorious warfare, lay aside thy staff, aud 
take up the Bword, fighting manfully thy 
way, aud with valor running thy course : 
and may the Almighty, who is a strong 
tower and defence to all those who put 
their trust In him, bo'thy support and thy 
salvation. 

Prelate here Invests candidate with 
sword and buckler, as in the engraving. 

Prelate Pil- 

grim, having laid 
aside tho staff, 
aud taken up tho 
sword, wo expect 
you will make a 
public declaration 
of tho cause iu 
which you wield 
It. You will now 
repeat after mo, 
and do as 1 do. 

Prclato makes 
this declaration — 
I will wield my 
sword in defcnco 
of innocent mai- 
dens, of destitute 
widows, helpless 
orphans, aud tho 
Christian religion. 

The candidato 
repeats the same, 
word by word, af- 
ter the Prelate, 
and nt each pause gives his sword a flour- 
ish above his head. 

Prelate— With confidence In this vour 
profession, our Senior Warden will in- 
vest you with the Pilgrim Warrior's 
Pass ; and under his direction, we assign 
you sevon years' warfare, which you 
will perform as a token of your con- 
stancy and courage. May success and 
victory attend you. 

The Senior Warden then invests tho 
candidate with the Pilgrim Warrior'* 
Pass, which is Maher-shaLal-JIashbaz. 
It is given by four cuts of the sword and 
under an arch of steel, as in tho Red 
Cross degree, on page 99. 

Senior Warden— Pilgrim, you will fol- 
low me, and repeat what I say. They 
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then start on their tour of warfare, both 
wielding their swords, and saying : 

I will wield ray sword in defenee of in- 
noceut maidens, destitute widows, help- 
lops orphans, and the Christian religion. 

Presently they come to the first Guard. 

Guard — Who comes there ? 

Senior Warden — A Pilgrim Warrior. 

Guard — Advance and communicate the 
Pilgrim Warrior’s Pass. 

They both give the Pass with four cuts 
as before described, and pass on to the 
second, and then the third Gnard, both of 
whom challenge them and receive the 
Pass as the first Guard had done. 

The Senior Warden and candidate now 
^arrive at the assilum, whou the Senior 
Warden stamps throe times four on the 
floor. 

Grand Commander— Sir Knight War- 
der, attend to the cause of that alarm, 
and see who comes there. 

Warder(goiug to tho Veil) — Who comes 
there ? 

Senior Warden— A pilgrim warrior, 
traveling from afar, who, having passed 
full throe long years of warfare, is most 
desirous, if it please tho Grand Com- 
mander. to bo now admitted to the hon- 
ors and rewards that await thy valiant 
Templar. 

Wardor — What surety does he offer 
tha. ..o is no Impostor t 

Senior Warden — The commendations 
of a vallaut and magnanimous Knight, 
our Senior Warden, who recommends to 
the Grand Commander a remission of the 
four remaining years of warfare. 

Warder — By what further right or bon- 
eflt, does ho expect to gain admission to 
tho assilum? 

Senior Warden— By the benefit of tho 
Pilgrim Warrior's Pass. 

Wardor — Lot him comraunlcato It to 
tho Sir Knight on his right. 

Tho Pass is given as before described. 

Warder — Let him wait a time with 
constancy and courage ; aud soon an an- 
swer will bo returned to bis request. 

Tho Wardor returns, and reports to 
the Grand Commander, who asks the 
.June questions aud receives the same 
» isvvors as the Warder had done at the 
V--1I. Grand CotnmaDder then orders the 
candidate to enter. The veil i3 then 
drawn asido, aud tho candidate advances 
near to the base of the triangle. 

Grand Commander — Pilgrim, having 
gained admission to the assilum. what 
profession have you to make in testimony 
of your fitness to become a Knight among 
our number ? 

Candidate (prompted by Senior War- 


den) — Most Eminent, I now declare in 
truth aud soberness, that I entertain no 
enmity or ill will to a soul on eurth that 
I would not freely reconcile, in case X 
found in him a corresponding disposition. 

Grand Corainauder — Pilgrim, the sen- 
timents you utter ^re truly commendable, 
and are worthy of imitation ; but yet wo 
require some stronger proof of yo;.? 
fidelity to us. The proofs that we de- 
mand are, that yon participate with us 
in five libations , which being performed, 
we will receive you a Knight among our 
number. . The elements of these liba- 
tions are for the four first, wine and wa- 
ter ; the fifth is pure wine. Huvo you 
anv repugnance to participate t 
Candidate (prompted by Senior War- 
den) — Most Eminent, lam willing to con- 
form to the rules of the Order. 

Grand Commander tukea a wine-glass 
of wine aud water from the trlaugle, and 
directs the candidate to do tho same, and 
repent after him, as follows : 

First Libation — To the memory of 
Solomon. King of Israel, our ancient 
Grand Master. |Both drink, aud then 
give tho driuking sign by drawing tho 
glass across their throats.) 

8ocond Libation — To tho memory of 
Hiram. King of Tyre, our ancient Graud 
Master. ( Both drink, and give tho sign.] 
Third Libation — To the memory o\ 
Hiram Ablff. the widow's son. who lost 
his life iu defence of his integrity. [Both 
drink aud givo the sign.] 

Graud Commander— Pilgrim, the Or- 
der to which you wish to unite yourself, 
is founded upon the Christian religion. 
We will therefore attend to a lesson from 
tho holy evangelist. Sir Kuight, our Pre- 
late. you will read. 

The Prelate reads the 14th to 26th 
verses of Matthew xxvl. : 

Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, weut unto the chief priests, and 
said unto them, What w»*i ye give mo, 
aDd I will deliver him unto you ? And 
they covenanted with him for thirty 
pieces of Bilvor. And from that time ho 
sought opportunity to betray him. Now 
the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread, the disciples came to Jesus, saving 
unto him. Where wilt tbon that we pre- 
pare for thee to eat the passover ? And 
he said. Go luto the city to such a man, 
and say unto him. The Master saltli, My 
tlmo Is at hand : I will koep the passover 
at thy house with my disciples. And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed 
them; and they made ready the pass- 
over. Now, wheu the even was come, 
he sat down with the twelve. And a» 
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Ami they were exceeding sorrowful, and wilt. Ana ne comein umo me uiHcipies, 
began every oue of them to say unto and flndeth them asleep, and saith tinto 
him, Lord, is it It And he answered Peter, What ! could ye not watch with 
and said. He that dippeth his hand with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye 
me in the dish, the same shall betray me. enter not into temptation : the spirit in- 
The Son of man goeth, as it is written of deed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He 
him : but woe uuto that man by whom went away again the second time, and 
tie Son of man is betrayed! It had prayed, saying, O my father, if this cup 
teen good for that man if he had not may not pasB from me except I drink it, 
been boru. Theu Judas, which betrayed thy will be done. And he came and 
him, answered and said, Master, is it I? found them asleep again; for tlieir eyes 
IIo said unto him, Thou hast said. were heavy. And he left them, and w ent 

Grand Commander— Pilgrim, the twelve away again, and prayed a third time, Bay- 
burning tapers you here see upou tho tri- ing the same words. Then cometh ho to 
angle, correspond in number with the his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep 
twelve disciples of our Saviour whilo on on now, and take your rest : behold, tho 
oarth i 0110 of whom fell by trnnsgre* hour is at hand, and tho Son ol man ih 
sion, and betrayed his Lord and Master, betrayed into the hands of sinners. Kise, 
And as a constant admonition to yon, let us be going : behold, he is at hand 
always to persevere In tho paths of lion* that doth betray me. And while ho yet 
or, integrity, and truth, and as a perpet- spake, lo, Judas, one of tho twelve, came ; 
ual memorial of tho apostasy of Judas with him a great multitude with sword rj 
Iscariot, you are required by tho rules of and staves, from the chief priests and el- 
our Order to extinguish one of those ders of the people. Now ho that betray • 
burning tapers. ed him gave them a sign, saying, \\ hem- 

Candidate extinguishes one. soever I shall kiss, that same is he ; hold 

Grand Commander— Thus may perish him fast. And forthwith he came to Jo- 
tho enemies at our Order ; and may you sun, and said. Hail, Master ; and klssi-U 
over bear It lu mind, that ho who basely him. , . , , 


violates his vow, is worthy of no better 
fate. 


Grand Commander (rising and taking 
the skull In his band)— Pilgrim, how 


Tho relics are now uncovered, which striking is this emblem of mortality I 
exhibits to the candidate, lu the centre of one© it was animated like ourselves, but 
tho triangle, a black coffin, supporting now it ceases to act or think ; Its vital 
tho Holy Bible, on which rests a human onergics are extinct, and all the powers 
skull,’ and cross bones. The skull is of life have ceased their operations, lo 
called Old Simon. such a state, Sir Knights, we all are host- 

Grand Commander— Pilgrim, you here onlng; therefore let us gratefully im- 
sco mortality resting on divinity, a ha- prove this present opportunity, that 
man skull resting on the Holy Bible, when our weak and frail bodies, like 
which Is to teach you that a faithful re- this memento, shall become cold and m- 
1 lance In the truth herein revealed will animate, our disembodied spirits may 
afford you consolation in the gloomy soar aloft to tho blessed regions of light 
hour oi death, and will assure you inev- and life eternaL Sir Knight, our I ro- 
{table happiness in the world that Is to late, we will attend to another lesson 
como. Sir Knight, our Prelate, you will from the holy evangelist, 
read another lesson from the holy evan- Prelate leads verses 2-1 to JS of Mat- 
gelist. thew xxvii. : 

Prelate read', verses 36 to 50 of Mat- When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
thew xxvL : nothing, but that rather a tumult was 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a made, he took water, and washed li:s 
place called Gethsemane, and saith unto hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
his disciples, Sit yo here, while I go and innocent of the blood of this Just person 
pray yonder. And he took with him Po- sec ye to It. Then answered all the peo- 
ter and the two sons of Zebedec, and be- j pie, and said, His blood be on us and on 
gan to bo sorrowful and very heavy, ourchildren. Then released he Barabbas 
Then saith he nnto them, My soul is ( unto them : and when he had scourged 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death : Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified, 
tarry ye here, and watch with me. And Then the soldiers of tho governor took 
tie went a little farther, and fell on his Jesus into the common ball, and gather- 
lace, and prayed, saying, 0 my father, if od nnto him the whole band of soldiers. 
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And they stripped him, and put on him & 
scarlet robe. And when they had plat- 
ted a crown of thorns, they put it upon 
his head, and a reed in his right hand : 
and they bowed the knee before him, 
and mocked him, saying, Hail, king of 
the Jews I And they spit upon him, and 
took the rood andemoto him on the head. 
And after that they had mocked him, 
they took the robe olF from him, and put 
his own raiment on him, and led him 
away to crucify him. And as they came 
out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name j him they compelled to bear his 
cross. And when they were come unto 
a place called Golgotha, that is to say, 
•A place of the skull, they gave Mm vine- 
ar to drink mingled with gall : and when 
e had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 
And they crucified him, and parted his 

i arments, casting lots : that it might be 
llfil'ed which was spoken by the pro- 

5 het; They parted xny garments among 
»ein, and upon my vesture did they cast 
lots. And sitting down, they watched 
him there : And set up over his head his 
accusation written, This is Jesus, THE 
King of the Jews. 

Grand Commander— Pilgrim, wo will 
now participate in tho fourth libation. 

Fourth Libation— To the memory of 
Simon, of Cyreno, the friend of our Sa- 
viour, who boro his cross, and fell a mar- 
tyr to ids faith. [Both drink and give 
tuo sign.) 

Grand Commander— Pilgrim, before 
you will bo permitted to participate in 
the fifth libation, I shall enjoin upon you 
one year’s penance, which you will per- 
form os a token of your faith and hu- 
mility, under tho direction of the Senior 
and Junior Wardatti, with this emblem of 
humility (a skull] in ono hand, and this 
emblem of faith [a lighted taper) in the 
other : you will take them, and travel to 
tho Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

The candidate commence* his journey, 
accompanied by tho two Wardous, and 
after traveling around the hall a while, 
they are accosted by a Guard, stationed 
at tho entrance of a dark room, repre- 
senting tho Sepulchre of our Saviour. 
Guard — Who comes there? 

Senior Warden— A pilgrim penitent, 
traveling from afar, craves your permis- 
sion here awhile to wait, and at the shrine 
of our departed Lord to offer up his pray- 
ers and meditations. 

Guard — How does he expect to obtain 
this favor ? 

Souior Warden— By tho benefit of the 
pilgrim Penitent's Pass. 

Guard — Has he that pass ? 


in 

Senior Warden — He has it not ; X have 
it for him. 

Guard— Advance and give it 

This word, or pass, is Golgotha, and 
is given by live cuts under au arch of 
steel, as on page 99. 

The pass being given, the Guard says 
— Right ; yon have my permission to en- 
ter the Sepulchre of our Saviour. 

The candidate steps along, and is direct 
ed to kneel at the entrance of the Sepul- 
chre, and tho Senior Warden reads to 
him as follows : 

Although it is appointed unto all mon 
once to dio, yet as tho Scriptures inform 
us, the Saviour of the world arose from 
the dead, and ascended up into heaven, 
thero for ever seated on tho throne of the 
msyesty on high, so they also assure us, 
that all who have received him for their 
righteousness, and put their trust iu him, 
shall rise to life everlasting. * * * * 
Iu tho end of tho Sabbath, as it began to 
dawn towards tho first day of tho week, 
came Mary Magdaleue. and tho other 
Mary, to sco tho sepulchre. And behold 
thero was a great earthquake : for the 
angel of tho Lord descended from hcavon, 
aud came and rolled back tho stout- from 
tho door, and sot upon it. His counte- 
nance was like lightning, and Mb raiment 
white as snow : and for fear of him tho 
keepers did shake, and became as dead 
men. And tho angel answered aud said 
unto tho women, Fear not ye; for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was cru- 
cified. lie is not hero ; for ho is risen, ns 
he said. Come, seo the place where tho 
Lord lay: and go quickly, aud tell his 
disciples that he is risen from tho dead ; 
and, behold, he goeth before you into 
Galileo ; there shall yo see him : lo, I 
have told you. And they departed quick- 
ly from the sepulchre with fear and groat 
joy ; and did run to bring his disciples 
word. Aud as they went to tell his dis- 
ciples, behold Jesus met them, saying, 
All halL And they came and held him 
by the feet, and worshipped him. And 
he led them out as far as to Bethany ; and 
he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while he blessed 
them, he was parted from them, and*car- 
lied op into heaven. And they worship- 
ped him, aud returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy. 

As soon as the reading is ended, the 
room or hall is darkened, aud the caudi* 
date rises, and beholds In another part 
of the Encampment, a transparency, bril- 
liautly lighted, rep rose., ling the resurrec- 
tion and ascension of the Saviour. In 
iKxlgcs where no properties of this kind 
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exist, this part U omitted. The following 
words aro now snng : 

The rising God forsakes the tomb— 

Up to his Father’s court he flies ; 
Cherubic legions guard him home, 

And shout him welcome to the skies. 

Break off your tears, yo saints, and tell 
How high our great deliv’rer reigns ; 
Sing how he spoil’d the hosts of hell. 

And led the monitor, death, in chains. 

Say “ live for ever, wond’rous king, 

Born to redeem, and strong to save I" 

1 hen ask tho tvrant, “where's thy sting? 
And \vhere r s thy Yict’ry, boasting 
grave ?“ 

The singing being ended, the Prelate 
takes the candidate by the arm, and 
walks near the transparency, and thus 
addresses him : 

Prelate — Pilgrim, tho scene before you 
represents the splendid conclusion of the 
hallowed sacrifice offered by the Re- 
deemer of the world, to propitiate the 
anger of on offonded Deity. This sacred 
volume informs us, (showing him the 
Bible,] that our Saviour, after having 
sufferod the pains of death, descended 
into tho place of departed spirits, and 
that on tho third day, he burst the bauds 
of doath, triumphed over the gravo, and 
in due time, ascended with transcendent 
nuyesty to heaven, where he now sits on 
tho right hand of our heavonly Father, a 
mediator aud Intercessor, for all those 
who have faith in him. I now invest 
you with an emblem of that faith. (Sus- 
pends from his neck a black cross.] It is 
also an emblem of our Order, which you 
will wear as a constant memorial, for 
you to imitato the virtues of the immac- 
ulate Jesus, who died that you might live . 1 
Pilgrim, tho ceremonies in which you are 
now engaged, aro calculated deeply to 
Impress your mind; and I trust will havo 
a happy and lasting effect upon your fu- 
ture character. You were first, as a trial 
of your faith and humility, enjoined to 
perform seven years' pilgrimago ; it re- 
presents the great pilgrimage of life 
through which we are all passing. We 
are all weary pilgrims, anxiously look- 
ing forward to that asylum, where we 
shall rest from our labors, and bo at rest 
forever. You were then directed, as a 
trial of your courage and constancy, to 
perform seven years’ warfare ; it repre- 
sents to you the constant warfare with 
the lying vanities and deceits of this 
w orld, in which it is necessary for us al- 
ways to be engaged. You aro now per- 
forming po nance as a trial of your hu- 


mility. Of this, our Lord and Savlou* 
has left us a bright example. For though 
he was the eternal Sou of God, he hum. 
bled himself to be born of a woman, to 
endure the pains and afflictions incident 
to human nature, aud finally to sufl'ev a 
cruel aud ignominious death upon tho 
cross : it is also a trial of that faith which 
will conduct you safely over the dark 
gulf of everlasting death, and land your 
enfranchised spirit in the peacoful abodes 
of the blessed. Pilgrim, keep ever In 

f our memory this awful truth. You 
now not how soon you may bo called 
upon to render up an account to that 
Supreme Judge, from whom not even th 6 
most minuto act of your life is hidden ; 
for although you now stand erect in all 
the strength of manhood and pride of 
beauty, in a few short moments, you 
may become a pale and lifeless corpse 
This moment, even while 1 am yet speak 
big, the angel of death may receivo the 
fatal mandnto to strike you from the roll 
of human existence; and tho friendB who 
now surround you. mav be called upon 
to perform the last sad office of laying 
you lu the earth, a banquet for worms, 
and this fair body become as the misera- 
ble relic you now hold In j-our hami 
Man, that is bom of a woman, is of few 
days and full of sorrow ; ho cometh up 
and is cut down as a flower ; he fleoth as 
a shadow, and continueth not lu tho 
midst of life, we are hi death : of w hom 
may wo seek succor, but of thoe, O Lord, 
who for our sins art justly displeased? 
Y.et O God, most holy, thou God most 
mighty, o holy and most merciful 6 * 
viour, deliver us from tho pains of eter- 
nal death. I heard a voice from heaven, 
sayiDg unto me. Write from henceforth, 
blessed are the dead that dio in tho Lord ; 
even so, saith thespirlt, for they rest from 
their labors. Be ve also ready, and rest 
assured, that a firm faith in the truths 
here revealed, will afford you cousolatiou 
lu tho gloomy hour of dissolution, aud 
insure you ineffable and eternal happi- 
ness in the world to come. Amen, aud 
amen. 

The hall is again lighted up, and tl * 
candidate, accompanied by the Seni< t 
and Junior Wardens, makes anotlu>f 
010110 ot tho asailmn. 

Grand Commander — Sir Knight War- 
der, attend to that alarm, and see who 
comes there. 

Warder — Who comes there ? who dares 
Approach this sacred assilum of our En- 
campment, to disturb our holy medita 
tions? Who are you? 

Senior Warden— A pilgrim penitent, 
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traveling from afar, who, having per- [ Grand Commander— Pilgnm. the fifth 
formed his term of penance, aeeka now libation is taken in a very solemn way. 
to participate lu the fifth libation, there- It is emblematical of the bitter cup qf 
by to seal big faith. death, of which we must ail, sooner or 

Warder— What surety docs he offer, later, taste ; and even the Saviour of the 
that he is no impostor? world was not exempted, notwithstand- 

Sonior Warden— The commendation of ing his repeated prayers and solicita- 
two valiant and magnauimous Kuights, tions. It is taken of pure wine, and 
our Senior and Junior Wardens. from this cup. (Exhibiting a burnt* 

Warder— By what further right or ben- skull, he pours the wine Into it, and say:f 
efU does he expect to obtain this favor ? —To show yon that we here practice r \n 
SeDior Warden— By the benefit of the imposition, I eive you this pledge. (Drinks 
Pilgrim Penitent’s Pass. from the skull. J He then pours more wine 

Warder— Has he that pass T into the skull, and presents it to the can* 

Senior Warden — He has it not ; I have didate, telling him that the fifth libation 
It for him. is called the sealed obligation, as it Is to 

* Warder— Advance and communicate it seal all his former engagements in Ma- 
to the Sir Knight on your left. sonry. 

The pass, GOLOOTHA. is then given by The Grand Commander here also gives 
the two Wardens, and the Warder re- a short history of the degree. The sub- 
turns aud reports the same to the Most stance of it is, that the object of the de- 
Emtnent Grand Commander, who directs gree of Knight Templar was originally 
the candidate to enter. The veil Is then instituted to preserve Masonry, which 
drawn aside, and the candidate enters had become much corrupted, &c. 
the asailum. Sometimes the candidate hesitates to 

Grand Commander (rising) — Who have drink out of the skull, in which caso he 
you there in charge. Sir Kuights! is intimidated as follows : 

Senior Warden— A pilgrim penitent. Grand Commander— Attention, Sir 
who, having performed his term of p«n- Knights: (Knight* form around the can- 
auce, seeks now to participate in the fifth didate:] Handle sword— draw sword- 
libation, thereby to seal his faith. charge 1 

Grand Commander— Pilgrim, in grant- The Knights charge, as in the en- 
Jng your request, aud admitting you a graving. 

Kuight among our number, wc can only Grand Commander— Pilgrim, you hero 
offer you a rough habit, coarse diet, aud see the swords of your companions, all 
severe duty. If, upon these conditions, drawn, ready to defend you in the dis- 
yon are still desirous of enlisting under charge of every duty wo require of you. 
our banners, you will advance, aud kneel They are also drawn to avenge any vlo- 
at the base of the triangle. latlon of the rulos of our Order. You 

Candidate kneels at base of triangle. promised, when you entered the chain- 
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ber of reflection, that you would conform 
to all the ceremonies, rules, and regula- 
tions of this Encampment. We here 
have your promise in writing. We ex- 
pect you will proceed. Ail Sir Knights 
who have taken this degree, have parti- 
pated in the fifth libation ; and if there is 
anything in it that you do not perfectly 
Understand, it will be qualified and ex- 
plained to your satisfaction. 

. Candidate takes the skull in bis hand, 
and repeats after the Grand Commander 
as follows : This pure wine, I take from 
this cup, in testimony of my belief of the 
mortality of the body and tho immortality 
of the soul ; and as the sins of the whole 
world wore laid upon the head of our 
Saviour, so may the sins of the person 
whoso skull this once was, be heaped 
upon my head, in addition to my own ; 
and may they appear in judgment against 
, both here and hereafter, should I vl- 

A m mm A • • • ■ a • 


me 


— i - ' — — — - — — v.vKiwt, ouuiuu x vi- 

olate or transgress any obligation in Ma- 
sonry, or the Orders of Knighthood which 
I havo heretofore taken, take at this Ume, 
or may hereafter bo instructed In. So 
help me God. (Drinks of tho winc.J 

Grand Commander (taking skull from 
candidate)— This Is called the sealed ob- 
ligation, because any promise of secrcsy, 
maito In reference to this obligation, is 
considered by Kulghts Templars to bo 
more binding thau auy other obligation 
can be. 

The Grand Commander then resumes 
his seat, and directs tho Prelate to read 
a lesson from the holy evangelist. 

Prelate roads verses 15 to 27 of Acts L : 

And in those days, Peter stood up in 
tho midst of the disciples, and said, (the 
number of tho names together were about 
au hundred and twenty,) Men and bre- 
thren, this scripture must needs have 
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost, by 
tho mouth of David, spake before con- 
cerning Judas, which was guide to tlu-m 
that took J esiia. For he waa numbered 
with us, and bad obtained part of this 
ministry. Now this man purchased a 
field with tho reward of iniquity ; and 
falling headlong, he burst asunder in tho 
midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 
And it was known to all the dwellers at 
J erusalem ; insomuch ns that field is call- 
ed in their proper tongue, Acoldama, that 
is to say, The field of blood. For it is 
written in tho book of Psalms, Let his 
habitation be desolate, ai*l let no man 
dwell therein: and his bishopric, let ano- 
ther take Wherefore, of these men which 
have enmpanied with us, all »he time that 
the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from the baptimn of John, 


unto that same day that he was 
np from ns, must one be ordained to bo 
a witness with us of his resurrection. 
Aud they appointed two, Joseph, called 
Barsabus, who was suruamed Justus, and 
Matthias. And they prayed, aud said. 
Thou. Lord, which knowest the hearts of 
all men, show whether of these two thou 
hast chosen, that he may take part of 
this mluistry and apostlcsbip, from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might 
go to hia own place. And they gave forth 
their lots, and the lot fell upon Matthius: 
and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 

Generalissimo to Grand Commandos— 
Most Eminent, by the extinguished taper 
upon the triangle, I perceive there is u 
vacancy in our Encampment, which I 
propose should bo filled by some valiant 
Knight, who has passed through the coro- 
monies of our Order. 

Grand Commander— Sir Knights, vou 
will cast lots to fill this vacancy. 

Knights cast lots, and candidate is 
chosen to fill the vacancy. 

Grand Comma uder— Pilgrim, you are 
elected to fill the vacancy in our En- 
campment mado vacant by tho death of 
Judas Iscariot ; aud in testimony of your 
j acceptance of that appointment, you will 
ix-light that extinguished t*per upon tho 
triangle. (Candidate lighls it.l Thus 
may the Lord lift upon you tho light of 
his reconciled countenance, and pre-servo 
you from falling. 

Tho candidate then arises from the trl 
angle, and kneels before tho Most End 
nent Grand Commander, who draws hia 
sword, aud laying it first on the candi- 
date's loft shoulder, then on his right, and 
on Ins head, says— By the high power in 
mo vested, as tho successor and repre- 
sentative of Hugho de Pagauis, and God- 
frey Adelmon, I now dub and create you 
a Knight of the Valiant and Magnani- 
mous Order of Knights T-inplars, and 
Knights of Malta, or Order of St. Johna 
of Jerusalem. 

Graud Commander (taking candidate 

h , and) .” ArUe ’ 8ir Knight, aid 
«itfi tins baud receive a hearty welcome 
into the bosom of a society which will be 
ever ready to defend and protect you. 1 
will now present you with this swoid, iu 
toe baud of a valiant and magnanimous 
Knight. It 1b endowed with three most 
excellent qualities, via. : its hilt w ith jus- 
tice its blade with fortitude, and its point 
with mercy ; and it teaches us this im 
portant lesson. Having faith in the jus 
lice of our cause, we must press forward 
with uadauutod fortitude, ever r*mtm 
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berlng to extend the point of mercy to | 
a fallen foe. 

Grand Commauder then instructs can- 
didate In tho Pilgrim Penitent's Pass, os 
described on page 117 ; and also la the 
signs, grip and word in this degree, as 
follows : 

Tho due-guard Is given by 
placing the end of the thumb 
oi the right hand under tho U/xVw 
chin, the Augers clenched. It 
alludes to the penalty of the « jri 
obligation, impaling the head \ 
on the highest spire in ebris- \ 
tendom. / '^3 

The cross is riven by draw- / /Ci 
mg tho hand horizontally a- / 1 ; 
cross the throat, and darting I j ^rj 
it up perpendicularly before ! 1. II 
tho face, tno edge of the hand '*sJ J 
towards the mouth. ( J \ 

The grand hailing sign of h'/l *1 
distress is givon by placing f I \ \ 
tho right foot over the left, 
exteud both arms and incline 
hoad to tho right It is the manner that 
tho Saviour was nailed to the cross. The 
m jtto of tho Order, In HOC SlGNO ViN- 
c^s, la given in this position. 


Melita. And the barbarous people show- 
ed us no little kindness : for they kindled 
a fire, and received us every one. be- 
cause of the present rain, and because of 
the cold. And when Paul had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and laid them on tho 
fire, there came a viper out of the heat, 
and fastened on his hand. And when 
the barbarians saw the venomous beast 
hang on his hand, they said among them- 
selves, No doubt this man is a murder- 
er, whom, thongh ho hath escaped tho 
sea, yet vengeance sufferelh not to live. 
And he shook off the beast into the fire, 
and felt no barm. 

This sign is then made 
by holding out both bonds, 
as though you were warm- 
ing them, to the fire, and 
immediately seize hold of 
the lower edge of tho left 




band, near the main ioint 
of the little finger, with the 
thnmb and fore finger of 
the right; ralso them in 
this position, as high as the 
chin, disengage them with 
a quick motion, and ex- 
tend them dowuwards on 
each side, at an angle of 
forty -five degrees from the 
tho body, tho fingers exten- 
ded, and palms downward. 

The Prelate roads verse 19 of St John, 
chapter xlx. : 

And Pilate wrote a title and put it on 
tho cross. And the wilting was JE6UI 
of Nazareth, Kino of tiik Jews. 

This is the grand word of a Knight of 
Malta. Inrl It Is formed by the initials 
of the four words that Pilate put on the 
cross, viz.: 

lasus Nazaresl 
Hex ludaoriun. 


The grip Is given by Interlacing the 
fingers of the right and left hands, and 
( e\ch, as he crosses his arms, pronounces 
1 .« word Emmanuel. 

Grand Commander then tells candi- 
d<te that in America the degrees of 
K lights Templars and Knights of Malta 
are given together; and that he lias re- 
ceived the two degrees, except a few 
signs, which belong to the Knights of 
Malta, which will be then explained. 

Tho Prelate now reads verses 1 to 6 of 
Acts xxvlil. : 

And when they were escaped, then 
they knew that the island was called 


• ifht Templar'* Grip. 
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The Prelate reads verses 24 to 28 of St 
John, chapter xx. : 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
Jlidymus, was not with them when Je- 
sus came. The other disciples therefore 
said uu to him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them. Except I shal. 
see In his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
X will not believe. And after eight days, 
again his disciples wore within, and Tho- 
mas with them. Then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said. Peace be unto you. Then ssith 
ho to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 
and behold my hauds ; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; and 
be not faithless, but believing. And 
Thomas answered and said uuto him, 
My Lord, and my God. 

Grand Commander now explains the 
grip and word of a Knight of Malta. He 
flays to candidate 
—Thomas, reach 
hlthor thy finger, 
and feel the print 
of tho nails; [they 
loin right hands, 
und force the first 
fiugorinto the cen- 
tre of tho palm ;] 
rmch hlthor thy 
hand, and thrust 
It Into my sido.— 

Each extends out 
his left hand, nnd 
rosses his fingers 
nto tho left side 
of liis companion, 
still holding on by 
tho grip. With 

arms thus crossed, 
ono pronounces the words My Lord 1 the 
other Bays, And my God I 
The candidate is informed that he has 
taken iho degree of Knights Templars, 
and Knights of Malta, and is directed to 
take a scat. 

If there is no more business before the 
Encampment, the ceremonies of closing 
commence, the Senior Warden first giv- 
ing a lecture. He interrogates one of 
the Sir Knights as to what constitutes a 
Knight Templar, the number of Knights 
requisite to form an Encampment, names 
of the officers, &c. He then asks the 
stations and duties of the officers, viz. : 

Senior Warden — When* Is the Warder’s 
stoiiou in the Eucauipment? 

Knight— On the left of the Standard 
Bearer In the west, and on the left of the 
third division. 
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Senior Warden — His duty ? 

Knight — To observe the orders nnd di- 
rections of the Grand Commander ; to 
see that the Sentinels are at their re. 
spectivc posts, and that tho Encampment 
is duly guarded. 

Senior Warden — You will proceed, and 
describe to me tho Sword Bearer's sta- 
tion in the Encampment? 

Knight— On the right of tho Standard 
Bearer In the west, and on the right of 
the third division. 

Senior Warden — His duty? 

Knight — To assist in the protection of 
the banners of our Order, to watch all 
signals from the Grand Commander, and 
sco bis orders duly executed. 

Senior Warden — Standard Bearer’s sta- 
tion in the Encampment? 

Knight — In the west, and in the centre 
of tho third division. 

Senior Warden — His duty ? 

Knight — To display, support, and pro 
tect tho banners of our Order. 

Senior Warden— Why is tho Standard 
Bearer’s station in tho west? 

Knight— That tho brilliant rny« of tho 
rising sun, shedding their lustre upon the 
banners of our Ord?r, may encourago 
and animate all true aud courteous 
Knights, and dismay aud confound their 
enemies. 

Senior Warden— Recorder's station in 
the Encampment ? 

Knight — On tho left, In front of tho 
Captaiu General. 


llor Warden — His duty ? 

Knight— To observe witli attention the 
order of the Eucampmcnt , keep a lust 
and regular record of the same ; collect 
tho revenue, and pay the same oVer to 
the Treasurer. 

Senior Warden— Treasurer’s station In 
tho Encampment? 

Knight — In front of the Generalissimo. 
Senior Warden — His duty ? 

Knight — To receive In charge all frmds 
and property of the Encampment ; pay 
all orders drawn upon him, and render a 
just and faithful account when required. 

Senior Warden— Station of the Junior 
Warden In the Eucampmeut? 

Knight — At the south-west angle of ti e 
triangle, and on the left of the first di 
vision. 

Senior Warden — Ills duty ? 

Kuight — To uttend to ail poor and 
weary pilgrims traveling from afar; to 
accompany them on their journey ; an 
swer all questions for them, and finally 
introduce them into the asrilnm. 

Senior Warden — Senior Warden'! 5tw 
tion in the Encampment? 
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Knight — At the north-west angle of 
the triangle, and on the right of the se- 
cond division. 

Senior Warden— His duty there ? 

Knight — To attend on pilgrim warriors 
traveling from afar ; to comfort and sup- 
port pilgrims penitent, and, after due 
trial, to recommend them to the hospi- 
tality of tho Generalissimo. 

Senior Warden — Prelate's station in 
the Eucarapment? 

Knight — Right of the Generalissimo. 

Senior Warden— His duty there t 

Knight — To administer at the altar, 
and offer up prayers and adorations to 
, tho Deity. 

Senior Warden — The Captain Gene- 
ral's station ? 

Knight — On the left of the Grand Com- 
mander. 

Senior Warden — His duty! 

Knight— To see that tho proper offi- 
cers make all suitable preparations for 
the soveral meetings of the Encarap- 
mont, and take special care that the assi- 
litui is In a suitable array for the intro- 
duction of candidates aud dispatch of 
business , also, to receive and communi- 
cate all orders from the Grand Com* 
mauder to the officers of the line. 

Senior Wardon— Tho Generalissimo's 
station f 

Knight— On tho right of tho Grand 

Commander. 

Senior Warden— His duty? 

Knight— To receive and communicato 
all orders, signals and petitions, and as- 
sist the Grand Commander in the dis- 
charge of his various duties, and in his 
absence to govern the Encampment. 

Senior Wardon— Grand Commander's 
station ? 

Knight — Iu the oast. 

Senior Wardon — His duty t 

Knight — To distribute alms, and pre- 
fect weary pilgrims, traveling from afar; 
to encourage pilgrim warriors , to sus- 
tain pilgrims pomtent ; feed the hungry, 
clothe tho naked, bind up the wounds of 
the afflicted ; to inculcate hospitality, and 
govorn his Encampment with Justice and 
moderation. 

This ends the first section. The second 
Bi'ction recapitulates the manner of initi- 
ating a candidate into the illustrious Or- 
der, tho Junior Warden inquiring how it 
was done, and tho Knight describing. In 
detail, in reply to questions, the whole 
ceremony. 

After the lecture, the Encampment is 
closed by giving the signs, kneeling at 
the altar, «kc., similar to the ceremonies 
In tha R**d Cross Degree. 
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AND GUARDS OF THE CONCLAVE. 

This is a Conclave, governed by an 
Invincible Snight of the Order of St. 
Johns of Jerusalem. 

The officers are as follows : 

Invincible Knight, presiding, sits In 
the east. 

Senior and Junior Knights on his right 
and left in front 

Six Grand Ministers, who are stationed 
in the north. 

Conductor and Guard In tho west 

Invincible to the Junior Knight— Sir 
Knight, are wo all secret and secure 
from tho prying eyes of the profane T 

Juuior Knight — We are, Invincible. 

Invincible to Senior Knight— Sir Se- 
nior, vou will Instruct tho Knights to as- 
semble in due form for the purpose of 
opening this Invincible Order. 

Senior Knight— Attention, Sir Knight* 
—form the circle for devotion. 

Knights kneel on both knoes in a cir- 
cle. each with bis right hand on his heart, 
and his left hand on his forehead. 

Invincible Knight now offers tho fol- 
lowing prayer : 

Eternal source of life, of light, and per- 
fection, Supreme God and Governor of 
all things, liberal dispenser of every bloss- 
lngl Wo adore and magnify thy holy 
name for the many blessings we have re- 
ceived from thy hands, and acknowledge 
our unworthiness to appear before thee ; 
bnt for the sake and in the name of thy 
atoning Son, wo approach thee as lost 
and undone children of wrath ; but 
through the blood of sprinkling, and the 
sanctification of t' j Holy Ghost, we 
come imploring e continuation of thy 
favors, for thou hast said, that he whi; 
cometh to thee through faith in the Sea 
of thy love, thou wilt in no wise cast 
out; therefore, at the foot of the cross 
we come, supplicating pardon for our 
past offences, that they may be blotted 
out from the book of tby remembrance, 
and be seen no more, and that the re 
maindcr of our days may bo spent as bo- 
cometh the followers of the Holy One of 
Israel; and graciously grant that lor* 
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harmony, peace, and unity may reign in 
this Council; that one spirit may ani- 
mate ns— one God reign over us — and 
one heaven receive us, there to dwell in 
thine adorablo presence, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Invincible Knight takes the Bible, and 
waves it four times over bis head. say. 
Jng, Rex Regnantinm et Dominos Do- 
minantium. [King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords.} Kisses the book and passes it to 
the Knight on his right. 

Each Knight takes the Bible, waves 
and kisses It In the same manner, repeat- 
ing the samo words, until it comes round 
the circle to the Invincible Knight, who 
takes it again and reads from Matthew v. : 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
Is tho kingdom ot heaveu. Blessed are 
they that mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted, &c. 

Invincible Knight orders tho sign to be 
given, viz.: each Knight interlaces the 
fingers of his left hand with tho left hand 
of a companion, when each draws his 
sword, and presenting it towards his 
heart, pronounces the words TaMMUZ 

Toulimeth. 

Invincible Knight— I pronounce this 
Convention opened in ample form. Let 
us repair to our several stations, and 
strictly observo silence. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, ho Is 
■hewn into a side room by the Conductor, 
who clothes him In a gown of brown stuff, 
and leads him to the door of the Council 
chamber, whore he knocks two, six and 
two— 2, 6 and 2 . 

Junior Knight — Invincible, some one 
knocks for admission. 

Invincible Knight — See who It Is, and 
make report. 

Junior Knight (after going to the door 
and back)— One that is faithful in good 
works, wishes admission here. 

Invincible Knight— What good works 
hath he performed ? 

Junior Knight — He hath given food to 
the hungry, drink to tho thirsty, and 
clothed the naked with a garment. 

Invincible Kuight — Thus far he hath 
done well ; but there Is still much for him 
to do. To be faithful In mv house, saith 
the Lord, he should be filled with love for 
my people. If so, let him enter under the 
penalties of his symbolic obligation. 

Candidate enters with Conductor, and 
Junior Knight conducts him to the altar, 
making the signs meanwhile. 

Candidate kneels, the Knights assem- 
ble round him, and the Invincible Knight 
administers to him the following vow : 

I, John Smith, do promise and vow, 


with this same volume clasped In rnv 
hands, [taking up Bible,] that I will keep 
secret the words, signs, tokens, and grips 
of this Order of Knighthood, from all but 
those Knights of St. JohDs of Jerusalem, 
who have shown a Christian disposition 
to their fellow-men, are piofessors of the 
Christian faith, and have passed through 
the degrees of symbolic Masonry , and 
that I will protect pud support, as far as 
in me lies, the followers of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ , feed them, if hungry , givo 
them drink, if thirsty ; if naked, clothe 
them with garments ; teach them, if igj. 
norant, and advise them for their good 
and their advantage : All this I promise 
in the name of tho Father, of tho Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost ; and, if I perform 
it not, LKT ME BE ANATHEMA MARA* 
NATHA I ANATHEMA MARANATHA I [ac* 
cursed at the coming of the Lord.) 

Tho Invinciblo Knight then interlaces 
the fingers of his loft hand with those of 
tho candidate, who lays his right hand on 
his heart. The Invinciblo Knight draws 
hia sword; the Senior Knight does tho 
SAmo ; they cross them on the back of 
the candidate's neck. 

Invinciblo Knight — By virtue of tho 
high power iu me vested, by a bull of His 
Holiness, Pope Sylvester, I dub you a 
Kuight of the Christian Mark, member of 
the Grand Council, and Guard of tho 
Grand Conclavo. (Whispers In his ear 
Tammuz Toulimeth.} 

Tho Knights resurno their places, and 
the Senior Knight takes his seat. Tho 
candidate continues standing, while the 
Conductor goes and brings a white robe. 

Senior Knight read* from text-book as 
follows: 

Thus saith the Lord, ho that bellovoth 
and endureth to the end shall overcome, 
and I will cause his iniquities to pass from 
him, and he shall dwell in my presence 
for over aud ever. Take away hiB filthy 
garments from him, and clothe him with 
a change of raiment. For ho that over* 
cometh, tho samo shall be clothed In whits 
raiment, and his name shall bo written lu 
the book of life, and I will confess hi* 
name before my father and his holy nt>| 
gels. He that hath an ear to hoar, let 
him hear what the Spirit soitli to the true 
believer. Set yc a fair mitre upon his 
head, place a palm in his hand, for he 
shall go in and out and minister before 
me, saith tho Lord of hosts ; aud he shall 
be a disciple of that rod taken from the 
branch of the stem of Jesse. Forabrancb 
has grown out of his root, and the Spirit 
of the Lord batu rested upon it-, the spi 
rit of hir wisdom, and might, and right- 
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eousnees, is the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his vine ; and 
ho staudn as An Insignia to the people, 
and him shall the Gentiles seek, and his 
rust shall be glorious. Cause them that 
have charge over the city to draw near, 
every one with the destroying weapon in 
liis hand. 

The six Grand Ministers come forward 
from the north with swords and shields. 
The ilrs t is clothed in white, and has an 
lnkhorn in his hand, and stands before the 
Invincible. 

Invincible Knight— Go through the 
city ; run in the midst thereof and smite ; 
let not thine eye spare, neither have 
pity ; for they have not executed my 
judgments with clean hands, saith the 
Lord of Hosts. 

Candidate (instructed)— Wo is me, for 
1 am a man of nuclean lips, and my 
dwelling has been in the tents of Kedar, 
and among the children of Meshec. 

First Miuister (taking a live coal lu tho 
tongs from the altar, and touching candi- 
date's lips with it)— If ye bolleve, thine 
iniquities shall be taken away, thy sins 
shall be purged : I will that these be 
clean with the brauch that shall bo glveu 
up before me. All thy slus aro romoved, 
and thine iniquitios blotted out. For I 
have trodden the wino press alone, and 
with me was none of my pcoplo : For 
behold, I come with dyed garments from 
Bozrnh, mighty to save. Refuse not, 
therefore, to hearken; draw not away 
thy shoulders; shut not thine ear that 
thou shouldcst not hear. 

The six Ministers now flourish their 
swords ns if they were about to com- 
muned a great slaughter. 

Senior Knight to First Minister— Stay 
thine hand : proceed no further uutll thou 
hast sot a mark on those that aro faithful 
iu the honso of tho Lord, and trust in tho 
power of his might. Take yo the signet, 
and set a mark on the forehead of my 
people that have passed through great 
trlbulatiou, and have washed their robes, 
and have made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb which was .slain, from the 
foundation of the world. 

First Minister takes the signet and 
presses it on candidate's forehead, leav- 
ing an impression In red letters, “ King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords." The Min- 
ister then opens a scroll. 

First Minister to Invincible Knight — 
Sir Knight, the number of sealed are one 
hundred and forty-four thousand. 

Invincible Kuight raps four, and all 
the Knights stand up before him, when 
he says— Salvation bolongeth to our God, 


who sitteth upon tho throne of heaven, 
aDd unto the Lamb. 

Knights (falling on their faces)— Amen, 
Blessing, honor, glory, wisdom, thanks- 
giving, and power, might, majesty, and 
dominion, be unto our God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Knlgbu now cast down crowns and 
palm branches, and rise up and say — 
Great and numberless are thy works, 
thou King of Saints. Behold, the star 
which I laid before Joshua, on which is 
engraved seven eyes, as the engraving 
of a signet, shall be set as a seal on thino 
arm— as a seal on thino heart ; for love iB 
stronger than death ; many waters can- 
not quench it : If a man would give all 
the treasures of his house for love, he 
cannot obtain it : It Is the gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Invincible Knight now delivers the fol- 
lowing charge to candidate — Sir Knight, 

I congratulate you on your having been 
found worthy to bo promoted to this hon- 
orable Order of Knighthood. It is highly 
honorable to all those worthy Knights, 
who, with good faith and diligence, per- 
form its many Important duties. Tho 
honorable situation to which you aro 
uow advanced, and the illustrious office 
which you now fill, Is one that was much 
desired by the flrst noblemen of Italy ; 
but ambition and jealousy caused his 
Highness, Popo Alexaudor, to cull on his 
ancient friend, the Grand Master of tho 
Kuights of 6L Johns, of Jerusalem, to 
guard his person and the Holy See, ns 
those knighU were known to bo woll 
grounded in tho faith, and zealous fol- 
lowers of tho Lord. The members of 
this guard were chosen by their counte- 
nances, for It Is believed that a plain 
countenance is an Indication of tho heart; 
and that no stranger should gaiu admis- 
sion and discover the secrets of this au- 
gust assembly, this Order of tho Chris- 
tian Mark was conferred on thoso who 
went about doing good, aud following 
the example of their Illustrious Master, 
Jesus Christ. Go thou and do likewise. 

This ends the initiatiou, and if there 
is no business beforo the KnighU, they 
form round the altar, give signs, &e., the 
closing ceremonies being similar to thoso 
of opening. 

The Motto of tho Order is— Christus 
reguat, vincit, triumphat : Rex regnan- 
tium, et Dominus dominantium. (Christ 
rules, conquers, triumphs, &c.J 

Insignia— On the left breast a triangu- 
lar plate of gold, seven eyes engraved 
on one side, on the other the letter G in 
the five points. 
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ORDER OF KNIGHTS OF THE 
HOLY SEPULCHRE. 

The history of this degree is briefly as 
follows: St. Helen, mother of CoDstan- 
tine the Great, made a journey to the 
Holy Land in the year 29t>, to search out 
I e true cross. After considerable search 
1 :ree crosses were found, but it was dif- 
*icult to determine which was the true 
ono. Pope Marcellimus, in order to test 
the matter, had the three conveyed to 
the bed of a dyiDg woman. Touching 
the first, nor the second, did not affect 
her, but the moment she laid her hand 
upon the third, sho was almost instantly 
restored to perfect health. This, then, 
was the true cross Jn gratitude for her 
own success, St. Helen erected a church 
on the spot where the crosses were found, 
and instituted the Order of Knights of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The Knights were 
bound by a sacred vow to guard the Holy 
Sepulchre, protect pilgrims, and fight in- 
fidels, and enemies of the Cross of Christ. 

A Council of Knights of the Holy Se- 
pulchre represents a cathedral church, 
the altar covered with black, and upon 
which is placed three large candles, a 
cross, and in the ceutro a skull aud cross 
bones. 

The Principal, or Prelate, stands on 
the right side of the altar, with a Bible 
in one hand, and a staff in the other ; 
soft music plays, aud the veil Is drawn 
up, and discovers the altar. The choir 
recite : 

Hush, hush, the heavenly choir, 

They cleave the air in bright attire : 
See, see, the lute each angel brings, 

. And hark divinely thus they sing : 

To the power divine, 

. All glory bo given. 

By man upon earth, 

And angels in heaven. 

Prelate (stepping beforo the altar)— 
Kyrie Elieson ; Christe Elieson ; Kyrie 
Eiiesou; Amen: Gloria Sibi Domino ! I 
declare this Grand Council opened, and 
ready to proceed to business. 

The Priests and Ministers now take 
their several stations. 

. When one or more candidates are to 
be admitted, they are prepared in the 
outer room by the Verger, who leaves 
them and returns to his place. 

If there are less than seven, a number 
of tlie brethren make up the number to 
seven ; aud they all go to the door, \ and 
they rap seven times. 

Prelate to Verger— See the cause of 
that alarm, and report. s * 


Verger goes to the door, opens It a lit- 
tle. looks out, aud then returns to bis 
place. 

Verger — Right Reverend Prelate, there 
are seven brethren who solicit admission 
to tliis Grand Council. 

Prelate — On what iB their desire 
founded ? 

Verger — On a true Christian principle, 
to serve the church and its members, by 
performing the seven corporeal works ol 
mercy, and to protect and guard the Holy 
Sepulchre from the destroying hands of 
our enemies. 

Prelate — Admit them, If you please, 
that we may know thorn. 

Candidates come forward. 

Prelate— Arc you followers of the Cap, 
tain of our salvation ? 

Verger — Wo are, Right Reverend Pre- 
late. 

Prelate— Attend, then, to the sayings 
of our Master, Jesus Christ Thou shalt 
lovo the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. This is the first great 
commandment, and the second is liko 
unto it ; thou shalt love thy neighbor ax 
thyself: on these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. Will 
you take the vows of our Order? 
Candidates assent by bowing. 

Tl»e Verger and Beadle now hold the 
Bible, on which each of the seven places 
his right hand, and repeats after the Pre- 
late as follows : 

I. John Smith, in the name of the high 
and undivided Trinity, do promise and 
vow to keep and conceal the high myste- 
ries of this uoblo and invincible Order of 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, from nil 
but such ns are ready and willing to servo 
the church of Christ, by acts of valor 
and charity, and its members, by per- 
forming all the corporeal works of mer- 
cy , and that, as far as in mo lies, I will 
di-fend the church of the Holy Sepulchre 
from pillage and violence, and guard aud 
protect pilgrims on their way to aud from 
the Holy Land ; and if I perform not 
this, my vow, to the best of my abilities 
let me become inanimate, [dead J 
By direction of the Prelate the seven 
interlace their fingers, cross their arms 
and say, Do raortuis, nil nisi bonuin ; 
[concerning the dead, say nothing but 
good) 

Prelate to candidates— Tako the sword, 
and travel onward — guard the Holy Se- 
pulchre — defeat our enemies — unfurl the 
banner of our cross — protect the Roman 
Eagle — return with victory and safety. 

The candidates depart, going toward* 
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the south, where they meet a band of 
Turks — a desperate conflict ensues — the 
Knights are victorious — they seize the 
crescent, and return to the Cathedral in 
triumph, and place the banner, eagle, 
nnd crescent before the altar, and take 
their seats. 

The Prelate reads a chapter from the 
Now Testament, and the choir sings : 
Creator of the radiant light. 
Dividing day from sable night. 

Who, with the light, bright origin, 
Tlie world’s creation didst begin. 
Prelate then says — Let our prayer 
ftome before thee, and let our exercise be 
acceptable in thy sight (Candidates 
kneel at the foot of the altar. J 
Prelate (offering them bread) — Breth- 
ren, eat yo all of this bread in love, that 

f e may loam to support each other. 
Taking a cup]— Drink yo all of this 
cup to ratify the vow that yc have made, 
and learn to sustain one another. 

The Prelate now raises candidates up 
by the grip (Interlace the Augers). 

Prelate to first candidate — Sir, I greet 
thee a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre ; 
go feed the hungry. 

To second candidate—* Give drink to 
the thirsty. 

To third candidate— Clotho the naked 
with a garment. 

To fourth candidate— Visit and ran- 
som tho captives. 

To fifth candidate — Harbor tho hor- 
borleHs, nive the orphan and widow 
where to lay their heads. 

To sixth candidate — Visit and relieve 
tho sick. 

To seventh candidate— Go and bury 
tho dead. 

Caudldatos all make crosses, and say— 
In nomlnl patria iilio ot splritus sancto. 
Amen. 

Prolate— Brethren, let us recommend 
to each other the practice of the four 
cardinal virtues — prudence, justice, tem- 
perance, fortitude. 

This euds the Initiation. 

In closing the Council, the Knights all 
rbe, stand in a circle, interlace tbeif fin- 
gers, and say— Scpulchrum. 

Prelate— Gloria patri, et iilio, ct spiri- 
tus sancto. [Glory to father, son, and 
holy spirit.) 

Knights— Sicut erat in principio, et 
nunc, ct semper et in secula seculorum. 
Amen. (As it was In the beginning, is 
now, and shnll be, world without end. ) 

Prelate then pronounces the benedic- 
tion as follows— Blessed be thou, O Lord, 
our God ! Great first cause and governor 
of all things I &c.— which closes 


ORDER OF THE CROSS. 

None but Knights Templars can take 
this degree. The officers are Most Illus- 
trious Sovereign Prelect, seated in the 
east; Worahipiul Provost, Senior and 
Junior Iuductor, Herald, Guards, &c. 

The Couucil having assembled, the 
Sovereign Prefect says : 

Prefect — Most Worshipful Provost, 
wbat is the hourt 

Provost (rising, facing the east, and 
raising his mark In his right hand) — Most 
Illustrious, it is now the first hour of tho 
day, the time when our Lord suffered, 
and the veil of tho temple was rent asun- 
der; when darkness and consternation 
was spread over tho earth , when the 
confusion of tho old covenant was made 
light in the new, in the temple of the 
cross. It is the third watch, when the 
implements of Masonry were broken— 
when tho flame, which led the wise men 
of the east, reappeared— when tho cu- 
bic stone was broken, and tho word was 
given. 

Sovereign Prefect to Herald — Worthy 
Herald, it is my will that this House or 
God be closed, and tho remcmbrauce of 
those solemn and sacred events, be here 
commemorated : make this known to the 
Most Worshipful Provost, In duo nud an- 
cient form. 

Herald bows to Sovereign Profect, re- 
tires, aud approaches the Provost, to 
whom he bows thrice, and then facea 
about aud gives a blast with his horn. 
This calls up the Sir Kuights', who file in 
threes Around him. 

Herald— Most Worshipful Provost, It 
is the sovereign will of Count AlbertUB, 
of Pergamus, that this House of God bo 
closed, and that those solemn aud sacred 
events in the now covenant bo hero 
commemorated : you will observe this. 
(Herald bows.] 

Provost to Senior Inductor (rising)— 
Worthy Senior Inductor, it is tho will oi 
the Most Illustrious Prefect that here 
now be opened a Council of Knights of 
the Cross: what therein becomes your 
duty 1 » 

Senior Inductor— To receive tho com- 
mands of my superiors iu the Order, and 
pay obedience thereto— to conduct and 
instruct my ignorant pass-brethren ; ar.d 
to revere, and inculcate reverence in oth- 
ers, for the Most Holy and Almighty God. 

Provost (speaking fiercely)— By what 
right do you claim this duty ? 

Senior Inductor— By tho right of a 
sign, and the mark of a sign. 

Provost— Will you give me a sign ! 
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Senior Inductor — I could if I should. 

Moat Worshipful Provost partly ex- 
tends both arms, pointing downwards to 
an angle of about forty degrees, with the 
palms open, and upwards, to show they 
are not sullied with iniquity and oppres- 
sion. and says — Worthy Senior Inductor, 
you may give it 

Senior Inductor looks him full in the 
face, and with his fore Auger touches his 
right temple, aud lets fall his baud, aud 
says — This Is a sign. 

Provost— A sign of what? 

Senior Inductor— Aye. a sign of what t 

Provost— A penal sigu. 

Senior Indue tor— Your sign is 

Provost— The last sign of my Induc- 
tion. But you have the mark of a sign. 

Senior Inductor— The sign whereof my 
mark is a mark, 1 hope is in the Council 
above. 

Provost— But the mark 

Senior Inductor— Is In my bosom. 

Senior Inductor produces his mark in 
his left hand, and with the fore Auger of 
his right on the letter S, on the cross, 

asks- What's that? 

Provost— Lisha. 

Worshipful Provost puts his Anger on 
the letter H, and asks — What is this ? 

Senior Inductor— 8ha. 

Worthy Senior Inductor then puts his 
Anger on tho letter 1, aud asks— What is 
this ? 

Provost— Baal. What is your mark ? 

Senior Inductor— Bnal, Sha-Lisha ; 
[Lord of the three ;j I am the Lord. 

Provost— You are my brother, and the 
duty is yours of ancient right ; please 
announce the Council open. 

When a new member is to receive this 
Order, tho following are the ceremonies: 

The Senior Inductor steps to tho door 
aud gives three raps, and is answered by 
some Knight from without, who is then 
admitted, and tho Seuior Inductor gives 
the conditional sign, (which Is by partly 
extending both arms, as betore de- 
scribed ;) the Knight answering by put 
ting his Anger to his right temple, as be- 
fore shown. 

Seuior Inductor to Sovereign Prefect- 
Most Illustrious, a professing brother is 
within the Council by virtue of a sign. 

Prefect— Worthy Herald, go to this 
professing brother, and see him marked 
before tho chair of tho most Worshipful 
Provost ; conduct him thither 

Herald to candidate — Worthy Sir. know 
you the sacred cross of our Council ? 

Candidate— 1 am n Christian. 

Herald — Follow me. 

Herald conducts the candidate in front 


of the Provost, and Bays — Most Worthy 
Provost, by order of our Sovereign Pre- 
fect. I here bring you to be marked a pro 
fessiDg brother of the Cross. 

Provost — Know you tho Cross of out 
Council ? 

Candidate — I am a Christian. 

Provost — No more. Administer the olr 
ligation. 

The first obligation is then administer 
ed, as follows : 

You, John Smith, do now, by your 
houor, and in view of the power and 
union of the Thrice Illustrious Order ol 
the Cross, now first made known to you, 
and in tho dread presence of the Most 
Holy and Almighty God, solemnly and 
sincerely «wear and declare, that, to the 
end of your life, you will not, cither in 
consideration of gain, interest, or honor, 
nor with good or bod design, ever take 
any, the least, step or measure, or be in- 
strumental in any such object, to betray 
or communicate to any person, or being, 
or number of the same, in the known 
world, not thereto of cross and craft en- 
titled, any secret or secrets, or ceremony 
or ceremonies, or any part thereof ap- 
pertaining to the Order and Degree 
known among Masons as tho Thrlco II- 
luRtrious Order of the Cross. That you 
will not, at nuy time or times whatever, 
either now or hereafter, directly or indi- 
rectly, by letter, figure, or character, how 
ever or by whoever made, ever commu- 
ulcnto any of the informal Ion and secret 
mysteries heretofore alluded to. That 
ou will never speak on or upon, or 
rcathe high or low, any oeremooy or 
secret appertaining thereto, out of Coun- 
cil, where there shnll not be two or more 
Knights companions of the Order pres- 
ent, besides yourself, and that in a safo 
and sure place, whereby any opinion, 
even of the nature and general princi- 
ples of the institution, can bo formed by 
auy other person, bo ho Mason or other- 
wise. than a true Knight companion of 
the Cross ; nothing herein going to inter- 
fere with the prudent practice of the du- 
ties enjoined by the Order, or arraugaf 
inent for their enforcement. < •* 

You further swear, that, should yott 
know another to violate any essentia 
part of this obligation, you will use your 
most decided endeavors, by the blessing 
of God, to bring such person to itie 
strictest aud most condign punishment, 
agreeably to the rule* and usages of our 
ancient fraternity, and this by pointing 
him out to the world as au unworthy 
vagabond; by opposing his interest, by 
deranging his business, by transferring 
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his character after him wherever he may 
go, aud by exposing him to the contempt 
of the whole fraternity aud the woild, 
but of our illustrious Older mate espe- 
cially, during his whole natural life : 
aothiug herein going to prevent yourself, 
or any other, when elected to the dignity 
of Thrice Illustrious, from retaining the 
ritual of the Order, if prudence and cau- 
tion appear to bj the governing princi- 
ple In so retaining it, such dignity au- 
thorizing the elected to be governed by 
ho rulo but the dictates of his own judg- 
ment, lu regard to what will best con- 
duce to the interest of the Order; but 
that I10 bo responsible for the character 
f>t those whom he may induct, anil for 
the concealment of the said ritual. 

Should any Thrice Illustrious Knight, 
or acting officer of auy Council which 
nay have them in hand, ever require 
your aid iu any emergeuey lu defence of 
tho recovery of his said charge, you swear 
cheerfully to exercise all assistance In his 
favor, which tho nature of tho time aud 
place will admit, even to the sacrifices of 
life, liberty, and property. 

To all, and every part thoroof, wo then 
blu<l you, aud by ancient usago you bind 
yourself, under the no 1 cm I u famous p«u- 
alty than dying tho death of u traitor, by 
having a spear, or other sharp Instru- 
ment. like as our dlvlno Master, thrust lu 
your left side, bearing testimony, even in 
death, of tho power nnd justice of tho 
mark ol tho holy cross. 

Provost— Mr. Smith, boforo you can 
be admitted to the benefits of this Thrico 
Illustrious Order, It becomes my duty to 
ask you cortain questions rclativo to your 
past life, aud resolutions for the future. 
Wo shall expect true and candid an- 
swers from you. Have you givou rao 
your truo baptismal and family name, 
your correct age, birth-place, aud present 
I'osidouce? 

Candidate — I have. 

Provost — It Is well. Were your pa- 
rents free, and not slaves ; aud had they 
right or title iu the soil of the earth, aud 
were they devoted to tho religion a*f tho 
Cross? 

Candidate — They were free, and de- 
voted to the true religion, and thus was 
I educated. 

Provost— Havo you searched the spir- 
itual claims of that religion on your grati- 
tude and your affections; and have you 
continued steadfast In that faith from 
choice and a conviction of your duty to 
Uoaveu, or from educaiiou? 

Candidate— Prom duty nud choice. 

Provost — It is well Have you ever, 


up to this timo. lived according to the 
principles of that religion, by acting upou 
the squaie of virtue with all meu, uof 
defrauding any, nor defamed the good 
name of auy, nor indulged sensual appe- 
tites unreasonably, but more especially 
to the dishonor of the matrimonial tic, 
nor extorted on, or oppressed tho poor. 

Candidate — I have not been guilty of 
theso things. 

Provost — You have then entitled your- 
self to our highest confidence, by obey- 
ing the injunctions of our Thrico Illus- 
trious Prefect iu Heaven, of ** doing to 
all meu even as you would that they 
should do unto you." Can you so con- 
tinue to act. that yearly on tho anniver- 
sary of St. Albert, you can solemnly 
swear for the past season you lmve not 
been guilty of tho crimes enumerated ir 
these questions t 

Candidate— By the help of God, I can. 

Provost — Bo it so. then, that annually, 
ou tho anniversary of St. Albert, you 
swear to these grout questions ; and the 
coufidoucc of tho Knights Companions 
of tho Order in yon, rests on your being 
able *0 to do. (Provost pauses, and then 
coutinuesj— For the future, then, you 
promise to bo a good man, and to bo gov- 
crucd by tho moral laws of God and tho 
rules of the Order, In always donling 
openly, honorably, and above deceit, es- 
pecially with tho Knighta Companions of 
tho Order ? 

Candidate — I do. 

Provost— You promise so to act with 
all mankind, but especially with the fra- 
ternity, as that you shall never bo Justly 
called a bad paymaster, ungrateful, a 
liar, a rake, or a libertine, a man care- 
less iu tho business of your vocation, a 
drunkard, or a tyruut? 

Candidate — I do. 

Provost— Yon promise to lead a life as 
upright aud Just in relation to oil man- 
kind as you are capable of. but in mat- 
ters of difference to preserve the interest 
of a companion of the Order, or of a com- 
panion’s friend for whom he pleads, to 
any mere man of the world ? 

Candidate— I do. 

Provost — You promise never to enga;-® 
In mean party strife, nor couspirac fl 
against the government or religion >t 
your country, whereby your reputation 
may suffer, nor ever to associate with 
dishonorable men even for a moment, 
except it be to secure the interest of such 
person, his family or friends, to a com- 
panion. whose necessities require this 
degradation at your hands ? 

Candidate — I do. 
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Provost— Too promise to act honora- 
bly in all matters of office or vocation, 
even to the value of tbe one-third part of 
a Roman penny, and never to take any 
advantage therein, unworthy tho best 
countenance of your companions, and 
this, that they shall not, by your nnwor* 
thlocBS, be brought into disrepute T 
Candidate— I do. 

Provost— It is well. Administer the 

’’ The candidate now takes the following 
flual oath, or obligation : 

I, John Smith, do now, by the honor 
and power of the mark of the Holy and 
Illustrious Order of the Cross, which I 
do now hold to Heaven in my right haud 
as an earnest of my faith, and in the dread 

S reaence of the most holy and Almighty 
od, solemnly swear and declare, that 1 
do hereby accept of, and for ever will 
consider tho cross and mark of this Or- 
der as my only hope : that I will make It 
tho test of faith ami fellowship ; and that 
I will effect its objects and defend its 

K stories to the ond of my days, with my 
and with my property — und first, that 
in the state of collision and misunder- 
standing impiously existing among tho 
princes and pilgrims, defenders and chain- 

E ions of the Holy Cross of Jesus our 
ord, now assembled In the land and city 
of their peaco, and considering that tho 
glory of the Most High requires the 
greatest nml strictest unanimity of mea- 
sures and arms, the most sacied union of 
seutiment nnd brotherly love in tho sol- 
dlora who there thus devoto themselves 
to his enuse and banner, I swear strictly 
to dedicate myself, my life and my prop- 
erty for ever hereafter to his holy name 
and the purposes of our mark, and to 
tho best Interest of All thoso who thus 
with me become Knights of the Cross : 
I swear for ever to give myself to thiR 
holy and illustrious Order, confiding fully 
and unreservedly in the purity of their 
morals and the ardor of their- pious en- 
thusiasm, for the recovery of the land of 
their fathers, and the blessed clime of 
©nr Lord’s sufferings, and never to re- 
turnee the mark of the Order nor the 
(hums and welfare of my brethren. 

2d. And that the holy and pious enthu- 
siasm of my brethren may not have 
slander or disgrace at my hands, or the 
Order bo Injured by my unworthiness, I 
s'vear for ever to renounce tyranny and 
oppression in my own person and place, 
whatever it may be, and to stand forth 
against it in others, whether public, or 
private : to become the champion of the 
cross ; to observe the common good : be 


the protector of the poor and unfortu- 
nate; aud ever to observe the common 
rights of human nutuie without encroach- 
meut, or permitting encroachment tht-ru- 
ou, if iu my power to prevent or Icsteu 
it. I will, moreover, act in subordination 
to the laws of my country, and never 
countenance any change in the govern- 
ment under which I live, without good 
and answerable reasons for bo doing, 
that ancient usages aud immemorial cus- 
toms be not overturned. 

3d. I swear to venerato the mark ns 
the wisdom and decree of Heaven, In 
unite our hands aud hearts iu the wmk 
of the holy crusade, and us an encourage- 
ment to act with zeal and efficacy , and 
I swear to consider its testimonies an tin* 
true aDd only proper test of an illustri- 
ous brother of the cross. 

4th. I swear to wear the mark of this 
Order, without any tho least addition, ex- 
cept what 1 shall be legally entitled to by 
induction, for ever. If not without tho 
physical means of doing so, or it being 
contrary to propriety ; and even then, If 
possible, to wear tho holy cross ; and I 
swear to pat a chief dependence for the 
said worthy and pious objects therein. 

3th. I swear to put confidence unlimit- 
ed in every Illustrious brother of the 
cross, as a true and worthy follower of 
tho blessed Jesus, who has sought this 
laud, not for private good, but pity, and 
tho glory of the religion of tho Most 
High and Holy God. 

6th. I swear never to permit politlcul 
principles nor personal Interest to cornu 
counter to a brother's, if forbearance and 
brotherly kindness can operate to pre- 
vent it , and never to meet him if I know 
it, in war or in peace, under such circum- 
stances that I may not, iu justlco to my- 
solf, my cross, aud my country, wish him 
unqualified success ; and if perchance it 
should happen without my knowledge, 
ou being informed thereof, that I will hso 
my best endeavors to satisfy him, even to 
the relinquishing of my arms and pur- 
pose. I will never Bhed a brother’s blood 
nor thwart hiB good fortune, knowing 
him to be such, nor see It done by others 
if in my power to prevent it. 

7th. 1 swear to advance my brother’s 
interest, by always supporting his mili- 
tary fame and political preferment iu op- 
position to another; aud by employing 
bis arms or his aid in liis vocation under 
all circumstances where I shall not suf- 
fer more by doing so, than he, by my 
neglecting to do so, but this never to the 
sacrifice of any vital interest in our holy 
religion, or in the welfare of my country. 
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Pth. I swear to look on his enemies as 
,ny enemies, his friends as ray friends, 
Mid stand forth to mute out tender kind- 
ness or vengeance accordingly ; butnever 
to intrude on his social or domestic rela- 
tions to his hurtor dishonor, by claiming 
h i privileges, or by debauching or de- 
fa ning his female relations or friends. 

SKh. 1 svvoar never to see calmly, nor 
without earnest desires and decided mea- 
sures to prevent, the ill treatment, slan- 
der, or defamation, of any brother Knight, 
nor over to view danger or the least sha- 
dow of injury about to fall on his head, 
without well and truly apprising him 
thereof; and, If in my power to prevent 
it, never to fail, by my sword or counsel, 
to defend his welfare and good name. 

10th. I do swear never to prosecute a 
brother before those who know not our 
Order, till thereraonstranoesof a Council 
shall be Inadequate to do mo justice. 

11th. I swear to keen sacred my bro- 
thers cccrets, both when delivered to 
mo as such, and when the nature of tho 
information is such ns to require secresy 
for his welfare. 

12th. I swear to hold myself bound to 
him, especially In affliction and adversity, 
to contribute to his necessities my prayers, 
mv lutluouco, and my purse. 

13th. I swear to be uuder the control of 
ray Council, or, if belonging to noue, to 
that which is nearest to mo, and never to 
demur to, or complain at, any decroe 
concerning me, which my brethren, as n 
Council, shall conceive me to duserve, 
*n d enforce on my head, to my hurt and 
dishonor. 

14th. I swear to obey all summonses 
sen! from any Council to mo, or from any 
Most Illustrious Knight, whether Illustri- 
ous Counsellor for tho time being, or by 
Induction, and to bo governed by the con- 
stitution, usages, and customs of the Or- 
der without variation or change. 

15th. I swear never to see nor permit 
more thau two candidates, who, with the 
Be u lor Inductor, will make three, to bo 
advanced at the same time, in any Conn- 
ed whoro I shall bo, nor shall any c&ndi- 
flito, by suffrage, bo inducted without a 
? animous vote of the illustrious breth* 

) .i In Council ; nor shall any Council ad- 
t in co auy member, there not being three 
Idustrious Knights, or one Most Illustri- 
ous and four Illustrious Knights of the 
Cross present, which latter may be sub- 
stituted by Most Illustrious luduction ' 
nor yet where there shall not be a full 
and proper mark of tho Order, such as 
usage had adopted to our altar, of metal, 
or other durable and worthy material* 


contained within the apartment of Conn- 
ell, as also the Holy Bible ; nor will I 
ever see a Council opened For business, 
without the ceremony of testing tho 
mark, exercised on the character of ev- 
ery brother, prayers, and the reading of 
the 35th Psalm of David; nor will I ever 
see, consent to, or countenance, more than 
two persons of the same business or call- 
ing in life, to belong to. or be inducted 
and advanced in any one Council of which 
I am a member, at the same time ; no- 
thing therein going to exclude members 
from other parts of the country, or from 
foreign parts, from joining us, if they 
consent formally and truly to stand iu 
deference and defence, first. of their spe- 
cial bar-brethren in the council, nor to 
prevent advancements to fill vacancies, 
occasioned by death or removal. To all 
this, aud every part thereof, I do now, as 
before, by the honor and power of tho 
mark, as by an honorablo and awful 
oath, which confirmeth all things in tho 
dread presence of the Most Holy and 
Almighty God, solemnly and in truth, 
bind and obligate my soul ; aud lu the 
earthly penalties, to wit, that, for the vi- 
olation of the least matter or particle of 
auy of tho here taken obligations, I be 
come the silent and mute subject of tho 
displeasure of the Illustrious Order, and 
have their power and wrath turned on 
ray head, to my destruction aud dishonor, 
which, like the nail of Jael, may be tho 
sure end of an unworthy wretch, by 
piercing my temples with a true sense of 
my ingratitude— and for a breach of si- 
lence in case of such an unhappy event, 
that I shall die tho infamous death of a 
traitor, by having a spear, or other sharp 
Weapon, like as my Lord, thrust In my 
left side — bearing testimony, even iu 
death, of the power of the mark of tho 
Holy and Illustrious Cross, before I. H. 
S. our Thrice Illustrious Counsellor in 
Heaven, the Groud Council of the good. 
To this I swear. 

The closing of the Council Is somewhat 
similar to the opening ceremonies — tho 
Most Illustrious Prefect first Inquiring 
the duties of the several officers, as ia 
other degrees. 

Herald then faces the Worthy Pro 
vost, bows, turns and gives a blast with 
his horn, and says — Most Worthy Pro- 
vost, it is tho will of the MoBt Illustrious 
Prefect that this Council be now closed. 
Give notice accordingly. 

The Provost notifies Senior Inductor, 
when the signs arc giveD, with the usual 
ceremony, and the Council is then de- 
clared closed. 
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INEFFABLE DEGREES, 

OR, THE LODGE OF PERFECTION. 

Brothers or Companions of these de- 
crees receive the name of God as it was 
levealed to Euoch, and are sworn not to 
pronounce it but once in their lives. 



8ECRET MASTER. 


Soon after the completion of the Tem- 
ple, King 8olomon selected seven worthy 
and expert brethren fW»m the Craft, and 
appointed them Secret Masters, or guards 
of the sanctum sanctorum, aud the sa- 
cred furniture of the holy place. 

A Lodge of Secret Masters represents 
the Sanctuary of King Solomon's Tern- 
plo, adjoining the Sauctum Sanctorum. 
It is hung with black, sprinkled with 
white team. The furniture Is covered 
with black crape. There should be nine 
candle bras of nine light* oach, but this 
number is generally reduced to three 
times three. 

The Master is seated lu the east, be- 
fore* a triangular table, and represents 
King Solomon. He Is dressed in royal 
robes, with a sceptre in his hand. lie 
also wears a largo blue ribbon, extend- 
ing from the right shoulder to the left 
hip. at the end of which is suspended a 
goMen triangle. Ho is styled Thrice 
Potent 

The second officer is seated in the west, 
and represents Adouiram. sou of Abda, 
who had the inspection of the work on 
Mount Lebanon. He is styled Grand In- 
spector, and is clothed in a black robe 
and cap, and is decorated with a white 
ribbon, bordered with black, with a black 
rosette on it, mul an ivory key suspended 
therefrom, with a figure of Z upon it 

AH the other brethren wear black 
robes and caps, with white arpons and 
gloves, the strings of the aprons black ; 
the flap of the apron is blue, with a 


golden eye upon it The Lodge should 
be enlightened by eighty-one caudles, 
distributed by nine times nine. 

At the opening of the Lodge the Thrice 
Potent Master raps five, when the Grand 
Marshal rises. 

Master— Your place In the Lodge ? 

Grand Marshal— In the north, Thrice 
Potent. 

Master— Your business there T 

Grand Marshal - To see that the Sams 
turn Sanctornm is duty guarded. 

Master — Please to attend to your duty, 
and Inform the guards that we aro about 
to open a Lodge of Secret Masters by the 
mysterious number. 

Grand Marshal goes to tho door, returns 
and says — It Is done, Most Powerful. 

Master— How are we guarded ? 

Grand Master— By seven Secret Mas. 
ters stationed before the veil of tho Sanc- 
tum Sanctorum. 

Master raps six. 

Adouiram, the Inspector, rises. 

Blaster — Brother Adonlram, are you a 
8ecret Master? 

Inspector— I have passed from tlio 
square to the compasses : I have seen tho 
tomb of our reapectftil Master, Hiram 
Abiff, und shed tears at the same. 

Master — What is tho hour ? 

Inspector— The dawn of day has driven 
away darkness, and the great light begins 
to shine in this Lodge. 

Master raps seven, when all the bre- 
thren riso. 

Blaster— If tho great light Is a token of 
the dawn of day, and we are all Secret 
Blasters, it is timo»o begin our labors. Bro- 
ther Adoniram, you will give notice that 
I am about to open a Lodge of Secret 
Blasters by the mysterious number. 

Adoniram proclaims this to the bre- 
thren, when tho signs are given by them 
from Entered Apprentice up to and in- 
cluding Royal Arch, and also that of Si- 
lence, which belongs to this degree, an 
follows : 

Blaster places the two fore fingers of 
his right hand on bis lips, and the bre- 
thren all answer this sign by each placing 
the two lore fingers of his left bard on. 
his lips. 

All clap their hands seven times. , 

Master— I declare this Lodge of Se- 
cret Masters open, and in order for busi- 
ness. Brother Grand Marshal, please to 
inform the Guards. 

When a candidate for this degree is to 
bo admitted, he is prepared by the Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies in an onter room and 
led to the door of the Lodge, where seven 
distinct knocks are given. 
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Adonlram (goe9 to the door and knocks 
seven times, then opeua the door a little) 
—Who is there ? 

Master of Ceremonies — A brother, who 
Is well qualified, wishes to receive the 
degree of Secret Master. 

Adoniram— You will wait until the 
pleasure of our Thrice Potent Master is 
consulted. 

Adonlram goes to Master In tho east, 
aud gays, that a brother, well qualified, 
&e., djsirea to receive the degree of Se- 
cret Master. 

Master— Is his Integrity, zeal and good 
conduct, duly vouched for ? 

Adoniram — It is. 

Master — Let him be admitted. 

Candidato is led in, aud advance* to 
tho altar ; his right knee on the floor ; 
head bound, and a square fastoned on his 
forehead by the baudago ; a groat light 
in tho right hand. A crown of laurel aud 
olive loaves lays upon tho altar. 

Tho obligation ia now administered. 
It enjoins secresy, and to obey tho or 
dors aud decrees of Council of Princes 
of Jerusalem, under penalties of all for- 
mer degree* 

After tho obligation, tho Master (taking 
tho crown of laurel and olivo from the 
altar) Buys— My brothor, you are now 
received as a Sccrot Master. 

Tho words aud Bigns aro now given to 
tho candidato. Tho word* aro Shad- 
Dai, ADONAI, and JUHA. The pass- 
word is ZiZO.v. Tl>o sign is givon by 
placing tlie two fore fingers 
of right hand on tho lips. 

Tho token is thus given : 
join hands as In tho Master 
Mason's grip, (page 36,) at 
samo time crossing the legs. 

Master to the candidato — 

Brother, you havo hitherto 
only seen tho thick veil that 
covers the sanctum sancto- 
rum of God’s Temple ; your 
fidelity, zeal aud constancy 
have gained you tho favor 
that 1 now grant of show- 
ing you our treasure, and 
I roducing you into the 
I jret place. 

Candidato is now inves- 
ted with tho decorations of 
tho degree, boforo describ- 
ed, blue ribbon, scarf. &c. 

Master to candidate— As an approved 
Secret Master you now take rank among 
tho Lovites. In this quality you aro to 
becorno tho faithful guardian of the sanc- 
tum sanctorum, and I put you in the 
number of Beven, to bo oao of the con- 


ductors of the works which are raising 
to the divinity. The eye upon your 
apron is to remind you to' have a careful 
watch over the conduct of the Craft iu 
general. 

After the initiation, if there Is no other 
business, tho Master begins a lecture, 
prior to closing. 

Master to Adonlram — Your duty as a 
Secret Master? 

Adoniram — To guard tho sanctum 
sanctorum, and sacred furniture of tho 
holy place. 

Master— What is that furuituro ? 

Adonlram-*-The altar of iuceutw*, tho 
two tables of show-bread, and tbo golden 
candles ticks. 

Master — How are they placed ? 

Adoniram — Tho altar 01 incense stands 
nearest the Sanctum Sanctorum, and the 
tables aud candlesticks aro placed, five 
on tho north, aud five on tho south of tho 
holy place. 

Master— What is meant by the eye of 
our Lodge ? 

Adoniram— That Secret Ma»ters should 
keop a careful watch over the conduct of 
tho Craft In general. 

Mastei— Wlmt is your ago ? 

Adonlram— Three times twenty-soven, 
and accomplished, ©Ighty-onc. 

Master raps five, aud Grand Marshal 
rises. 

Master— Brothor Grand Marshal, what 
is tho last us well as the first care of a 
Lodge of Secret Musters ? 

Grand Marshal — To see that the Sane 
turn Sanctorum is duly guarded. 

Master— Please attend to your duty, 
and inform tbo Guards that wc are about 
to closo this Lodge of Secret Masters by 
the mysterious number. 

Grand Marshal goes and Informs tho 
Guards, and returns and says — It is done 
Most Potent. 

Master raps six. Adoniram rises. 

Master — Brother Adouir&w, what U 
the hour ? 

Adouiram— Tho cud of the day. 

Master — What remains to do? 

Adoniram— To practice virtue, fly from 
vice, and remain iu silence. 

Master — Since there remains nothing 
to do but to practice virtue and fly vice, 
let us cuter again into silenco, that thq 
will of God may be accomplished. 

The signs are now given of Secrcsy 
and Silence, by placing tho two fore fin- 
gers on their lips, Q3 in the opening, and 
the brethren all clap their hands seven 
times. 

Master— I declare this Lodge of Secret 
Masters duly closed. 
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Tho Lodge is hung with green tapes- 
try, on eight columns, four on each side, 
placed at equal distances ; illuminated 
with sixteen lights, placed at the four 
cardinal points. A tablo stands before 
tho canopy covered with black. A pyra- 
miu la the north with open compasses 
on It. One at tho south with a blazing 
star upon it. 

Right Worshipful and Respectable 
Master, seated under a canopy In the 
east, represents Adouiram, ho being the 
first of the seven who was chosen Secret 
Muster by King Solomon. He command- 
ed tho works of the Temple before Hi- 
ram A biff arrived at Jerusalem, and af- 
terwards hud the Inspection of the works 
at Mount Llbanua. He is decorated with 
the ornaments of perfection, and is 
Prlnao of Jcrusnlom. 

Warden sits in tho west, nud repre- 
sents Stolkyn ns Grand Inspector. 

Master of Cercmonlos represents Zer- 
bal. and Is seated In tho south. 

Grand Marshal In the north. 

The assistants, belug at least Perfect 
Masters, ought to bo decorated with a 
largo green ribbon hung to tho neck, 
with a Jewel suspended thereto, being 
compasses extended to sixty degrees. 

The brethren wear black robes and 
caps, and have aprons of white leather 
with groen flaps ; on the middle of the 
apron must bo embroidered a square 
stone, surrounded by three circles, with 
the letter J in tho contre. 

On opening, the Master raps two. when 
tho Grand Marshal rises. 

Master— Brother Graud Marshal, are 
we all Perfect Masters ? 

Grand Marshal— Wc arc, Right Wor* 
shiplhl and Respectable. 

Master — Your place in the Lodge ? 
Marshal— In the north, Right Worship- 
ful and Respectable. 

Master — Your business there ! 

Marshal— To see that the Lodge is duly 
tyled. 

Master— Phase to attend to vour duty 
aud inform the Tyler that we are about 
U open a Lodge of Perfect Masters. 


Grand Marshal inforihs the Tyler, and 
then reports that the Lodge is duly tyled. 

Master raps three, and the Warden and 
Master of Ceremonies rise. 

Master— Brother Stolkyn, are vou a 
Perfect Master? 17 ' 

Warden — 1 have seen tho tomb of our 
respectable Master, Hiram Abiff, ari 
have in company with my brethren shed 
tears at the same. • 

Master — What is the hour? 

Warden — It is four. 

Master then knocks four, upon which 
all tho brethren rise. 

Master — If It is four, It is time to get 
the workmen to labor. Givo notice that 
I am going to open a Lodge of Perfect 
Masters by four times four. 

Warden gives notice, when the breth- 
ren give the signs of all tile degrees, with 
those of this one, hereafter explained. 

Master raps four, Wardeu four, Master 
of Ceremonies four, and Grand Marshal 
four— then all the brethren clap their 
hands four times four. 

Master— I declare this Lodge of Per- 
fect Masters open for business. Brother 
Marshal, please to inform tho Tyler that 
the Lodge Is open. 

Grand Marshal goes and Informs tho 
Tyler, and returns to Ills scat uud reports 
that the Lodge is duly tyled. 

When a candidate is to bo advanced to 
this degree, ho puts on tho dress of a Se- 
cret Master, and is prepared outside by 
the Master of Ceremonies, who places a 
green cord round his neck, a green sprig 
in his left hand, and leads him to the 
door of tho Lodge, where ho gives four 
distinct knocks. 

Warden answers tho knocks, nnd re- 
ports to the Master— Right Worshipful, 
while the Craft are engoged in lamenting 
the death of our Grand Master, Hiram 
Abiff, an alArm is heard at tho inner door 
of the Lodge. 

Master— Attend to the cause of it 
Warden orders the Tyler to open the 
door. Tyler raps four, and opens it ; then 
reports to Warden, who reports to Mas- 
ter, that there Is in the ante-chanibcr a 
Secret Master, desirous of being raised o 
this degree. 

Master— Is he worthy and qualified ? 
Wardeu— He is. 

Master— Let him be introduced accord- 
ing to the ancient due form. 

Candidate is then conducted iuto the 
Lodge by the Muster of Ceremonies, and 
brought before the Master. 

Master— What is your request ? 
Candidate— To receive tho l.imorabl* 
degree of Perfect Master. 



THE INEFFABLE DEGREES : PERFECT MASTER. 


135 



Master — Before you can be admitted 
to this privilege, It will be necessary for 
you to join the funeral procession of Hi- 
ram Abitt 

Candidate Is then conducted several 
times rouud the Lodge, the brethren Join- 
ing In the procession, and singing a dirge 
from text-book, after which ho passes to 
the tomb of Hiram Abiff, Joined by the 
Master, (personating King Solomon.) 

Master (looking at inscription J. M. B. 
on the tomb, aud making sign of admira- 
tion)— It is accomplished and complete. 

The brethren now 
make the same sign 
of admiration, viz. : 
false hands aud eyes 
upward, and then let 
the arms fall crossed 
upon the abdomen, 
looking downwards. 

Master and breth- 
ren now resume their 
proper places, while 
the Master of Cere- 
monies instructs the 
candidate how to ap- 
proach the east, aud 
to take upon himself 
the obligation in this 
degree, as follows: by fonr times four 
stops from a pair of compasses, extended 
from tin angle of seven to that of sixty 
degrees Candidate then takes the obli- 
gation, which enjoins sccresy, and to 
obey tho orders and decrees of Council of 
the Princes of Jerusalem, under penalties 
In all former degrees, and of bring smit- 
ten to tho earth with a setting maul, &c. 

Master (drawing green cord from can- 
didate’s neck)— I now draw yon from 
your vicious life, and, by the favor 1 
have received from the mort powerful of 
kiugs, I raise you to the degree of Perfect 
Master, on condition 
that you strictly ad- 
here to what shall 
bo presented to you 
' by our laws. 

The Master now 
Instructs the candi- . 
date in all the signs, [ 
words, tokens nnd 
history of ibis de- 
gree, ns follows : 

First sign -Place 
the palm of the left 
hand upon the right 
temple, ut tho same 
Simo stepping back 
with the right loot ; 
then bring the foot 
forward again, and 


let the right arm fall perpendicularly 
the right Bide. This alludeu to the pt 



on 

right Bide. This alludes to the pen- 
alty of being smitten down with a mauL 

Second sign is that of admiratiou— 
Raise the bauds aud eves upwards, as in 
the engraving, then let the hands fall 
crossed iu front, at the same time casting 
the eyes downwards. 

The pass- word is ACCASSIA. 

The token is that of a Mark Masle^ 
given on the five points of fellowship 
[page 42. J Mysterious word, Jkva, pro- 
nounced Je-vau. 

Master then invests candidate with the 
jewel and apron of a Perfect Master, and 
informs him that tho Jewel should remind 
him to measure his conduct by the exuc4 
rule of equity. 

Master then instructs candidate in the 
liistory of the degree, as follows : 

After the body of Hlrum A bill' hud been 
fouud, Solomon requested Adouirnm to 
make suitable arrangements for his burial. 
Tho brothruu were ordered to attend with 
white aprons aud gloves, and lie forbade 
that the marks of blood, which had been 
spilled in the Temple, should bo effaced 
until tho assassins bad been punished. Iu 
the meantime, Adouirarn furnished a plan 
for a superb tomb and obelisk of white 
aud black marble, which wore finished in 
uine duys. Tho tomb was entered by 
passing between two pillars, supporting 
a square stone surrounded by three cir- 
cles. On the stone was engraved tho let- 
ter J. On the tomb was a device ropro- 
scut'mg a virgin, &c.,(a* in third degree.) 
Tho heart of Hiram Abiff was enclosed 
iu n golden urn, which was pierced with 
a sword to denote the desire of tho bre- 
thren to punish the assassins. A trian- 
gular stouc was affixed to tho side of tho 
urn, nnd on it were tho letters J. M. B. 
sunounded by a wreath of cassia. This 
urn was placed on tho top of the obe- 
lisk which was erected on the tomb. 
Three days after the interment, Solomon 
repaired with his court to the Temple, 
and all tho brethren being arranged as 
at the funeral, he directed his prayer to 
heaven, examined tbo tomb und tho in 
scription on the urn : struck with ailml 
ration, he raised his hands and eyes to 
heaven, and said In the joy of his heart, . 
“ It is accomplished and complete." ' 

In closing the Lodge, the Master raps 
two, ns iu tho opening, when the Grand 
Marshal rises. 

Master -The last ns well as tho first 
care of a Perfect Master ? &.c. 

The Master continues, und asks all the 
questions as in opening, and then declare* 
i the Lodge duly closed. 
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INTIMATE SECRETARY. 

Tho Lodge is hung ia black, spangled 
with white tears, aud represents the Hall 
of Audic-nco of King Solomon. It should 
he lighted with three candlebras, each 
with nine branches, and each containing 
l >nudle— one In the east, one ia the west, 
a. 1 one In the south. 

Most Illustrious Master, representing 
King Solomon, and Hiram, King of Tyre, 
aeatod in the hall of audience In the east, 
behind a triangular table on which is a 
scroll aud two cross swords. They wear 
long blue robes and cups, and their aprons 
are white, lined aud bordered with red, 
and a scroll aud golden triangle ou each 
— th* letters app in the corners of tho 
triangle : a red ribbon, with a golden 
triangle suspended, samo letters engraved 
on each corner, which is the jewel in this 
degree : white gloves, bordered with rod. 
Master raps nine, Grand Marshal rises. 
Master— Are all Intimate Secretaries? 
Marshal— We are, Most Illustrious. 
Muster— Your placo, Brother Grand 
Marshal ? 

Marshal— In tho ante chamber, at the 
head, of the Guards, Most Illustrious. 
Master— Your business there ? 
Marshal— To see that the hall of audi- 
ence Is duly guarded 
Master— How are wc guarded 7 
Marshal— By a full guard of Perfect 
Masters. 

Master— I appoint Brothor Torbcl Lieu- 
tenant of the Guards to aid you lu your 
duties : repair to vour station, and boo 
that none approach without permission. 

The brethren now fall, each ou his 
right knee, aud they cross their hands 
and hold them up so that the thumb of 
the right hand touches the left temple, 
and loft thumb the right temple, when 
each speaks the word Jkva in a low 
voice, pronouncing it J c-vau, aud repeats 
It three times. 

Master raps twice nine. 

Hiram rises, and. together with the 
brethren, make all the signs up to this 
©no, and thou the sigus of this degree as 
1* 're after explained 

Vflu the Ineffable. Degrees, when the 
.j^hh are givcu, they begin with Entered 
Apprentice, aud go usually up to Master 
Mason, when th<y skip over to Secret 
Master, the first of the Ineffable grade.) 

Muster raps three times nine, and de- 
c.ares the Lodge open for the dispatch of 
business. 

Grand Marshal places a triple triangle 
on the Bible, which lays on the altar. 
When a candidate la to be advanced to 


this degree, he is placed by tki ftlenteb- 
ant of the Guards outside the veil or 
door of the hall of audience, which is left 
partly open, or drawn, aud is directed to 
listen to what is going on inside. 

Hiram turns his Iliad, secs candidate, 
and speaks to Master in an agitated man- 
ner— My brother, there is a listener j 

Master — It is impossible, since tho 
guards are without. 

Hiram (rushing to the door, and drag- 
ging candidate in)— Here he is ! 

Master — What shall wo do with him? 

Hiram (drawing his sword)— We must 
kill him. 

Master leaves his seat and goes to Hi- 
ram, places his hand on Hiram's, aud 
say* — Stop, brother. 

Master raps nine, and Guards cuter 
aDd salute him. 

Master— Tako this prisoner, keep him 
secure, and let him be forthcoming wlun 
colled for. 

Guard6 go out with prisoner, leaving 
Master and Hiram alone a lew minutoo. 

Master raps nine, and Guards bring in 
candidate and take seats near tho foot of 
the triangle in the east. 

Master to candidate — I have, by my 
entreaties, prevailed upon my worthy 
ally, Ilham. King of Tyre, whom your 
vain curiosity had offended, to remit thu 
seutcnco of death which ho pronounced 
upon you. I have not only obtained 
your pardon, but have gained his con- 
sent to receive you an Intimate Store- 
tury to the alliance wo have contracted. 
Do you promise to keep Inviolate the 
secrets entrusted to you in this degree, 
and will you tako on obligation for Hint 
purposo, iu the most solemn manner? 

Candidate— I promise, aud will tako 
the obligation. 

The obligation In this degreo is now 
administered. Candidate kneels beforo 
the altar, aud promises to obey the man- 
dates and decrees of the Grand Council 
of Princes of Jerusalem, under penalty 
of having his body dissected, his bowels 
and vitals taken out, his heart cut to 
pieces, and the whole thrown out to bo 
devoured by the wild beasts of the Held' 

Master (raising up candidate from bis 
knees)— I now receive you au Intimate 
Secretary, on your promise to be faithinl 
to the Order iu which you have just now 
entered. Wc hope, brother, that your 
fidelity will be proof to every trial .‘and 
that this sword with which wc arm you, 
will defend you from the attacks of those 
who may try to extort from you those 
secrets which we are now about to cou 
fer upon you. 
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Master then instructs candidate in the 
signs, pass-word, &c., as follows : 

First sign — Close the 
right hand, and draw it 
from the left shoulder 
to the right hip. It al- 
ludes to the penalty of 
dissecting the body, &c. 

Second sign— fcrosa 
vour arms In front, and 
hold up your hands so 
that the right thumb 
touches the left temple, 
and your loft thumb the 
right temple, and speak 
Ju a low voice Jeva— 
pronouncing it Je-vau. 

This is the mysterious 
word. 

Grip— Join the right 
hands, and turn them 
downward thrice, say- 
ing, the first tlrao, Berith— second time, 
Nodir— and tho third time, Shelemoth. 

Pass-words — Joabert — response, Ter- 
bel, being tho nainoB of the listener, and 
tho Lieutenant of tho Guards. 

Maator now invests candidate with the 
Jewel and apron of this degree, and says : 

Master— Brother, tho color of your 
ribbon is intended to remind you of tho 
blood of Hiram Abiff, the last drop of 
which ho chose to spill, rather than be- 
tray his trust ; may you be equally faith- 
fitl Tho triple triangle Is emblematical 
of the threo theological virtues, faith, 
hope, and charity ; it is also emblemati- 
cal of tho three Masons who were pres- 
out at the opening of the first Lodge of 
Intimate Secretaries, to wit: Solomon, 
King of Israel ; Hiram, King of Tyre, 
and Joabert, a favorito Master Masou in 
the employ of King Solomon. 

This closes tho Initiation. The meet- 
ing is closed with a lecture, as in the 
other degrees. Tho Master asks tho 
questions as to the organization and ini- 
tiation in this degree, the Grand Marshal 
answering. 

lu closing tho Lodgo, the Master raps 
uiuo, and Grand P-Iarshal rises, when he 
M interrogated as to the general duties of 
I ltlmate Secretary, whether the placo is 
(1 ily guarded, &C-, as in tho opening. 
Ho then notifies tho Lieutenant of tliu 
Guards that he is about to close, aud di- 
rects him to repair to his station, and at- 
tend to giving tho signs, &c. 

Mastor raps twice nine, Hiram rises, 
and the signs aro given from those of 
this degree backward. 

Master raps three times nine, aud de- 
clares tho Lodgo to be duly closed. 


PROVOST AND JUDGL. 

The Lodge ia this degree is hung with 
red tapestry, aud five candlebraH are 
placed therein, each with five lights. 
One light is placed in each corner, and 
the fifth in the centre. 

Thrice Illustrious Master, representing 
Tito Zadoc, Prince of Harodim, is senti-d 
ia the cast under a blue canopy sur- 
rouuded with stars. Prince Tito was tho 
eldest of the Perfect Grand Masters, and 
Intimate Secretary. Ho was First Grand 
Warden, and inspector of the threo hun- 
dred architects who drew plans for the 
workmen. 

Grand Marshal sits in the north. 

Sonlor and Junior Wardens represent 
Adoniram and Abda, his father, and are 
seated in the West. 

The brethren wear black robes and 
caps: white apron trimmed with red,' 
and a red and white rosette, pocket in 
ccutre, in which to curry plans ; on the 
flap, a gold key : a red collar, from which 
Is suspended a gold key, the jowel of this 
degree. 

In opening, the Mnstor raps three, 
when tho Grand Marshal rises. 

Master— Brother Grand Marshal, are 
wo all Provost* aud Judges T 

Marshal — We are, Thrice Illustrious. 

Master — Your place iu tho Lodge ? 

Marshiil— In tho north. 

Master— Your business therot 

Marshal — To sec that the middle cham- 
ber is duly tyled. 

Master — Attend to yoar duty, and in- 
form the Tyler that wo aro about to open 
this Lodge of Provosts aud Judges. 

Marshal goes and informs the Tyler 
outside the door, and roturus to his place. 

Mastor raps four, and tho Wurdeus 
both rise. 

Master — Brother Junior Warden, where 
is the Master placed ? 

Junior Warden — Everywhere. 

Master— Why so? 

Junior Wardeu — To superintend the 
workmen, direct the work, and render 
justice to every man. 

Muster to Senior Warden — What is tho 
hour? 

Senior Warden — Break of day : eight, 
two .and 6even. 

Master raps five, and brethren all rise. 

Master — It is time to begin our labors : 
take notice that I am about to opoa a 
Lodge of Provosts aud Judges by four 
aud one. 

Tho brethren give all the sigos, up to 
Intimate Secretary, and then the signs 
of this degree, hereafter explained. 
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Master, two Wardens, and Grand Mar- 
shal each rap four and one in succession, 
and the brethren clap four and one with 
their bauds, when the Master declares 
the Lodge duly opened. 

If a coudidate is to be advanced, ho 
is prepared outside by the MaBter of 
Ceremonies, who conducts him to the 
door and knocks four and one. 

Senior Warden to Master (rising) — 
Thrice Illustrious, while the Provosts 
end J udges are here engaged in render- 
ing justice to all men without distinction, 
an alarm Is heard at the door of the lodge. 

Master — Attend to the cause of it 

Senior Warden goes to the door, raps 
four and one, partly opens the door, aud 
Inquires who is there. Master of Cere- 
monies informs him that a brother duly 
qualified craves the honor of a seat 
among tho Provosts and Judges. 

Senior Warden — By what further right 
does ho claim this honor! 

Master of Ceremonies — By the right of 
a pass. [Whispers Tito.] 

Senior Warden — Tho pass is right 
You will wait until our Thrice Illustri- 
ous Master is informed of your request, 
and his answer returned. 

Senior Warden goes and Informs tho 
Master that u brother is without who do- 
sires a Beat with the Provosts and Judges. 

Master — You will seo that ho Is well 
examined, and if found worthy, intro- 
duce him in due and aiicient form. 

Senior Warden goes and directs tho 
Master of Ceremonies to examine biin 
further, and then introduce him. Ho 
then resumes Ills seat. 

Muster of Ceremonies conducts candi- 
date to the south-west corner of tho 
Lodge, where [under instruction] ho 
kneels on ills right kuco and pronounces 
l ho word Beroke. 

Master — Kuini, [meaning rise.] 

Candidate rises, and is conducted three 
times round tho Lodge, at the Home time 
giving the signs in the previous degrees, 
lie is then L*d to tho altar, aud takes tho 
obligation in this degree, which is the 
same as that In Perfect Master, with the 
addition that ho will justly and impar- 
tially decide all matters of difference be- 
tween brethren of this degree, if in his 
power to do so, under penalty of being 
punished as an unjust judge, by having 
his nose cut off. 

Master now gives candidate the signs, 
tokens and words ns follows : 

First sign — Place the two iirst fingers 
of your right baud up to the side of the 
nose, the thumb under tho chin, forming 
a square with the fingers and thumb. 


Second sign, or response — Place first 
finger of right hand on tip of the uoso, 
and the thumb under the cliin. 

Token — Clench Tho three first fingers 
of the right hand over the thumb, aud 
join hands by interlacing the little fin- 
gers. In some Lodges tho bands are 
kept open while the little fingers arw 
locked, aud each taps the other seven 
times with his thumb in the pulm. 

Pass-word is Tito : oilier words are 
Jova, Civi, Ky. Hiram, Stokin, Gcome- 
tros, Xinchen, Yzire, Ivan, & c. 

Master invests candidate with the jew- 
el, apron and gloves of this degree, and 
addresses him as follows : 

Respectable Brother, It gives mo joy, 
that I am now about to recompense. &c. 
This key opens a small ebony box, in 
which aro contained tho plans for tho 
building of the Temple, and this key 
opens a small ivory box containing all 
tho keys of tho Templo. I clothe you 
with a whlto apron, lined with rod, hav- 
ing a pocket in its centre, and in which 
you are Intended to carry tho plans for 
tho building of tho Temple, that they 
may bo laid out on tho tresccl-board for 
tho use of tho workmen when wanted. 
I also give you a balance In equilibrlo, 
os a badge of your office. Lot it remind 
you of that oquity of judgme nt which 
should characterize your decisions. 

Master gives candidate a rap on each 
shoulder mid says — By tho power with 
which I mn Invested, I constitute you 
Provost and Judge over all tho works 
and workmen of the Temple. Bo im- 
partial, just, prudent, discreet, and mer- 
ciful. Go salute tho Junior and Senior 
Wardens as a Provost and Judge, and 
return hero for further instruction. 

This closes tho initiation. 

Tho Lecture is then given, in two sec- 
tions. The first recapitulates tho initia- 
tion. The second is historical of thu de • 
gree, as follows : 

Master — M'hat did you observe fn tho 
middle chamber , 

Senior Warden — A cartftlu. behind 
which was suspended a small ebony Oox 
containing tho plans for the construction 
of the Temple. 

Master — Wliat else did you see? 

Senior Warden — A triangle enclosing 
the letters G. A. 

Master — Their meaning and use ? 

Senior Warden— Grand Architect, aud 
are designed to make us remember him 
in all our decisions and actions. 

Master — Did you see any thing more ? 

8enior Warden — I saw the letters 1 H. 
S. with the sprig of cassia. 
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Master — What Is meant thereby ? 

Senior Warden — Imitate Hiram’s Si- 
lence, and Justice, Humanity and Se- 
crecy, which are designed to teach Pro- 
vosts and J udges that w hile their decisions 
are just, they should be tempered with 
humanity, or mercy, and that all differ- 
ences which may uriso among the Craft, 
should be kept secret from the world. 

Master— What was the intention of 
Solomon in instituting this degree ? 

Senior Warden — To strengthen the 
means of preserving order among such a 
vast number of workmen ; tbo duty of 
Provosts aud Judges being, to decide all 
•differences arising among tho brethren. 

Master — Who was tho first that was 
made Provost aud Judge ? 

.Senior Warden — Joabert, being honor- 
ed with tho intimate confidence of King 
Solomon, received this new mark of dis- 
tinction. Solomon first created Tito, 
Adoniram, and Abda, his father, Pro- 
vosts aud Judges, and gavo thorn orders 
to initiate Joabert into tho mysteries of 
tills degree, aud to give him all the keys 
of tho Temple, which were inclosed in a 
small ivory box suspended in the Sanc- 
tum Sanctorum, uuder a rich canopy. 
When Joabert was first admitted into 
this sacred place, ho involuntnrily fell in 
a knoeling posture, and said, Boroke; 
Solomon seeing him, said Kami, (rise.) 

Master— Whence camo you as a Pro- 
vost and Judgo? 

Senior Warden— I came from, and am 
going everywhere. 

Master iu closing the Lodgo, raps three, 
and Grand Marshal rises. 

Master— Tho last ns woll ns the first 
care of a Provost and Judge ? 

Marshal— To see that tae middle cham- 
ber is duly tyled. 

Master— Attend to your duty, and in- 
form tho Tyler that wo are about to 
close this Lodgo of Provosts and Judges 
by four and one. 

Marshal goes and Informs the Tyler 

Master raps four, aud Wardens rise. 

Mas tor— -What is tho hour 1 

Senior Warden— Break of day— eight, 
two and seven. 

Most or— Brother Junior, how so f 

Junior Warden— Because Provosts and 
Judges should be ready at all times to 
render justice to all men. 

Master raps four and one, and brethren 
all rise and give the signs from this de- 
gree back to Entered Apprentice. 

Master raps four and one. then each 
officer four and one, aud tho brethren 
clap four and or.e with their haud9. when 
the Master decides the Lodge dosed. 


INTENDANT OP THE BUILDING, 

OR, I. B. 

A Lodge in this degree ia hung with 
red, and has three candlebras of nine 
lights each, aod on additional one with 
five lights in the east It should also 
have au illuminated transparent triangle 
in the east, with a drcle iu the centre of 
it, and the letters JAIN around tho elr- 
cle, aud three Js on a blazing star in its 
centre. 

Thrice Poteut Master (represents King 
Solomon,) is seated in tho east, dressed 
in royal robes, with crown and sceptre. 

Thrice Illustrious Inspector, or Senior 
Warden, (representing Tito Zadoc.) in 
the west. 

Junior Warden (representing Adonl- 
ram, son of Abda,) is the Conductor, and 
is seated in the south. 

Grand Marshal in the north. 

The juuior officers and brethren nro 
dressed iu black robes aud caps : whito 
apron liued with red and bordered with 
green j on tho apron is a star with nlno 
points, a sprig of cassia, mid a balanco ; 
it also has a triangular flap with tho let- 
ters B A J, one at each Anglo. Tho col- 
lar is a broad red ribbon, from which is 
suspended a golden triangle with tho 
same letters iu each corner, and J J J in 
tho centre : ou tho reverse side throe Js 
in tho corners and letter Or in tho centre. 

Iu opeulng, Thrice Potent Master laps 
three, and Grand Marshnl rises. 

Master — Brother Grand Marshal, are 
wo all L Bs. t 

Marshal— Wo arc. Thrice Potent. 

Master — Your place in tho Lodgo ? 

Marshal— Iu the north. 

Master — Your business thore ? 

Marshal — To soo the Lodge duly tyled. 

Master — Attend to your duty, and in- 
form tho brethren that wo are about to 
open a Lodge of I. B. by the number five. 

Marshal proclaims to tho Lodge what 
the Master has oi-dered. 

Master rnps four, and Wardens rise. 

Master— Brother Senior Warden, what 
is the hour ? 

Senior Warden — Break of day. 

Master raps five, and brethren all Hsa 

Master — If it is break of day, it Is tin* 
to begin our labors ; Brother Senior 
Warden, you will give notice that I am 
abont to open a Lodge of I. B. 

Senior Warden proclaims that it is 
break of day, and that our Thrice Po- 
tent Master is abont to open n Lodge, &c. 

Tho signs are now given by tho bre- 
thren as in the other degrees,' and then 
thoso of this degree, hereafter described. 
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All the officers now rap five, and the 
brethren clap five with their hands, when 
the Master declares the Lodge to be duly 
opened. 

A candidate admitted to this degree 
represents Joabert, and is introduced as 
follows : 

Master raps seven, and Senior War- 
din rises, when the Master says — My 
excellent brother, how shall we repair 
the loss of our worthy Hiram Abifft be 
Is now removed from us, and we are 
thereby deprived of his counsel and ser- 
vices : can you give mo any advice in 
this important matter? 

Senior Warden — The method I would 
propose, would be to select a chief from 
the five Orders of Architecture, upon 
whom we may confer the degree of I. li. 
and by his assistance fill the secret cham- 
ber of the third story. 

Master — I approve of your advice, and 
to conviuco you of iny readiness to fol- 
low It, I appoint you and Brother Ado- 
nlram to carry the same Into execution. 
Excellent brothers, lot Adouiram go luto 
the middle chamber and seo If he enu 
find a chief of tho five Orders of Archl 
toctnre. 

Junior Warden goes out of the Lodge 
into the ante chamber, and finding the 
candidate, thns addresses him : 

Junior Wnrdeu— Is there hero a chief 
of the flvo Orders of Architecture t 

Candidate — I am one. 

Junior Warden— My dear brother, have 
yon the zeal to apply yourscif with at- 
tention to that which our Thrice Potent 
Master shall request of you ? 

Candidate— I have, and will comply 
with his request, and raise this edifice to 
his honor and glory. 

Junior Warden— Give me the signs, 
words and tokens of preceding degroos. 

Candidate gives them. 

Junior Warden then conducts candi- 
date to tho door of the Lodge, and gives 
fivo distinct knocks. 

Scuior Warden (inside) rises and says 
—Thrice Poteut, we are disturbed In 
our deliberations by an alarm at tho in- 
S»;*r door of the secret chamber. 

Master — See to the cause of the alarm. 

Senior Warden goes to the door, raps 
five, partly opens it, and says— Who 
comes there? / 

Junior Warden — A chief of tho five 
Orders of Architecture, who is to be em- 
ployed iu works of the secret chamber. 

Seuior Warden — By what further right 
doe3 he claim admittance ? 

Junior Warden — By the right and ben- 
efit of a pass-word. 


Senior Warden— Give it to me. 

Junior Warden — Bonahlm, (pronounc* 
ed Bo-nau-heem.J 

Senior Warden— You will wait until 
our Thrice Potent Master is informed of 
the request, and his answer returned. 

Senior Warden now repairs to the cast, 
and iuforms Master of what has occurred 
at the door. 

Master — Let Joabert be introduced in 
duo form. 

Senior Warden goes and opens the 
door and admits the candidate, who is 
conducted to tho altar, when (under in- 
struction) he recedes five Btepa, and then 
advances to the altar again by flvo regu- 
lar steps. 

Junior Warden then lays down the 
candidate, and Senior Warden puts a 
sprig of cassia In his right hand, iu which 
position (lying prostrate) he takes the ob- 
ligation in tills degree. 

The obligation enjoins secrecy, and 
obedience to orders of the Grand Coun- 
cil of Princes of Jerusalem, under pen- 
alty of having his eyes put out, body cut 
in two, and bowels taken out. 

Master to candidate— Your present 
posture is that of a dead man, and is de- 
signed to remind you of tho fate of our 
worthy Hiram Abift'. I shall now raise 
you in tho same manner he was raised, 
under the sprig of cassia. [Master raises 
him by the Master Mason’s grip.) By 
your being raised, our hopo is signified, 
that iu some measure you will repair his 
loss, by Imitating his bright oxamplc. 

Master now gives candidate tho signs, 
token and pass-word iu this degree, ns 
follows : 

First sign is that of surprise— Place 
the thumbs on tho temples, the hands 
open and resting on tho forehead so as 
to form a square : step back two paces, 
then forward two paces, then lower the 
hands till they touch the eyelidB, and 
say BENCHORIM. 

Second sign is one of admiration— In- 
terlace the fingers, turn the palms up. 
ward above the head, let the hands fall 
on the wrist, (being still interlaced.) look 
upward and say, ACHARD, or Hakar 

Third sign Is that of grief, and is given 
by two at tho same time — Place tho ripht 
hand on the heart, the left ou tho left hip, 
balance thrice with the knees — one says 
ICY, tho other replies, Jea. Instead of 
these words, some substitute the words 
Chat, and Jah, (tho Lord liveth.) 

Token — Strike a light blow with the 
right band over tho heart, pass hands to 
the middle of the fore arm, placing left 
hands on the elbow ; this Is repeated 



TUB INEFFABLE DEGREES! INTENDANT OF THE BUILDING. 141 


three times, one brother saying Jakinai, 
and the otlier responding JUDAH. 

The pass-word is Judah, and the sa- 
cred word Jakinal 

Master now invests candidate with the 
apron, gloves and jewel of this degree, 
and thus addresses him: — I decorate you 
with a red ribbon, to bo worn crossing 
tho breast from the right shoulder to the 
left hip, to which is suspended a triangle 
fastened with green ribbon. I also pre- 
sent you with a white apron, lined with 
rod, aud bordered with green. The red 
Is emblematical of that zeal which should 
characterize you as an I. of B.. and the 
#groen, of the nope wo entertain that you 
will supply the place of our lamented 
Illratn Ablff. 

Tho first section of tho closing lecture 
in this degree recapitulates the initia- 
tion ; the second section is as follows : 

Mastor— Are you an Iutendaut of the 

Building ? 

Senior Warden — I havo made the five 
steps of exactness; I havo penetrated 
tho inmost part of tho Temple ; and I 
havo soen tho great light, in the middlo 
of which were three mystorious letters, 
or characters, In Hebrew, without know- 
lug what they moant. 

Master — How cam© you to bo recolvcd 
therein ? 

Sonlor Warden— -By confessing my Ig- 
norance. 

Master— Why wero you received? 

Sonior Warden — To poiut out to me 
the darkness lu which I was, and to pro- 
cure mo a true light to regulate my 
hoart, and regulate my understanding. 

Master— Where were you introduced? 

Senior Warden— In a place full of 
wouder and beauty, where truth and 
wisdom resido. 

Master— What was your duty ? 

Senior Warden— To superintend the 
work. 

Master — Why wore you made to walk 
backward and forward in tho Lodge t 

Senior Wardeu — To show me, that, in 
advancing to virtue, I should set human- 
ity In opposition to the pride so natural 
to us. 

Master — What did you see there in the 
Lodge? 

Senior Warden— A triangle enclosing 
a circle, having ou its circumference the 
letters J. A I. N. and in its centre the 

letters J. J. J. 

Master— What is signified by the circle 
in the triangle? 

Senior Warden — The eternity of the 
powers of God, which hath neither be- 
ginning nor end. 


Master — What is signified by tho let- 
ters J. A. I N.? 

Senior Warden — They are tho initials 
of the four Hebrew words, Jad, Ail, Jot- 
bare, and Noguh, which are expressive of 
four attributes of the Deity ; power, om- 
nipresence, creation, and splendor. 

Master — What is signified by the let- 
ters J. J. J. ? 

Senior Warden — Jah, Jokayu, and Ji« 
reh. {“ The Lord, the Creator seeth."] 

Master— What else did you see ? 

Senior Warden— A blazing star with 
five beams, iu tho centre of which ap- 
peared the letter J. 

Master — What signify the five beams ? 

Senior Warden— The five equal lights 
of Masonry, the Bible, the square, the 
compasses, the key, and the triangle. 

Master— What is signified by the let- 
ter J. ? 

Senior Warden— It is tho tultial of the 
ineffable name, as known by us. 

Master — Are you in darkness ? 

Senior Warden— No, tho blazing star is 
my guide. 

Master — What 1» your rme ? 

Senior Warden— 27, or 5, 7 arid 15. 

Master— To what do those threo num- 
bers allude? 

Sauior Warden — To the five chiefs of 
the five Older* of Architecture, to seven 
cubits, which was the breadth of tho 
golden candlestick with seven brauches, 
aud tho fifteen Fellow Crafts, who con- 
spired ugaiust tho life of our Grand Mas- 
ter, Hiram Abiff. 

In closing, tho Master raps three, when 
Grand Marshal risen. 

Master— Brother Grand Marshal, tho 
last as well as the first care of I. of B. ? 

Marshal — To see that the Ledge is duly 
tyled, Thrice Potent. 

Master — Attend to your duty, and ii>- 
forra tho brethren tha’t we are about to 
close this Lodge of I. B. 

Master raps four, and Wardens rise. 

Master — Brother Senior Warden, wha» 
is the hour? 

Senior Warden — Seven at night. 

• Master raps five, the bretbreu all rise. 

Master — As it is seven at night, it 3 
time to retire : Brother Junior Wardei, 
give notice that I am going to close this 
Lodge of Intendant of the Building. 

The signs are now given — first those of 
this degree, then the others in rotation 
back to Entered Apprentice. 

Master raps five, Junior Warden raps 
seven, Senior Warden fifteen, and the 
brethren clap their hands five, seven and 
fifteen alternately, when the Master de- 
I clares tho Lodge closed. 
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Home of the Societies call this degree 
" Elected Knights of Nine,” but we have 
gii en its original name according to the 
Franch Rituals. It Is founded ou the 
award of punishment to the principal 
murderer of Hiram AbltT. After that 
murder was perpetrated, a great assem- 
bly of Masters was convened to take 
nuasures to apprehend the murderers. 
A stranger came and disclosed the fact 
that he had discovered a person conceal- 
ed in a cavo near Joppa, who answered 
th<i description of one of tho supposed 
murderers. Solomon appointed nine Mas- 
ters to proceed to the spot with the stran- 
ger as guide. On their way, Joabert, ono 
of tho nine, learned from the guide the 
location of tho cavorn, nnd he mado his 
way there apart from the rest, where, 
by tho light of a lamp, ho discovered the 
murderer fast asleep, with a poinard at 
hlu feet. Ho took tho poiuard and stab- 
bed him, first In the head, and then In tho 
heart. The villain exclaimed, "Ven- 
geance is taken!” and then expired. Jo- 
abert tbeu cut off the murderer's head, 
and, taking it in his hand, and the bloody 
knife in the other, returned to Jerusalem 
with his companions. Solomon was at 
first offonded at this summary vengeance, 
but at the intercession of the others he 
became reconciled. 

The meeting is called a Chapter, and 
represents the audience chamber of King 
Solomon, bung with rod and white hang- 
ings— the red representing flames. There 
is a group of nine lights in the cast, and 
one In the “west. 

Master (representing King Solomon, 
and dressed in royal robes) sits in the 
eest before a table covered with black, 
ai d is Btyled Most Potent. 


There is only one Warden, who repre- 
sents Stolkyn, and is called the Inspec- 
tor , he sits in the west, with seven bre- 
thren around him. 

Grand Marshal sits in the north. 

The Inspector and brethren are dress- 
ed in black robes, and with their hats 
flapped. They wear white aprons sprin- 
kled with blood red, and lined and bor- 
dered with black ■, on the flap of the 
apron a bloody arm, holding a dagger, 
and on the apron a bloody arm holding a 
bloody head by the hair. They also wear 
scarfs of wide black ribbon from tho left 
shoulder to tho right hip, with four ro- 
settes near the extremity in front, four 
behind, aDd one at the bottom, to which 
U attached tho Jewel of the Order, viz., 
a gold handled dagger, with Hilver blade. 

The brethren sit with knees crossed, 
and lean their heads on their right hands. 

Most Potent Master raps seven, when 
tho Grand Marshal rises. 

Master — Brother Grand Marshal, nro 
we all Masters Elect ? 

Marshal — Wo ore, Most Potent. 

Master— Your place in the Chapter! 

Marshal— In the north. 

Master — Your business there T 

Marshal— To see that tho Chapter Is 
duly guarded. 

Master— Please to inform the Sentinel 
that we are about to open a Chapter of 
Masters Elect, and charge him to keep 
guard accordingly. 

Marshal 'goes to the door, informs the 
Sentinel, and returns to his post. 

Master raps eight, nnd Inspector rises. 

Master— Brother Stolkyn, aro you a 
Master Elect! 

Inspector— Ono cavern received me, 
one lamp gave me light, nnd one foun- 
tain refreshed me. 

Master— What is tho hour ? 

Inspector— Break of day. 

Master raps eight and one, and tho 
companions all rise. 

Master— If it Is break of day, it Is time 
to open a Chapter of Masters Elect. 
Brother Stolkyn, you will inform tlie 
companions that we are about to open a 
Chapter of Masters Elect of Nine, for 
the dispatch of business, and I will thank 
them for their assistance. 

Inspector repeats this order, when the 
brethren give the signs up to fand in- 
cluding those of this degree, hereafter 
described. 

Master raps eight and one, which is re 
peated by the Inspector and Marshal, nnd 
all the companions clap eight and one 
with their hands, when the Master de 
clares the Chapter duly open. 




THE INEFFABLE DEGREES: MASTER ELECT OF NINE. 




Tf a candidate is to be admitted, he is 
pL-e pared in an outer room by one of the 
companions, who Is detailed as Master of 
Ceremonies, and who hoodwinks him, 
conducts him to the door of the Chapter, 
and raps eight and one. 

Inspoctor raps the same from the in- 
side, and demands — Who comes there! 

Master of Ceremonies — A companion, 
who is desirous of going: in search of the 
assassins of Hiram Abiff. 

Inspector opens the door, and the can- 
didate is led in and placed in the west 
behind the Inspector's seat. 

Master to candidate — What do you de- 
sire of us? 

Candidate— To be installed as a Master 
Fleet, and avenge the death of our late 
* 3 >rand Master, Hiram Abiff. 

Master— Have you the courage to re- 
*011 go his death T 

Candidate — I have. 

Master — Then you shall have the op- 
portunity. 

Candidate— I am ready. 

Master— You shall now bo Bhown the 
placo whore one of tho murderers lies 
concealed : a stranger has discovered it 
to mo, and if you have tho resolution, 
follow the stranger. 


Candidate — I will follow. 

Master of Ceremonies leads candidate 
out, and through several passages, or 
rough roads, and then into a room lighted 
by a single taper, seats him on a block, 
representing a stone, and says— I am 
now going to leave you : after I have 
gone you can remove the bandage from 
your eyes and drink some water from 
the spring to refresh yourself after so 
fatiguing a journey. 

Candidate removes the bandage, and 
discovers a basin of water with a tum- 
bler beside it. He is also astonished to 
see a human head lying on the floor, and 
a bloody knifo, or poiuard, beside it. 
The Master of Ceremonies returns and 
directs candidate to take tip the knife in 
his right hand and the head in his left. 

Candidate takes them and (under in- 
struction) goes to the door of the Chap- 
ter aud raps eight and one. 

Master of Ceremonies (who has gone 
in, aud raps eight and one from inside) — 
Who comes there— what do you want ? 

Candidate — An Inlcndant of the Build- 
ing, who desires to enter this Chapter of 
Masters Elect of Nine. 

Master of Ceremonies— By what right 
do you claim this privilege t 
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Candidate — I have performed a feat 
for the honor of the Craft, which 1 hope 
will entitle me to receive this degree. 

Master of Ceremonies orders him to 
wait until the Most Potent is apprised of 
his wish, and his answer returned. 

MaBter of Ceremonies informs the In- 
spector, Stolkyn, who informs the Mas- 
ter of what has occurrod at the door. 

Master orders candidate to be admit- 
ted, when ho comes forward towards the 
altar with eight quick steps and one slow 
oiio, holding the head in one baud and 
brandishing the knife in the other. The 
niuth step brings him to the front of the 
altar, when ho falls on his knees. 

Master (speaking fiercely)— Wretch 1 
what have you donet Do you not know 
that by this rash act. you have deprived 
mo of tho opportunity of making a pub 
lie example of the vllo assassin 7 Stol- 
kyn, lot him be immediately put to death. 

The companions all fall on their knees, 
and one of them addresses the Master- 
Most Potent, we ask forgiveness for our 
worthy companion : his offence was but 
a mistaken zeal Tor the good of the Croft. 

Master— He is forgiven: but let him be- 
ware for tho future. On his next Irregu- 
lailty ho will certainly suffer death. 

The obligation In this degree Is now 
given to the candidate in tho usual form. 
While candidate Is taking It, kneeling at 
the altar, tho companions all stand over 
him w ith raised polnards. as If about to 
rtnb him. Meantime tho bloody head 
i« standing on the allar, facing him with 
ghustly grin. |8ee engraving, pago 143.) 
The obligation is as follows 

I do solemnly swear, hi tho presence of 
Almighty God, that I will revenge the 
nraussination of our worthy Muster, Hi- 
ram Abiff, not only on the murderers, 
but also on all who may betray tho se- 
crets of this degree ; and furthermore, 
that 1 will keep and protect this Order 
with all my might, and tho brethren, in 
general, with all my power , aud further- 
more, that 1 will obey the decrees of the 
Grand Couucil of Princes of Jerusalem ; 
and, if 1 violate this, my obligation. I con- 
sent to be struck with the dreadful poul- 
ard of vengeance, now — ;«euicd to me, 
and to have my head cut off, and stuck 
on the highest pole, or pinnacle, in the 
eastern part of the world, as a monu 
rnent of my villany I Amen ! amen I 
amen I amen 1 

The signs, token, and words of this de- 
gree are now given to the candidate, as 
folio wc : 

Signs— Strike towards the forehead as 
M stabbing with a poinard : the compnn 


ion answers by pntting his hand to his 
forehead as if feeling the wound. Strike 
at the breast as ihongli plunging in a 
poinard, crying Nf.kum, (vengeance :) 
companion answers by pressing liis hand 
on bis breast, and crying NKCAR. 



Token— Clonch tho fingers of tho right 
hand, and elevate the thumb: the com. 
pan Ion clenches the fingers of his right 
hand arouud the elevated thumb, and 
elevates his thumb. The eight clenched 
fingers together represent the eight com- 
panions of Joabert who went In scorch 
of the assaesins, and tho one elevated 
thumb represents Joabert bJmself. 



Pass-words— Bugclkal, Naukam. Joo 
bert, Abiiam, aud Akirop. 

Sacred Words— Naukam, Necar, Bu 
gelkal. 

Mysterious Word— Jeva 

Candidate is now Invested with the 
requisite clothing and jewel, «vhen Ui« 


THE INEFFABLE DEGREES : MASTER ELECT OF FIFTEEN. 


145 


Master gives him a short history of the 
degree, a3 before explained. 

Tho lecture is then given, which is a 
repetition of tho opening, initiation, See., 
when tho Chapter is closed with ceremo- 
nies similar to tho opening ones. 

Master — Brother Stolkyn, what Is the 
hour t 

Inspector— Evening, Most Potent. 

Master raps eight and one, when the 
companions rise, and he says— If it is 
evening, it is tirao to close this Chapter 
of Masters Elect : Brother Stolkyn, you 
will inform the companions that we are 
about to close the Chapter. 

Inspector gives notice that the Most 
Tote lit Master is about to close the 
Chapter. 

Master raps eight and one, Inspector 
ropoats, and companions clap eight and 
one with their hands, when the Chapter 
is declured duly closed. 

MASTERS ELECT OP FIFTEEN. 

This degree is founded on tho capture 
of tho two assassins of Hiram Abiff who 
had not been discovered at tho arrest 
and punishment of tho first one, de- 
scribed in tho preceding degreo. Their 
names wero Jubolaaud Jubelo. Through 
ono of his intondauts, Solomon learned 
that two persons answering their de- 
scription had come to tho country of 
Olieth, and gone to work In the quarries 
of Bondaca. Ho thereupon wrote to 
Maacha, King of Cliuth, that ho should 
head for them, aud requested his assist- 
ance In making tho arrests. Fifteen Mas- 
ters were selected for this duty, ami they 
spent five days in the search, whou Zer- 
bal and Eliham discovered the two mur- 
derers cutting stone in tho quarries. 
They were immediately seized, bound In 
chains, and brought to Jerusalem, where 
they were firm imprisoned iu tho Tower 
of Achizar, and then oxocutcd for their 
crime, by having their bodies cut open, 
and their heads taken off, as described 
in tho penalty of the obligation. 

The Chapter in this degreo represents 
tho audience chamber of King So.omon, 
linng with rod and white. 

Thrice Illustrious Master, (represent- 
ing King Solomon.) seated in the east. 

Senior Warden, or Inspector, seated in 
Vho west. 

Junior Warden, or Introductor, seated 
In the south. 

In front of each of the above officers 
Is a candlebra with live lights. 

The brethren wear white aprons, on 
which is represented a square city (Jeru- 
10 


salem) showing three gates, and over 
each gate a human head Impaled on a 
spiko. The apron is lined and bordered 
with black. They wear seal* of wide 
black ribbon, with three human heads, 
impaled on spikes, painted or embroider- 
ed on them where they cross the breast, 
aud a golden polnard, with silver blade, 
hanging: pendant, which is the jew el <« 

The Chapter is opened in precisely tho 
same manner as in the preceding degrees, 
except that the Thrice Illustrious Master 
raps five, twice five, or three times five. 

If a candidate is to bo admitted, all the 
members except fifteen (without officers) 
retire outside. Candidate is prepared by 
a Master of Ceremonies, who places in 
his hand a human head, which ho takes 
in his left band by the hair, aud a poln- 
ard in his right. He is then conducted to 
the door of the Chapter, when Muster of 
Ceremonies raps three times five. 

Junior Warden raps three times five 
from within, opens the door a crack ami 
iuks— Who comes there t 

Master of Ceremonies— A Master Elect, 
who is desirous of Joining t he other Mas- 
ters to go in search of the remaining as- 
sassins of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. 

Junior Warden — You will wait until 
our Thrice Illustrious Master is informed 
of his request, and his answer returned. 

Junior Warden reports to his Senior, 
who informs tho Master that a Master 
Elect craves admittance to join In the 
search for tho murderers of Hiram Abiff. 

Master- Lot bim bo introduced In due 
form. 

Junior Warden again raps three times 
five on the door, opens It, and introduces 
the candidate by Instructing him to ad 
vance to the altar by fifteen triangulur 
steps. On his arrival at the altar, ho 
kneels, and companions surround him, 
interlacing their hands aud bolding them 
on their foreheads with palms outward. 

One brother says- Thrice Illustrious, 
we ask pardon for our companion. 

| The pardon here asked, and to bo 
given, alludes »o the rashness of Joabei* 
in decapitating Jubolum, one of the 
Massing of tho Grand Master, Hlrnitt 
Abiff, as described and set forth in the 
preceding degree | 

Master— Why do you auk pardon ? 

Brother- Because ho iH not guilty. 

Master— Is a pardon necessary for the 
guiltless f 

Brother— It Is necessary, to qualify 
him for a Grand Master Elect 

Master— Is he well qualified I 

Brother— He is. 
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Master to candidate — My brother, the 
Grand Masters Elect here' present, wish 
me to admit you to thiB degree : will you 
take the obligation appertaining to It? 

Candidate — I will. 

Master now administers the obligation, 
which is similar to the one in the previ- 
ous degree, the penalty being to have 
tie body opened perpendicularly and 
horizontally, and exposed to the air for 
eight hours, that the flies may prey on 
hia entraila, also to have his head cut off 
and impaled on the highest pinnacle in 
the world ; and that he (the candidate) 
will be at all times ready to inflict tho 
game penalty on all who are guilty of dis- 
closing the secrets of this degree. 

The candidate is then instructed in tho 
signs, words and token la this degree, as 
follows : 

Signs — Plnce the point of a poinard 
under your chin, and draw it downward 
to the waist, as If in the act of rippiDg 
open the body, speakiug the word ZFR- 
BUL. Tho brother will answer by giving 
the Entered Apprentice’s sign anon page 
7, and saying ELIHAM. Another wav 
is to clench tho fingers of the right hand, 
extend the thumb, place it on the abdo- 
men. and move It upwards to the chin, 
as If ripping open the body with a knife. 
The brother answers as before. 



vfords — The pass-words are El Sham 
«nd Zerbal. Sacred words, Zerbal, Be- 
ulah. Beuhakar. Bctidaka. Ac. 

Candidate is now clothed as a compan- 
ion of this degree, and salutes the Senior 
Warden as a Master Elect of Fifteen. 

If there is no other business before the 
Chapter, it is then closed j» same man- 
ner as in the preceding degree, except 
that the Master and other officers rap 
three times five, and the companions clap 
three times five with their hands, &c. 


SUBLIME KNIGHTS ELECTED. 

This degree was instituted by King 
Solomon to reward the Masters Elect of 
Fifteen for their prompt, zealous and 
successful efforts to apprehend the mur- 
derers of Hiram Ablff, and for their val- 
uable services rendered in the erection of 
the Temple. He selected twelve from 
among these Masters Elect, on whom he 
conferred the .degree, and gave them 
command over tho work of tho Twelve 
Tribes. 

The Lodge, or Chapter, represents the 
ante-chamber of the Palace of King Sol- 
omon. It is hung with red and white 
curtains, and is lighted by twelve candles 
on four triangular branches. 

Tho officers consist of Thrice Potent 
Master, representing King Solomon, sit- 
ting in the cast : Grand Inspector in tho 
west, and Master of Ceremonies. 

The brethren wear whito aprons, each 
with an inflamed henrt embroidered or 
painted upou It, and lined and bordered 
with blnck. The ribbon, or Order, is 
similar to that in tho preceding degree, 
except that in place of three la nds, three 
hearts appear upon It. Tho jewel is tho 
same. % 

In opening tho Chapter, Thrlco Potent 
Master raps ten, and Grand Inspector 
rises. Master makes the usual inquiries 
as to whether tho Chapter is duly guard- 
ed, and tho duties of tlio several officers, 
as In former degrees, which aro answer- 
ed by tho Inspector. 

Master raps eleven, and Inquires of 
Grand Inspector— >Vhat Is tho hour? 

Grand Inspector — It is twolvo, Thrlco 
Potent 

Master raps twelve, which Is repeated 
by the officers, and the brethren clap 
twelve with their bands: Master says— 
If it is twelve it is time to labor by the 

S eateat of lights. X pronounco this 
rand Chapter open. 

The brethren now give tho signs of 
the different degrees, aud then those ol 
this degree, hereafter described. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, he Is 
prepared outside by the Master of Cere- 
monies, who brings him hoodwinked to 
the door, and giv<s twelve raps, which 
aro answered by twelve by the Inspec- 
tor, who demands, who comes there ? &c. 

Master of Ceremonies — A Master Elect 
of Fifteen desires to receive the degree 
of Sublime Knight. 

Candidate gets admittance In the same 
manner as in the previous degree, and 
is led to the Grand inspector io the west, 
who examines him in all former degrees. 


THE INEFFABLE DEGREES : SUBLIME KNIGHTS ELECTED. 


147 


Master — Companion Grand Inspector, 
what does this candidate desire 1 

Inspector — To bo admitted to the de- 
gree of Sublime Knight, as a reward of 
his former zeal and labor. 

Master to candidate— My brother, yon 
cannot receive this degree until we arc 
assured that you were not an accom- 
plice in the death of our Grand Master, 
Hiram Abiff. To prove this, I shall of- 
fer you a portion of his heart, which has 
been preserved since his assassination : 
you are to swallow it: every faithful Ma- 
son may do this without iujury, but it 
cannot remain in the body of one who 
is perjured. Arc you disposed to Bubmit 
to the trial? 

Candidate— I am. 

The candidate is now conducted to the 
altar by twelve upright regular steps, 
and kneols, when the Master presents to 
him on a trowel the symbolic piece of a 
heart, (a little cake,) which he swallows. 

Master— This mystic oblation which, 
like you. wo havo received, forms a tie 
so strong that nothing cau break it : woo 
to him who attempts to disunite us ! 

Tho obligation in tho dogreo Is then 
administered. It is similar to those of 
formor degrees, tho penalty being to have 
the hands nailed to the 
b roust, &c. 

Tho candidate Is now 
instructed in tho sign, 
token, and words, <fcc., 
viz. : Cross the arms 
on tho stomach, the 
lingers clenched, and 
thumbs elevated, and 
raise tho eves upward. 

It alludes to the ponal- 
ty of having tho hands 
nulled, &c. 

The token Is exactly 
tjio same as that in In- 
ti mat o Secretary. Tho 
pass • words are Stol- 
kyn, Emerh, Emcth, 
and Amurlah. The sa- 
cred word is Adonia. 
t This ends the initiation. 

Tho closing ceremonies are similar to 
tL tso in previous degrees. Master raps 
1 n aud inquires about the duties of the 
officers : he then raps eleven and inquires 
of the Inspector— What is the hour? 

Inspector — Low six. 

Master raps twelve, and brethren rise, 
the signs aro given, &c. 

Master again raps twelve, the officers 
twelve, and the brethren all clap twelve 
with their hands, when the Master de- 
clares the Chapter to be dnly closed. 



GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT. 

This degree was established by King 
Solomon as a School of Architecture t<\ 
perfect ingenious and deserving crafts- 
men in their calling, and animate them 
with a desire of arriving at distinction in 
the roval art. It was given to the Sub 
lime Knights Elected. 

The assembly Is called a Chapter, and 
the room is decorated with white hang- 
ings, sprinkled with red flames. Tho 
five orders of architecture should bo ap- 
propriately represented among the deco- 
rations. In the north should be placed a 
representation of tho north slnr, with 
seven Burrounding stars : it is emblemati- 
cal of a guiding star of the Order. 

Most Potent Muster (representing King 
Solomon) is seated in the east. 

8 enior Warden (called Grand Inspec- 
tor) in the west, and Grand Marshal in 
the south. 

The brethren, or companions, wear 
stone colored aprons and scarfs ; tho 
apron has a star upon it, and ia some 
cases a square and rule : the Jewel is n 
gold medal, with the five orders of archi- 
tecture. a star, and a case of mathemati- 
cal instruments delineated on each side. 

In tho opening, Most Potent Master 
raps ono. and Grnrtd Marshal rises. 
Master inquires if the Chapter is duly 
guarded, &c., the same as in the former 
degrees. 

Master raps two, when tho Graud In- 
spector rises. 

Master — What is the hour? 

Inspector— A star indicates the first In- 
stant. tho first hour, and the first day in 
which the Grand Architect commenced 
the creation of the Universe. 

Master raps ono and two, when tho 
companions all rise. 

Master — Companions, it is the first in- 
stant, the first hour, tho first day, tho 
first year, when Solomon commenced 
the Tcrapio ; the first day, the first hour, 
the first instant for opening thin Chapter. 
It is time to commence our labors. 

Master rapB one and two. the other of- 
ficers do the same, and the companions 
clap ono and two with their hands, when 
the Master declares the Chapter dnly 
opened for the dispatch of business. 

When a companion is to receive this 
degree he is prepared outside by the Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies, who conducts him to 
the door of the Chapter and raps one and 
two. which is answered by the same from 
within. He is admitted through the door 
by tho same ceremonies as in the former 
degrees, and conducted to the east, whsro 
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he is thus addressed by the Most Potent 
Master : 

Master — Brother, it has become neces- 
sary to form a School of Architecture for 
the instruction of the brethren employed 
in the Teinplo, as none bnt skillful ar- 
chitects can bring the same to perfection. 
In order to prevent some brethren from 
receiving the honors and rewards due 
only to brethren of talents, we have 
deemed it expedient to prove and test 
nil those who present themselves as can- 
didates for this degree. We therefore 
require yon to make the tour of the 
Temple, for the purpose of examining 
tho work, ami to produce a plan drawn 
with exactness which you must prescut 
for Inspection, that we may judge whe- 
ther you aro entitled to this degree. 

Master of Ceremonies conducts candi- 
date round the Chapter, and iuto several 
side rooms, (If there arc any.) He finally 
halts iu the west, by the Grand Inspector, 
where candidate draws certain plans, oi- 
ls supposed to do so. Master of Cercrao 
nlos then informs the Master that candi- 
date has completed tho lubor assigned to 
him. 

Master— My brother, what are the 
fruits of your travels t 

Candidate (Instructed)— Most Potent, 

I have brought a plan of the works of 
tho Temple, which I am ready to present 
for your inspection. 

Master— Present it. 

Masti r of Ceremonies conduct* candi- 
date to the Master, who receive* aud ex- 
amines his plnn. then hands it to some of 
the companions, who cxumlue it approv- 
ingly, and it aud it back to the Master. 

Master— It is with pleasure wo witness 
tho skill you have manifested in fulfilling 
tho conditions prescribed to you, but we 
require further proof before you can bo 
admitted amoug us. Wo again require 
you to travel. 

Master of Ceremonies again conducts 
caudhlate round the Chapter, stopping 
at the north, and explaining to him that 
the North Star, there represented, being 
a guide to mariners, so ought virtue to 
be a guide to every Grand Master Archi- 
tect Stopping again at the west, the 
candidate is instructed to approach the 
east by one and two steps, which brings 
him iu front of the altar. 

Master to candidate— Wliat have you 
learned in your travels? 

Candidate (instructed)— That virtue, 
as well as tal-uis. should be possessed 
by every one admitted to this degree. 

The obligation in this degreo Is then 
administered. It is similar to former ob- 


ligations, as to secrecy, &c., the penalty 
being to have the hand cut in twain. 

Most Potent Master then addresses 
candidate on his proficiency in Geom- 
etry. and iu the Masonic art, and insivue.ta 
him in the sign, word, and tokens, viz.: 

Sign— Slide the right hand into tho 
palm of tho left, pause a moment, clench 
the fingers of the right hand, extend tho 
thumb, and with it make the motion of 
tracing a plan in tho palm of the left, di- 
recting your eyes to tho brother, as if 
drawing from his dictation. This sign is 
varied in some Chapters, by using tho 
fore-finger in place of the thumb. 

Token— Join right hand to the bro- 
ther's left, interlacing tho fingers, placo 
the left hand on your hip ; tho brother 
will do the same with his right hand. 



Somo glvo tho following token, viz. : 

I oln right hands, interlacing tho three 
ast fingers, aud fixing them so as to form 
a square; place tho left hand on your 
brother's shoulder. 

Pass word— R abacim or RaU-Ranain. 
Sacred word— AdoNaI. 

In closing. Most Potent Master rnps 
one, when Grand Marshal rises, and tho 
Master enquires the duties of tho several 
officers, A c., which questions arc answer 
ed in detail. 

Master raps two, and Inspector rises. , 
Master— What Is the hour ? 

Inspector— The Temple is completed, 
Most Potent. 

Master raps one and two, and all tho 
brethren rl6e, when he says— As we have 
finished the great work, our labors are 
ended, and wo will close this Chapter. 

The signs are now given as in previous 
degrees, when the officers rap one and 
two. tho brethren clap one and two with 
their hands, and the Chapter is closed* 
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KNIGHT OP THE NINTH ARCIL 

The history of this degree places its 
origin in the Vision of Enoch, which is 
thus giveu : A mountain seemed to him 
to riBo in tho hcaveuR, and he was trans- 
ferred to tho top of it. He there saw a 
triangular plate of gold upon which were 
some characters which ho was command- 
ed nover to pronounce. Presently he 
seemed to bo lowered perpendicularly 
into tho bowels of tho earth through Nino 
Arches, and at tho bottom of the Ninth, 
he saw tho samo triangular plate. Ho 
soon after built a temple under ground, 
similar to tho Nine Archos seen in his 
vision, being assisted by Methuselah, his 
son. After completing this temple, be 
caused to be made a triangular plate of 
gold, and engraved upon it tho ineffable 
characters which ho had boon command- 
ed not to prouounco. This plate ho en- 
riched with precious stoucs. ami placed 
it on a triangular pedestal of white mar- 
ble, which ho deposited in the Ninth 
Arch of Ids subterranean ediflee. Tho 
access to this Temple of Enoch was by 
a trap door of stone, or koy-stono, with 
an Iron ring at tho top, by which it could 
bo raised. No 0110 knew of tho treasures 
deposited In the Ninth Arch, except 
Enoch himself. Enoch then built two 
great pillars on a high mountain near by : 
ono of brass to withstand water, and the 
other of marble to withstand Are. On the 
marblo pillar ho engraved ccrtuin hiero- 
glyphics, disclosing tho concealment of 
the golden plato, &c., under ground ; on 
tho pillar of brass ho engraved the prin- 
ciples of Geometry, or Masonry. These 
ovonls occurrod before the flood, in the 
part of tho world known afterwards as 
i jo Land of Canaan. 

Somo treasure having been discovered 
among auclent ruins by the workmon of 
Kiug Solomon, he requested three Grand 
Master Architects (Gibulum, Joabert and 
Stolkyn) to mako a further search. They 
went ; and while at work Gibulum stuck 
his piok-ax through au iron ring fastened 
to r. stone. This proved to be a cubic 
stone, or trap, and on removing it a cav- 
vrn was discovered. Gibulum otfered to 


descend, and a rope was fastened round 
his body, and he was let down. He 
fonnd this cavern to consist of Nino 
Arches, and at the bottom of the Ninth 
Arch be found a triangular plato of golrl, 
with some mysterious characters en- 
graved thereon. This was brought to 
King Solomon, who, with Hiram, King *4 
Tyre, examined it closely. The inscrip- 
tion proved to be the mysterious word, 
tho true pronunciation of which had 
been lost, and was until then unknown. 

The meeting of the Knights is called a 
Chapter, and tho room represents the 
audience chamber of Kiug Solomon. It 
is hung with red and white curtains, and 
lighted by three candlcbrus of three 
lights each, viz. : one in tho oast, one in 
tho west, aud one in tho south. A se- 
cond apartment is also necessary to rep 
resont tho cavern of Enoch. 

Thrice Potout Grand Master (repre- 
senting King Solomon) is seau-d uuder a 
canopy in the oast. Ho is dressed in 
royal robes of yellow and blue, with a 
sceptre in his hand, and a crown upon 
his head. 

Senior Warden (representing Illram, 
King of Tyre) is clothed In royal robes 
of purple 'and yellow, with n crown on 
his head, and a sword in his hand. 

Senior Grand Warden (or Grand In- 
spector, representing Gibulum) l« seated 
in tho weRt. He dresses in a bluo robe, 
with sword in hand. 

Juulor Grand Warden (representing 
Stolkyn) Is seated in the south. 

Grand Treasurer (representing Joa- 
bert) is seated in tho north, and wears a 
blue robe. 

The brothren are clothed in black 
robes aud caps, and each wears tho 
apron, tho order, and the jewel of thl 3 
degree. Tho officers likewise all wear 
tho order aud tho Jewtd. 

The Order is a broad purple ribbon, 
extending from tho right shoulder to tho 
loft hip, at the end of which is attached 
a golden triangle, with the mysterious 
word eugraved thereon, enclosed in rays. 
The apron is of purple silk, boidored with 
white : on it a triangle. 

In opening the Chapter, Thrico Po- 
tent Master raps aevon, and Grand In- 
spector rises. 

Master— Are wc all Knights of the 
Ninth Arch ? 

Inspector — Wo arc, Thrice Potent 

Master then inquires the places and du- 
ties of the different officers, as in former 
degrees. 

Master raps eight, aud Junior Grand 
Warden rises. 
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Master — “What is the hour 1 

Warden— The rising of the sun. 

Master raps three times three, when 
the companions ail rise, nud ho says — If 
It is the vising or tho sun, it is time to 
commence our labors. Brother Stolkyn, 
you will please to give notice that we 
are about to open in this place a Chapter 
of Knights of tho Ninth Arch, &c. 

The signs are now given iu former de- 
grees, and then in this degree, as hereaf- 
ter explained. 

Tho two kings kneel at a pedestal in 
tho centre of tho Chapter, and raiso each 
other by interlacing the Ungers of tho 
loft hand, which is the tokcu in this de- 
gree. Tho brethren kneol and raise each 
other in tho same manner. 

Thrice Potent Master raps three times 
three, tho other officers each rap tho 
Sftino, and the companions clap three 
times three with their bauds. 

Master — I declare this Chapter open. 

If a candidate is to bo admitted, he Is 
prepared in an outer room in company 
with two of tho brethren, three being 
necessary for tho ceremonies. They first 
go to tho door in company with several 
other brothers, when the Master of Cere- 
monies raps three times three on the door. 

Stolkyn raps three times threo from 
within, partly opens tho door, and in- 
quires — Who comes there 7 

Master— Several Intcndants of the 
Btilhliug, Elected Knight*, a:ul Grand 
M ister Architects, who solicit the honor 
of being admitted into tho secret vault 
under tho Sanctum Sanctorum. 

Junior Grand Warden— You will wait 
awhile until our Thrice Potent Master is 
luformod of your request, and his an- 
swer returned. 

Tho Warden (Stolkyn) goes and In- 
forms tho Master, who gives him the an- 
su'er, which ho ta><os t-» tho door, raps 
throe times three, partly opens it, and 
s:yi — My brethren, your request cannot 
now be granted. 

Candidate is now conducted back to 
tho preparation room, when presently 
nine brothers present themselves, and 
bring word as follows— It is the Thrice 
Potent Miutor’s request that Grand Mas- 
ter Architects Joabert, Stolkyn. and Gi* 
buluin attend at once in the audience 
chamber. 

Candidate and two companions are 
now introduced into the Chapter aud 
taken before the Thrice Potent Master. 

Mer ter — My brethren, you know that 
In digging for a foundation for the Tem- 
pi'*, wu found tho ruios of an ancient 
eddico. Among the rains, wu have al- 


ready discovered much treasure which 
has been deposited in the secret vault 
Are you willing to make farther re- 
searches among tho aucient ruins, and 
report to us your discoveries ? 

Master of Ceremonies — We are. 

Master — Go, and may success attend 
your labors. 

Candidate and his two companions arc 
conducted into a Bide room, where search 
is made among certain rubbish, when a 
ring is discovered In the floor, and a trap 
hoisted. Ouo of tho three, representing 
Stolkvn, addresses tho candidate. 

Stolkyn — This is evidently nn entrance 
to a secret cavern. Are you willing to 
dosceud ? 

Candidate — Yes. 

Stolkyn and Joabcrt tio a rope round 
his body, leaving two ends upward, and 
let him down, cautioning him that if jio 
desires to ascend, to pull on his right; 
and if he wishes to descend lower, to pull 
on his left In this way the candidate is 
lowered and raised twice, because ho can 
see nothing. The third time they give 
him a light In liis hand, and ho descends 
and discovers tho triangular plate of 
Enoch, described iu tho history of tills 
degree. At this moment one of tho poi- 
sons above drops down something on tho 
light, which extinguishes it, and candi- 
date pulls to be drawn up. Alter be is 
drawn up. Joabert goes down on a knot- 
ted rope, and brings up tho pinto, when 
they all return to the Lodge uud present 
the plate to tho Master. 

Master of Coremonh » — Thrice Potent, 
wo have obiycd your commands, and 
herewith present you with the fruits of 
our labors, and solicit the honor of be* 
iug made Acquainted with tho inscrip- 
tion on this cubic stone (meaning tho trap 
with tho ring iu it] and this golden tri- 
angle. 

Master (raising his hands) — Gibulttm 
islitov l IGibulum is a good man — the 
grand word in this degree.] 

Senior Warden raises his hands And 
makes the same exclamation. 

Waster (examining tho plate)— My bre- 
thren, your request cannot now be graft- 
ed. God lias bestowed upon you a pas 
llcular favor, iu permitting you to dis- 
cover the most precious jewel of Ma- 
sonry. The promise which God made to 
some of the ancient patriarchs, that in 
fubiess of time his uaino should be dis- 
covered, is now accomplished. As a re- 
ward for your zeal, constancy, and fidel- 
ity, 1 shall now constitute you Knights 
of the Ninth Arch, and I proraiso you an 
explanation of tbo mysterious characters 



THE INEFFABLE DEGREES l KNIGHT OF THE NINTH ARCH. 151 


on the golden plate, when it is fixed in 
the place designed for it, and I will then 
confer on you the most sublime and mys- 
terious degree of Perfection. 

Master directs the candidate and his 
companions to be conducted to the south- 
west, an 1 from thonce to approach the 
altar by throe times three steps, and 
there tako the obligation in this dcgre<*. 
Master of Ceremonies instructs candi- 
date, when the three approach tho altar, 
and the following obligation is admin- 
istered : — 

I, John Smith, do promise and vow, in 
the most solemn manner, and in the pre- 
sence of t!ie moHt a!ld l ,ni-sa ' u ' und 
•most terrible, just a id merciful God, that 
I will double my assiduity, zeal aujl love 
for my fellow brethren who havo taken 
this d agree of K. A. 

I promise further never to assist at 
tha initiation of any brother into tills 
degree, nor to give my consent that !»• 
bo initiated, unless ho shall regularly 
havo received all tho foregoing degrees 
in a Just and regular Lodge, and unless 
ho shows n charitable disposition for Ma- 
sonry, and also obtains a permission from 
under the hands and seals of tho officers 
of a just and regular Lodge, uccordlug 
to unciont laws. . 

I furthermore promlso never to give to 
nny number less than three, and those to 
be well examined, this degree, unions 
when authorized for that purpose by a 
particular patent, and with a view of 
constituting a Chapter of K. A. Masons 
—which I will never consent to be lioldon 
within twenty-fivo leagues of one already 
regularly constituted. 

1 further promise carefully to observo 
and pay due obedlcnco to all the laws, 
rules and regulations, established and 
n-jpolnted by this IC. A. Chapter, as also 
to keep Inviolable tho secret* communi- 
cated in it. 

I furthermore promise that I will not 
debauch nny females related to a bro- 
ther, knowing them to bo such. 

All this I promise under the penalties 
of my former obligations, and In caso of 
fellow, that my body may be exposed to 
the beasts of the forest as a prey ; so 
God maiutain mo in my present obll 
cation. 

Thrlco Potent Master now instructs 
candidate in ihe sign, token and words 
of this degree, as follows : ..... 

Sign— Kneel on the left Unco, the right 
hand turned and placed on the back, the 
left hand raised above the head, (palm 
upwards.) tho body loaning forward. It 
alludes to the penalty. 


Token— The brothers raise each other 
from the position given in the sign by in- 
terlacing the fingers of the left hand. 
The one raising says. Tob, Banai. Arna- 
labec. The one being raised says, Gibu- 
lum ishtov. 

There are nine pass words, one for 
each arch, viz. : 1st, Jov ; 2d. J«*ho ; 3d, 
Juha ; 4th, Havah; 5tli, Elgihbor; Gth, 
Adonai ; 7th, Joken ; 8th, Eloah ; UUj, 
Elzcboath. 

Grand Word— Gibulum ishtov— signi- 
fying. Gibulum is a good roan. 

' Candidate Is now invested with tho 
, regalia of this degree, and is directed to 
I salat® tho Senior Warden as a Knight of 
; tho Ninth Arch, which ho does. 

Tho Chapter is closed with a lecture, 
recapitulating tho initiation, and by the 
Thrice Potent recitiug tho historj' of the 
degree. Ho adds that the great flood of 
Noah, which took placo in the year of 
the world 1656, destroyed most of tho su- 
perb monuments of antiquity, iucludlng 
the marblo pillar of Enoch. But tho pil- 
lar of brass was preserved, by means of 
which the groat Institution of Masonry 
lias bee a handed down to us. By this 
means tho wisest man who over lived, 
Klug Solomon, was enabled to erect tho 
magnificent Temple which bore his name. 
He bogan the building in the fourth year 
of hi* reign, having selected for tho sito 
of it tho most beautiful and healthy spot 
In nil Jerusalem, and by governing tho 
Craft with diligence and wisdom, he was 
enabled to present to a wondering world 
so perfect on edifice that its equal was 
never known, nor U it probable over 
will be, In all future time. 

Master then raps seven, and inquires 
the duties of the several officers, which 
is answered by Senior Warden. 

Master raps eight and inquires of Juu- 
ior Wardon— What is the hour t 

Junior Warden— The setting of the 
sun. Thrice Potent. 

Master— If it is sunset, it is time to 
close our labor*. 

Master (rapping three times three, and 
companions all risiug) — Brother Junior 
Wardi n. yon will please to give notice 
that I am about to closo this Chanter by 
three times three. (Notice given.] Tl«a 
brethren will attend to giving the signs. 

Tho signs are now given, first, those <>f 
this degree, and then all the others, back- 
ward. 

Master and all the officers rap three 
times three in succession, the brethren 
clap three times three with their hands, 
when the Master declares tho Chapter 
duly closed. 
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during his absence. He wears, as an 
oftieial jewel, a crowned compass, with a 
moon in the centre. 

Senior Grand Warden, representing 
Adouiram, sou of Abda, eits in tho west, 
and wears a golden trowel lor his jewel 

Junior Grand Warden sits in tho south, 
and wears a golden u\\ ord for his j.:wel. 

Grand Knight of tho Seals sits at tho 
left of the Senior Grand Warden in tho 
west, with an ivory key for a jewel: his 
duty is to take care of the archives of the 

Grand Treasurer sits In the Lorih, 
wearing a golden key for a jewel : duty, 
to keep the funds of the Lodge, 

Grand Secretary is stationed in the 
south, wearing lor his jewel a golden 
pen : duty, to keep a record of tho pro- 
ceedings. 

Graud Orator sits in the south, ho- 
l"'eeu the Junior Warden and Secre- 
tary : he wears a golden scroll : hit* duty 
,a to make discourses In illustration of 
the Order, instruct new brethren, and 
explain the Ineffable Degrees. 

Grand Master of Ceremonies nits in 
the north, between tho Treasurer and 
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Or, Grand Elect, Perfect, and 
Sublime Mason. 

The Lodge in this degreo represents a 
subterranean vault, hung with rod cur- 


is muminntcu by tho Burning IJush, ami Grand Captain of the Guards, ronre- 
vlr °-^ t hrr m ** h >y Zorubbabcl. Is stationed in tho 

. ?’ < five « “ V 1 * gtmtb> north - botw « on Master of Ceremonies 

seven in the west and nine in the east. and Knight of the Seals : big k-wel, u 

ir«i«nui U q 1 * 8 °* Lodge consists of golden spear: liis duty to ace that tho 
Holy Bible, Square, Compasses and Tri- Guards are at their proper stations, and 
? S J" CV T' * Uar of 8ftC,i ' l * P^vlde for tho‘ necommodatkm of 
5“* J* b: ,0 r Shew Bread, Brazen La- members nnd visiting brethren. 
t nJ £ lh « 0o J \ e ““ n > Tables of the In addition to tho above is the Grand 

Ccd./mns And T°r ,Ucka ; !^ V .° 2 raIOn Tyler, stationed at the door: jewel, a 
Columns, Golden Uru of 0.1, Golden golden flaming sword : his duty is to 

Jfwt.feV’nMR! wnUjr ’ S° ,<lon , C i obK l « nar<1 the entrance to Ibo secret vault. 
nJ ii £ 2? , g f I™* 1 ’. Silver Likewise, in some Lodges, tho Hospi- 
°L n raen A, aild «° Cub,C(U Stono. tabic Brother, stationed in tho north : 

hfanruln^ald/ h ° ° fficer8 lg a while *»"«*. a winged rod: Ids duty is to visit 
ti 'angular tabic. the sick brethren, and take charge of tho 

- 1 1‘° <»J«mbly Is called a Grand Lodge charity funds of tho Lodge. 

J} ® lMt con8 , i8t of only The officers wear collars of broad 
Iron ir K ? r . k,B £ m«®bers. If a Whito watered silk ribbon, with white 
““ ,lber J 0,, > the Lodge, and arc and red rosettes at tho bottom, from 
nt an ^ tbe excess of which tho jewed is suspended. 

'? C r n . take “° part in the P ro * of the brethren wears a sword: 

honorarv millr? 11 *P ec,alora . or a triangular black apron borde red with * 
Thpr7nS , „ ’ e ° M ,aC0 and llocd Wi,h white, iu tho 

Th iri pniSf a?^! os follow* : centre of which is a golden delta with 

■eSlnffKIn^ t SSo2^ d .i«. , ^fc repre * ‘S* Hebrew characters JOD-HK-Vau-HK 
Tiu! wJJJs L - ir I he ea **» thcreon: a co,,ar of flame colored rib- 

J2 J ew . ol *, acrown * bon, " ith white and red rosette at tho 

n^u??’ M gUa IQ U Cen ‘ re - bottom, from which hangs golden com- 
jt£m TGn^? Tv« a I? r * res ?“ tm K P?***, crowned, the points extended to 
the Thrt™ S p, f Ty . ' °, Q . n ® ht .i >f 1 EID «ty degrees: between the points a 

the Thrice Potent, and is to preside I medal, with sun, blazing star, Sic., on it. 
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In opening: the Lodge, Thrice Potent 
plaster raps three, Grand Marshal rises. 

Master — Are wo all Perfect and Sub- 
limo Masons ? 

Marshal — We are, Thrico Potent. 

Master raps five, Junior Warden rises. 

Master — Brother Junior Warden, what 

the hour? 

Junior Warden — High twelve. 

Master— What do you understand by 
high twelve ? 1 

Junior Warden — That the sun has 
galued Its meridian height, and darts Its 
rays with greatest force on this Lodge. 

Master— It is then time that we should 
profit by its light. 

Master raps seven, Senior Warden rises. 

Mastor — My venorablo Brother Senior 
Wardon, what brings you hero? 

Senior Warden— Love of Masonry, my 
obligation, and a desire for perfection. 

’ Master— IIow arc you to conduct your- 
self lu this place? 

Senior Warden— With tho most pro- 
found respect. 

Master — Why Is it that men of ull con- 
ditions assembled in this place, aro called 
brethreu, and aro all equal ? 

Senior Wardeu— Because the Ineffable 
liamo puts us lu mind that thore is one 
boing superior to us all. 

Master — Why Is respect paid to the 
triangle ? 

Senior Warden— Because It contains 
tho name of the Grand Architect of tho 
Universe. 

Master raps nine, the brethren all rise. 

Master— Brother Senior Warden, you 
will give notice that I am about to open 
a Lodge of Porfect Grand Elect and 
Sublime Masons, by the mysterious num- 
ber 3, 5, 7 and 9. 

Senior Warden makos proclamation 
that a Lodgo of Perfect and Sublime 
Masons is about to bo opened, &c. 

Tho signs of all former degrees, up to 
this oac, aro now given. 

Master raps three, when all the breth- 
tqu give the first sign in thi9 degree, as 
hereafter explained. 

The second and third signs are given 
l \ like manner. 

Muster raps three, five, seven and 
X'.uej Senior Warden the same; Junior 
Warden the same ; and then all the breth- 
ren clap their hands tho same, and the 
Master declares the Lodge open. 

Tho brethren seat themselves in a tri- 
angular form round the altar. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, he 
first gams admittance to the door of the 
ante-chamber by the nine pass-words of 
♦. Knight of the Ninth Arch : here he 


gives three distinct knocks, which are 
answered by three from within by the 
Master of Ceremonies, who partly opens 
the door and asks — Who comes there ? 

Candidate— A Knight of the Ninth 
Arch, who wishes to be admitted into the 
sacred vault 

Master of Ceremonies — Give the pass. 

Candidate — Shibboleth. 

Master of Ceremonies — The pass js 
right— you may enter hero. 

Candidate (conducted by Master of 
Ceremonies) goc*9 to the second door of 
the ante chamber and raps throe, live 
and Bcven, which are answered by simi- 
lar raps from within. The door is part- 
ly opened, the pass, Elhanon, is given, 
when he passes to the door of the Lodge, 
and raps threo, five. Raven nud nine. 

Junior Warden — Thrice Potent, there 
is an alarm at the door of the sacred 
vault. 

Mastor — See who knocks thcro. 

Juuior Warden goes to tho door and 
raps three, five, soveu and nine, partly 
opeux tho door, aud Inquires— Who comes 
there ? 

Candidate— A Knight of tho Ninth 
Arch, who is desirous of being admitted 
into tho sacred vault and arriving at per- 
fection. 

Juuior Warden— Glvo mo tho pass. 

Candidate — Adonoi. 

Junior Warden— The pass Is right: 
you will wait until our Thrice Potent 
Master is informed of your request, aud 
his answer returned. 

Junior Wardeu shuts the door, and 
goes and Informs the Master of what has 
occurred. 

Master — Let the Knight bo Introduced 
in ancient form. 

Junior Warden opens tho door, when 
the Mastor of Ceremonies conducts can- 
didate to the west cud of tho Lodgo, be- 
tween the Wardens, and he makes the 
sigu of admiratiou, as on page 135. 

Master to caudidatc — My brother, what 
is your desire ? 

Candidate — To be made a Grand Elect, 
Perfect aud Sublime Mason. 

Master — Before I can initiate yon, you 
mast satisfy us that you aro well skilled 
In Masonry, otherwise you must be sent 
back until yon are better qualified. Aro 
you a Mason ? 

Candidate — My brethren all know mo 
as such. 

Master — Give me the sign, token, and 
word. 

Candidate gives those of Entered Ap 
prentice, as on pages 7 and 1L 

Master — Aro you a Fellow Craft ? 
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Candidate — I have seen the letter G, examined this Knight in the various de- 
ami know the pass. gives of Masonry, and find him perfect ; 

Master— Give me the sign, token and do you consent that he shall be exalted 
words. to the sublime and mysterious degree of 

Candidate gives signs, Ac., of the Fcl- Perfection ? If any brother present ob- 
low Craft degree. jects, let him state bis objection. 

Muster — Are yon a Master Mason t A Brother (riaiug) — Thrice Potent, I 

Candidate — I have seen the sprig of have objections to him. which I will 
cassia, aud know what it means. [Gives communicate, if the candidate retires, 
signs, Ac.. of the Muster Mason’s degree.] Master orders candidate to retire into 
Master — Are you a Secret Master ? the ante-chamber, aud he leaves the 

Candidate — I have parsed from the room with the Master of Ceremonies, 
square to the compasses opened to seven Presently the door of the Lodge Is 
degrees. [Gives the signs, Ac., of a Secret opened, and candidate is conducted back, 
Muster. aud placed in the wost. 

Muster — Are you a Perfect Master ? Master to candidate— Before you can 
Candidate — I liavo seen the tomb of be exalted to this sublime degree, I must 
our respectable Master, Hiram Abiff, ask you certain questions rclutive to 
and have, in company with my brethren, your past life, and I trust you will an* 
slmd tears at the same. [Gives sign, Ac., swer them sincerely and satisfactorily, 
of a Perfect Master.] Master then asks candidate the follow* 

Master — Are you an Intimate Secre- lug questions, which he answers In do* 
tury ? tail 1st. Hare you never wilfully re* 

Oandidate— My curiosity is satisfied, vealed auy of tho Secrets of Masonry? 
but it nearly cost me my life. (Gives the 2d. Have you always bcou charitable to- 
sigus, Ae., of an lutlraute Secretary ] wards your brethren ? 3d. Have you 

Master — Arc you a Provost aud. I udgo? never defrauded a brother? 4tb. Are 
Caudidat. — I am. anil render justice to you in the habit of using tho name of 
all men. without distinction. [Gives the God profanoly ? 5th. Docs your con- 
signs, Ac , of a Provost and Judge.] science nccuso you of havlug committed 
Muster— Are you an lntcudaut of the auy offence against your brethren, which 
Building? ought to debar you from receiving this 

Candidate— I have made tho five steps degree ? 
of exactness, I peuutratcd the inmost All these questions having been an- 
part of the Temple, and huvo seen the swered In the negative, tho Master says 
great light In which was three mystori- — Brethren, do you consent that this can- 
ons characters, J. J. J. (Gives signs, Ac., didAte bo admitted aoiong us ? If so, 
of un Intoudant of the Building J please to raise your right hands. 

Master— Are you an Elected Knight ? The bretbren'all raise their right hands. 
Caudidatt — One cavern received mo, Master — Wo accept you, my brother, 

one lamp gave mo light, and ono foun- ft' a Perfect aud Sublime Ma-on. You’ 
tain refreshed me. [Gives signs, Ac., of will approach tho altar aud tako the ob* 
an Elected Knight ] ligation. 

Master — Are you a Master Elect of Candidate (instructed by Master of 
Fifteen ? Ceremonies) approaches tlio altar by 

Candidate— My zeal and works have three, five, seven and niue steps, and 
procured mo that honor. (Gives sigus, kneels on his left knee, when the Master 
A:c , of a Master Elect of Fifteen ) administers the obligation — 1st. Secrecy. 
Master — Are you an Illustrious Knight? 2d. To conceal tho laws and regulations 
Candidate — My name will Inform you. of this degree. 3d. To assist brethren in 
[Gives signs, Ac., of Illustrious Knight] sickness with his counsel, purse, and 
Master — Aro you a Oraud Master Ar- arms. 4th. Not to assist in making a 
chitect ? brother of this degree, unless ho shall bo 

Candidate — I know tho use of the ma- of good moral character, and who has 
thematieal instruments. [Gives the sigus, been an officer of some regular Lodge, 
Ac, of that degree ] aud to receive him by virtue of a power 

Master — Arc yr u a Knight of the Ninth granted by proper authority. 5th. To 
Arch ? endeavor, on all occasions, to observe 

Candidate— T have penetrated the bow- strictly duties to God and the coinrnu 
els of tho earth through Nine Arches, nity. 6th. That he will not be concerned 
have s-cn the brilliant triangle. [Gives in conferring this degree upon any Ma- 
fclgns Ac., of the Ninth Arch degree.] son whose character and knowledge he 
Muster — My brethren, I have carefully disapproves, nor unless he has been elect* 
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ed and fnstalled as an officer in some reg- 
ular Lodge, Chapter, Encampment, or 
Couucil. 7th. That he will never fully 
pronounce, more than once in his life, the 
mysterious word of this degree. The 
penalty is to have the body cut open, and 
the bowels torn out and given to the vul- 
tures for food. 

After administering tho obligation, the 
Master makes a prayer, as ia the* text- 
book. 

Master of Ceremonies now presents the 
Thrice Potent Master with a trowel, and 
a hod of ointment. 

Master to candidate— My brother, I 
whall now proceed to anoint you with the 
holy oil wherewith Aaron, David, and 
tho wis© Solomon were anointed. 

Master touches candidate with the 
trowel, on tho head, the lips, and the 
heart, saying at the samo time : Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together In unity, &c. 

Master then offers candidate bread and 
wine, and raises hlin from his kneeling 
posture : tho brethren all take wine, &o. 

Master now instructs candidate in tho 
signs, tokens aud pass words of this de- 
gree, as follows : 

First sign — Samo as tho due-guard of a 
Master Mason. I Page 30.] 

Second sign— Bring your right hand to 
your left chock, extending it ns though 
to guard that sido of the face ; your left 
is to support tho right elbow ; apply the 
left hand In the same manner to the right 
check, supporting tho left elbow with tho 
right hand. It is pretended that Moses 

t laced himself in these attitudes when 
o saw tho burning bush. 

Third sign— Give the sign of admira- 
tion, (pago 133,] and thou placo three 
fingers of the right hand on tho lips. 

First token — Same as that of tho En- 
tered Apprentice. [Pago 7 ] 

Second token — Samo as tho Masters 
grip. [Pago 36.1 Having given it, say. 
“Can you go farther 1" ho will slip his 
haud above your wrist, to the middle of 
tho arm, and so to tho elbow ; ho then 
puts his left hand to your shoulder, and 
presses thrice. 

Third token — Seize each other’s el- 
bows with the left hand, and put the right 
hand on each other’s nock, as if In tho act 
of raislug one up 

First pass-word — SHIBBOLETH, repeat- 
ed thrice. 

Second pass-word— H elenIHaM. 
Third pass-word — Mahak-Makak-a- 
BAic. This Is translated, God be praised, 
we have finished it. 

First covered word — GlBOLUM. 


Second covered word — M ahaBIN. 

Third covered word— A don AL 

Grand word— J ehovah. This word 
is given by repeating alternately, the 
names of the Hebrew letters used in the 
word Jehovah— JO D H E-va U-HK. 

Master to candidate— You will now 
pronounce to mo the mysterious svord. 

Candidate — 1 cannot but oucu in life. 

Master — llow will you then give it ? 

Candidate— JOD HE-VAU HE. [Hebrew 

Jehovah.] 

Master — I will now give you the true 
pronunciation of the name of the Deity, 
ns revealed to Enoch, aud ho engraved 
the letters cornposiug It on a triangular 
plate of gold, which was hidden for many 
ages in the bowels of the earth, aud lost 
to mankind. The mysterious words 
which you received In the preceding de- 
grees, are all so many corruptions of the- 
truo uamo (of God) which wus engraved 
on the triangle of Enoch. In this on- 
graving, tho vowel points nre so arranged 
as to give the pronunciation thus— Yow- 
HO. This word, when thus pronounced, 
is called tho iucffablo word, which can- 
not be altered as other words are, and 
tho degrees which you have received, 
aro called, on this accouut, Ineffable De- 
grees. This word yon will recollect was 
not found until after the death of Hiram 
A biff, consequently tho word engraved 
by him on the ark, is not the true name 
of God. 

Most Potent Master Instructs candi- 
date with tho secret characters, and then 
invests him with the jewel, apron, &.C., 
saying — I now salute you as a Graud 
Elect, Perfect aud Sublime Mason, See., 
[reading the charge from a text-book ] 

In closing the Lodge, Thrice Potent 
Master raps three, when Grand Marshal 
rises, and Master inquires the duties of 
the various officers. 

Master raps five, and says to Junior 
Warden— What is tho hour? 

Junior Warden — It is midnight. 

Master — If it is midnight, it- is time to 
close our labors. [Raps seven, and Se- 
nior Warden rises ] 

Master — Brother Senior Warden, how 
should Perfect aud Sublime Masters par.* 

Senior Warden — They should part ia 
peace, love and uuity. 

Master raps nine, when all the brethren 
rise, aud the signs aro given, beginning 
with those of this degree, and going back- 
ward through the other degrees. 

All the officers rap three, five, seven 
and nine, and the brethren clap the same 
with their hands, when the Thrice Pote.t 
Master declare* the Lodge duly closed. 
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Historical and Philosophical 
DEGREES. 



PRINCE OP JERUSALEM. 


This degree Is historical, and is found- 
ed on the rebuilding of the Temple, af- 
ter the encouragement givoa by Darius. 
King of Persia, to Zeroobabel, a Prince 
of Judah, who journeyed to Babylon, as 
described in the degree of Knights of the 
Red Cross. Those who accompanied 
Zerubbabel on that journey wero styled 
Knights of the East. 

After the work of rebuilding had been 
commenced, Zerubbabel was much an- 
noyed by the Samariums, and Anally 
forced to abandon the enterprise. Ho 
thereupon sent an embassy to Darius, the 
successor of Cyrus, who Issued a decree 
prohibiting all persons, on pain of death, 
from interfering with the work, and the 
Temple was then completed. 

Princes of Jerusalem have a right to 
Inspect all Lodges or Councils of an infe- 
rior degreo, aud can revoke and annul all 
the work done in such Councils or Lodges, 
If the same shall bo inconsisteut with the 
rogulatiouH of Masonry. They must lead 
irreproachablo lives, aud if guilty of un- 
masonlc conduct, they aro punished at 
tho discretion of the Grand ConuciL 

The meeting la termed a Convention, 
ur Grand Council. There are two apart- 
ments, one In the west, and the other in 
the east ; aud they should be connected 
by a hall. The ono in the west repre- 
sents the Court of Zerubbabel, at Jeru- 
salem. It is hung with yellow drapery. 
The eastern apartment represents the 
Cabinet of Darius. 

Most Equitable Sovereign Grand Mas- 
ter, representing Zerubbabel, sits on a 
throne in the western apartment, aud 
wears a yellow robe and turban, and a 
red apron with yellow flap : on the apron 
U a picture of the Temple, a square, a 


buckler, a triangle and a hand : on tho 
flap is a balance, and the letters D. Z. 
[Darins and Zerubbabel.] The jewel is 
a golden medal— on one side a baud hold- 
ing a balauce ; ou the other a two-edged 
sword with five stars around the edg«a 
and point, and the letters D. Z. above. 

The other officers are clothed in yel- 
low robes aud caps, wear red gloves, and 
each carries a sword. They are — 

Most Enlightened Senior and Junior 
Grand Wardens. 

Valiant Grand Treasurer. 

Valiant Grand Master of Ceremonies. 

Valiant Grand Marshal. 

Valiant Graud Tyler. 

The brethren are Valiant Princes, and 
It takes five to open a Convention. 

In opening, Master raps one, nud say* 
— Valiant Grand Master of Ceremonies, 
what is the first business of a Graud 
Couucil of Princes of Jerusalem? 

Master of Ceremonies— To seo that tho 
Guards are at their proper stations. 

Master— Attend to that duty, aud in 
form the Guards that wo are about to 
open a Council of Princes of Jerusalem. 

Master of Ceremonies goes and sta- 
tlons the Guards, returns, aud says— The 
Ouards are set, Most Equitable. 

Master (raps two, and Junior Warden 
rises)— Enlightened J unior Warden, what 
is our ue*t business? 

Junior Warden— To see that all pros- 
enl are Princes of Jerusalem. 

Master— Attend to that duty. 

Junior Warden (scrutinizing tho bre- 
thren)— Wo are all Princes of Jerusa- 
lem. Most Equitable. 

Master (raps three)— Most Enlighten- 
ed Senior Warden, what is tho hour ? 

Senior Warden — The rising of tho sun. 

Master — What remains to be done ? 

Senior Warden — Arrange the Princes 
in two columns, for the proper discharge 
of their dnties. 

Master— Attend to that duty. 

The brethren now form iu columns 
across tho room from wcbI to east— the 
Senior Warden on the left of the right 
column, and tho Junior Warden ou the 
right of the left column. 

Master — Enlightened Senior and Ju- 
nior Wardens, inform your respective 
columns that I am about to open this 
Convention of Princes of Jerusalem by 
three and two. 

Senior and Junior Wardens repeat tho 
orders of the Master. 

Master — Attention, Valiant Princes, 
we will give the signs. 

Tho signs are now given in other de- 
grees and then in this degree, pee p. 158. 
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Master raps three and two, which is 
repeated by the two Wardens, when the 
Master declares the Grand Council duly 
opened and iu order for business. 

If a candidate Is to be admitted to this 
degree, ho is prepared outside by the 
Master of Ceremonies, hoodwinked, and 
led to the door of the Council chamber, 
where an alarm is given by rapping three 
and one. 

The door ia opened without ceremony, 
and the caudidato is led to the east in 
front of the Master. 

Master — What is your desire ? 

Candidate (instructed) — 1 como in he* 
half of tho peoplo of Israel to complain 
of tho Samaritans, who refuso to pay iho 
tribute Imposed upon them for defraying 
tho expense of tho sacrifices offered to 
God in tho Temple. 

Master — I have no power over the Sa- 
maritans : they aro subject to King Da- 
rius, who is at Babylon ; it is to him that 
such complaints must bo preferred ; but 
as wo aro all interested iu this thing, I 
will arm vou, and cause you to bo ac- 
companied by four Knights, that you 
may more easily surmount any difficulty 
which may present Itself In your journey 
to the Court of tho King of Persia. 

Tho bandage Is now removed from tho 
eyes of tho candidato; ho is armed with 
a sword and bucklor, and decorated as a 
Knight of tho East. Tho four Knights 
who accompany him aro armed in a simi- 
lar mauner. They commence their Jour- 
uoy, and aro attacked by some armed 
ruffians, whom they ro pulse. They ar- 
rive at tho door of tho Cabinet of Da- 
rius. Meant! mo ono of the Wardens ha3 
seated himself in tho eastorn apartment 
to personate Darius, and iu front sits a 
brother as Minister of 8tato. Candidato 
and tho four Knights eutcr. 

Candidate — Mighty King I tho Samari- 
tans refuse to pay tho tribute imposed on 
them by Cyrus, King of Persia, for do- 
fraying the expenses of the sacrifices 
which aro offered in the Temple which 
we are rebuilding: the people of Israel 
entreat thut you will compel the Samari- 
taus to perform their duty. 

Dariirt* — Your request is just and equi- 
table ; I order that the Samaritans shall 
Immediately pay tho tribute imposed on 
thorn. My Chief Minister shall deliver 
to you my decree for this purpose. Go 
in peace I 

Candidate retires, and Minister of State 
follows, and delivers the decree to him. 

In returning to the western apartment, 
candidate and his Knights protectors are 
again obstructed by lurking ruffians, but 


thoy fight their way until they are mot 
by brothers with lighted torches, who 
conduct them safely to the presence ol 
the Master. 

Candidate (handing the decree) — I de- 
liver to you tho decree of Darius, King 
of Persia, which we have obtained after 
defeating onr enemies, and encountering 
many dangers in our journey. 

Master reads the decree, as follows : 

We, Darius, King, Ac., willing to favor 
and protect onr people at Jerusalem, af- 
ter tho example of our illustrious prede- 
cessor, King Cyrus, do will and ordain, 
that the Samaritans, against whom com- 
plaints have been made, shall punctually 
pay tho tribute money which they owe 
for tho sacrifices of tho Temple— other- 
wise they shall receive tho punishment 
due to their disobedience. Given at Shu- 
sban, tho palace, this 4th day of tho 2d 
month, In tho year 3534, and of our reign 
the third, under the seal of our faithful 
Darius. SaNDRaM, Minister of State. 

Master — The people of Jerusalem am 
under great obligations to you for tho 
zeal and courage you have displayed in 
prosecuting so difficult a Journey, and for 
tho success which has attended your mis- 
sion. As a reward for the service, wo 
propose to confer unon you the myste- 
ries of the degTeo or Prince of Jerusa- 
lem. Aro you willing to tako tho obli- 
gntlon, which binds you to an exact ob- 
servance of our laws, and a careful con- 
cealment of those mysteries t 

Candidate — I am willing. 

Master — You will then kneel beforo 
tho altar for that purpose. 

Candidato kneels, when the Master 
comes forward and administers tho fol- 
lowing obligation : 

I, John Smith, do solemnly promise 
and swear, in tho presence of Almighty 
God, the Great Architect of heaven and 
earth, and of these Valiant Princes of 
Jerusalem, that I will never reveal tho 
mysteries of tho degree of Prince of Je- 
rusalem to any one of an inferior de- 
gree, or to any other person whatever. 
I promise and swear, as & Priuce of Je- 
rusalem, to do Justice to my brethren, 
r.nd not to rulo them tyrannically, bat in 
love. I promise and swear that I will 
never, by word or deed, attack the honor 
of any Prince of Jerusalem ; and that I 
will not assist in conferring this degree 
except in a lawful Grand Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem. All this I pro- 
mise and swear, nnder the penalty of be- 
ing stripped naked, and having my heart 
pierced with a poinard. So help mo GoA 
Amen I amen I amen 1 
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Richardson’s monitor of frse-masokbt. 


Master raises candidate, and then in- 
structs blm iu the signs, tokens and words 
of this degree, as follows : 

First Sigu — Extend the right arm hori- 
zontally at the height of the shoulder. 
This is termed the sigu of command. 

First Token — Each places his left hand 
• On bis left hip, and the right hand on his 
brother's left shoulder. 

Second Token — Join left hands, placing 
the thumb on the second joint of tho llttlo 
finger ; with the thumb strike five times 
on that joint. 

Pass word — TEDETH. The name of 
the Jewish month in which the Ambas- 
sadors entered Jerusalem. 

Sacred Word — A dar. The name of 
tho mouth in which thanks were given 
to God for the completion of the Temple. 
Iu somo Councils fbe following sign is 

e iven, viz. : Present yourself before your 
rother with your sword advanced, and 
your left hand resting on your hip, as if 
to commence a combat. He will answer 
tho sign by extending his arm at the 
height of the shoulder, tho right foot 
forming a square with the toe of the left. 

The March— Five steps on tho diago- 
nal of tho squaro towards the throne. 

Age — Tho age of a Princo of Jerusa- 
lem is 5 times 15. 

Master to candidate — I now appoint 
and constitute you, with your four com- 
panions, Princes and Governors of Jeru- 
salem, that you may render justice to all 
the people. I decorate you with a yel- 
low sash, to which Is attached a gold 
medal. The Balance on it is to admonish 
you to mako equity and justice your 
guides. Tho Hand of Justice is a mark 
of your authority over tho people. The 
Emblems of the Apron with which I 
now Invest von, havo reference to the 
works and virtues of Masons, and to your 
duty in tho high office with which you 
are invested. As Princes of Jerusalem, 
you will assemble in two chambers of 
the Temple. Be just, merciful, and wise. 
The Lecture is now given, and is a re- 

E etitiou of the initiation, the Master nsk- 
ig Senior Warden all the circumstances 
of his journey to Babylon, and interview 
with Darius, aud the Warden answering 
tho questions. It closes as follows : 

Master — How are Princes of Jerusa- 
lem clothed? 

Senior Warden — In cloth of gold. 
Master — What are their decorations? 
Sonior Warden — A yellow gash trim- 
med with gold from right to left ; to 
which was attached a golden medal, on 
which was engraved a balance, a sword, 
five stars, and the letters D. Z. 


Master— What is signified by the five 
stars on tho sash t 

Senior Warden — They are emblematic 
of the five Knights who journeyed from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 

Master— What is the age of a Princo 
of Jerusalem? 

Senior Warden — Five times fifteen. 

In closing tho Council the Master raps 
five, and Rays — Most Enlightened Junior 
and Senior Wardens, please to nnnounco 
to yonr respective colnranB that 1 am 
about to close this Grand Council by 
five times fifteen. 

Senior Warden (raps five)— Attention, 
Valiant Princes : it is the will of our 
Most Equitable Sovereign Grand Master 
that this Grand Council bo now closed. 

Junior Warden raps five and repeats 
tho same order. 

Master (rising) — Attention, Valiant 
Princes, we will now give the signs. 

Tho signs are given backward. 

Muster raps five times fifteen, which is 
repeated by tho two Wardens. 

Master — Be just, merciful and wise I I 
declare this Grand Council duly closed. 



KNIGHTS OF THE EAST AND WEST. 

This degree originated Iu Pnlestlue, 
and was brought to the west by tho 
Knights, eleven of whom made their 
vows of secrecy, friendship and discre- 
tion before a patriarch and Prince of Je- 
rusalem. The meeting is called a Council. 

The Council Chamber is hung with red 
drapery, sprinkled with gold stars. In 
tho east is a throne, or canopy, elevated 
by seven steps, supported by four lions, 
fonr eagles, ai d between them an angel, 
or seraphim, with six wiugs : on one sldo 
is a transparency of the sun, and on the 
other side, one of the moon : below Is a 
rainbow, and in front a basin of per- 
fumed w ater and a skull and cross bones. 
Six elevated canopies of three steps each 
are placed In tho north, aud six in tho 
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ucatii. Eleven of these are occupied by 
tiie eleven Venerable Ancients, and tho 
twelfth, at the right of the Master, is 
loft vacant. At the west are two cano- 
pies of Jive steps each for tho Venerable 
Wardens. 

A pedestal stands in front of the 
throne, on which lays a large Bible, with 
seven seals suspended therefrom. 

Most Puissant Venerable Master sits on 
the throne in the cast. 

Grand Senior and Grand Junior War- 
dens sit on tho two canopies in the west. 

Twenty-four Knights (including offi- 
cers) compriso the Council, and (except- 
ing the Venerable Ancients seated on 
canopies) are called Respectable An- 
cients. If thcro are any moro brethren 
present, they aro called Respectable 
Knights-, and must stand behind the Veu- 
erable Ancieuts. 

All tho brethren are clothed in white, 
with a zone of gold round the waist, long 
white beards, mid golden crowns on their 
hoads. Tho Knights, in their ordinary 
habits, wear a broad white ribbon from 
tho right shoulder to the left hip, with 
the Jewel suspended thereto. They also 
wear a cross of tho Order, suspended by 
a black ribbon, round their necks. 

Thcro Is a carpot on tho floor called a 
draft — a heptagon in a circle — over the 
unglos of which are the letters 0 D s P 
H F : in tho centre, a man clothed In a 
white robe, with a girdlo of gold round 
hla waist— his right baud extended, and 
surrounded with sc von stars — ho has a 
long whlto beard, his head surrounded 
with a glory, and a two-edged sword 
In hiB mouth — with bcvcd candlesticks 
round him, and over them tho following 
lottcrs : HUPIPRC. 

Tho Jewel is an heptagon of silver— 
at each angle a star of gold with ono of 
tho letters UDSPHOS thereon : in the 
centre a lamb on a book with soren seals. 
On reverse, same lottcrs in the angles, 
and in the centro a two-^dgyd sword 
between a balance. 

Tho Apron Is white, linod with rod, 
b irdered with yellow, or gold ; on the 
fl ip is painted a two-edg^d sword, sur- 
rmudoa with tho seven holy letters — or 
tiio npron may havo tho plan of the draft 
painted on it. 

Li opening the Council the Master lays 
his right hand on the Bible with seven 
seats. 

M aster — Venerable Knights Princes, 
what is your duty? 

Senior 'Warden—' To know if we aro 
secure. 

Master— See that we are so. 


Senior Warden (goes to the door and 
returns)— Most Pnissaut, we are in per- 
fect eecnrity. 

Master (rapping seven)— Respectable 
Knights Princes, our Grand Council is 
now open, and I claim your attention to 
the business thereof. 

Senior Warden — We promise obedi- 
ence to all the commands of our Most 
Puissant Venerable Master. 

Thw Knights all rise and salute the 
Master, when he returns the compli- 
ment, and requests them to he seated. 

If a candidate is to be admitted, ho is 
prepared by tho Master of Ceremonies 
in an ante-chambcr hung with red, nr.d 
lighted with seven lights. Ho is clothed 
in a white robe, and is led, barefoot, to 
the door of the Council Chamber, whero 
he elves seven raps. 

Master (rapping seven) — The youngest 
Knight present will go to the door aud de- 
mand who knocks. 

A Knight steps forward, knocks seven 
times on tho door, aud asks — Who comes 
there ? 

Master of Ceremonies — It is a valiant 
brother and Most Excellent PrJnco of 
Jerusalem, who requests to bo admitted 
to the Venerable ami Most Puissant. 

The Knight reports to tho Master, who 
says — Let him be introduced. 

Senior Warden goos and opens tho 
door, and taking candidate by the hand, 
snys— Come, my dear brother, I will 
show you mysteries worthy of contem- 
plation. Give me the sign, token, and 
word of a Prince of Jerusalem. 

Candidate gives sigu, &c., [page 158,] 
and is then directed to kneel a short dis- 
tance off in front of the Most Puissant 
Master, which ho docs. 

Senior Warden — Brother, you no doubt 
have always homo in memory tho obli- 
gations of your lormor degrees, and that 
you have, ns fnr as in the power of hu- 
man nature, lived agreeably to them ? 

Candidate— I have ever made it my 
study, and, I trust, my actions and life 
w ill prove it. 

Senior Warden — Have you particular- 
ly regarded yonr obligations aB a Sub- 
lime Knight of Perfcctiou. Knight of the 
East, and Prince of Jerusalem ? Do you 
recollect having injured a brother in aDy 
respect whatsoever ? or havo you seen 
or known of his being injured by others, 
without giving him timely notice, as far 
as was in yonr power ? I pray you an- 
swer me with candor. 

Candidate — 1 have In all respects done 
my duty, and acted with integrity to the 
best of my abilities. 
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Master—’ You will be please d to recol- 
lect, my brother, that the questions which 
have now been put to you, are absolutely 
necessary for us to demand, in order that 
the purity of our Most Respectable Coun- 
cil may net be sullied ; and it behooves 
you to be particular iu your recollection, 
as the indispensable ties which wo arc 
going to lay you under, will, in case of 
your default, only increase your sins, 
and serve to hurl you soouer to destruc- 
tion, should you have deviated from your 
duty : answer me, my dear brother. 

Candidate— I nevor havo. 

Master— Wo aro happy, my brother, 
lhat your declaration coincides with our 
opinion, and we are rejoiced to have it in 
our power to introduce you into our so- 
ciety. Increase our Joy by complying 
with our rules, aud decinro If you aro 
willing to bo united to us by taking a 
most solemn obligation. 

Candidate— I ardently wish to receive 
!t, aud to havo the honor of being united 
to so respectable and virtuous a society. 

Master orders the basin of perfumed 
water aud a clean napkin to bo brought 
to him, and directs caudidato to wash his 
hands, which ho dnes. 

Master rends the first six verses of 
Psalm xxiv. 

Candidate is raised and brought close 
to the foot of the throne, where l.c kneels 
on both knees, and placing his right hand 
on tho Bible, Ids left baud between the 
hands cf tho Most Puissant Master, he 
takes tho following obligation : 

I, Jolm Smith, do promiso and solemn- 
ly swear and dcclaro, in tho awful pro- 
scnco of the Ouly Ono Most Holy Puis- 
sant Almighty and Most Merciful Grand 
Architect of Heaven and Earth— who 
created tho universe and myself through 
Ills Infinite goodness, aud conducts it with 
wisdom and justice — and in tho presence 
of tho Most Excellent aud upright 
Triuces and Knights of the East and 
West hero present in convocation and 
council, ou my sacred word of honor aud 
under every tic, both moral and religious, 
that I will never reveal to any perron 
whomsoever below r.io, or to whom tho 
same may not belong, by being legally 
and lawfully initiated, tho secrets of this 
degree which is now about to bo commit- 
•nicated tc me, under the penalty cf not 
only being dishonored, but to consider 
ray life as tho immedir'e forf.iturc. and 
that to be taken from mo with nil the 
tortures and pains to be inflicted i:i man- 
ner as I have consented to la my pre- 
ceding degrees. 

I further promise and solemnly swear, 


that I never will fight or combat with 
my brother Knights, but will, at all times, 
when be has justice on his 6ide, be ready 
to draw my sword in his defence, or 
against such o ( his enemies who seek tho 
destruction of his person, his honor, 
peace, or prosperity ; that I never will 
revile a brother, or suffer others to re- 
flect on his character in Ills absence, 
without informing him thereof, or no- 
ticing it myself, at my option ; that I 
will remember, on all occasions, to ob- 
serve my former obligations, and bo lust, 
upright, and benevolent to all ray fellow 
creatures, as far as In my power. 

I further solemnly promiso and swear, 
that I will pay duo obcdicnco and sub- 
mission to all tho degrees cf Masonry ; 
and that I will do all in my power to 
support them in all Justifiable measures 
for tho good of the Craft, and advantago 
thereof, agreeably to tho Grand Consti- 
tutions. 

All this I solemnly swear and sincerely 
promise, upon my sacred word of honor, 
under the penalty of tho sovero wrath of 
tho Almighty Creator of hcovcu and 
earth ; and may Ho havo mercy on my 
soul, on tho groat and awful day f I 
judgment, agreeably to my conformity 
thereto. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Muster takes a box of perfumed oint- 
ment and anoints caudidato on bis head, 
eyes, mouth, heart, the tip of his right 
car, hand, nud foot, and says— You aro 
now, my dear brother, received a mem- 
ber cf our society ; you will recbllcct to 
llvo up to tho pneepts of it, and also re- 
member that those parts of your body, 
which havo the greatest power of assist- 
ing you la good or ovil, havo this dny 
been mado holy I 

Candidate rises and is conducted to tho 
west, where ho is placed between tho 
two Wardens, the draft, or carpet, lying 
before bim. v 

Senior Warden— Brother, you will ex- 
amine closely everything which our Most 
Tuissant Venerable Master is about to 
show you. 

Senior Warden (addressing tlio Conn*, 
cl!)— Is there a mortal here worthy \9; 
open the book with tlio seven srals 7 

The brethren all cast down their eyes 
and sigh. 

Senior Warden— Venerable and ro- 
spectablo brethren, bo not afflicted ; here 
U a victim (pointing to candidate) whoso 
courage will give you content 

Senior Warden to candidate — Bo you 
know why our Ancients have long white 
beards? 

Candidate— I do not know, but you J* 
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Senior Warden — They are those who The two Wardens seize candidate’s 
came here, after passing through great arm* and take from him his apron and 
tribulation, and having washed their jewel of the previous degree, 
robes in their own blood : will you pur- Tho winds again move, and r. second 
chase such robes at so great a price ? trumpet sounds, when the Junior War- 
Caudidate — Yes, I am willing den gives candidate the apron and jowel 

Tho two Wardens conduct candidate of this degree, 
up iu frout of tho basin, bare both his Agitation of the winds, and a third 
arms, and each ties a string around one, trumpet sounds, when tho Senior War- 
ns in the operation of blood-letting : then den gives candidate a long white beard, 
each Warden takes out a laucct and Bladders of wind whisked, and fourth 
piorcos the arm Just deep enough to draw trumpet sounds, when Junior Wurden 
a drop of blood, which is wiped off on a gives candidate a crown of gold, 
napkin and shown to the brethren. Winds move, and tilth trumpet sounds. 

Senior Warden — Sco, my brethren, a when Senior Warden gives caudidato a 
.man who has spilled his blood to acquire girdle of gold. 

a knowledge of our mysteries, andslirunk Wiuda ore agitated, when sixth trum- 
not from tho trial. pet sounds, aud Junior Warden gives 

Bluster now opens tho first seal of tho candidate the signs, tokens aud words of 
great book, and takes from thence a bone this degree, as follows : 
quiver, filled with arrows, and a crown, Sign— Look at your right shoulder ; it 

gives them to ono of tho Ancionts, and will be answered by looking at the left 
says — Depart, and continue the conquest shoulder. Ono suys, Abaddon, the oth- 
ile opens the second seal, and takes er, Jubulum. 
out ft sword, and gives it to the next An- First token— Place yonr left hand in 
elent, mid says— Go, and destroy peace the right baud of voor brother, who will 
among tho profane and wicked brethren, cover it with his left} both at tho anino 
that they may not appear in our Council, time look over their right shoulders. 

Ho opens the third seal, and takes a Second token— Touch your brother's 
balance, and gives it to tho next Ancient, left shoulder with your left hand ; he re- 
am! says— Dispenso rigid Justico to the piles by touching your right ehouldor 
profane mid wicked brethren. with bis right hand. 

Ho opens tho fourth seal, and takes out Sign for entering the Lodge— Place 
a skull, and gives it to tho noxt Ancient, your right hand on tho brother’s fore- 
mtd says— Go, and endeavor to convince bead, (i. o. tho Tyler’s,) he will do tho 
the wicked that death is tho reward of same. 

their guilt Pass-word — JUBULUM, or according to 

Ho opens tho fifth seal, and takes out some, Pkkigna.v aud Gadaon. 
ft cloth, stained with blood, and gives it Sacred word — ABADDON, 
to tho noxt Ancient, and says— When is The winds now fly about very brisk, 

tho timo (or, the timo will arrive,) that when tho seventh tnnuiwt sounds, aud 
wo shall rovonge and punish tho profane thou all the trumpets sound together, 
mid wicked, who have destroyed so mnuy when the Senior Warden conducts cau- 
of their brethren by false Accusations. didato to tho vacant raised canopy on 
Ho opens tho sixth seal, and ftt that tho right of the Master. [This last do- 
moment the sun is durkunod and the monstrafion is intended to represcut the 
moon stained with blood 1 end of tho world, when all true Masops 

lie opens the seventh seal, and takes are to receive their reward by being con- 
out luce use, which he gives to a brothor ; ducted to a throne at tho right hand of 
aud also a vase, with seven trumpets, the Deity, having first been puriliod by 
mid gives one to each of seven of the washing their robes in their own blooC.’ 
Venerable Ancients. This ends the initiation, aud a luctu:? 

Tho four remaiuiug Venerable An- is then given which explaius the why 
clouts, iu tho four corners, whisk about and wherefore of tho peculiar cerora*. 
inflated bladders of wind (the four winds.) nies in this degree — showing them all > 
Master— Hero is seen the fulfilment of be to the credit aud glorification of Mu 
a prophecy (Revelations viL 3.) Strike sonry. It is not particularly interesting. 
o.ot, nor punish the profane aud wicked In closing, the Blaster raps seven and 
of our Order, until I have selected the says to Warden — What is the time? 
time and worthy Masons I Senior Warden— Time is no more ! 

The four winds are ngaiu agitated, and Master (raps seven times)— Venerable 
one of the Venerable Ancients with a Knights and Princes, as time is now n« 
trumpet blows a blast more, I declare this Council closed. 

11 
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BICH ARSON'S MONITOR 


SOVEREIGN PRINCE 

OF 

ROSE-CROIX DE HARODIM, 

AND 

KNIGHT OP THE EAGLE AND 
PELICAN. 

This Order is called Rose-Croix from 
rose on the cross of the Jewel being 
emblematical of the Son of God, who is 
compared to a rose by the evangelist. 
Harodim, because the first Chapter of the 
degree was held on a mountain of that 
name. Knight of the Eacle, because of 
the eagle on the jewel ; and of the Peli- 
can. which is emblematical of Christ, 
who shed his blood for mankind. 

Three apartments are necessary for a 
Chapter in this degreo. The first one 
represents Mount Calvary, and is hung 
with black : it is lighted by three candle- 
bras, each having eleven branches, and 
each branch holding a yellow wax can- 
dle-thirty three lights in nil The can- 
dlebrnn are placed on threo columns, or 
pillars, six feet high, in the west end of 
the room : on one is the word Faith, on 
the second Hopf., and on the third Cha- 
JUTr— the inscriptions being In letters of 
gold. At the east ond is a hill, or bank, 
raised to roprosont Calvary ; on it are 
three crosses, and on each cross is a skull 
and cross bones. In front of this bank 
stands the altar, covered with black 
cloth : on it a cross, and two lighted can- 
dles of yellow wax : behind It a black 
curtain, extending to the ceiling, to In- 
tercept the view of the Mount. Tho 
Master’s sent is on the step of the altar, 
as hereafter shown. 

The second apartment should contain 
a transparency of Christ ascending to 
Heaven : over It a transparent triangle 
surrounded with rays. The Altar stands 
in front of the transparency, and is light- 
ed by the transparency, as no naked 
lights are permitted in tho room. Behind 
the transparencies should bo an organ, or 
some solemn music. 

The third apartment represents Hill. 
This is shown by transparencies of mon- 
sters and human beings suffering the tor- 
ments of the damned, with devils stirring 
them up with pitchforks, Ac., and flames 
encircling them. On each side of the en- 
trance, human skeletons representing 
death, with arrows in their hands. The 
apartments are connected by one door. 

The Knights are clothed In black, and 
wear swords. They have on over their 
slothes a white chasnble (similar to those 
•worn by Catholic priests at mass) bor- 
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dered with black, and on it a red cro* 
two inches wide, and reaching from tor 
to bottom. 

The Master wears a brilliant star o/ 
seven points over his heart : it has a cir- 
cle in its centre with the letter J on It. 
and around the edge the words Faith, 
Hope, Charity. The Senior Warden 
wears a triangle, and the Junior Warden 
wears the square and compasses. 

The Aprons are white, lined and bor- 
dered with black: on the flap are three 
red roses placed triangularly, and a Fin. 
man skull and cross-bones : at the bot- 
tom, a globe surrounded by a serpent : 
on the Docket lid, the letter J. The bre- 
thren in the second chamber have the ir 
aprons lined and bordered with red : til- 
pie triangles and three squares within 
three circles, In each circle the letter J, 
on tho flap : ou one side compusses stand- 
ing upright on a triangle, on the other tho 
same standing on a square within n circle. 

The jewel Is a golden cross, suspended 

by o scarf of black ribbon, a black mid 
a red rose Just above it on the scarf: on 
the breast, a small cross of red ribbon 
Most Wise and Perfect Master is seat- 
ed on a step of the altar in tho principal 
apartment, having before him a small 
table, on which is a lighted yellow wax 
candle, a Bible, square and compasses, 
and a triangle. There are no choirs at 
all In the place, the brethren seating 
themselves oil the floor. 

Most Excellent and Perfect Senior 
\N arden In the north. Junior Warden in 
the south, and Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Captain of the Guards, (all styled Most 
Excellent and Perfect,) comprise the re- 
maining officers. 

The brethren are styled Most Respect- 
able and Perfect Knights. 

In opening, the Master says— My Per- 
fect Brothers, Knights Princes Masons, 
please to assist me to opeu this Chapter. 

Tho two Wardens repeat this. 

Master raps three and four, and the 
two Wardens rap the same. 

Master — Moat Excellent and Perfect 
Wardens, what is our care T 

8enior Warden— -To ascertain whether 
the Chapter Is well covered, and if all * 
the brethren present are true Knights. 

3f aster — Convince yourselves, my per- 
fect brethren, one from the south and one 
from the north. 

The two Wardens examine all tho 
brethren present in the sign, word and 
token of this degree, and report to tho 
Master that all present are true Knighta 
of Rose-Croix, and of the Eagle. 

Master to Warden— What is tho hour T 
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Senior Warden — It is the moment that 
tbo veil of the Temple was rout; when 
darkness and consternation covered the 
earth ; when the stars disappeared, and 
tho lamp of day was darkened: when 
the implements of Masonry were lost, 
£ *d tho cubic stone sweated blood and 
V iter; that was the moment when the 
groat Masonic word was lost. 

Master — Since Masonry has sustained 
flo great a loss, let us endeavor, by new 
works, to recover the lost word, for 
which purpose we will open this Chap- 
ter of Uose-Croix. 

Senior Warden — Brethren, the Sove- 
reign Chapter of Rose-Croix is open ; 
* let us do our duty. 

Junior Warden repeats the same, and 
tho Knights kneel on their right kuee at 
tho altar and repent the words, “ Let us 
do our duty," seven times, making a 
puuso beforo the seventh. 

This ends the opening, and the busi- 
ness of tiio Chapter proceeds. If a can- 
didate Is to be admitted, he is obliged 
first to obtain permission to becomo & 
candidate, in the following manner : Ho 
presents his certificate that ho is iu good 
standing os a Prince of Jerusalem and a 
Knight of the East and West, and at the 
same tlmo a written petition for admis- 
sion to this degree. The certificate and 
petition he must bring personally to the 
door of tho Chapter, and kneol there 
while thoy are read. Ho must thon 
sign tho petition, and remain on his knees 
until an answer to it is thrown out of the 
"loor, when he rises and reads it. In the 
answer ho will find a duy appointed to 
receive him, and the name of tho Knight 
who is to give him necessary instruction. 

The Knight who is named iu the an- 
swer, directs the candidate to procure 
three paJra of gloves, (one pair of which 
must be women’s,) and two sticks of fine 
scaling wax for tho seals. 2d. He is or- 
dered to preseut to each of the brethren, 
ono pair of men's, and one pair of wo- 
men’s gloves, and two sticks of sealing 
wax. od. He must make a donation of 
at least — dollars to the Superior Lodge, 
Chapter, or Council of the Sublime De- 
g’oes, which must be done before he is 
J ceived, and may be appropriated either 
to defray the expenses of the Order, or 
bo given to the poor. He mast also pre- 
sent to the Chapter three white wax 
candles for the Master, and two to each 
of the Knights, at bis reception, previ- 
ous to his entering into the third apart- 
ment. 4th. He must solerauly engage 
on his honor, never to reveal the place 
where he was receivod, who received 


him, nor those who were present at his 
iveeptiou. 5th. He solemnly promises 
to conform to all the ordinances of tho 
Chapter, and keep himself uniformly 
clothed as far as he is abie. 6tli. Ho 
must promise to acknowledge his Master 
at all times nnd in all places ; never to 
confer this degree without permission, 
and to answer for the probity and re- 
spectability of those whom he proposes. 
7th. That no will be extremely cautious 
in granting this degree, that it may not 
be multiplied unnecessarily. If the can- 
didate promises to perform these requisi- 
tions he may be admitted. 

After the.^e conditions a so complied 
with, the Chapter is usually ready to ro- 
ccive him. 

Master to Senior Warden — What is 
the cause of our assembling here ? 

Senior Warden — Tho propagation of 
the Order, and the perfection of a Knight 
of tho East and West, who demands to 
be received among us. 

Candidate is now balloted for, nnd if 
no black ball appears, ho Is at once 
placed in the Chamber of Reflection. 
Tills is an npartmeut painted black, a 
small table In the centre, on which Is a 
Bible, and a skull and cross-boues; and 
tho only light in tho room is from within 
tho skull. 

Master of Ceremonies goes in to tho 
candidate, dresses him as a Kn.'gh* of Hie 
East and West, and puts on a sword and 
white gloves. He thon says to him— All 
the temples aro demolished ; our tools 
are destroyed, with our columns ; tho 
snered word is lost, notwithstanding all 
our precaution ; and we are iu ignornneo 
of the means of recovering it, or of know- 
ing each other. The Order, in general, 
is in tho greatest consternation I Will 
you assist us in recovering the word ? 

Candidate— Most cheerfully. 

Master of Ceremonies — Follow mo. 

Candidate is conducted to tho door of 
the Chapter, where Mauler of Ceremo- 
nies raps three and fonr. 

Senior Warden (from within)— What 
do you want t 

Master of Ceremonies — It is a brother 
Knight of the Eact and West, who is 
wandering in the woods and mountains, 
and who, at the destruction of the second 
Temple, lost tho word, and humbly so- 
licits your assistance to recover it. 

The door la opened and the candldato 
is introduced. AU I ae brethren are seat- 
ed on the floor, the right hand on their 
necks, their left covering their face, their 
heads down, elbows on their knees, and 
their jewels covered wl Jh black crape. 
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Master sits at the foot of the altar in 
the same position. 

Senior Warden raps three and four, 
and introduces candidate to the Master 
as a Kuight of the East and West, who 
•"as wandering in the woods, &c. 

Master to candidate — My brother, con- 
fusion has come on our works, and it is 
no longer in our power to continue 
them ; you must perceive from onr looks, 
and the consternation which prevails 
among us, what confusion reigns on the 
earth. The veil of the Temple is rent, 
[at this moment tho black curtain in 
front of Mount Calvary is withdrawn, J 
the light .is obscured, and darkness 
spreads over tho earth ; the flaming star 
has disappeared, the cubic stone sweats 
blood and water, and the sacred word is 
lost; therefore it is impossible we can 
give it to you, nevertheless it is not our 
intention to remain inactive : we will 
endeavor to recover it. Are you dis- 
posed to follow ns t 

Candidate — Yes, I am. 

Master — Brother Wardens, it is neces- 
sary that this worthy Knight, our bro- 
ther, should travel for thirty-three years, 
to loam tho beauties of the new law, 

Tho two Wardens now lead candidate 
slowly round the room, and when he 
passes before the altar he most kneel, 
and when passing in the west he bonds 
his right knee, they make him observe 
the columns and repeat the name of each 
as ho passes them. 

After passing several times round the 
room, the thirty-three years are supposed 
to have expired, and tho Wardens stop 
before tbo Master. 

Master to candidate — My brother, what 
ha vo you learned on yonr journey t 

Candidate (instructed) — l have learned 
three virtues by which to conduct myself 
in future, Faith, Hope, Charity ; inform 
me if there are any others 1 

Master — No. my brother, they are the 
principles and the pillars of onr new 
mystery. Approach near to us and make 
an engagement never to depart from that 
faith. 

The brethren all rise. 

Candidate now kneels on the step of 
tho altar, places his hand ou the Bible, 
and takes tho following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do most solemnly and 
sincerely promise and swear, under the 
penalty” of all my former obligations, 
which I have taken in the preceding de- 
gives, never to roveal, either directly or 
indirectly, the secrets or mysteries of 
Kuight of the Eagle and Pelican, Sove- 
reign Prince of Koso Croix, to any bro- 


ther of an inferior degree, nor to any In 
the world besides, who is not justly aud 
lawfully entitled to the same, under ihe 
penalty of being forever deprived of tho 
true word, to be perpetually in darkness, 
my blood continually running from my 
body, to suffer without intermission the 
most cruel remorse of soul ; that tho bit- 
terest gall, mixed with vinegar, bo my 
constant drink; the sharpest thorns fir 
my pillow ; and that the death of tl ® 
cross may complete my punishment, 
should I ever infringe or violate, in any 
manner or form, the laws and rules which 
have beeu, are now, or may bo hereafter 
made known or prescribed to mo ; and I 
do furthermore swear, promise end en- 
gage on my sacred word of honor, to ob- 
serve and obey all the decrees which may 
be transmitted to mo by tho Grand In- 
spectors General, in Supreme Connell, of 
tho thirty-third degree ; that I never "'ill 
reveal the place where I have been re- 
ceived, nor tho ceremony u:ed at my re- 
ception. to any person on earth but to a 
lawful Prince of Rose Croix ; that 1 nev- 
er will initiate any person into this de- 
gree but by & lawful patent obtained for 
that purpose, either from this Chapter, 
or from a Superior Council : so help mo 
God, and keep mo steadfast in this my 
solemu obligation. A men. 

Candidate kisses tho Bible. 

Master— Brethren, all is accomplished. 

The brethren all placo themselves on 
tho floor and cover their faces with their 
hands, except the Wardens, who continue 
with tho Master, and tho candidate, whom 
they deprive of his apron and order. 

The Master now invests candidate with 
tho chasuble and says— This habit, my 
brother, teaches you tho uniformity oi 
our manners, and our belief, nud "Mil re- 
call to your recollection tho principal 
points of our mysteries. Tho black aprou 
with which I iuveHt you, is to mark our 
sincere repentance of those evils which 
was the cause of all our misfortunes, and 
it will also serve to show you those who 
are in search of tho true word ; tho rib- 
bon is the mark of our constant mourn- 
ing, till we have found it. Pass to the 
west and assist us to search for it /J 

Wardens take caudidato to the west, f 

Master knocks six and one, os a Knight,’ 
Wardens repeat it. All the brethren rise 
and place themselves under the sign of 
the good pastor, as on page 166. 

Master — Brother Wardens, what is the 
motive of our assembling ? 

Senior Warden — The loss of the wo,d, 
which, with yonr assistance, we hope U 
recover. 
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■ Master — What must we <lo to obtain it? 

Senior Warden — To be fully couvinced 
of tho three virtues which are the basis 
of our columns and our principles. 

• Master— What are they ? 

Senior Warden — Faith, Hope, Charity. 

Master — How shall wo find those three 
columns ? 

Senior Warden — By traveling three 
days in the most profound obscurity. 

Master— Let us travel, brethren, from 
east to north, and from west to south. 

All tho brethren travel in silence, bond- 
ing their knees as they pass the altar in 
tho enst, and go seven times round. At 
the third tlmo of going round tho Master 
passes to the second apartment: at the 
fourth time, tho Wardens; at tho fifth 
time, all the officers , at tho sixth time, 
all tho brethren; at tho seveuth time, 
tho Mastor of Ceremonies stops the can- 
didate and says — You caunot enter un- 
less you give me tho word. 

Candidate— 1 am in search of the word, 
by the help of tho new law and tho three 
columns of Masonry. 

During this time tho brethren in tho 
second apartment take off their black 
# decorations, and put on tho red, and also 
’ uueovor their jewels. 

Candidate knocks on tho door, and the 
Wurdon for answer, shuts the door In 
his face. 

Mastor of Ccromonies— Those marks 
of indignity nro not sufficiently humili- 
ating ; you must pass through more rig- 
orous proofs, before you cau find it. (He 
then takes off tho candidate the chasuble 
and black ftprou, and puts over him a 
bluck cloth covered with ashes and dust, 
and snysj — I am going to conduct you 
into tho darkest and most dismal place, 
from wheuce tho word shnll triumphant- 
ly couio to the glory and advantage of 
Masonry ; place your confidence in mo. 

Mnslcr of Ceremonies now takes can- 
didate into the third apartment, nnd 
takes from him his covering, and makes 
him to go threo times around, (showing 
him tho representation of the torments 
of tho damned,) when he is led to the 
d »or of the Chapter and the Master of 
tirj Ceremonies says — Tho horrors which 
you bnvo just now seen, are but a faiut 
representation of those you shall suffer, 
if you break through our laws, or infringe 
tho obligation you have taken. 

Muster of Coremonlea raps three and 
four, and Senior Warden reports to Mas- 
ter that there is au alarm at the door. 

#laster — See who knocks. 

Senior Warden — Who knocks there? 

Master of Ceremonies— It is u Knight, 


who, after having passed through the 
most profound and difficult places, hopes 
to procure the real word as a recompense 
for his labor. 

The Wardens report this to the Master. 

Master— Introduce him to the weal of 
the Chapter with his eyes open. 

The Wardens bring in candidate, and 
then cover him again with bis veil. 

Master — From whence came yon 1 

Candidate — From Judea. 

Master — By what road have you 
passed ? 

Candidate — By Nazareth. 

Master — Who conducted you? 

Candidate — Raphael. 

Master— What tribe arc you of ? 

Candidate — Of the tribe, of Judah. 

Master — Take the initial letters of each 
of these words ; what do they form? 

Candidate — J, N. R, J. 

Master — My brethren, what happiness 1 
the word is recovered; give him the light 

Tho veil is taken off. and all the bre- 
thren, striking with their bands seven 
times, cry— II osauna in the highest; on 
earth pence, good will towards men I 

The music immediately plays tho fol- 
lowing anthem, which is devoutly sung 
by all the Knights : 

Grateful notes and number* bring, 
Wlillo the ** Dame of God" Vo sing » 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Bo thy glorious name adored. 

Meu on earth and saints above 
Sing tbo great Redeemer’s love. 

Lord, thy mercies never fall, 

Hail, celestial goodness, hail I 
While on earth ordained to stay, 
Guido our footsteps in thy way : 
Mortals raise your voices high. 

Till they reach tho echoing sky. 

After the anthem is sung. Maxtor says 
to candidate— Approach, my brother, I 
will coinmuuicate to you our perfect 
mysteries. 

Wardens conduct candidate to Master, 
who continues — 1 congratulate you, my 
brother, on the recovery of tho word, 
which euUtlcs yon to this degree of Per- 
fect Masonry. I shall make no comment 
or eulogium'on it. Its sublimity will, no 
doubt, be duly appreciated by vou. Tho 
impression which, no doubt, It has made 
on your miud, will convince you that 

i ou'were not decuived when you was in- 
ormed that tho ultimatum of Masonic 
perfection was to be acquired by this de- 
gree. It certainly will be a source of 
very considerable satisfaction to you, 
that your merit alone has entitled you to 
it And 1 hope, my brother, that your 
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S ood conduct, your zeal, your virtue and 
iscretion, may always render you de- 
serving of the high honor which you 
have received, and I sincerely wish that 
your life may long be preserved, to en- 
able you to continue an useful member, 
and an ornament to our Society. 

Waster now instructs candidate in the 
signs, token, and words of this degree, 
as follows : 

First sign — termed the sign of the good 
Shepherd. Cross the arms on the breast, 
with hands extended and eyes raised to 
heaven. 

Second sign — tho sign of reconciliation. 
Raise the right hand, and with the fore 
finger point to heaven. It Is answered 
by pointing to the earth with the fore fin- 
ger. This sign and answer are given al- 
ternately. 

Third sign — that of help. Cross the 
legs, the right behiud the left. Answer : 
cross the legs, the left behiud tho right 
Tokeu — Give the sign of the good Pas- 
tor; face each other; bow; place reci- 
procally the hands on the breast crossed ; 
give tho fraternal kiss, pronouncing at 
the same time tho pass word. 
Password— E mmanuel. 

Sacred word— INUI. This is given by 
pronouncing its letters alternately. They 
are Initials or the words Josus. Nora- 
ronns. Rex, Judicorum. Jesus of Naza- 
reth, King of tho Jews. 

Master to candidate — Go, my brother, 
and make yourself known to all tho 
members or tho Sovereign Chapter, and 
return again. 

The candidate goes and whispers in the 
oars of the Knights tho pass-word ; he 
theu returns, and kneels before the altar. 
All tho brethren place their right hands 
on him. 

Tho Sovereign Master now takes the 
ribbon, to which is suspended tho true 
jewel uncovered, and says — By the power 
which I have received from the Sovereign 
Chapter of Roso-Croix de Harodim, I re- 
ceive and constitute you Prince Knight 
of the Eagle and Pelican, Perfect Free 
Mason do Harodim, nndcr the title of the 
Rose-Croix, that you may enjoy, now 
and for ever, all the privileges, preroga- 
tives and titles attached to that sublime 
degree, as virtue and humanity aro the 
foundations of it. I hope, my brother, 
never to see you dishonor the ribbou 
with which you have been invested, aud 
which a perfect Mason should never quit 
but at his death. 

The Lecture is now given, which mere- 
ly describes the ceremonies of initiating 
a candidate in this degree. 


In closing, the Master raps seven 04 
the step of the altar. 

Both Wardens rap seven, when all the 
Knights rise. 

Master — Most Excellent Brother Se- 
nior Warden, what is the hour ? 

Senior Warden — The moment when 
the word was recovered ; when the cu- 
bic stone was changed into a mystic rose; 
when the flaming star appeared in all its 
splendor ; when our altars resumed their 
ordinary form ; when the true light dis- 
pelled darkness, and the new law be- 
comes visible in all our works. 

Master now passes round a charity box 
for the brethren to contribute for bre- 
thren in necessity. 

Master — Has any of the Respectable 
Knights present anything to ofl'er for the 
good of the Order, or of this Chapter ? 

If nothing offers, Master sayH — Brother 
Wardens, give notice that this Chapter is 
now going to bo closed. 

Wordens each rap seven, and proclaim, 
respectively, that tho Chapter Is going to 
bo closed. 

Tho Master loaves his place, makes his 
obeisance, embraces all tho Knights, and 
says — Profound peace. 

All the brethren do tho same. 

Master (who resumes his place and raps 
three and four) — My brethren, this Sove- 
reign Chapter of Rose-Croix is closed; 
let us do our duty. 

All exclaim, Vivat 

Master — Lot us go, my brethren, and 
mako tho reflection which our work re- 
quires ; lot us go, and return in peace. 


GRAND PONTIFF. 

This degree is founded on certain apo- 
calyptic mysteries in tho Revelations of 
St. John, relating to the New Jerusalem. 
Tho meeting is termed a Chapter, tho 
room being hung with blue, spriukled 
with gold stars. In the cast is a trans- 
parency representing the Sun, and tho 
New Jerusalem. Through this comes all 
the light which illuminates tho Chapter. 
The-draft, or carpet on tho floor, repre- 
sents a square city (celestial Jerusalem) 
with twelve gates, three on each side; 
and in the midst of the city a tree bear- 
ing twelve different kinds of fruit. Tho 
city appears to bo elevated, or suspended 
in the clouds, and under it is represented 
the Old Jerusalem iu ruins, and on the 
ruins is tho hydra serpent with three 
heads, in chains. The New Jerusalem 
appears to be descending upon the otd 
one, and crushing the hydra. On one side 
of the draft is represented a mountain. 
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Thrice Potent Master is seated on a 
throne in the east, under a canopy of 
blue and gold, and is clothed in white. 

Faithful Warden, clothed iu white, is 
seated in the west, with a golden staff in 
his hand. 

These two are the ouly officers. The 
members are styled Faithful and True 
Brethren, and are clothed in white, each 
wearing a bluu cap, or fillet, with twelve 
gold stars on it. They (as well as the 
officers) also wear the order, which is a 
broad crimson scarf, with twelve gold 
stars in front, and attached to which, 
hanging down at the aide, is a square 
golden plate, with alpha engraved on 
one side and omega on the other. 

In opening the Chapter, Thrice Po- 
tent Master raps twelve In a slow and 
measured manner, and says to the War- 
den— Faithful brother, what is the hoar? 

Warden — The hour is foretold. 

Master— Faithful brethren, the whole 
Is Alpha, Omega and Emmanuel ; let us 
work. 

Warden raps twelve In same manner 
ns the Master, and says— Faithful bre- 
thren, the Chapter is open. 

When a candidate is admitted to this 
Order ho must come decorated as a 
Knight of the East and West, and have 
on a blue satin cap, or fillet, with twelvo 

S old stars in frout. Ho is introduced Into 
>e Chapter without coromony, and the 
Warden places him on the top of the 
mountain (on the draft) and says : 

Warden — Brother, do you detest what 
Is perfidious ? do you promise that you 
will break all communications, corre- 
■pondouce and friendship with those who 
•re so? 

Candidate — I promise and swear. 
Warden now backs down the moun- 
tain towards tho New Jerusalem, and 
then takes a surveyor’s chain and mea- 
sures the four sides of it. He then ad- 
vances to candidate again. 

Warden — Brother, that city (pointing 
to Jerusalem) measures twelvo thousand 
furlongs on each side. 

Warden (leading candidate) again backs 
down the mountain, and places him be- 
fore tho draft facing the Master. Pann- 
ing a moment, ho directs him to take 
three square steps towards the chained 
throe-headed serpent, tlieu one step on 
each side of tho three heads — then causes 
him to kneel three times with his right 
knee, at the same time holding his right 
hand horizontally towards the Master. 

Master — Resume your position, and re- 
receive the sign, token and words. 
Warden now leads candidate back 


three steps, which brings him to the bot- 
tom of the draft, where he instructs him. 
in the sigu, tokens and word of tho de- 
gree, as follows : 

Sigu— Elevate right hand horizontally, 
fingers extended : cross the three iast lin- 
gers perpendicularly. 

Token— Each places the palm of the 
right hand ou his loreht-ad; oue says, 
Hallelujah ! the other says, Praise the 
Lord f The first now says, Emmanuel; 
the second savs. God bless you ! 

Pass- word— E mmanuel. 

Sacred Word— H allelujah, or some- 
times, ALLELUIA. 

Candidate is now invested with the 
Order of tho degree, which closes the 
ceremony. 

Before closiug the Chapter, the Lecture 
is given as follows : 

Master— My faithful brother Warden, 
what are you ? 

Warden — I am a true Sublime Grand 
Pontiff. 

Master— Where have you received this 
degree f 

Warden — In a place where there is 
neither suu nor moon to light it. 

Master— Explain this to me ? 

Warden— As the Grand Pontiff never 
wants any artificial light, tho Faithftil 
and True Brothers, the Sublime Grand 
Pontiffs, do not want riches or titles to 
be admitted into the Sublime Degrees, 
as they prove themselves worthy of ad- 
mittance by their attachment to Masonry 
—the faithful discharge of their several 
obligations— their virtue, aud true and 
sincere friendship for their brethren in 
general. 

Master — What doc* the draft of this 
Lodge represent! 

Warden — A square city of four equal 
sides, with three gates on each side ; in 
the middlo of which is a tree, which 
bears twelvo different kinds of fruit 
The city is suspended ns on clouds, and 
seems to crush a three-headed serpent. 

Master — Explain this to me. 

Worden — Tho square city represent* 
ancient Free Masonry, under the title of 
Grand Pontiff, which comes down from 
Heaven to replace tbe ancient Temple— 
represented by the ruins and the three* 
headed serpent underneath. 

Master — llow comes Masonry to have 
fallen into ruiu, since wo are bound to 
support it. and are attached to it by our 
obligations, which canuot be equivocal ? 
* Warden — It was so decreed in old 
times, which wo learu from the writings 
of St. John, whom we know was the first 
Mason who held a Lodge of Perfection. 
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Master — Where does St. John say this? 

Warden — In his Revelation, where he 
speaks of Babylon aud the celestial Je- 
rusalem. 

Master— What signifies the tree with 
the twelve different fruits, which stands 
in the centre of the square city ! 

Warden—' The tree of life is placed 
there to make us understand where the 
■ veets of life are to be found ; aud the 
twelve fruits signify that we meet in 
every month to instruct ourselves mu- 
tually, and sustain each other against the 
attacks of onr enemies. 

Master — What is the meaning of the 
satin fillet, with the twelve golden stars, 
which the candidate wore round his fore- 
head ? 

Warden — It procures those who wear 
It an entrauce into our Lodge, ns it like- 
wise procures the entrauce of those who 
wear it into the celestial Jerusalem, as 
8k John himself iuforms us. 

Master — What is tho meaning of the 
twelve golden stars on the fillet of tho 
candidate and on thoso of the brethren ? 

Warden— They represent tho twelve 
angels who watched at the twelve gates 
of the celestial Jerusalem. 

Master— Whnt signifies tho blue hang- 
ings, with the golden stars thoreou f 

Warden— Tho blue Is the symbol of 
lenity, fidelity, and sweetness, which 
ought to be tho share of ovory faithful 
and true brother; and the stars repre- 
sent those Masons who have given proof 
of their attachment to the statutes and 
rules of the Older; which, in the end, 
will make them deserving of entering 
into the celestial Jerusalem. 

Master — What age are yon f 

Warden — I reckon no more. 

Master — What remains for you to ac- 
quire ? 

Warden — The sublime truths of the 
degree above this. 

Master — What is your name ? 

Warden — Faithful and true brother. 

In closing the Chapter, Thrice PoteDt 
Master inquires of Warden — What is 
the hour? 

. Warden — The hour is accomplished. 

Master — Alpha aud Omega ! Faithful 
Bud true brethren, let ns rejoice. 

Master now raps twelve, as in the 
opening, and says — It is time to close our 
labors. 

Warden raps twelve in same manner, 
and notifies the brethren that the Thrice 
Potent Master is now about to cloBe the 
Chapter. 

The Master then says— I declare this 
Chapter closed. 


GRAND MASTER 

OF 

ALL SYMBOLIC LODGES. 

The Master of a Lodge in this degree 
represents Cyrns Artaxcrxes, and holds 
his office for life. The ceremonies go 
back to the building of the second Tem- 
ple. Tho Lodge is huug with blue and 
yellow drapery. A tbrono in tho east la 
elevated nine steps, and is covered with 
ft blue canopy : in front of tho throne is 
a table, and on it lies a sword, ft Bible, 
square and compasses, and a mallet. In 
the south is a candlestick with nine lights. 

Grand Master is seated on tho tltrono 
In the east, wearing royal robe, crown, 
two scarfs, or orders, one blue and tho 
other yellow; and they cross each other 
ou the breast. 

Junior ftnd Senior Wardens are both 
seated in the west, wearing blue nud yel- 
low scarfs, crossed in front and rear, mid 
the jewel of tho degree suspended from 
the yellow one. It is a gulden triangular 
plate, with the word secret engraved on 
one side, and the letter R on the other. 

The brethren dress ns Princes of Jeru- 
salem, and all of them wear bluo aud yel- 
low scarfs. 

In opening tho Lodge, the Grand 
Master wiya — I desire to open this Lodge 
of Symbolic Grand Masters. [Descends 
to tho lowest step of the throne in front 
of the tabic.] 

Master Inquires of the Senior Warden 
if the Lodge is duly tylod. Senior War- 
den ascertains that It is, and so reports. 

Master raps one and two with the mal- 
let on tho table, aud Junior and Senior 
Wardens both repeat the raps, which to- 
gether make nine. 

Master to Senior Warden— Where is 
your Master placed ? 

Senior Warden — In tho east 

Master— Why iu tho east ? 

Senior Warden — Because the glorious 
sun rises in the east to illumine the 
world. 

Master — As I sit in the cast. I open tliii 
Lodge of Symbolic Grand Masters. 

Senior Warden— I sit Jn the west to 
assist onr Grand MaBter to open this 
Lodge. 

Junior Warden says the same. 

Each officer now raps one and two, 
and the brethren clap one nud two with 
their hands, when the Lodge is declared 
to be duly opened. 

When a candidate is to bo admitted to 
this degree, he represents Zcrubbubel, 
and enters the Lodge by himself with 
out being introduced, having first deco- 
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rated himself with the Jewels and badges 
of the highest degrees he has taken. The 
Wardens take him by the hand, and 
place him in a blue elbow chair, oppo- 
site to the Grand Master, who demands 
from him all the words, from an Entered 
Apprentice up to this degree, and then 
interrogates him as follows : 

Master — From whence came you? 

Candidate— From the sacred vault at 
/Jerusalem. 

1 Master — What come you to do hero 1 

Candidate — I am come to see aud visit 
your works, and show you mine, that wo 
may work together and rectify our mo- 
rals, and, if possible, sanctify the pro- 
fane — hut only by permission of a 1‘rince 
Adept, or Prince of the Royal Secret. 

Matter — What havo you brought ? 

Candidate— Glory, grandeur, beauty. 

Master— Why do you give the name of 
Sc. Joint to our Lodge ? 

Candidate— Formerly all the Lodges 
were under the name of Solomon's Lodge, 
as the founder of Masonry ; but since the 
crusades we have agreed with the Knights 
Toinplers, or Hospitallers, to dedicate 
them to St. John, as ho was the support 
or the Christians and the new laws. 

Master — What do you ask more ? 

Candidate— Your will and pleasure as 
you inuy find rao worthy, obedieut, and 
Virtuous. 

Tho Wardens now lead candidate nine 
times round the Lodge, bcgiunlng at the 
south, and then by nine square steps ho 
advances to the throne, and walks over 
two druwu swords, luid across. There 
must be a pot with burning charcoal 
clo««o by the throne, that the candidate 
may feel the heat of tho tire while taking 
the obligation. 

On arriving at tho table in front of tho 
throne, the candidate lays his right hand 
on tho Bible : the Master covers It with 
bis right hand, and theu admiuisters the 
obligation as follows, the candidate re- 
peating after him : 

I, John Smith, do solcmuly and sin- 
cerely swear and promise, uuder tho pen- 
alties of all my former obligations, to 
p-otect tho Craft aud my brethren with 
all my might, and not to acknowledge 
any o;io lor a true Mason who was not 
Ul.yl'i iu a regularly constituted and law- 
ful Lodge. 1 furthermore do swear, that 
I will strictly observe and obey all the 
statutes an l regulations of the Lodge ; 
aad that I never will disclose or discover 
tho secrets of this degree, either directly 
or iudircctiy, except by virtue of a full 
power in writing, given me for that pur- 
pose by the Grand Inspector or bis dep- 


uty, and then to snch only as have been 
Masters of a regular Lodge. All this I 
swear uuder the penalties of being for- 
ever despised aud dishonored by the Craft 
in general. I Kisses the Bible. | 

Master theu gives candidate the signs, 
token, and words of this degree, viz. : 

First sign — Form four squares, thus : 
with the fingers joined, and tho thumb 
elevated, place your right hand on your 
heart — [this forms two squares.] 1‘laeo 
the left band on the lips, thumb elevated 
so as to form a third square ; place tho 
heels so as to form a square with the feet. 

Second sign— Place yourself on your 
knees, elbows on the grouud, tho head 
iuclined towards the left. 

Third sign — Cross the hands ou the 
breast, the right over the left, fingers ex- 
tended, thumbs elevated, aud the feet 
forming a square. 

Token— Tako reciprocally tho right 
elbow with tho right hand, the thumb on 
the outside, the fingers joined, aud on 
the insldo; press the elbow thus four 
times, slip tho bauds dowu to tho wrists, 
raising tho three last fingers, and press 
the index on tho wrist. 

Sinned word— R aZabassi, or Raza* 
ii A7. Betzi Yah. 

Pass words— J KC HSON , Ju B F.LLUM . Z A- 
NAROSAM. Some, however, give Jeho- 
vah as tho sacred word, and Belshazzar 
as tho pass-word. 

Tho Lecture is now given. Tho first 
part of it is Historical of tho degree, and 
is usually omitted. It closes ns follows : 

Master to Senior Warden— What means 
the fire in our Lodge ? 

Senior Warden— Submission, purifica- 
tion of morals, aud equality among tho 
brethren. 

Master -What signifies tho air ? 

Senior Wardeu— The purity, virtue, 
aud truth of this degree. 

Master— What does the sign of the sun 
meau t 

Senior Warden— It signifies that some 
of us are more enlightened than others 
in tho mysteries of Masoury ; and for 
that reasou we are often called Knights 
of the Suu. 

Master— How many signs have you In 
this degree of Grand Pontiff, which is 
Grand Master of all Lodges? 

Senior Warden— 1st, The sign of tho 
earth, or Apprentice ; 2d, of water— Fel- 
low Craft; 3d, of terror— the Master; 
4th. of tire ; 5th, of air ; 6th, of the point 
in view; 7th, of the nun; Bth, of aston- 
ishment ; 9tb, of honor; 10th. of stench, 
or strong smeii ; 11th, of admiration; 
12tb, ox cousteruation. 
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In closing the Grand Master says to 
Senior Warden— My brother, enter into 
the cave of Silol— work with Grand 
KOFADAM— measure your steps to the 
sun, and tlieu the great black eagle wiU 
cover you with his wings, to the end of 
what you desire, by the help of the Most 
Sublime Princes Grand Commanders. 

Master now raps four and two, and 
makes the sign of the four squares ; the 
two Wardens rap the same, and make 
the same signs, and the brethren also 
make tile signs and clap four and two 
with their hands, when the Lodge is de- 
clared closed. 


CHIEF OF THE TABERNACLE. 

This dogree commemorates the Jewish 
Order of Priesthood— of Aaron and his 
two sons, Eleozar and Ith&mar — and the 
Lodgo is designated a Hierarchy. 

The hail is hung w ith white hangings, 
sustained by red and black columus ar- 
ranged at equal distances in pairs. The 
east is tunned the Sanctuary, and is 
separated from the rest of tho hall by a 
balustrade, and red curtains looped up 
ou each sido. Opposite to the curtains 
is a platform of seven steps on which is 
a throne, and in front of it an altnr cov- 
ered with red : ou the altar lies a Biblo 
and a poinard: above the throne is the 
Ark of Alliance, and above that the inef. 
fable name iu Hebrew, jod-he-vaU-he 
(God or Jehovah) with rays radiating 
•herefrom. Ou the right of this is a trans- 
parency of the sun, and on the left of it 
h one of tho moon. Iu front of the sun 
is placed the altar of sacrifices, and in 
front of the moon the altar of Incense, 
i he se two side altars are on the platform 
ft little further iu front than the centre 
one. In the west there are two candle- 
sticks with fivo branches each, iu the 
lonn of a pyramid— in tho east there is 
one candlestick with two branches. The 
officers are as follows : 

Sovereign Grand Sacrificer, seated on 
the throne iu the east, wearing a long 
dark robe, and over it a short yellow 
robe, without sleeves. He also wears a 
nntre o! golden tissue, with a red delta 
hi trout, tho inctTablc name in Hebrew 
characters upon it : also a black scarf, 
from left shoulder to right hip. fringed 
with silver, with a red rosette at the bot- 
tom. from which is suspended a poiuard. 

The two Wardens are called Grand 
Priests, and are seated iu front of the 
ftUci, ou the platform, dressed the same 
as the Grand Saerificor, except that they 
k*vu «o deltas in front on their mitres. 


The brethren (Levi tea) are clothed In 
whit© robes, over which they wear the 
order ot this degree, viz., a scarlet sash 
trimmed with gold fringe • at the bottom 
on right hip, a black rosette, from which 
hangs the jewel, which is a golden con- 
“ r - or .. pol 1 of . “»eense. The apron is 
white, lined with scarlet, bordered with 
red. blue and purple ribbons : on it is 

E ictured a golden chandelier with s-iven 
ranches : on the flap of the apron is a 

violet-colored myrtle. 

In opening, Grand Sacrificer rapi six 
and one, and inquires— What is the hour \ 
Senior Grand Priest— It is the moment 
when the children of Hiram come hero 
to sacrifice. 

Grand Sacriflcei^Let us tneu begin 
onr sacrifices. K 

Fires ara now kindled on the altars ol 
sacrifice and incense, and the business 
of tho evening proceeds. 

A candidate for this degree Is intro- 
duced with his hat on, saudals on his 
feet and clothed In white linen small 
clothes. Ho represents Hamar, aud is 
taken into a dark apartment with an 
altar in the centra, over which a light is 
suspended Upon the altar are thrio 
human skulls and a Biblo, and there i« a 
human skeleton standing in front of It. 
A flra. or sacrifice, is kindled on the 
altar, and when it is consumed, tho can- 
didate kneels and takes the obligation of 
the Levltes. as follows : 

I, John 8 inith, do promise and swear 
never to reveal tho secrets of this de> 
peo to any person In tho world, except 
bo has acquired all tho preceding de- 
grees. and then, not unless within the 
body of a Soveralgu Couucll of this do- 
pee of Chief of tho Tabernacle, regu- 
larly holding its authority from some le- 
gally established Supreme Couucil of the 
thirty third degree : nor will I be pres- 
ent, or aid, or assist at the communion ting 
them, unless with tho Above-named an 
thonty rogularJy obtained. And in case 
I should violate this my sacred obliga- 
tion, 1 perjure myself : 1 consent that tho 
earth should be opened before my eyes, 
and that 1 should be engulfed (swallowed 
up) even to my neck, and thus miserably 
perish. To the fulfilment of which, maw 
God preserve mo in my senses. Amen. 
Grand .Sacrificer — Iu token of your 

,i“ SB? ob,1 ‘ fallou ’ r«* 

Candidate kisses the Bible. 

The candidate is now conducted Into 
the eastern apartment, where the sign, 
tokeu aud words are given him by the 
Grand Sacrificer, as follows : 
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Sign — Advance tho right foot, make 
tho motion of taking a censor with the 
right hand. 

Token — Seize mutually the left elbow 
with the right hand, bending the arui so 
as to form a kind of circle. 

Sacred word— J ehovah. 

Pass- word — URIEL. The answer to it 
Is— The Tabernacle of Revealed Truth. 

In closing, the Grand Sacrificer In- 
quires — Is the sacrifice consummated? 

Senior Grand Priest— It is, most Gra- 
cious Sovereign. 

Grand Sacrificer then raps six slowly, 
and thou one. The Priests rap the same, 
and the cereuiies are thus closed. 


PRINCE OF THE TABERNACLE. 

This degree Is Intended to illustrnto 
tho directions given to Moses for build- 
ing a Tabernacle in the promised land, 
as described in the twenty-fifth chapter 
of Exodus. There are two apartineuts 
adjoining each other. The first, termed 
the Vestibule, is whero tho brethren 
clothe themselves; and it la ornamented 
with various. emblems of Free Masonry. 
Tho second Is made perfectly circular by 
moans of the hangings, which are usually 
blue aud red. In the middle is a chan- 
delier with seven branches, and each 
branch with sevon lights— forty-nine 
lights in all. Also a round table, fu the 
centre of which Is a cluster of inflamed 
hearts, and somo iucense. One side is 
tho altar. Tho Lodge is called a Hierar- 
chy, and tho officers aro as follows: 

Most Potent and Powerful Prince, rep- 
resenting Moses tho lawgiver, statioued 
in tho east. IIo is dressed in a surnlice 
sprinkled with gold stars; wears a bluo 
silk tunic, tho collar decorated with gold- 
on rays , a sash of broad watered scarlet 
ribbon from right Bhoulder to left side, 
with a golden letter A suspended from 
it, which is tho Jowel in this degree. 

There are three Wardens called Pow- 
erful Princes, statioued in the south, west 
aud north, according to their respective 
ranks, as follows— Aaron, the Chief Priest, 
lu tho south ; Bezaleel, tho sou of Uri, in 
the west ; Aholiab, tho son of Ahisa- 
luiich, in tho north. 

In opeuing, tho Most Potent inquires 
of tho Chief Priest— Are wc well tyled, 
and in perfect security ? 

Ciiief Priest— Wo are in safe security. 

Most Potent — Aro all present Princes 
of the Tabernacle Y 

Chief Priest — All are true and regular 
Princes. 

Must Potent— What is tho hour ? 


Chief Priest — It is the first hour of the 
first day of the seven, for building this 
Hierarchy ; it is tho first of the day of 
life, and the sweetness of the seven. 

Most Potent — Since it is so, you will 
give notice that I am about to open this 
Sovereign Council of the Hierarchy. 

Chief Priest — Brothers Bezaleel aud 
Aholiab, you will notify the brethren 
that this Sovereign Council is about to 
be opened by six and one. 

Wardens notify the brethren. 

Most Potent raps six distinctly, and 
then one, Wardens repeat, one otter the 
other, when the Most Potent says — I de- 
clare this Sovereign Council duly opened. 

A candidate lu this degree represents 
Eleazer, who succeeded Aaron iu the du- 
ties of the Tabernacle. When about to 
bb admitted, ho Is washed iu water, aud 
is led to the altar by six equal stops, and 
then ono long step, where lio kneels, aud 
tho Most Potent administers to him tho 
following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do promise and swear 
that I will never reveal to any person in 
the world whatever, the secrets of this 
Degree of Prince of tho Tabernacle ; 
and that I will never confer them, nor 
aid. or assist in conferring them on any 
person or persons, by ray presence, 01 
otherwise, except under an authority 
regularly obtained from some Supreme 
Council of the thirty-third degree, which 
has been constitutionally established, giv- 
ing full power so to do. That I will staud 
to, and abide by, all tho laws, rules, aud 
regulations which belong to this degree, 
or may regularly emanate from tho Su- 
premo* Council of tho thirty-third Degree, 
under which wo aro now acting; and lu 
caso I should violuto this sacred obliga- 
tion. I consent to bo Btoncd to death, (as 
St. Stephen was,) aud that my body bo 
left to rot above ground, deprived of bu- 
rial. For the faithful performance ot 
which, may the Almighty Architect oi 
tho Universe preserve me. Amen. 

Most Potent — In token of your sin- 
cerity you will kiss tho book. 

Candidate kisses the book, and remains 
on his knees. 

Most Potent now takes a hod of oil* 
and a trowel, and says— I anoint, Klaa- 
zer, thy right ear, thy right eye, aud thy 
right thumb, with the holy oil, in token 
of thy being separated from tho foibles 
of the world, and to set thee apart of 
well doors in this tabernacle of cla\’, to 
be raised at the great and awful day of 
judgment, as a shining monument of 
God’s glory, in the house not made with 
hands, eternal in tho heavens. 
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After the ceremony of initiation Is over, 
the brethren seat themselves at the round 
table, where they are served with re- 
freshments and wine; the refreshments 
are not placed on the table, but are hand- 
ed to them ns they order. After the eat- 
ing, the Most Potout Prince takes a glass 
of wine, and says — The warm mid day of 
our solemnities invite our inclinations to 
new libations : lot us charge, and drink 
to the grandeur of the glorious destiny 
which associates us ! (The brethren drink 
off the cup at one draught.] 

The second toast is introduced iu the 
same mauuer by the Chief Priest, who 
says — Powerful Brothora of the Hierar- 
clnil Lodge, I give you the health of all 
Free Masons, elected or to bo elected, for 
tho unity of the seven and of three. 

The third toast Is given by Most Po- 
tent, who says— Powerful Brothers, let 
ns drink to the health of tho President of 
the United States, and to all iu authority : 
may the Sovereign Master of tho Universe 
fill them and ns with Joy and prosperity. 

Iu closing, the Most Potent gives the 
usual lecture, and thon luquiren the hour. 

Chief Priest — It is the day of life and 
of tranquility. 

Moat Potent — Let us thon retire. 

Tho brethren now march round the 
circular room by six equal stops and oue 
long atop, aud Moat Potent thou declares 
the Council closed. . 

DEGREE OF KNIGHT OF THE 
BRAZEN SERPENT. 

This degree illustrates the Brazen Ser- 
pent not up by Moses, as described iu the 
twenty-first chapter of Numbers. The 
Lodge is hung in rod and blue drapery, 
and represents Moses's Tent : It is called 
■the Court of Sinai : over head, the arch 
Is sprinkled with stars. A throne is 
erected in the east, and over it is a trans- 
parency of tho burning bush, In tho 
centre of which Hebrew characters are 
seen which signify ONF. WHO SHALL 
LIVE. In tho centre of the Lodge there 
js a Mount, elevated bv five steps, and in 
tho form of a truucated cone. One bright 
light only Is unod to light the room. 

. Most Powerful Grand Master, repre- 
senting Moses, Is seated on tho throne in 
tho east. 

Two Wardens, called Ministers, repre- 
seutiug Aaron aud Joshua, are stationed 
in the west and north. 

Besides these there is a Grand Orator, 
or Pontiff— a Secretary, or Grand in- 
quirer— and an Examiner. 


The officers and brethren wear a red 
scarf from the left shoulder to tho right 
hip, upon which is painted or embroider- 
ed the words Virtue and Valor, where it 
crosses the breast. The jewel is a golden 
se rpent entwined on a cross in tho fonu 
of the letter T standing upon a triangle 
with the Ineffable name in Hebrew en- 
graved upon it. It is suspended by a 
white ribbon. The apron hi white, ppriu- 
kled with black fears : ou the flap a tri- 
angle with rays radiating from it : in tl o 
coutre, the Hebrew letter H (pron. HE.) 

In opening, tho Master raps live, three 
and one. and inquires of tho first War- 
den — What is the hour? 

W arden — It is one past meridian. 

Master— If it is one, it is time to attend 
to the wants of our brethren. 

Master repeats his raps, and the War- 
dens do the same, when the Lodge is de- 
clared to be open. 

If a candidate la to bo admitted, ho 
represents a traveler— a captive loaded 
with chains who is to bo delivered by 
Moses. He is introduced into the Lodge 
by five Blow, three hurried, and one soli- 
tary mp on tho door— advances to tho 
altar by niue serpentine steps, nnd tho 
following obligation is administered : 

I. John Smith, do solemnly promise 
am! swear, in the presence of Almighty 
God, tho Grand Architect of tho Uni- 
verse. that I will never reveal the secrets 
of this Degree of Knight of tho Brazen 
Serpent; nor, by my presence, aid or ns- 
sist in revealing them to any person or 
persons whatsoever, unless the candidate 
shall have taken all tlm preceding de- 
grees in a regular manner, nor without n 
legal authority. I now swear Allegiance 
and true faith. In case I should trans- 
gress this my solemn obligation, and thus 
perjure myself, I freely consent to have 
rny heart eaten by the most venomous 0/ 
serpents, and thus to perish most misera- 
bly ; from which may the Almighty Cre- 
ator of the Universe defend ure I {Kisses 
the Bible. J 

Tho Master instructs candidate In the 
signs, token aud words of this degree, m 
follows : 

Sign— Cross the arms on the breast, 
and incline the body ns if to kneel on one 
knee. Entering Sign— Point to the earth 
as if showing a plant. 

Token— Place yourself on the right of 
your companion, and take his left wrist 
in your light hand. He answers by 
takiug your left wrist with liis right hand 

Covered word — J ohn Ralp. 

Sacred word— MOSES. 

Pass-word — INRI, {given by letters.] 
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In closing, the Master raps five, three 
and one, and iuquires the hour. Warden 
answers, Four past meridian. Master 
then closes the Lodge with similar cere- 
monies to those in previous historical 
degrees. 


PRINCE OF MERCY; 

OR, Scottish Trinitarian Degree. 

This is founded on the triple Covenant 
which God made— first with Abraham, by 
circumcision ; next with the Israelites in 
tiie wilderness, by the intermediation of 
Moses j third with all mankind by the 
death and suffering of Jesus Christ. 
From these three acts of mercy the 
name of this degree is derived 
The meeting is called ft Chapter, and 
the place of meeting the Third Heaven. 
The hangings of the room aro green, 
supported by nine columns, alternately 
white aud red, upon each of which is an 
arm of a chandelier, sustaining niuc 
lights, forming in all eighty-ouo lights. 
The canopy Is green, white, and red; 
under which is a grecu colored throne. 
The Most Excellent Chief Prince uses an 
arrow, whose plumo is on one sido green, 
and on the other side red. the spear being 
white and the point gilded. By the altar 
is a statue which represents 1 ruth, cov- 
ered with the aforesaid three colors. 
This ntat.no is the palladium of tho Order. 

The officers consist of Most Excellent 
Chief Prince, representing Moses, seated 
on the throne in tho east, and dressed in 
a tri-colored tunic of green, white and red. 
Senior Warden, representing Aaron ; Ju- 
nior Warden, representing Elenzer. A 
fourth officer is called the Sacrificer, nnd 
a fifth, Guard of tho Palladium. 

The officers and brethren wear red 
aprons with sky-blue flaps, the aprons 
bordered with a white fringe, aud a 
figure of the Jewel of this degree em- 
broidered thereon. Each wears a collar 
of broad tri-colored ribbon, from which 
is suspended the jewel, which is a golden 
equilateral triangle : in the centre of the 
triangle is a heart with the Hebrew let- 
ter H (he) upon it. „ 

Iu opening tho Chapter, Most Excel- 
lent Chief Prince raps throe, five and 
seven. v 

A candidate being initiated into this 
degree represents Joshua, aud simply 
approaches the altar by three equa 
steps, beginning with his left foot, and 
takes the following oath : 

1, John Smith, do promise and swear, 
In the presence of the Graud Architect 


of the Universe, nnd this respectable as- 
sembly, and by the moat sacred of obli- 
gations, that I never will reveal the se- 
crets of this sublime degree of Prince of 
Mercy to any pe on or persons whatso- 
ever In the world, except they have re- 
ceived all the degrees below this in a cor- 
rect manner, and so thereby 1 shall know 
them to be regularly entitled to tho same. 

I furthermore promise and swear never 
to entrust this degreo to any person, nor 
assist at any reception, unlesB I or they 
shall have been or are authorized by a 
particular permission or warrant for that 
purpose, from some Supreme Council of 
the thirty-third degree, regularly and 
constitutionally established, to whose au- 
thority, laws, rules, and regulations, I 
now swear true faith and allegiance-, 
and lu that case I promise and swear, 
never to give my consent before I have 
been plaiuly informed of the life, man- 
ners and morals of tho candidate. Should 
I violate or transgress this, my solemn 
obligation, I consent to be condemned, 
cast out, nnd despised by tho whole uni- 
verse. And may tho Supremo Architect 
of heaven and earth, guide, guard, and 
protect mo, to fulfil the same. Amen. 
Amen. Amen. 

• Chief Prince— In token of your sin- 
cerity In this obligation, kiss the Biblo. 

Candidate kisses tho book. 

Chief Prince now instructs candidate 
in the signs, token and words, as follows : 

Sign of Entrance— Place the right hand 
above the eyes so as to form a triangle 
with the forehead. 

Second sign— Form a triangle with tho 
thumbs and the two fore fingers, and place 
them on the abdomen. 

Sign of Help— Place the arms on the 
head, the bands open, the palms outward, 
and say — With me are tbo Children of 
Truth. 

Token and Word— Take your compan- 
ion’s shoulders with your handB, press 
them slightly, saying— G omel 

Sacred words— J ehovah JaKIN, [So- 
vereign Master of all things. | 

Common words— G hiiiI.IM, (Excellent- 
Master,) and GauaoN, (chamber of third 
heaven.) 

Pass-word — G omel Iu some Lodges 
It is MAOACACtA, and In others, ABI, and 
Jakinal 

A Lecture is usually given in this de- 
gree. as follows s 

Chief Prince to Senior Warden— Aro 
yon a Prince of Mercy ? 

Warden— I have seen the Great Light 
in Triple Alliance of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, of which you aud I have the mark. 
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Chief Prince— What is the Triple Al- 
liance t r 

Senior Warden— It is that which the 
Eternal made with Abraham by circum- 
cision; that which he made with his 
people iu the desert, by tho Intercession 
of Moses ; and that which he made with 
mortals, by the death and suffering of 
eur Saviour, Jesus Christ, his dearly be- 
loved son. J 

Chief Prince— What is the age of a 
Prince of Mercy t 8 

Senior Warden— Elghty-one years. 

There is uo particular formality in 
closing a Chapter in this degree. 

SOVEREIGN COMMANDER OF 


THE TEMPLE. 

‘ fw. e "%Z tlng ,n de * ree 18 Bl ^ ,ed a 

Court. *1 ho room is hung with red dra- 
P^yon black columns, from each of 
PT T\ Ct * * bracket, or branch, 
holding n light. In the centre is a chan- 
delier with three rows of lights viz • 
twelve on the lower row, nine on the 
middle, and six on the upper row— twen- 
ty seven in all. Twenty-seven lights arc 
also placed on a round table in tho ceu- 
tre, At which the Commanders are seat- 
od. The officers are as follows ; 

Most Potont Master Commander, seat- 
ed on a throno in the east, the throne 

red *®penr. sprinkled with 
tears Ho wears a white robe : over it 
a red mantle lined with ermine, and on 
his head a pointed crown. 

.J&FfS***** * oated ,n thewost 
and styled Most Sovereign Commander*. 

Each wears the Order of this degree 
around his neck, which is a white ribbon 

, C ,nnn d (7. h *5* havln * ™ibroidered 
upon it, in red, four Teutonic crosses: 

jFJS/f ban * 8 M° ,den triaugle, (tho jewel 

. degrCe,) Up ° n Whkh la engraved 

Hcbrew ag,am,UOt0n ’ ° r 8acred word * in 
The members (Sovereign Command 
ers) aro seated at a round tablo in the 

iUo m ° f he C ° Urt - Th «y. a * well as 
the officers, wear white gloves, lined and 

. b :" , wil b red. Each wears a red 

bordered with black. fW>m the right 

shouhier to the left hip. from which is 
suspended a Teutonic golden cross. The 

with*} I® de8b ' co, o red . H»ed and bordered 
with black : on the flap a cross encircled 
m a laurel wreath : ou the apron a key. 

M«Lr Pen " g . th f Court ’ Mo8t Potent 
Master raps twelve, repeats, and then 

£ r fh' A,ld, ; epsiDg lhe Sen,or War- 
den, he then inquires the hour. 


Warden— It Is ten. 

The Master then declares tho Court 
open for business. If a candidate is to 
be admitted, ho is Introduced and march- 
ed three times round the room, when ho 
pauses in front of the altar, kneels, and 
takes the following obligation : 

I, John Smith, in tho presence of the 
one Almighty and only true God, tho 
Grand Architect of the Universe, and of 
this Venerable Court of Sovereign Com- 
manders of tho Temple, do, of my own 
free will and accord, most solemnly and 
sincerely vow, promise, and swear, never 
to reveal the secrets of this degree which 
l am now receiving, to any person or 
persons below me, except in a Court 
lawfully holden, with a warrant or au- 
thority rrora some regularly established 
Mipreuie Council of the thirty- third De- 
gree, empowering mo, and them with me, 
to work in this Sublime Degree. I fur- 
thermore promise and swear, that I never 
will confer, nor assist in conferring this 
degree, upon any person who has not, in 
a legal and regular manner, taken all tho 
foregoing degrees of Frco Masonry. I 
iurthermoro promise and swear, that I 
win pay due regard and submission to 
the Supreme Council, under whoso an- 
thorltv we aro now acting , and that I 
will always govern myself by their laws, 
rales, and regulations, so far ns tho same 
shall come to my knowledge ; and will 


do all in my power to support them, for 

nd the advontago 


- - — — V w nil 

the good of the Crhft and uuvuntago 
of Frco Masonry, agreeable to tho Con- 
stitutions of tho Order. To all this I so- 


— _ uu til in x n\J m 

Jemmy swear, under the penalty of hav- 
ing the severe wrath of Almighty God 
inflicted on me ; and may He bnvo mercy 
on my soul in the day of judgment, agree- 
u\T my Perform ance of this sacred 
obligation. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Master— In token of your siuceritv 
you will kiss the Bible. 7 
Candidate kisses the book. 

Most Potent Master Commander then 

S Ca ?‘? 1 dat ? In the 8i fW token 
and words of this degree, as follows: 

Sign, used only In the Court— Make n 

J or ? head °f your brother 
w ith the thumb of your right hand. Tho 
nnswer consists in kissing the foroli.-ad 
on the place where the cross was made 
Ordinary sign— Place the two first fin. 
gers of the right hand on tho mouth, the 
others closed and towards the examiner. 

•T?v en T G ve three blows wllh tho 
right hand upon the left shoulder of the 
brother-he will answer by taking your 
nght hand and giving it three fighl 
peculiar shakes (uot dcscribabk ) 
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Pass-word — S olomon. 

Sacred word— I. N. R. I. 

There is no lecture in this degree. In 
closing, the Master raps, as in opening, 
tnd Inquires — What is the hour ? 

Senior Warden — It is four. 

The Court is then closed. 


KNIGHT OF THE SUN; 

Or, Prince Adept. 

This degree is called the Key of His- 
torical and Philosophical Masonry. Its 
ceremonies and lectures give a history of 
the preceding degrees and explain tho 
emblems. Its object is declared to be 
tho inculcation of Truth. 

The meeting is called a Connell, and 
tho room (called tho Sanctuary) is Illu- 
minated by a single bright light, which 
Is made by a glass globe placed In the 
south : the globe is tilled with clear wa- 
ter and there are lights placed behind it 
enough to mnke it look llko a brilliant 
■un. There are no hangings, but the 
walla are painted to represent mountains 
and forest trees. Tho officors are— 

Thrice Puissant Grand Master, repre- 
senting Father Adam, Is stationed in the 
cast. Ho wears a robe of pale yellow, 
tho color of the morning, his hat on, and 
holding In hU right hand a golden scep- 
Iro, on. the top of which is a globe of 
gold. Ho rep«vseut* the Sovereign Mas- 
ter of the World, and Father of all Men. 
Ho wears around his neck a golden 
chain, from which is suspended a golden 
■un, with a globe engraved thereon, 
Vhlc'u Is the Jewel of the degree. 

There is but one Warden, who sits In 
tho west, and represents Brother Truth. 
He wears the same ornaments as tho 
Master : also tho Order of the degree, 
which is a broad white watered ribbon 
with an Eye of gold embroidered there- 
on : it is worn as a collar. 

• There are seven other officers, viz. : 
Zaphricl, Zabriel, Camiel, Uriel. Michael, 
Zaphael, and Gabriel. These are the 
names of Cherubinis, and they are dress- 
*vl and decorated similar to Father Adam. 

The remaining members are called 
i ylphs, and all assist iu the ceremonies 
of tho Council. They wear the jewel, 
suspended by a fiery red ribbon to the 
third button-hole of the coat. 

In opening, the Master says to War- 
den-Brother Truth, what is the time on 
earth ? 

Warden— Mighty father, it is midnight 
among the ptofane. or cowans; but the 
sun is at it* meridian here. 


Master — My dear children, let ns pro- 
fit by its light, and it will conduct us in 
the path of virtue, and euable ns to fol- 
low that law by which we cannot fail to 
come to the knowledge of Pure Truth. 

Master makes a sign by putting his 
right hand on his left breast. The bre- 
thren respond by pointing upwards with 
the fore finger of their right hands, hold- 
ing tho hand above the head. This is 
to indicate that there is but one God, who 
is the personification of Truth. 

Master — This Council is open : let us 
proceed with our duties. - • 

If a candidate is to bo introduced, he 
first presents himself In the ante-cham- 
ber, where there arc a number of Sylphs, 
each with a bellows, blowing a large pot 
of fire. At first they take no notice of 
him, but presently tho most ancient 

a h goes up to the candidate, covers 
ice with black crape, and tells him 
to go to tho door of tho Sanctuary and 
knock on it six times with hisopcu hand. 
Candidate goes and knocks. 

Warden (opening the door a little)— 
What do you desire? 

Candidate (Instructed by Sylph)— I de- 
sire to go out of darkness to see the true 
light, and to know the true light in nil Its 
purity. 

Warden — What do you deslro more ? 
Candidate — To divest myself of origi- 
nal sin, and destroy tho juvenllo preju- 
dices of error, which all tneu are liable 
to, namely, the desire of all worldly at- 
tachments and praise. 

Warden close* the door, nnd goes and 
reports to tho Master, who says— Intro- 
duce him to the trne happiness. 

Warden returns, opens the door, and 
taking candidate by the hand, conducts 
him to the middle of tho Sanctuary, 
which is covered with black cloth. 

Master to candidate — My son, seeing 
by your labor in tho royal art, you aro 
now come to the desire of knowledge 
of tho pure and holy truth, we shall lay 
it open to you without any disguise or 
covering. But, before we do this, con- 
suit your heart, and aeo at this moment 
if you feel yourself disposed to obey her 
(namely. Truth,) in all things which she 
commands. If you are disposed, I am 
sure she is ready in your heart, and you 
must feel an emotion that was unknown 
to you before. This being the case, you 
must hope that she will not be long to 
manifest herself to von. But have a 
care not to defile the Sanctuary by a 
spirit of curiosity ; and take care not to 
increase the number of the vulgar and 
profane, that have for so long a time ill- 
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treated her. until Truth was obliged *o 
depart the earth, and now cau hardly 
trace any of her footsteps. But she al- 
ways appears in her greatest glorv, with- 
out dn-guiwe, to the true, good, and honest 
Free Masons ; that is to say, to the zeal- 
ous extirpators of superstition aud lies. 
I hope, my dear brother, you will be one 
of her intimate favorites. The proofs 
that you have given, assure me of every- 
thing 1 have to expect of your zeal ; for 
ns nothing now cau be more a secret 
among us, I shall order Brother Truth, 
that he will iu struct you what you are to 
do in order to coino to true happluess. 

Candidate is now unveiled. 

Warden to candidate — Brother, by my 
mouth holy Truth speaketh to you. 

The Warden now instructs candidate 
in the principles of all former degrees, 
ami iu all the symbols and signs from 
Entered Apprentice upward. He ex- 
plains the objects and ends of each de- 
grvo, m lully set forth in the text-books. 

Master — My dear son, what you have 
heard from the mouth of Truth is an 
abridgment of all the consequences of 
uli the degrees yon have gone through, 
hi order to come to the knowledge of th© 
holy truth, contracted in your last en- 
gagement*. Do you persist In your de- 
mand of coming to the holy brother, and 
is that what you desire, with a clear 
heart l — answer me. 

Candidate— I persist. 

Master— Brother Truth, as th© candi- 
date persists, approach with him to tho 
Sanctuary, iu order that he may take a 
solemn obligation to follow our lawn, 
principles, and morals, aud to attach him- 
self to ua forover. 

Candidate now kneels, when the Mas- 
ter takes both his hands between his 
own and administers tho following obli- 
gation : 

I, John Smith, promise in th" face of 
God, and botweeu tho bonds of my So- 
vereign, and iu presence of all the bre- 
thren now presint, never to take arms 
ngaiust my country, directly or indirect- 
ly, in any conspiracy against the Govern- 
ment thereof. I promise never to reveal 
any of the degrees of the Knight of tho 
Sun, which is now on tho point of be- 
ing intruded to me, to any person or 
persons whatsoever, who are not duly 
qualified to receive the same; and never 
to give my consent to any one to bo 
admitted into our mysteries, only after 
the most scrupulous circumspection, and 
full knowledge of his life and conver- 
sation ) and who has given at all times 
full proof of his zeal aud fervent at- 


tachment for the Order, nnd a submis- 
sion at all times to the tribunal of tho 
Sovereign Princes of the Koyul Secret. 
I promise never to cmifer the degree of 
tho Knights of the Sun, without having 
a permission in writing from the Grand 
Council of Princes of tho Royal Secret, 
or from the Grand Inspector or his dep- 
uty, known by their titles aud authority. 
I promise also and swear, that I will not 
assist any, through any means, to form 
or raise a Dodge of the Sublime Orders, 
iu this country, “ without proper au- 
thority.” 1 promise and swear to re- 
double my zeal for all my brethren, 
Knights, and Princes, that are present 
or absent ; and If I fail iu this my obli- 
gation, I consent for all my brethren, 
when they are convinced of my infidel* 
ity, to seize mo, and thrust my tongue 
through with a red hot iron ; to pluck 
out both my eyes, and to deprive me of 
smelling and hearing ; to cut off both mv 
hands, and to expose me iu that condi- 
tion iu tho field, to be devoured by tho 
voracious animals; and if none can bo 
found, I wish tbo lightning of Heaven 
might execute on mo the same ven- 
geance. O God, maintain me in right 
and equity. Amen. Ainen. Amen. 

The obligation is repeated three times 
in all, and tho Master then raises candi- 
date, and gives him a kiss on tho fore- 
head. He then decorates him with tho 
collar nud Jewel of this degree, and gives 
him the sign, token nnd words, viz : 

Sign — Place tho right hand flat upon 
the heart, the thumb formlrg a square. 
Tho answer— raiso the band, nnd with 
tho index, point to heaven. This is to 
show there is but one God, tho source of 
all truth. 

Token— Take in your hands those of 
your brother, and prow them gently. 
Some Knights iu addition to this, kiss 
the forehead of the brother, saying, 
Alpha, to which ho answers, Omega. 

Sacrud word— A dowaL This word is 
answered by Albra, or ABimAAK, 
(king without reproach.) 

Pass-word— -S tibium, (antimony.) To 
this pass-word some add Helios, Menf, 
aud TETRAGItAMMATON. 

After receiving the signs, tokon and 
words, the candidate goes round and 
gives them to all tho brethren, alter 
which be sits down amotjg them. 

The Warden (Truth) now rises aud 
gives a lucid explanation of the emblems 
of Philosophical Masonry, and of those 
represented in the Moral Lodge. 

The general lecture in this degree la 
next given, and then the closing lecture. 
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but except ou extra occasions, either of 
them are seldom gone through with. 
They explain the why and wherefore of 
the many implements used, and the cu- 
rious ceremonies observed. 

In closing, the Master says to Warden 
—Brother Truth, what progress have 
men made ou the earth to come to truo 
happiness ? 

Warden — Mon have always fallen on 
the vulgar prejudices, which are nothing 
but falsehood ; very few have struggled, 
nud loss have knocked at the door of this 
holy place, to attain the full light of real 
truth, which we all ought to acquire. 

Master — My dear children, depart and 
* go among men, endeavor to inspire them 
with tho desire of knowing holy truth, 
the pure source of all perfection. 

Master now puts his right hand on his 
left breast, wheu all tho brethren raise 
the first finger* of their right hands, 
pointing upwurds, as in opening. 

Master raps seven, which is repeated 
by the Warden, and the Council is de- 
clared closed. 


KNIGHT OF KADOSH. 

'This degreo is Intimately connected 
with tho ancieut Order of Knights Tem- 
plars, as it commemorates their old cero- 
monies of initiation, and recounts tho 
vicissitudes to which those Knights wore 
subjected. It is qulto a popular degree 
among the Masons of tho United States. 
Tho meeting is called a Chapter, and 
the brethren are termed Grand Elected 
Knights. 

Five apartments are nocessary when 
initiating a candidate. Tho first is hung 
with blnck, lighted by a single lamp, of 
triangular form, suspended from the ceil- 
ing. Tho second npurtinout (called the 
Chamber of Roflection) represents a cav- 
ern, or grotto, with a mausoleum iu the 
centre : it is connected with the first 
apartment by a passage, or hall way. 
Tho third apnrtment is hung with red 
drapery : a throne is in the east, and a 
black veil is drawn in front of it : in 
front of tho veil stands tho altar, and ou 
it lays two cross-swords, a dagger, a 
Bible, square and compasses : in front of 
the altar is tho mysterious ladder, veiled 
iu black. The fourth apartment should 
ropresent wild natural scenery, such as 
mountains, valleys, coasts, and a mili- 
t>wy encampment. The fifth apartment 
is also hung with red drapery : in the 
east is a throne, and over it a crowned 
double-headed eagle with wings extend- 
ed, holding a two-edged swonl iu his ta- 
12 


| Ions : the cross of the Order is suspend- 
ed by a black ribbon from the neck of 
the eagle : on its breaRt is an equilateral 
triangle, with the name of the Deity, in 
Hebrew, on it ; and aronud the edge of 
the triangle is this inscription — NEC PRO- 
DITOR, INXOCENS FERET : the throne is 
ornamented with red Teutonic crosses, 
and behind it are three banners of tho 
Order, viz. : one white, with a green 
cross, and the words “The Will of 
God a second green, with a red cross 
one side, and u double-headed black eagle 
on the other, surrounded by the motto 
“ Victory or Death," embroidered in sil- 
ver: tho third is tho ancient war banner 
of tho Kuights Templars, half black and 
half white. This last named banner is 
also used in the fourth apartment. . Tho 
meeting is termed a Chapter, and the 
officers are as follows : 

In the first apartment, called the Cham- 
ber of Judges, the Senior Wardou pre- 
sides : he is called the Grand Chancellor, 
and is assisted by two Judges, who sit on 
cither side of him: besides the usual 
dress of a Knight of Kadosh, he has em- 
broidered in gold on his left breast an 
emblem of Truth. The assembly in tho 
third apartment is termed an Areopagus: 
Thrice Potent Grand Commander (repre- 
senting King Frederick, of Prussia) is 
seated on tho throne in the east, and pre- 
sides hero during tho introduction of a 
candidate. Tho fifth apartment is cnllod 
the Senate Chamber, and in transacting 
tho ordinary business of the Chapter, 
the meeting is hero only. The other 
apartments are solely used during tho 
reception of candidates. 

In the usual mcetiugs, the Grand Com- 
mander sits in the east, the Grand Chan- 
cellor on his right. Grand Architect ou 
his left ; and besides, there are present, a 
Master of Ceremonies, a Secretary, Trea- 
surer, Captain of tho Guards and Expert 
Brother. 

The officers are Knights, each wearing 
a white woolen cloak, with a red cross 
ou the left breast : white cap, with black 
aud white feathers : a swora, and a dag* 
ger stuck in the left side of the swoitl 
belt. Iu some meetings they dress in 
black, and dispense with the white cloak. 
The Jewel iu this degree is a red enam- 
eled Tentonic cross, which is suspended 
from a collar of red ribbon, or else at- 
tached to the button hole of the coat on 
the left side. On the centre of the cross 
is a white pearl medallion with the let- 
ters J M on one Bide, and on the other a 
skull pierced with a dagger. 

In opening the Chapter, Thrice Potent 
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Grand Commander says to Senior War- 
den (or Grand Chancellor) — Illustrious 
Knight, are yon elected I 

Warden — I am a true Elected Knight 
Commander — How came you sol 
Warden — Fortune decided in my favor. 
Commander — What proof can you give 
me of your reception? 

Warden — A cavern was the witness 
of It 

Commander — What did you do in the 
cavern ? 

Warden— I executed a commission that 
had been entrusted to mo. 

Commander — Have you ever penetra- 
ted further I 

Warden — I have, Most Potent. 
Commander — How shall I believe you I 
Warden — My name is Knight or Ka- 
dosh ; you understand me f 

Commander — What is the hour t 
Warden — That of aileuce. 

Commander — Give mo, then, tho sign 
to convince rao of your Knowledge. 

Warden takes his sword in his loft 
hand, and holds his right hand on the red 
cross on his left brunet : the brethren all 
draw their swords and do tho same. 
This Is called the Salutlug sign. 

Commander (rapping one, very load) 
—Elected Knight*, the Chapter is open. 

If a candidate I* to be admitted, only 
five brothers cau tuk© part in tho cere- 
mony. It must first have been ascer- 
tained to a eertaiuty that he is of good 
character, and has always been active 
and conscientious in his duties towards 
tho Craft in general. Two of the bro- 
thers remain outside with the candidate 
until ho Is Introduced. One of them 
goes to tho door and knocks. One of the 
three brothers Inside goes and opens the 
door and inquires — What do you want I 
Outside brother— A servant Knight de- 
mands to bo admitted to tho degree of 
Grand Elected, as he has all tho neces- 
sary qualifications. 

Inside brother goes and reports this to 
the Commandor. 

Commander — Brother Knights, can we 
admit this Free Mason among us without 
Jwk of lndiscretiou from him I 
Two Knights come forward, and one 
says — Most Potent, we are ready to swear 
and promise for him. 

Commander then administers to them 
jie following oath — each taking the oth- 
er by the hand : 

We promise and swear, by the living 
God, always supreme, to revenge the 
death of our ancestor ; and which of us 
that should in any manner commit the 
most light indiscretion, touching the se- 


cret of our Order, shall suffer death, and 
shall have Ms body buried under the 
throne of this Illustrious Assembly. So 
God protect us in our design, and main- 
tain us in equity and right. Amen. 

Tho candidate is now introduced by 
the two Knights outside, and is left alono 
In tho room witli the Thrice Potent Grain! 
Commander; but he sees him not, as tho 
Commander is behind a black veil. Tho 
candidate prostrates his face to tho 
ground, when the Commander addresses 
him on the principal points of Masonry, 
from its beginning, to the epoch of tho 
assassination of Hiram Ablff ; Solomon's 
design of punishing the traitorB, in the 
most exemplary manner; tho method he 
took In disposing tho Masters who wont 
in search of the three villains, iu order to 
execute his vengeance ; he repents to 
him the zeal, constancy, ami fervency of 
Joabcrt, Stokln, and Gibulum, who, lif- 
ter the most painful search, (by Solo, 
mon'i order,) had tho happiness of find- 
ing among the ruins of Enoch's tcmplo in 
tho Ninth Arch, the precious treasure of 
tho Perfect Masons, &,c. lie continues 
to remind him of the firmness of tho 
Grand Elect pd.1 Perfect Masons, at tho 
time of the Temple's destruction, when 
they passod through (lie ouemy, at all 
risks, till they obtained nn entrance into 
the sAcred vault, to find the pillar cf 
be an tv, that they might, bv effacing tho 
iuoffable word, hinder its Doing expound 
to tho profane. He then reminds him < f 
tho seventy-two years' captivity, r.n.l tho 
clemency of Cyrus, King of Persia, who, 
by the request of Zerubbabel, not only 
vc the Israelite* their freedom, but or- 
red that oil the treasure of the Tem- 
ple, taken by Nebuchadnezzar, should 
bo restored to them, in order to docorato 
the new Temple, which he ordered them 
to build to the infinite God, and created 
them Kuights. Then he repeats the 
clemency of Darius to Zcrobbubcl, (at 
the head of the embassy from Jerusalem 
to Babylon,) with the complaints against 
the Samaritans, who refused to contri- 
bute to the sacrifices of the new Temple, 
according to tho proclamation of liis pro* 
decessor, Cyrus, in favor of the Kniglsts 
of the East, when they received Da- 
rius’ letter to all the governors of Sama- 
ria. &c. ; how tho ambassadors were re- 
ceived on their return to Jerusalem ; and 
elected princes by the people, lie then 
reminds him that, after this, tho second 
Temple being destroyed, how the most 
zealous Masous united under Chiefs, and 
worked to the reformation of manners, 
and elevated in their hearts some spirit* 
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Hal edifice, and rendered themselves wor- 
thy by tholr works. They were more 
particularly esteemed and distinguished 
in tho time of Manchin, who was the 
moBt remarkable among them. A great 
many others embraced Christianity, and 
communicated their secrets to those Chris- 
tiana, whom they found had the good 
qualities of it, liviug in common, and 
forming themselves as one family ; which 
shows how the brilliant Order of Masons 
sustained themselves until the sixth age, 
and how it fell into a stato of lethargy 
after that; notwithstanding which, there 
have boeu always found some faithful 
Masons ; which is clearly proved by the 
9 brilliant manner in which tho Order of 
Masonry was received in tho year 1118, 
when eleven Grand Elect and Perfect 
Masons, tho most zoalous. presented them- 
selves to Garinons, Prince or Jerusalem, 
Patriarch and Knight Mason, and pro- 
nounced thelrpromisos between blahands. 
They taught him tho succession of tho 
time, and progress to tho time that tho 
princes wont to conquer the Holy Laud. 
Tho alliance and obligations that were 
formed between thoso princes, was, that 
they would spill the last drop of their 
blood, in order to establish In Jerusalem 
tho worship of tho Most High. IIo In- 
forms him that tho peace which took 

J laco aftor these wars, hindered thorn 
com accomplishing their design, mid 
therefore have continued In theory what 
they had sworn to do practically, never 
admitting in their Order only thoso who 
had given proofs of friendship, constancy 
and discretion. Ho then gives enndidato 
a gonoral history, iu chronological detail, 
of the Masonic Order, its progress, its 
decline, aud the manner how it was sus- 
tained, till tho epoch of tho Crusaders, 
and until tho historical circumstances 
that have given occasion to tho dogree 
which the candidate expects ; a degree 
that will give him a perfect knowledge 
of the precedent degrees, and tho man- 
lier how Masonry has come to us. 

After the address, candidate kneels, 
and lays his right hand on tho Bible, 
,nnd. with his left betwoen the hands of 
Tie Commander, ho takos tho following 
obligation : 

I, John Smith, hereby promise and 
swear, never to reveal tho secrets of the 
Grand Elected Knights of Kadosh, or 
White aud Black Eagle, to any person. 

1 swear to take revenge on tho traitors 
of Masonry ; and never to receive in this 
degree, none but a brother who has come 
to the degrees of Priace of Jerusalem 
and Knight of the Sun, and then only by 


an authority given to me by a Grand 
Commander or Deputy Inspector, under 
his hand and seal 1 promise to be ready 
at all times to conquer the Holy Land, 
when I shall be summoned to appear; 
to pay due obedience at all times to the 
Princes of tho Royal Secret; anil if I 
fail iu this my obligation, I desire that 
all tho penalties of ray former obligations 
may be inflicted on me. Amen. 

Commander — In token of your sinceri- 
ty, you will kiss the book. 

Candidate kisses the Bible. 

Commander — My dear brother, it is 
necessary for those to whom tho secrets 
of the Elected Knights are confided, to 
be very circumspect, always attentive, 
and never to breathe a suspicion relative 
thereto, or to the mysteries and end of 
Masonry. The imprudence aud indiscre- 
tion of many brothers have given know- 
ledge to tho world of many of our em- 
blems, by which Masonry has greatly 
suffered, and will be repuirod wi»Ti diffi- 
culty. Their indiscretion has canned the 
loss and retreat of many puissant bro- 
thers, who would have been an orna- 
ment and support of our Lodge. Such 
indiscretion in this dogree, my dear bro- 
ther, would be without any recovery, us 
thoro are no more emblems ; when every 
matter shall bo discovered and disclosed 
to you, that will give room for somo 
events of which you will seo tho conse- 
quences when yon nlial I have heard all 
my instructions. tho word which our 
brothers pluco at die end of their obli- 
gations, viz., Amou, signifies this is no 
moro, that shall be no more ; if this shall 
be ngaiu. This ought no longer to bo a 
secret to you. who aro going to have au 
explanation of tho origin of Masonry, 
and what has occasioned the 8ocicty. 
Truth penetrates the cloud and tho shade, 
which we can leave to come to the know- 
ledge of what we were before in quality 
of Knights of Kadosh, White and Black 
Eagle, aud what wo are as flymbolio 
Masons, and what wo can be by the de- 
struction of our enemies. Let us pray. 

Coinmaudcr then knoels with candi- 
date and roads from text-book the fol- 
lowing prayer : 

O most eternal, beneficial and all gra- 
cious, great Architect of tho universe ; 
we from the secret depths of our hearts 
offer thee a living sacriflco. We beseech 
tlicc to inspire our enemies with a just 
sense of the evil they have d<me us, and 
from their having a conviction of their 
wrongs, they might atone for their mani- 
fold injuries, which do not belong to us 
thy servants to redress ourselves, but by 
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their eves being opened we might be 
reconciled, and by a hearty anion take 
possession of those blessed lauds where 
the origiual Temple was first established, 
where wo might be gathered into one 
baud, there to celebrate thy holy praises 
once more on the holy mount, m whose 
bowels was deposited thy ever glorious, 
respectable, over blessed, and awful 
name. Amen. 

The black veil ia now removed, when 
tho Commander say a to candidate — Bear 
in miud, my brother, that the slightest 
indiscretion will infallibly undermine us 
and throw uh into an horrible abyss, 
where we should sec burled the whole 
Order of Masonry, tho remains of on il- 
lustrious and glorious Order. By its he- 
roism in favor of the unfortunate, how 
great it lias been In the time when its 
power, authority and riches were arrived 
to the highest pitch, when the distin- 
guished birth of those who were mem- 
bers of it, celebrated its glory. Our aim 
is to regain that enviable position ; and 
while we would not intimidate those 
worthy brethren of the Cruft who aspire 
to this degree, yet wo fear to confer it 
with too much confidence on an ordinary 
friend lest Ids discretion should not bo ad 
we crnl.1 desire. To you wo aro about 
to coulido our mysteries ; and it you have 
thus far made any remark that would 
keep you from pronouncing tho obliga- 
tion or vow wo aro obliged to tako from 
ou, before wo can give von greater 
Knowledge of the degree of Oraud Elect- 
ed Knight of Kadosh. consult yourself 
and nee if you are disposed to ponctrato 
farther, and fulfil exactly all the points 
of the obligation you arc going to pro- 
nounce with mo, in order to link you to 
us for ever 

Commander pauses a while, and if the 
candidate- wants to back out, at this stage, 
ho is at liberty, and is so informed. 

Candidate again kneels before the al- 
tar, and lays hi* right hand ou the Bible, 
and his left between the hands of the 
Commander, who says— You swear and 
promise to mo, ou that yon hold most 
dear and sacred, First, that you will 
practice tho works of corporeal mercy, 
ami livo and dio in your religion, never 
declaring to any man who received you, 
or assisted at your reception iu this sub- 
lime degree. 

Candidate — I promise and swear. 

Commander— Say with me, Tsedakah, 
(righteousness.) 

Candidate repeats Tsedakah. 

Commander — Secondly, you promise 
and swear to have candor iu all your ac- 
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tions, in consequence never to receive in 
this degree any brother who is not your 
most intimate friend, aud then by the 
consent of two Grand Elected Inspectors, 
if to be met with, or by a patent giver, 
you for that purpose. 

Candidal* — 1 promise and swear. 
Commander— Shoriaban, (or white ox, 
figuratively.) 

Candidate repeats Shorlabau. 
Cominaudcr— Thirdly, you promt* 
and swear nt all time* to posses* a swu t 
ness of mind, as much as you aro capa 
hie, to love aud cherish your brothers ns 
yourself, to help them in their necessi- 
ties, to visit and assist them when they 
are sick, and never draw arms against 
them ou any pretence whatsoever. 
Candidate — I promise and swear. 
Commander— Mathok, (sweetness.) 
Candidate repeats Mathok. 
Commander— Fourthly, you promise 
and swear to regulate your discourse by 
truth, aud to keep with great cirenm 
spection and regard tho degree of the 
White and Black Engle or Kadosh. 
Candidate— 1 promise and swear. 
Commander — Say with mo, Kuiuuah. 
Candidate repeats Einunah. 
Commander— Fifthly, you promise and 
swear that you will travel for tho ad- 
vancement of heaven, and to follow at 
All times, and In all point*, every matter 
that you are ordered and prescribed by 
tho Illustrious Knights, and Grand Com- 
mander, to whoso orders you swear sub* 
mission and obedience, on all occasions, 
without any restrictions. 

Candidal*'— 1 promise and swear. 

Commander— Snv with me, llnrual 
saggi, (great labor.) 

Candidate repeats Hamal saggi. 

Commander— Sixthly, you promise and 
swear to me, to have patience In adver- 
sity, and you swear never to n-cclvo a 
brother la this degree, on any pretext 
whatsoever, whose will is not free, ns 
religious monks aud all those who have 
made vows without restriction to their 
superiors. 

Candidate — I promise and swear. 

Commander — Say with me, Sabbal, 
burden, or patience.) 

Candidate repeats Sabbal. 

Commander— Seventhly, yon promise, 
In the end. aud swear to keep Inviolably 
secret, what I am going to confide to 
you — to sacrifice the traitors of Masonry, 
and to look upon tho Knights of Malta ns 
our enemies — to renounce for ever to bo 
in that Order, and regard them as the un- 
just usurpers of the right*, title*, and 
I dignities, of the Knights Templars, la 
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whose possession you hope to enter with 
the help of the Almighty. 

Candidate — I promise and swear. 

Commander — Then say with me, Ge- 
raulah, Dinah, Tebnnah, (retribution, in- 
telligence, prudence.) 

Candidate repeats the words, when 
tie Commander relieves him, and says — 
By the seven conditions, and bv the 
power that is transmitted to me, which I 
have acquired by my discretion, my un- 
tired travels, zeal, fervor, and constancy, 
X receive you Grand Inspector of all 
Lodges, Grand Elect Knight Templar, 
and take rank among the knights of Ka- 
doeh, or White and Black Eagle, which 
wo bear the name of ; I desire you not 
to forget it. It Is indispensable for you, 
my brother, to mouut the Mysterious 
Ladder, which you see there ; it will 


serve to instruct you in the mysteries of 
our Order, and it is absolutely necessary 
that yon should have a true knowledge 
of it.' The candidate then ascends tho 
ladder. W'heu he is on the seventh or 
highest step, aud has pronounced tho 
three last words, the ladder is lowered, 
and the candidate passes over it, lie can- 
not retire the same way, because he has 
taken an obligation never to turn back 
contrary to the Interests and views of 
the Order : hence tho ladder is lowered 
and he passes over it. He then reads tho 
words at the bottom of the ladder. No 
plus ultra. 

Commander — The Mysterious Ladder 
of seven steps which you have just pass- 
ed is emblematical of the seven points of 
your obligation, and which are connect- 
ed with the history of this degree. 
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Commander now recites or reads to 
candidate a detailed history of the suffer- 
ings, burnings and final extirpation of 
the Knights Templars through the influ- 
ence of the Catholic band of Knights of 
Malta, (not the Masonic Knights of that 
name.) 

Commander gives one loud rap, and 
four Knights enter. He then give* to 
candidate the signs and token of tho de- 
gree, ns follows : 

Sign — Place the right hand on the 
heart, the fingers separated ; let the hand 
fall ou the right thigh, bend the right 
knee, seize your poiuard, raise it to the 
height of the shoulder as if to strike, and 
sny Kkkam Adonai. Id some Chapters 
they merely let the hand fall from the 
heart to the right knee, which they grasp. 

Order, or Saluting Sign — Hol’d your 
sword in the left hand, and place the 
right hand, with Augers separated, on 
the red cross which covers the heart. 

Token— Place right foot to right foot, 
and knee to knee, present the right fist, 
tho thumb elevated ; companion seizes 
tho fist, Uien presents his own, which 
you seizo in like manner. Kach now 
steps back a pace, and lifts his left arm as 
though to strike: one says NEKaMAH 

Bealim, the other responds, Phakaslol. 
Some Chapters use the token of Elect 
Nine. Others substitute for the words 
the question— Are you Kadosht and the 
response, Yes 1 mu. 

Commander now arras tho candidate 
and decorates him with tho attributes, 
and communicates tho name he must 
take in future, w hich Is uncommon to all 
others, and is Knight Kadosh, or Knight 
of tho White and Black Earglo. 

The Jewel is a rod cross, as before de- 
scribed, but in tho room of that now it is 
a black spn-ad caglo with two heads, 
suspended to a broad order of fiery 
bloody color, worn from the left shoul- 
der to right hip. Tho eagle, as if going 
to fly, with a naked sword in its claws. 

This closes tho initiation, and the Lec- 
ture in this degreo is then given— Tbrico 
Potent Grand Commander asking the 
questions, and Grand Chancellor, or Se- 
nior Warden, answering thorn. 

Commander— Are you a Grand Elect- 
ed Knight? 

Warden — I am. 

Commander — Who received you in this 
degree ? 

Warden — A worthy Deputy Grand In- 
spector, by consent of two others. 

Commander — What was then done 
with you ? 

Warden — He created mo a Knight. 


Commander — How can I believe you ? 

Warden — My name, which I leave, 
will convince you. 

Commander — What is 3 'our name ? 

Warden— Kadosh, or Knight of tho 
Black Eagle. 

Commander— Was anything else dono 
with yon ? 

W arden — The Deputy Inspector adorn- 
ed me with the habit, ribbon, and jewel 
of tho Order. 

Communder — Where have you receiv- 
ed the prize of your election ? 

Warden — I have received it in a very 
deep grotto, in tho silence of the night. 

Commander — To what do you apply ? 

Warden — I work with all my might 
and strength to raise an edifice worthy 
of my brothers. 

Commander — What progress havo you 
made ? 

Warden — I have conquered tho know- 
ledge of the Mysterious Ladder. 

Commander— Of what is that ladder 
composed ? 

Warden — Two supporters nnd steps. 

Commander — What are tho names of 
the two supporters ? 

Warden — Olieb Eloah, Ohcb Kerobo. 

Commander — What design have these 
two supportors? 

Warden— The first is tho lovo of God, 
and the other tho love of our neighbors. 

Commander — What are the seven steps 
of the Mysterious Ladder? 

Warden— The virtues which I must 
practice, conformable to my obligations. 

Cominnudcr — Maine them to me. 

Warden— Tsedakah, (or righteousness) 
practice or works of mercy. 2 d. Shor- 
labau, (white ox, figuratively,) candor of 
our actions. 3d. Mathok, (sweetness,) 
sweetness of character, which all breth- 
ren must follow. 4th. Emitnnb, (truth In 
discourse.) 5th. Iloraal saggi, (great la- 
bor,) advancement to the practice of 
Heaven. 6 th. Sabbal, (a burden, or pa- 
tience,) patience in adversity. 7th. Gc- 
mulnh. Binah, Tcbunah, (retribution, In- 
telligence, prudence,) signifies that wo 
must be prudent to keep secret every 
matter confided to us. 

Commander — What are your ordinary 
pass-words ? 

Warden— Manchin, name of the Grand 
Master most renowned among the Solita- 
ries. known by the name of Kadosh. 
Commander — What signifies that name? 

Warden— Solitary, or separate. 

Command*' r — What was tho answer of 
the Solitaries, when they were asked to 
what they pretended ? 

Warden— Abarekali, eth Adonai bacoi 



HISTORICAL degrees: kmght of kadosb. 


183 


heth, thamid tehillatho bepi, (see Psalm 
xxxiv. I,) which is. I will bless God at 
all times, and will praise him with my 
mo u Ul 

Commander — Do they never say any- 
thing e Ise 'l 

Warden — Yes, they say, also, Baaha- 
bah achullek him heani ; which i*, I will 
assist the poor, and always sustain them 
with all ray might and power. 

Commander — IIow comes the cross sur- 
mounted with the eagle and tho sword ! 

Warden— That is, ihat I shall remem- 
ber to employ my sword, in the fulness 
of time, under the banner of tho black 
eagle, to support the Order. 

Commander — Where did you work! 

Warden — In a place of security, to re- 
establish secretly the edifice ruined by 
the traitors. 

Commander— What success do you ex- 
pect from it ? 

Warden— Tho right of virtue, tho oc 
cord of brothers, the possessions of our 
forefathers, and everlasting happiness. 

Commander— Havw you shed tears! 

Warden— I hove. 

Commander— Have you ever worn the 
mourning 1 

Warden— Yes, I wo*r it still. 

Commander— Why do you wenr It! 

Warden— Because virtue is despised, 
mid ns long us vice reign* innocenco will 
bo oppressed, and crimes will be left un- 
punished. 

Commander — What is it that will pun- 
ish vice and reward virtue ! 

Wardeu— Tho Great Architect of the 
Universe alone. 

Commander— IIow so ! 

Warden— To favor our designs and de- 
sires. (Here every brothel says three 
times, God favor our design*. J 

Commander— Have you any other name 
than that of Kodosh, or Knight of the 
Black Eagle? 

Warden — 1 have still the name of Adam 
io teach mo, that from tho m.*t low I 
must go up to tho most high. 

Commander-Give me the sign of 
knowledge against surprise. 

Wardeu — Here it is. [Gives it lu the 
following mauner: ho puts his right 
band on tho heart of a brother, In the 
name manner as with the poinard in the 
degreo of Nine Elected — then gi”cs tho 
token of the Grand Elected, anu theu 
both strike the knec.J 

Coimnandt r — How came you to carry 
your fingers exteuded on your heart ? 

Warden— That my trust is in God. 

Commander — How came you aAer that 
to extend your hand! 


Warden— To show to my brother that 
he is welcome to all in my power, and to 
encourage him to vengeance I 

Commander — How came you to lot 
your hand fall on your right kneo ! 

Warden — To show we must bend our 
knees to adore God. 

In closing, Commander says — What la 
the hour ? 

Warden — The break of day demoi> 
stratea 

Commander — If tho break of day de- 
monstrates. let us depart for revenge. 

Grand Commander now puts his hand 
on his heart ; then lets it fall on his right 
knee, which is answered by all ; then 
the Grand Commander embraces each, 
and each the other all around, aud theu 
tho Chapter is declared closod. 



SUBLIME PRINCE OP THE 
ROYAL SECRET. 

The meeting In this degree is termed a 
Sovereign Grand Consistory, and three 
apartments are necessary. They should 
be situated at least one story above the 
ground, and always on the top floor of 
the building. The first apartment is the 
guard room, and the second is the prepa- 
ration room. The third apartment is oc- 
cupied by members of tho Consistory, is 
hung with black, sprinkled with tears, 
and has arranged iu it death’s heads, 
cross-bones, and skeletons. The tbrooo 
is In the east, elevated by seven steps. 
On the throne is the chair of state, lineil 
with black satin, flamed with red. Be- 
fore the chair is a table covered with 
black satin, strewed with tears. On this 
cloth, in front, i* a death’s head and 
cross-bones; over the death's head is 
the lei ter I ; and under tho cro«s-bone« 
Is the letter M. On the tablo is placed 
a n iked sword, a backlcr, a sceptre, a 
balance, and a book containing the 
statutes of tho Order. In the west is 
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placed another table, covered with crim- 1 crowned, holding a sword in bis right 
Bon, bordered with black, and strewed claw, and in hia left a bloody heart, 
with tears ; on the front of this cloth are Ground is sea-green. The flog X. has on 
the letters N KM K, m gold. it a black ox, (sable,) on a golden ground. 

sovereign Grand Commander, repro On the sides of the nonagon aro niuo 
senting Frederick the Great, King o tents, aiid on its angles nine pendants, 
Prussia, is seated in a chair of State, on each belonging to its appropriate tent, 
the throne. Pis dress is similar to tha The pendants arc distinguished by r.u- 
ot a modern potentate, and he is armed merais, and the tents by the letters i n o 
with a sword and shield. On a table be- N x i l a s disposed iroin right to left 

i >re him is a sceptre and a balance. The These tents signify the different grades 
.Lieutenant Commanders are dressed like of Masonry. Thus: 

the modern princes of Europe, and seated Tent 8 is Malachi— pendant, white, 
at the table !u the west ; their swords spotted with red ; represents Knights of 
are crossed on the table. The Minister the East mid West, and Princes ol Je- 
of State is placed at the Sovereign's right rusalem. 

liand. The Grand Chancellor stands on Tout A is Zcrubbubel— pendant, light 
the let t hand of the Sovereign. Next to green ; represents Knights of the East, 
tho Minister of State is placed the Grand Tent L is Nearniah— pendant, red • re- 

Secretary. Next to the Grand Cbaucel- presents Grand Elect, Perfect, aud Sub- 
lor is placed tho Grand Treasurer. Be- lime Mason*. 

low tho last named officers aro placed on Tent I is Hobbeu or Johaben— pen- 
oao side the Standard Bearer, the Grand dant, black and red : represents Sublime 
Master Architect, and the Captain of tho Elect, and Elect of Fifteen. 

Guards. Below these officer* aro placed Tent X is Pclcg— pendant, black • rc- 
six members dressed in red, without presents Elect of Niue, or Grand Master 
aprons, wearing tho Jewel of tho Order, Architect, 

suspended in front by a black ribbon. Tent N is Joiada-pcndaut, red and 
1 he collur of the Order is black, edged black in loxenges: represents Provost 
with silver. On Its point is embroidered aud Judges. 

in red a Tentouic cross. On the middle Tent O is Aboliab— pendant. red and 
ot the cross is a double headed eagle in green ; represents lntcndantof the Build- 
silver. The collar is lined with scarlet, Ings and lutlmate Secretary, 
on which Is embroidered a black Teu- Tent N is Joshua— pendant, greou • 
tonic ciobs. Around tho waist Is girded represents Perfect Master, 
a black sash, embroidered with silver. Tent I is Ezra— pendant, blue ; repre- 
A Teutonic cross is embroidered on the sen ts Master, Fellow Cruft, and Entered 
glrdlo to come in front. The jewel is Apprentice. 

a golden Teutonic cross. Tho collar, sash The equilateral triangle in the middle 
and jewel are worn by all the member*, represents the centre of the army and 
The carpet representing tho Camp is shows whore the Knights of Malta aro to 
a nonagon, in which Is inscribed a hep- bo plarcd who have been admitted to our 
tagon ; iu the heptagon is a pentagou ; mysteries, and liavo proved themselves 
within this is an equilateral triungle. And faithful guardians. They are to bo join 
in tho triangle a circle. Between the ed with tho Knights of Kadosh. Tlio 
heptagon aud pentagon, upon the sides corps in tho centre is to bo commaml. d 
of tho lattor, are placed thy standards of by rive Princes, who command jointly or 
the tiv© Standard Bearers, and the pa- in rotation, according to their doercen 
vllions inwsribed by the letter* t f. r o u. ar.d receive their orders immediately 
Tho emblems on the standard T are the from the Sovereign Grand Commander 
Ark of the Covenant, an olive tree, aud These five Princes must place their 

ii lighted candlestick, on each side. Tho standards in the five angles of the pen to- 
ft round color of this standard is purple, gon, as above described. Their names 

• On the ark is written the motto, Lnu* ns Standard Bearers, arc as follows ; f 

Deo. The standard E bears a golden Standard T — BezulccL 

lion, holding iu his mouth a golden key, Standard E— Aholiab. 

wearing around his neck a golden collar, Standard N — Maliuzen. 

ou which is engravod 515. The ground Standard G— Oariraont. 

is nznre ; tho motto, Adinnjoretn Dei glo- Staudard U— Amariah. 

rium. Ou the standard N is an inflamed The heptagon points ont the Encamp- 

heart, in red, with two wings, surrounded ment destined for the Princes of Liba- 

oy a laurel crown. The ground is white, mis, Jerusalem, &c., and these are to ro- 

Ihe nag <_r bwara a double headed eagle, ccivo their orders from the five Princes. 
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In opening the Consistory, tho Sove- 
reign Commander says — Sallx. 

Lieutenant Commanders all respond — 
Noui. 

All together then say — Tengu. 

Sovereign Commander gives the signs 
of this degree, and then of the other de- 
grees, and all the members do the same. 

Sovereign Commander — Let us Imi- 
tate our Grand Waster Jacques de Mo- 
lav, Hiram Abiff, who to the last placed 
kill his hopes in the Great Architect of 
the Universe; and pronounced the fol- 
lowing words just as he passed from this 
transient life into eternal bliss : — Spes 
mea in Deo eat, (My hope is Id God) 

If a candidate 1 b to be Admitted, he 
must first be faithfully examined as a 
Knight of Kadosh. If the examination 
prove satisfactory, the Master of Cere- 
monies gives him the pass-word, which 
he repeats to the Lieutenant Commander 
at tho door of the Consistory. The door 
is thou opened, and Master of Ceremo- 
nies leads candidate up in front of the 
Sovereign Commander, who questions 
him ns to his motives and desire to re- 
coivo this degree, alter which ho admin- 
isters the following obligation : 

I, John Smith, do, of my own free will 
and accord, in tho prosonco of the Grand 
Architect of tho Universe, and In this 
Consistory of Sovoroign Princes of the 
Royal Secret, or Knight* of St. Andrew, 
faithful guardians of the faithful trea- 
sure ; most solemnly vow aud swear, 
undor all the different penalties of my 
former obligations, that I will never di- 
rectly or Indirectly reveal or make known 
to any person or persons whatsoever, any 
or the jeast part of this Royal degree, 
unless to one duly qualified iu the body 
of a regularly constituted Consistory of 
tho same, or to him or them whom I shall 
find such after strict and due trial. I 
furthermore vow and swear, under the 
abovo penalties, to always abide and 
regulate myself agreeably to the statutes 
and regulations now before roe ; and 
when iu a Consistory to behave and de- 
mean myself as one worthy of being 
honored with so high a degree, that no 
jpart of my conduct may iu tho least re- 
ified discredit On the Royal Consistory, 
or disgrace on myselt So may God main- 
tain mo in equity and justice l Amen ! 
Amen t Amen I Amen I 

The signs and words in this degree are 
th^n given to candidate, as follows : 

Sign — Place the right hand on the 
heart ; extend it forward, the palmdown- 


which are to be read backward around 
the circle from right to left, thus : One 
says Salix, and the other Noui ; both then 
repeat (by letters) the word Tengu. 

Pass-words— Phual Kol, Pharas Kol, 
Nekara Makah, both pronounce (by let- 
tering) the word Shaddai. 

The Sovereign Commander then de- 
livers to candidate the charge : 

My dear brother : The Saracens hav- 
ing taken possession of the Holy Lund, 
those who were engaged iu the Crusades 
not being able to expel them, agreed 
with Godfrey de Bouillon, the conductor 
and chief of the Crusaders, to veil tho 
mysteries of religion under emblems by 
which they would be able to maintain 
the devotion of tho soldier, and protect 
themselves from the incursion of thoso 
who wero their enemies, after the ex- 
ample of the Scriptures, the stylo of 
which is figurative. Those zealous bre- 
thren chose Solomon's Temple for their 
model. This building has strong nllu- 
sions to the Christian church. Since that 
period they (Masons) have been known 
by the name of Master Architect; and 
they have employed themselves in im- 
proving the law of that admirable Mas- 
ter. From hence It appears that tho 
mysteries of the Craft are the mysteries 
of religion. Thoso brethren wero care- 
ful not to entrust this important secret 
to nuy whoso discretion they had not 
proved. For this reason they invented 
different degrees to try those who enter- 
ed among them ; and only gave them 
symbolic secrets, without explanation, to 
prevent treachery, and to make them- 
selves known only to each other. For 
this purpose It was resolved to use dif- 
ferent signs, words, and tokens, in every 
degree, by which they would bo secured 
against cowans and SaracenB The dif- 
ferent degrees were fixed first to tho 
number or seven by tho example of tho 
Grand Architect of tho Universe, who 
built ail things In six days and rested on 
the seventh. This is distinguished by 
the seven points of reception in the Mas- 
ter’s degree. Enoch employed six days 
to construct the arches, aud on tho sev- 
enth, having deposited tne secret trea- 
sure in the lowest arch, wa* translated 
to tho abodes of the blessed. Solomon 
employed six years in constructing his 
Temple ; and celebrated its dedication 
on the seventh, with all the solemnity 
worthy of the divinity himself. This 
sacred edifice we choose to make the ba- 
sis of figurative Masonry. In the first 

lied, 
was 


wards; let it fall by the right side. j degree are three symbols to be app 

Sacred words— Those of the Carpet, ; First, the first of the creation, which 
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only chaos, is figured by tho candidate’s 
coming out of the black chamber, nei- 
ther raked nor cloth* d, deprived, &<*.; 
and his Huffi-ring the painful trial at his 
reception, &e. The candidate sees no- 
thlug before he is brought to light ; and 
his powers of imagination relative to 
what lie is to go through are suspended, 
which alludes to the figure of the crea- 
tion of that vast luminous body confused 
among the other parts of creation before 
it was extracted from darkness and fix- 
ed by the Almighty FIAT. Secondly, the 
candidate approaches the footstool of the 
Master, and there renounces all cowans ; 
he promises to subdue his passions, by 
which means he is united to virtue, and, 
by his regularity of life, demonstrates 
what ho proposes. This is figured to 
him by tho steps that he takes in ap- 
proaching the altar; tho symbolic mean- 
ing of which is tho separation of the fir- 
mament from the earth and water on 
the second day of creation. (Tho charge 
proceeds by giving a figurative interpre- 
tation of the ceremonies. &c. of tho first 
and second parts of the third degree ] 

In the Master’s degree 1* represented 
the assassin at ion of Hiram by false bre- 
thren. This ought to put us in mind of 
tile fate of Adam, occasioned by perverse- 
ness in his disobeying Ids gr« at nnd aw- 
Jul Creator. Tho symbolic mystery of 
tho death of Hiram Abiff represents to 
us that of tho Messiah; for the three 
blown which wore given to Hiram A biff, 
at tho three gates of the Templo, allude 
to the three pointB of condemnation 
iignlnst Christ, at tho High Priest’s Cai- 
|dias, II« rod, and Pilate. It was from 
l.ie last that ho was led to that most vlo- 
lent and excruciating death. Tho said 
three blows with the square, guage. and 
gavel, nro symbols of the blow on the 
iheek, tho flagellation, and tho crown of 
thorns. The brethren assembled around 
tho tomb of Hiram, is a representation 
Of tile disciples lamenting tho death of 
Christ on the Cross. Tho Muster’s word, 
which is said to bo lost since the death 
of Hiram A biff, is tho same that Christ 
renounced on tho cioks, aud which the 
uws did not comprehend, “Eli, Eli, 
inina snbactbnni,” "My God, my God, 
why hast thou .forsaken met have pity 

du and forgive my enemies’ — Instead of 
which words were substituted. M. H. N. 
(Mac-bc-nac,) which, in Arabian, slgci- 
tii s, “Tho son of the widow is dead.’’ 
The false brethren represent Judas Isca- 
riot. who sold Christ. The red collur 
worn by the Grand Elect Perfect and 
Sublime Masons, colls to remembrance 


tbe blood of Christ. The sprig of cas- 
sia is tbe figure of tho cross, because of 
this wood was the cross made. The cap- 
tivity of the Grand Elect and Sublime 
Masons, (L e. by the Chaldeans.) thews 
us the p*rsecution of the Christian reli- 
gion under the Roman emperors, and its 
liberty under Constantine the Groat. It 
also calls to our remembrance the perse- 
cution of the Templars, and the situation 
of Jacques de liolay, who, lying in Irons 
nearly seven years, at the eud of which 
our worthy Grand Master was burnt 
alive with his four companions, on tho 
eleventh of March 1314, creating pity 
aud tears in the people, who saw him 
die with firmness and heroic constancy, 
sealing bis' innocence with his blood. 

My dear brother, iu passing to the do* 
gree of Perfect Master, in which you shed 
l< ara at the tomb of Hiram Abiff, and iu 
some other degrees, 1ms not your heart 
been led to revenge I Has not tho crlmo 
of Jubelum Akirop been represented in 
the most hideous light ? Would It be un- 
just to compare the conduct of Philip tho 
Fair to bis, and the Infamous accusers of 
tho Toiuplni 8 to tho two ruffians who 
were accomplice* with Akirop ¥ Do they 
r.ot kiudlo in your heart an equal aver- 
sion ? Tho different stages you nave Ho- 
veled, and tho time you have token in 
learning these historical evouls, no doubt 
will lead you to mako the proper appli- 
cations ; nnd by tho degree of Master 
Elect and Kadesh, you are properly dis- 
posed to fulfil all vour engagements, and 
to bear an implacable hatred to tho 
Knights of Malto, aud to aveugo tho 
death of Jacques do Molay. Your .x- 
tensive acquaintance with symbolic Mn- 
sonry, which you have attained by your 
discretion, leaves you nothing more to 
dcsiro bore. Yon see, my dear brother, 
how, and by whom, Masonry has como 
tons. You arc to endeavor by every 
jutt moans to regain our rights, and to 
remember that wo arc joined by a soci- 
ety of pien, whore courage, merit, nnd 
good conduct, bold out to that rank 
that birth clone gnvo to our ancestors. 
You nro now on the same level with tin m. 
Avoid every evil by keeping your obliga- 
tions, and carefully couceul from tho vul- 
gar what you are, and wait that happy 
moment wheu we all shall he reunited 
under the same Sovereign in the man 
sions cf eternal bliss. Let us imitate the 
example of cur G and Master, Jacques 
de Molay, who to the end put his hope in 
God. and at his last dying moments end- 
ed Iiis life saying. Spes mca iu D«o est ! 

In dosing the Consistory, tho 



HISTORICAL DEGREES ! PRINCE O V THE ROYAL SECRET. 


1ST 


reign Commander inquires the hour, 
which is reported to be the fifth after 
sunset. He then says — Salix. 

The Lieutenant Commanders and mem- 
bers respond as in the opening. 

Sovereign Commander — Spes mea in 
Doo est I Let us depart. 

SOVEREIGN GRAND INSPECTOR 
GENERAL. 

This degree is conferred only on elect- 
ed members of a Supremo Council, which 
is the governing body of Masons in any 
country. In the United States two Su- 
preme Councils are allowed, which is an 
exception to the general rule. The num- 
ber of working Inspector Generals can- 
not exceed nine, though there may be 
any number of honorary members. 

A Supreme Council in this degree is 
hung with purple, with skeletons, skulls, 
cross-bones. &c. painted or embroidered 
thereon. The throne In tho east is un- 
der a purple canopy, which is trimmed 
with gold. Over it, and beneath tho 
canopy, is a transparency reprea. ntlng u 
Delta, itt the centre of which is sceu tho 
ineffable namo in Hebrew. Near tho 
ccntro of tho room is a quadrangular po- 
dental covered with tear let cloth, on 
which rests an open Bible, with a na- 
ked sword across it. North of this pe- 
destal stands a skcletou holding In its left 
hand the whlto banner of tho Order, and 
in its right hand a poiuard in tho attitudo 
of striking. Over tho door of entrance, 
Inside, is tho motto of tho Order, em- 
broidered on a blue scarf, viz. : " Deus 
n'omquo jus." 

In tho east thero is a chandelier of fivo 
branches; in tho south one of two bran- 
ches ; in tho west one of three; am! in 
tho north a single bracket — making ele- 
ven lights iu all. 

Most Potent Sovereign Grand Com- 
mander. representing Frederick tho 
Great, King of Prussia, is hcuu-U on tho 
throno iu tho east. He is dressed in n 
crimson satin robe, trimmed with white, 
wears a crown, and holds a naked sword 
iJi his right hand. 

There is but one Warden, seated In 
tho west, and he is styled the Illustrious 
Lieutenant Grand Commander. He is 
dressed in a blue satiu robe, wears a 
ducal crown, and he also holds a naked 
sword in his right hand. 

Tho other officers are an Illustrious 
Treasurer of tho Holy Empire — Secre- 
tary, Master of Ceremonies, and Captain 
of the Guards, all styled Illustrious. 


The members arc styled Illustrious 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General; 
and all, including officers, wear the Or- 
der and Jewel of tho dt gree, and iu ad- 
dition. a red Teutonic cross attached to 
the left side of the coat. 

The Order (worn as a scarf) is a broad 
white watered silk ribbon, trimmed with 
gold, and with a white, red and green ro- 
sette (also trimmed with gold) at the bot- 
tom. Where it crosses tho breast thero 
is a golden Delta embroidered on it, sur- 
rounded with rays, and in its centre tho 
figures 33 : on each side a golden dagger 
pointing towards the centre. Tho Jewel 
is a two-headed black eagle, crowned, 
with wings extended, and holding a 
sword in its talons : tho beak, claws and 
dagger are of gold. It is worn suspend- 
ed from tho Order. 

In opening, the Sovereign Commander 
raps four and ono. two and one, then ouc, 
and then two, which raps arc repeated 
by the Warden. He then gives the order 
that the Supreme Council shall now bo 
opened for the dispatch of business. Tho 
Warden thereupon declares tho Council 
open. 

In admitting a candidate to this de- 
gree, no particular ceremony is perform- 
ed. He must bo balloted lor alter a va- 
cancy among working member* lias oc- 
curred. Ho is introduced by the Master 
of C< remonies, kneels at tho altar and 
takes tho following oath : 

J, John Smith, do hereby swear and 
promise on ray word of honor, an tno 
faith of an honest man, iu tho prescuco 
of tho Grand Architect of the Universe, 
and before this assembly, to guard and 
preserve tho mysteries of this degree 
which has been conferred on inc, not 
only from the profane, but from all of an 
inferior degree, under the penalties of nil 
my former obligations ; and 1 consent, if 
I violate tills obligation, to have ray 
tongue torn out by tho roots. May God 
keep me In this, or destroy mo. Amen. 

Tho candidate is then Instructed in the 
signs and words of tho degree. 

First sign — Hold the hand to tho mouth 
as if about to grasp tho tongue. Second 
sign—' Throw off the baud, opining it at 
the same instant 

Sacred words — Nokamah Baelini ; the 
brother answers. Be goal Kol. The bro- 
thers then embrace, at the same time 
saying Adonas. 

Pass- words — For entry, Neknm ; the 
brother answers, Men&chem. For re- 
tiring. Phual Kol ; the brother answers, 
Pharos Kol. 

In closing, the Sovereign Commander 
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ra p s a* in the opening, and inquires of j i* hung with red. The carpet represents 
the W arden— tW hat is the hour ? i the furniture of the holy and most, holy 


Warden — The morning sun ha* ap- 
peared in the east, and illumine* the 
Council. 

Sovereign— It is then time to close our 
Council. Our Illustrious Lieutenant will 
please to notify the Grand Inspector* 
that we are about to adjourn. The War- 
den gives the notice, the signs, &c., are 
given, and the Council la then closed. 


KNIGHT 

OR 


OF THE EAST,' 

SWORD. 


This degree is seldom conferred, nnd 
is therefore left out of its proper order, 
which is introductory to that of Prince 
of Jerusalem. It is rounded upon Zerub 
babel's first journey to Persia, when lie 
obtained permission and means from Cy- 
rus, the King, (father of Darius,) to re- 
build the Temple at Jerusalem. Those 
who accompanied him were called 
Knights of the East, or Knights of tho 
Sword. and they were afterwards cre- 
ated Prlucos of Jerusalem. 

There are two apartments used in this 
degree. The first is hung with green on 
the east, west, and north sides, so as to 
h ave a space of six feet between the 
hangings and the wall The space en- 
closed is an oblong square. It represents 
the apartment of Cyrus. King of Persia : 
the throne is in the cast, two arm chairs 
in tho west, and the Beats for the mem- 
bers in the south. Behind the throno la 
a transparency, representing the dream 
of Cyrus, (mentioned hereafter,) and 
above, near tho ceiling, is a triangular 
glory, and in it tho Ineffable name (Jeho- 
vah) in Hebrew. The glory rests on a 
luminous cloud, from which an eagle is 
Issuing, with a label iu its beak, and on 
it the words, 14 Give liberty to the cap- 
tives." Ik-low appear Nebuchadnezzar 
and Belshazzar, as captives loaded with 
chains. There should bo an imitation 
wall around within this apartment, form- 
ing a long square. On each corner, and 
on each side of the wall, there should bo 
.towers, six In all. At the foot of tho 
'•quare, in tho wost, there should be a 
largo tower, with two doors, ono open- 
ing within tho enclosure, and one outside 
In tho space between the wall and the 
second apartment. . There should be an 
arched bridge betweeu this tower and 
the door of tiio second apartment, which 
is supposed to cross the river Euphrates. 

The second apartment represents the 
Court of the Temple, at Jerusalem, and 


places. Above the ark, tho Shekinafi, 
(symbol of the presence of Jehovah.) 
is represented by a lamb reposing on a 
book sealed with seven seals. At tho 
comer of tho Temple is the column 
Boaz, broken. Tho carpet is covered 
with black, which is removed at tho pro- 
per time for its being uncovered. 

In the first apartment the presiding 
officer dresses in royal robes, nnd repre- 
sents Cyrus, King of Persia, and is called 
Sovereign: Senior Wardou represents 
Nebuzaradan. and is styled First Gene- 
ral : Junior Warden (representing Alith- 
rldates) is called Second General. The 
other officers are a Chancellor, Grand 
Master of Ceremonies, Master of Dis- 
patches, and Captain of tho Guards. 
Tile brethren in this apartment are dron- 
ed in yellow or red robes, and wear tur- 
bans with suns embroidered in front. 
The Sovereign carries a f ceptro. War- 
dens and brethren have naked swords in 
their hands, and w ear green ribbon scuifs 
without any jewel. Apron, white, lined 
and bordered with green, without any 
emblems. 

In tho second apartment tho presiding 
officer represents Ananias, and is styled 
Most Excellent Grand Master, Ho Is 
seuted in the east, wears a crown, nnd 
holds a gavel In his hand. The Senior 
Warden Is seated in the west, and wear* 
ns a jewel a square within three triangles. 
Tho Junior Warden, in the south, wears 
a level within three trianglcB. In addi- 
tion to these there is In this apnrfim nt a 
Grand Captain of the Guards, who duss- 
cs like the other brethren. The Master 
and officers wour their jewels suspended 
from tho neck, by greeu ribbons, aud the 
brethren from the bottom of greeu cor- 
dons. Tho jewel of the Muster is a tri- 
ple triangle enclosed in a circle. The 
other officers wear tlic usual jewel in a 
triple triangle, which is a gold medal 
with the five orders of architecture upon 
it, and covered by two steel cross-swot ds, 
Tho brethren wear tho triple triangle, 
crossed by two swords, tho hilts resting 
on the level. The jewels are of gold. 
Each brother has a trowel suspended 
from tho string of his apron. 

Council is opened in first apaatment 
Sovereign — My brethren, assist me to 
op< n r Council of Knights of tlic Sword. 

First General (or W’ardcn)— Attention, 
Knights, you wiil assist our Sovereign 
in opening the Council. 

Second General repeats this order. 

Sovereign to First General— Brother 
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Senior, you will sco that onr Council 
chamber is well guarded, and that all 
present are true Knights. 

First General goes and questions the 
Captain of the Guards — returns and says 
—Sovereign Master, we are well guarded 
from tho eyes of the profane, and I ob- 
serve that nil present are true Knights of 
tho Sword. 

Sovereign — What is the time 1 

First General — This day completes the 
Seventy years of captivity. 

.Sovereign— Generals, Princes, and 
Knights, I have long since resolved to 
liberate tho Jews who are in captivity : 
I am wearied with seeing them in chains; 
but before I liberate thorn I wish to con- 
sult you respecting n dream which 1 have 
had this night, and which requires an iu- 
terpretation. I imagined I saw u fero- 
cious lion about to throw himself on me 
nnd devour me— his appearance terrified 
mo, and 1 hastily looked for somo shelter 
from his fury ; but at that instant I saw 
my two predecessors, habited as slaves, 
beneath a glory, which Masons designate 
by the name of tho Grand Architect of 
tho Universe. I was made to understand 
two words which I saw issuing from a 
blazing star: they signified. Liberate tho 
captives ; and 1 understood if I did not 
do' this my crown would pass from me 
to strangora I remained speechless and 
confused, and suddenly awoke. From 
that Instant my tranquility fled. It re- 
mains for you. Princes, to assist me with 
your advice on this occasion. 

While the Sovereign is speaking, tho 
brethren cast their eyes downwards: 
when ho is dono they look at the First 
General, who draws his sword, and ele- 
vates tho point, with his arm extended in 
front. The brethren draw their swords, 

I ’lacing tlu-m in tho same position. Tho 
'lrst General now points Ids sword down 
wards to signify his agreement with the 
Sovereign, then upwards again to signify 
liborty. Tho brethren all imitate him. 

Sovereign — Lot tho Captivity be fin- 
ished. Generals, Princes and Knights, 
this Council is optn. 

First and Second Generals each pro- 
claim that the Council is open. 

If a candidate is to bo admitted, his 
hands are first bound with a chain of tri- 
angular links. He represents Zerubba- 
bi-1 as a captive. The Master of Cere- 
monies leads him to the door of the tow- 
er, where he is thus interrogated by the 
Guards : - 

Captain of Guards— What do you wish * 
Candidate— I wish, if possible, to speak 
wlili your Sovereign. 


fcaptain of Guards — Who arc you ! 

Candidas — The first among my equals, 
by rank a ilasou, and by misfortune a 
captive. 

Captain of the Guards — What is your 
name ? 

Candidate— Zernbbnbcl. 

Captain of Guards — What is j T our age ? 

Candidate— Seventy years. 

Captain of Guards — What is the cause 
of this application 'i 

Candidate — The tears and misery of 
my brethren. 

Captaiu of Guards — We will endeavor 
to make your sad request known to our 
Sovereign. 

The Captain of the Guards knocks 
five nnd two at the door of the tower. 
This is repeated; one by the Second 
General, two by the First General, and 
three by tho Soveroign. 

Tho Second General says— 1 The Guard 
knocks at the door of tho tower, in the 
manner of a Knight of the Sword. 

First General— Soveroign Master, tho 
Guard knocks at the lower. 

Sovereign — Brother Senior, probably 
somo one is to bo Introduced; bo pru- 
dent; in my present embarrassed state 
the lcn*t advice is not to bo disregarded. 

The Second Gonernl goes to the door 
of the tower, knocks, and it is opened. 

The Captain of the Guards lays a*ido 
his spear, comes before the Sovereign, 
crosses his arms, bows, and Buy »— The 
first among Masons, his equals, aged bcv- 
euty years, wishes to appear before you. 

Sovereign — Whon he shall have been 
Introduced into the tower of the palace, 
we will examine him. 

Tho Guard bows, retires, and makes 
tho candidate enter the tower, which is 
closed on him. Tho Soveroign questions 
candidate through the door, which is shut. 

Sovereign — What is tho cause of this 
lleatlon T 

andidatc — I come to implore tho Jus- 
tice and benevolence of tho Sovereign. 

Sovereign — For what purpose ? 

Candidate — That mercy may be shown 
to my brothren. who have been in cap- 
tivity seventy years. 

Soveroign — What is your name ? 

Candidate— Zorubbabel ; 1 mu tlio first 
among iny equals; by rank a Mason, by 
misfortune a captivo. 

Sovereign — What is that mercy which 
you demand of me ? 

Candidate — That, under the protection 
of the Grand Architect of the Universe, 
the King will restore our liberty and al- 
low us to return and rebuild the Temple 
cf our God. 
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Sovereign — Since motives so Just have 
conducted you hither, you are permitted 
to appear in our presence. 

The Guards open the door of the tow- 
er, and cause the captive to prostrate 
himself in tho west. 

Sovereign— Zerubbnbol. I Lave, like 

\ou. lamented tho severity of your cap- 
tivity. I promise to grant you liberty 
1 istantly, if von will communicate to me 
the secrets or Masonry, for which 1 have 
llways entertained profound veneration. 

Candidate — Sovereign Master, when 
Solomon communicated to us the first 
principles of Masonry, he informed us 
that equality was its foundation. Equali- 
ty does not reign here ; and your rank, 


your titles, and your conrt, are not ad- 
missible in tho place whero instruction is 
given in our mysteries. Besides, our ex- 
terior marks aro unknown to you ; my 
engagements are inviolable; I am un- 
able to reveal our secrets, and if liberty 
is to be obtained nt this price, I prefer 
captivity 

Sovereign— 1 admire tho discretion and 
the virtue of Zerubbabel ; he deserves 
liberty as a reward for his firmness. 

Tho brethren assent, by pointing their 
swords dowuwards, and then upwards. 

Sovereign to Second General— Causo 
Zerubbabel to undergo the seventy tri- 
als, which I reduce to three, via , 1st— 
That of the body ; 2d. That of lus conr- 
ngo ; 3d. That of his mind f after which, 
perhaps, he may merit tho favor which 
he demand*. 

The See* nd General causes him to po 
round tho Lodgo three times. The fli>t 
time, a small shell Is exploded ; the sec- 
ond thno, ho is examined to ascertain 
whether ho persists in his demand; the 
third time, he holds his hands at the top 
of his forehead. After this, the Second 
General knocks seven, and the First 
General says — What do you wish ? 

Sccoud General — The candidate has 
submitted to his trials with tirmucss and 
constancy. 

Sovereign — Zeruhbabel, I grant to yon 
the favor which you solicit, and cousent 
that you shall be set at liberty. 

Sovereign knocks seven, which Is the 
signal nt which the Generals divest Ze- 
rubbabel of hi* chains. 

Sovereign— Return to your own coun- 
try ; I permit you to rebuild the Temple 
destroyed by my ancestors ; its treasures 
shall be sent to you before the setting of 
the sun : yon shall be acknowledged chief 
over your brethren. I ordain that all 
shall obey you in the country through 
which you shall pass; that they shall 


render you assistance as though it were 
to myself; I wili only exact a tribute 
from you c5 three lambs, live sheep, mid 
seven rams, which 1 will receive under 
the porch of tho new Temple ; if J de- 
maud this, it is rather in remembrance of 
the friendship which I have promised 
you, than as a reward. Come Litlier. 

The Generals place candidate nt thtf 
foot of the throne. 

Sovereign — I Arm you with this cworl 
as a mark of your superiority over youl 
equals ; I am persuaded you will employ 
it only in their defence, and 1 create yoii 
u Knight of the Sword. 

In saying these last words, the Sove- 
reign strikes him with bis sword on the 
shoulder*, and then raises him. He gives 
candidate the apron, and green cordon, 
which pnsses from left to right, and says 
— As a mark of my esteem, I decora to 

J ou with an apron and sash, which I 
uvo adopted in Imitation of the work- 
men of your Temple. Though these 
decorations are not necompanied with 
any mysteries, yet I confer them on tho 
princes of my court ns marks of honor; 
henceforth you enjoy the *amo honor. J 
now commit you to the care of I\«burn- 
radan, (Master of Core- monies,) who will 
give you guides to conduct you in safety 
to your brethren, In tho place where to 
found the new Temple. Thus I decree I 
'1 lie First General leads tho candidate 
and place* him In tho tower, where ho 
remain* while the brethren silently pa** 
Into the second apartment. After they 
are In order, the candidate Is led out anil 
then conducUd to the bridge. At its en- 
trance ho is opposed by guards, who rob 
hun of his apron mid sash, and endenvot 
to prevent his passage ; ho attacks, drive* 
them off, and arrive* at the door of the 
second apartment, where the Master ol 
Ceremonies knocks seveu at the door. 
When the brethren hear tho alarm, they 
detach tho trowel from thoir aprons, nutf 
hold it in tho left hand, and the sword in 
the right. The Second General (or Ju- 
nior Warden a* lie is now called) knockf 
seven. This is repeated by the First 
General (or Senior Warden.) 

Junior Warden— I hear a knocking at 
the door ot the Lodge, iu tho manner oi 
Knights of the Sword. 

Senior Warden— Most Excellent Mas- 
ter, some one knocks at the door of the 
Lodge, after the manner of the Knight* 
of the Sword. 

Master— Brother Junior Warden, see 
who knocks. 

Junior Warden goes, knocks, and open- 
ing the door, says— What do you wish t 
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Candidate — I wish to see my brethren, 
that I may inform them of my deliver- 
ance from Babylon, and that of the un- 
happy remnant of the fraternity, which 
nas been freed from captivity. 

Junior Warden shuts the door and re- 
ports to the Master, who says — The 
nows which the captive brings la true: 
seventy years are expired, and the day 
has arrived for rebuilding the Temple. 
Ask the captive liis name, his ago, aud 
country, for fear of surprise. 

Junior Warden knocks seven, opens 
the door, and says — What is your name T 

Candidate — Zorubbabel. 

Junior Warden — What Is your age T 

Candidate — Seventy years. 

Junior Warden — Whore is your coun- 
try situated ? 

Candidato— On this side of the river 
Staburzania. to tho west of Assyria. 

Junior Warden shuts the door, reports 
to Senior Warden, who reports to the 
Master, who says— His name is Zerub- 
babel, his country lies on this sido of the 
river Staburznuia, his ago seventy years ; 
yes. my brethren, the captivity is ended ! 
Tho captive is truly tho Princo of the 
sovereign tribe which Is to rebuild tho 
Temple. Lot him bo admitted among us 
aud acknowledged as tho one who is to 
direct and assist our labors. 

Junior Warden knocks, opens the door, 
and couduots the candidate to thu west. 

Senior Warden— Most Excellent Mas- 
ter, bohold Zerubbnbel, who demands to 
bo admitted into our fraternity I 

Master — Zorubbabel, give us au oxact 
relation of your deliverance. 

Candidate— Cyrus gave mo permission 
to approach the foot of his throne, lie 
was touched with tho miseries of the 
fraternity, he armed me with this sword, 
for tho defence of my brethren, and hon- 
ored mo with tho title of brother among 
Ids companions. Ho finally granted, mb 
xny freedom, and committed me to' the 
care of his faithful subjects, who con- 
ducted mo on my journey, arid assisted 
ran in conquering our enemies at the pas- 
sago of tho river StaburzaDia, where, 
notwithstanding our victory, wo lost the 
marks of distinction which had been 
given to us by the king, our deliverer. 

Master — My brother, the loss which 
you have met with shows that tho jus- 
tice of our fraternity would uot euduro 
the triumph of pomp and grandeur. In 
decorating you with these houors, Cyrus 
was not guided by that spirit of equality 
which has always characterized you. By 
this loss, all the marks of distiuction re- 
ceived from that prince have disappear- 


ed, but you have preserved those of true 
Masonry ; but before I can communicate 
to you those secrets, which, since our 
captivity have been preserved among the 
rt^nnant of our fraternity, we must re- 
quire of you assurances that you have 
uot lost the sentiments, or the knowledge 
of Masonry, during your servitude. 

Candidate— Examine mu ; I am pre- 
pared to answer. 

Master— What degree in Masonry bavo 
you received ? 

Candidate — The degree of Most Excel- 
lent Master. 

Muster — Give me tho sign. 

Candidate gives the sign of Most Ex- 
cellent Master, as on page 61. 

Master— Give me the grip. 

Grip given as on page 61. 

Master — My brethren Knights, I be- 
lieve Zerubbabol is worthy to participate 
in our new mysteries. 

The brethren assent by elevating their 
swords. 

Blaster — Most Powerful Senior War- 
den, causo tho candidate to advanco by 
three steps ; and at tho third, let him 
kneel ut the foot of the throne of the 
Grand and Sublime Architect, where ho 
will make tho engagements which we 
require. 

Candidate advances by three flops to 
the altar, kueels, and takes the following 
obligation: 

1, John Smith, do hereby promise, un- 
der tho same obligations wt,/.h 1 bavo 
contracted iu the different djgreos of 
Masonry, never to reveal tho secrets of 
the Knights of tho Sword, or Free Ma- 
sons, to any oue of an inferior degree, or 
to any one who is not a Mason, under tho 
penalty of enduring a captivity so rigor- 
ous that my chains shall never be broken, 
and that my body bo exposed to the 
beasts of the forest. aud that a thunder- 
bolt muy dash mo to Atoms, as an ex- 
ample to others who are indiscreet. So 
mole it be. 

Tho Master raises the candidate, and 
(while he and tho brethren are sheathing 
their swords) says — My broth roll, the de- 
struction of thj Temple subjected Masons 
to such severe calamities, wo have feared 
lest their captivity and dispersion might 
have impaired their fidelity to their en- 
gagements; for this reason, we bavo 
been obliged, while rebuilding tho Tem- 
ple, to remain in a secret and letired 
place, where we carefully preserve somo 
ruins of the ancient Temple. We do not 
introduce aDy to that plaoo, unless we 
know them to be true and worthy Ma- 
sons, not alone by their figne. words, and 



1 02 


RICHARDSONS MONITOR OF IT. KK- MASONRY. 


grips, but also by their conduct ; to such 
we communicate our new secrets with 
pleasure, but we require, os a pledge, 
that they should bring with them some 
remains or monuments of the ancient 
Temple ; tboso which Cyrus has given 
tu you are sufficient. 

While these last words are pronounced, 
the captive Is uncovered. 

Master — Most Powerful Senior War- 
den, cause the candidate to recede three 
steps, that he may learn that wo esteem 
perfect resignation ns n Masonic virtue. 

Candidate recodes towards tho west. 

Master — My brother, tho object of our 
labors is to rebuild tho Temple of the 
Grand Architect of tho Universe; this 
sublime work has been reserved for Ze- 
rubhabel. Tho engagements into which 
you with us have entered under that 
name, require you to aid us in rebuilding 
tho Temple in its splendor. Tho sword 
which Cyrus has given you, is to bo used 
in defending your brethren, and punish- 
ing those who would protauo the august 
Temple which wo raise to tho glory of 
tho Holy Ono of Israel. It is on these 
conditions yon participate in our secrets. 
Tho pass word is LlBERTAS. Go give 
the brethren of this Lodge tho signs, 
grips, and words, and return to me. 

Candidate goes by tho north, and re- 
turns by tho south. 

Master— My brother, after your dcliv- 
eratico Cyrus hnd you created a Masonic 
Knight, and I now present you with the 
trowel, the symbol of your new dignity, 
that hereafter you may labor with the 
trowel in one hand, and use tho sword 
with tho other, if tho Temple should 
evor be destroyed, for It is In that mun- 
nor wo have proceeded to rebuild it. 

Master gives the girdlo and says — This 
scarf ought always to accompany you in 
all Lodges: you will have a murk of 
true Knighthood, which yon acquired at 
the river Sfnburzanla, by the victory ob- 
tained over those who opposed your pas- 
sage I Master gives tho green rosette, 
and says — Though we do not admit 
among our corcmonies any of tho deco- 
rations given you by Cyrus, yet we arc 
willing to preserve their remembrance 
by a rosette of that color which ho had 
chosen, and wo affix it to your cordon. 
[Gives tho Jewel.) This Jewel is a 
badge of the Knights of the Sword ; 
may Justice and equity, represented by 
the sword, bo your guides ! 


Master (giving the gloves)— We pro. 
coed to proclaim you a Knight of tho 
Sword. My brethren, see that Zerubba- 
bel shall hereafter rule the labors of 
Masonry ! 

They assent by saluting with swords 

Candidate is tbcu conducted to a chair 
designed for him, tho Master saying— 
My brother, ascend the throne of the 
Sovereigns of our Lodges ; preserve the 
triangular 6tone of this edifice, and rulo 
the laborers ns Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, 
and Joabert have done before you. 

When the candidate is seated, the bre- 
thren sheath their swords, clap their 
hands three times, crying Zerubbabel 
each time. 

The Lecturo is now given. 

In closing, tho Master says to the Se- 
nior Warden — Arc you a Knight of the 
Sword ? 

Senior Warden— Look 1 (places his 
hand on his sword.) 

Master — Give mo tho sign. 

Senior Warden gives tho sign, as fol- 
lows : Carry tho right hand to the left 
shoulder, and move it downwards to tho 
right hip with a serpentine motion ; this 
represents tho motion of waves. Draw 
your sword and bring it to the guard. 

Master — Givo me the words and tho 
paxs-word. 

Sonior Warden— Judah, Benjamin, and 
Libertns. 

Master — Givo the grip to tho Junior 
Warden. 

Given as on poge Cl. 

Master— W hero have you labored t 

Senior Warden— At tho rebuilding o/ 
the Temple. 

Master — What hour is it t 

Senior Warden — Tho hour of com- 
mencirg that work. 

Master — .My brethren, since wo have 
sufficient time to rebuild tho Temple of 
the Lord, lot us remember these things 
in silence. It is -time to repose. Bro- 
thers Senior and Junior Wardens, an- 
nounce in the south and in the north, 
that I am about to close this Lodge of 
Knights of tho Sword. 

Sonior Warden makes proclamath a 
that the Most Excellent Grand Master it 
about to close the Lodge. 

Junior Warden does the some. 

Master (rapping seven) — The Lodge is 
closed. Retire in pence. 

Warders repeat this, and the Lodge is 
then dosed. 


THE END. 



